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CHAP. Ul. 

* 

Tbe Two Sieges of Conjiantinople by the Arabs.**^ 
Their livoafton (f France j and Defeat by Charles 
MarteL'^Civil War of the Ommades and Jbbaf 
fides. — Learning of the Arabs. •^JLuxury of the 
Caliphs. ^-^Navalknierpr if es on Crete ^ Sicily^ 4mi 
Rome. — De<kzy and Dinjifion of tbe Empire of tbe 

• Caliphs. ^^DefeatS' and Vidories of the, Greek Em-- 
perors. 

WHEN the Arabs firft iffueJ from the d^ert, c map. 
they mufl have been furprifed at the eafe . , f:yi^ 
and rapidity of their own fuccefs. But when they The limiu 
advanced in the career of victory to. the banks of Arabian 
the Indus afKl. the fummit of the Pyrenees ; when <^<»^«^»» 
they bad repeatedly tried the edge of their fcytne- 
tars and the energy of their faith, they might be 
Vol. X, B equally 
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CHAP. 
LII. 



equally aftoniflied that any nation could refift their 
invincible arms, that any boundary fhould confine 
the dominion of the fucceffor of the prophet. The 
confidence of foldiers and fanatics may indeed be 
cxcufed, fince the. calm hiftorian of the prefent 
hour, who drives to follow the rapid courfe of the 
Saracens, muft ftudy to explain by what mean* 
the church and ftate were faved from this impend- 
ing, and, as it fliould feem, from this inevitable 
danger. The deferts of Scythia and Sarniatia 
might be guarded by their extent, their climate, 
their poverty, and the courage of the northern fliep- 
herds ; China was remote and inacceffible ; but the 
greateft part of the temperate zone was fijbje£l to 
the Mahonietan conquerors, the Greeks were ex- 
haufted by the calamities of war and the lofs of 
their faireft provinces, and the Barbarians of Eu- 
rope might juftly tremble at the precipitate fall of 
the Gothic monarchy. In this inquiry I fliall un- 
fold the events that rcfcued our anceftors of Bri- 
tain, and our neighbours of Qaul, from the civil 
and religious yoke of the Koran ; chat proteded 
the majefty of Rome, and delayed the fervitude of 
Ck)nftanttnopIe ; that invigorated, the defence of 
the Chriftians, and fcattered among their enemies 
the feeds of divifion and decay. 

Firft ficge Forty-fix years after the flight of Mahomet from 
'tinopil bJT iMocca, his' difciples appeared, in arms under the* 
the Arabs, ^^jg ^.f Conftautinopie *• They were animated 

by 

fl 

> Theopbanes places the feven years of the iiege of Conftantioo^le in 
thefcar of our ChWftian ttra 673 (of the Alexandrian 665, 8epu i.)» and 
the peace of ckc Saracens,/o«r years afterwards 5 a glaring inoopttitncy ! 

which 
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by a genuine or fiftitious faying of the prophet, 
that, to the firft army which befieged the city of 
the Caefars, their fins .were forgivei^: the long eg^l.^",. 
feries of Roman triumphs would be meritoriouQy 
• transferred to the conquerors of New Rome ; and 
the wealth of nations was depofitcd in this welU 
chofen feat of royalty and commerce. No fooner 
had the caliph Moawiyah fuppreffed bis rivals and 
eilabliflied his throne, than he afpired to expiate 
the guilt of civil blood, by the fuccefs and glory 
of his holy expedition*; his preparations by fea 
and land were adequate to the importance of the 
objefl } his ftandard was entrufted to Sophian, a 
veteran warrior, but the troops were encouraged by 
the example and prefence of Yezid the fon and 
prefumptive heir of the commander of the. faithful. 
The Greeks had little to hope, nor had their ene- 
mies any reafons of fear, from the courage and 
vigilance of the reigning emperor, who difgraced 
the name of Conftantine, and imitated only the 
inglorious years of his grandfather Heraclius. 
Without delay or bppofition, the naval forces of 
the Saracens paffed through the unguarded channel 
of the Hellefpont, which even now, under the 

which Petavlusy Goar^ and Pagi (Cntica> torn. iv. p 63, 64.), have ftruggled 
to remove. Of the Arabians, the He^tra 52 (A. D. 67*, January 3.) is af. 
figned by Elmacin, the year 48 (A. D. 668, Feb. 20.) by Abuifecia, whofe 
uHimany I efteem the moil convenient and creditable. 

* For this firft fiege of Conftantinople, fee Nicephorus (Breviar. p. ai, 
a2.); Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 294.),5 Cedrenus (Compend. p. 437.:$ 
Zonaras (Hift. torn. ii. 1. xiv. p. 89.) ; Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 561, 57. }i 
Abulfcda (Annal. Moflem. p. 107, 108. verf. Reilke) j d'Herbeiot (Bibliot. 
Orient. Conftaniinab) ; Ockley's Hift. of the Saracens, vol ii. >. 1x7, 

148. 

B a feeble 
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feeble and diforderly government of the Totks^ 
is maintained as the natural bulwark of the ca- 
pital ^ The Arabian fleet caft anchor, and the 
troops were difembarkeci near the palace of Heb- 
domon, feven miles from the city. During many, 
days, from the dawn of light to the evening, the 
line of affault was extended from the golden gate 
. to the eaftern promontory, and the foremoft war- 
riors were impelled by the weight and effort of 
the fucceeding columns. But the befiegers had 
formed an infufficient eftimate of the Hrength and 
refources of Conftantinople. The folid and lofty 
walls were guarded by numbers and difciplin^: 
thefpirit of "the Romans was rekindled by the laft 
danger of their religion and empire : the fugitives 
from the conquered provinces more fuccefsfgUy 
renewed the defence of Damafcus and Ale3c- 
andria ; and. the Saracens were difmayed by the 
ftrange and prodigious effefts of artificial fire. 
This firm and effeftual refiftance diverted their 
arms to the more eafy attempts of plundering the 
European and Afiatic coafts of the Propontis; 
and, after keeping the fea from the month of April 
to that of September, on the approach of winter 
they retreated fourfcorc miles from the capital, to 
the ifle of Cyzicus, ia which they had eftablilhed 

3 The ftate and defence of the Dardanelles is cxpofcd in the Menioires 
of the Baron de Tott (torn. iii. p. 39— 97.)» who was fent to forfify them 
againft the Ru^ians. From a principal aikor, I ihould have cxpc^ed niore 
accurate details j but he feems to write for the amufement, rather than tl»e 
inftrqdlion, of his reader. Perhaps, on the approach of the enemy, the 
miniftcrof Conftantine was bccapiec), like that of Mudaplia, in finding tfvo 
Canary birds, who n>oul<-l fmg precifcly the fame ivot«. 

their 
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theit magazine of i^oilajid proviRons. So patient chap. 
was their perfeycranjce, or fo languid were their ^'^' 
operations, that they repeated in the fix following 
fummers the fame attack and retreat, with a gra- 
dual abatement of hope and vigour, till the mif* 
chances of fhipwreck and difeafe, of the fword 
and of fire, compelled them to relinc^uifli the fruiti- 
lefs enterpi:ijfe, They might bewail the lofs or. 
commemorate the martyrdom of thirty thoufand 
Moflenis,. who fejl in the ficge of Conftaminople ;, 
and the folemn funeral of Abu Ayqb, or Job, 
excited the CurioCty of the Chriftians themfelves. 
That venerable Arab, one of the laft of the coni« 
^anions of Mahomet, wa3 nun^bered among the 
(infan^ or;, auxiliaries, of Medina, who Ihelteredj 
the hea^d of the flying prophet. In his youth h^ 
fought, at Beder and Ohud, under the holy 
ftandard; in his mature age be was the .friend 
and follower of.Ali; and the laft remnant of his 
ftrength and Ufe was confumed in a diftant anc^ 
dangprous war againft the enemies of the Koran. 
IJis memory was revered; but the place of his 
burial was neglefiied apd unknown, durizig a 
period of feven hundred and eighty years, till the 
conq^iieft of Conflantinople by Mahomet the fecond. 
A fe^fonable vifion (for fuch are the manufac- 
ture of every religion) revealed the holy fpot at 
the foot of tl>e walls and the bottom of the bar* 
l^our ; and the mofch of Ayub has been defcrvedly 
chofen for the fimple and iliJ^rti^l inauguration of 

the Turkifb fultans % 

The 

4 Dcmetritis Cantemir's Hift, of the Othman Empire, p. 105, 106. 
|ljcaui*s State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 10, 11. Voyages de Thcvenot, 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. The event of the fiege revived, both lii the Eaft 

T fT — • 

sj^^^J. J and Weft, the reputation of the Roman arms, and 

Peace and Q^ft a momentary (hade over the glories of the Sa- 
A. D. 677. racens. The Greek ambaffador was favourably re- 
ceived at Damafcus, in a general council of the 
emirs or Koreifli : a peace, or truce, of thirty years 
was ratified between the two empires ; and the fti-. 
pulation of an annual tribute, fifty horfes of a noble 
breed, fifty flaves, and three thoufand pieces of gold, 
degraded the majefty of the commander of the 
faithful ^ Tfie aged caliph was defirous of pof- 
feffing his dominions, and ending his days in tran- 
quillity and repofe : while the Moors and Indians 
trembled at his name, his palace and city of Da- 
mafcus was ijifulted by the MardaiteJ, or Ma- 
^ Tonites, of mount Libanus, the firrtieft barrier of 
the empire, till they were difarmed arid tranfplanted 
by the fufpicious policy of the Greeks ^ After 
the revolt of Arabia and Perfia, the houfe of Om- 
miyah ^ was reduced to the kingdoms of Syria and 

Egypt: 

pfert U p. i?9. The Chriftians, who fuppore that the martyr Abu Ayab is 
v4)lgarly confounded with the patriarch Job, betray iheir own ignorance ra- 
ther than thit of the Turks. 

5 Thcophancs, though a Greek, deftrVes oredit for thcfe tributes 
{Chronograph, p. 295, 296. 300, joi.), which are confirmed, v^ith fome 
variation, by the Arabic hiftory of Abulpbaragius (DynaO.. p. laS, vcrf. 

Fotock^. 

6 The cenfure of Theophanes is juft and pointed, th> Pajjouoixnv ^uvarFtav 

fjLiX^i Ttf yvv (Chvonograph. p. 30a, 303.). The fencs of thefe events may 
be traced in the AnnaU of Theophanes, and in the Abridgment of the Pa- 
trinrchNicephorus, p. 22. 24. 

7 Thefe domeflic revolutions are related in a clear and natural flyle, in 
the fecond volume of Ockley*s Hiftory of the Saracens, p 253—370. 
BcHdes our printed authors^ he draws his materials iroin the Arabic 

MSS. 
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Egypt : their diftrefs and fear enforced their com- chap. 
piiance with the prefling demands of the Chriftiam ; 
acnd the tribute was increafed to a flave, an horfe, 
and a thoufand pieces of gold, for each of the three 
hundred and fixty-five days of the folar year. But 
a« foon as the empire was again united by the arms 
and policy of Abdalmalek, he difclaimed a badge of 
fervitude not lefs injuf ious to his confcience than to. 
his pride : he difcontinued the payment of the tri- 
bme ; and the refentment of the Greeks was dif- 
abled from aftion by the mad tyranny of the fe- 
cond Juftinian, the juft rebellion of his fubjefts, 
and the frequent change of his antagonifts and 
fucceflbrs. Till the reign of Abdalmalek, the Sa* 
racens had been content with the free poffeffion of 
the Perfian and Roman treafures, in the coin of 
Chofroes and Caefar. By the command of that 
caliph, a natbnal mint was eftabliflied, both of 
filver and gold, and the infcription of the Dinar, 
though it might be cenfqred by fonie timorous 
cafuifts, proclaimed the unity of the God of Ma. 
hornet '• Under the reign of the caliph Waled, 

the 

MSS. of Oxford, which he would Jiave more deeply fearched, had he ^een 
confined to tlic Bodleian lifcuary iniiead of the city jiii] } a fate how unworthy 
of the man and of his cbimtry ! 

8 Elmacin, who dates the •iii'il coina^ A.H. 76, A. D. 695,- Ave or fix 
years later than ttu; Greek luliuri^ns, has compared the weight of the be ft 
or common gold dinar, to the drachai or diihem of Egypt (p- 77. )» which 
may be equal to two pennies (48 grains) of our Troy weight (Hooper's 
Enquiry into />ncient Meafuies, p. 24—36 ), and equivalent to eight i1iil<« 
lings of our fterling nironey. From the fame Elmacin and the Atabian phy* 
ficians, fome dinars as hij^h as two dirhems, as low as half a dirhem, may 
\it deduced. T4ie piece of filver wa/ the dirhem, both in value *ard 
Wf ieht ; biit an old, though, fair coin, ftruwit at W^fet, A. H. 8S, and 

ii ^ * pf.fervtd 
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c HA 9l the Gr^ek: latngastge and chskraSiers were exchKted/ 

v^JljJjL^^ from thJ&acc^^nts of the public revenue'* If thU; 
change w^s^ productive of the invention oi> faajilfop 
ufe of our prefent numeralg, the Arabic or {i>diaa 
cyphers^ as they are commonly ftyled, a regulation! 
of olScehas. promoted the moft important dii^cK> 
wries of arithmetic, algebra, and the mathemaitical' 
fpieaces.*^. 

Second fiege W^Uft the caUph Waled fat idle on the thir<>Be; 

tinopi"/ of Da^afcus, "i^hile his lieutenants atchieved tine; 

7i€~^i'8. conq^eft of Tranfoxiana and Spain, a thir4 sirinyr 
of Saracens overfpread the provinces of. Afla MJw 
nor ,(. and .approached the borders of the By^^ntine. 
capital; . 3ut the attempt apdrdifgrape of tbfi f(?mndi 
%ge was referved for his brother Solim^q, whofe 
s^bitioa. appears to have been qv^icl^ei^^ by ; 3^. 
inOTe aftiy e and martial %irit. . In .the revolulions? 
qftbft Greek empir>e, after the tyra^^t Juftii^ian had 
beei> puniihed and avenged , an humble fecre^y, 
^naftafius or Arteniijis,- was promoted ,by chance 

pre/erved in the Bodle'an library, wants four grains of the Cairo ftandard 
( fee* tfte Modern. Univcrfel Hift<Jry,.tom. i. p. 548, of the Frrtich tranf- 

^&tJ9P^ ' ' . ■ 

ist?(j>ai»y yXuarayi /utoy*^, t) hixant nr^ta^at, w ox.rwviiJ.tav yt r^ida y^x^zo^cci. 
Theophan. Chronograph, p. 5^4, This dtfefi, i£ it really eXiftcd, mdil 
have Simulated tl/e ingenuity df th« Arabs to Invent or- borrovir. 

10 According to a new though probable notion, maintained by M. de 
Villolfon (Anecdota Cra;ca, torn. li. p. i5a-Ti57.)» our cyphers are not 
of Indian or Arabic invention. They were ufed by. the Grtek and Latin 
. arithmeticians lonp before the age of Boethius* After the extindion of 
fcience in the Wtft, they were adopted by tlie Arabic verfions from the ori- 
ginal MSS. and rejlored to thc-Larini about the xith century. 

, * ........ 
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or iqerit to the vacant purple. He was alarmed chap. 
by the found of war ; and his ambaflador returned ^"* 
from Damafcu$ with t]ie tremendoi(s new$, tha( 
^he Saracens w^re preparing an armament by fe:^. 
apd lan4) fpct^ as wovdd tranfcend. the experience 
of the p^f or the belief of the prefent age* The 
precautions of Anaftaiius were not unworthy of hi^ 
ft^tion, or of the ii^pending danger* He iflued 
^ peremptory mandati^i that all .perfons who w:ere. 
not provided with the means . pf fubOftence for ^^ 
three years' fi^ge, ihould evacuate the city : the 
public granaries and arfenals were a^bqndtuitly re-, 
pleilifbed ; the walls were reflored and flrength- 
ened ^ aiod the engines- for caftii^ ftones^ or darts, 
or fire, were flatioiled along i:he ramparts, or in 
\h^ brigamines of war, of which an additional 
xmmber was haftHy conftrufted* . To prevent, is 
fafer, a& well as more honourable, than to repel, 
an attack j and a deiign was meditated, above the 
ufual ipirit of the Greeks, of burning the naval 
ibores of the enemy, the cyprefs timber that had 
been hewn in mount Libanus, and was piled along 
the fea-fliore of Phoenicia, for the fervice of the 
Egyptian fleer. This generous enterprife was de- 
feated by thecowardici or treachery of the troops, 
who, in the new knguage of the . empire were 
ftyled of the Obfequian Thefne ". They murdered 

* 

II In the dtvjfion ef the Themes, or provinces defcvibed by Conftantine 
Porphyrogenicus de Thcmatibus^ 1. i. p. 9, 10. )> the Obfe^uium, a Latin 
appellation of the army ^nA palace, was the fourth in the public order. 
Nice was the 4necropoli8> and its jurtfdidtlon extended /rom the &elltfpont 
over tbfi adjacent parts of Bithynia and Phrygia (fee tiie two, pnaps prefixed 
by Deliile to the Inoperium Oricmale of Banduri). 

their 
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CHAP, 



their chief, deferted their ftandard in the ifle of 
Ithodes, difperfed themfelves over the adjacent con- 
tinent, and deferved pardon or reward by invefting 
with the purple a finlple officer of the revenue. 
The name of Theodofius might recommend hitii 
to the fenate and people ; but, after fome months, 
be funk into a cloyfter, and refigned, to the firmer 
band of Leo the Ifaurian, the urgent defence of the 
capital and empire. The m^ft formidable of the 
Saracens, Moflemah the brother of the caliph, was 
advancing at the head of one hundred and twenty 
tboufand Arabs and Perfians, the greater part 
mounted on horfes or camels ; aiKl the fuccefsful 
fieges. of Tyana, Amorium,- and Pergamus, were 
of fufficient duratbn to exercife their ikill and to* 
elevate their hopes. At the well-known paffage 
of Ahydus, on the Hellefpont, the Mahometan 
arms w^efe tranfported, for the iirft time, from Afia 
to Europe. From thence, wheeling round the 
Tbracian cities of the Propontis, Moflemah in- 
vefted Conftantinople on the land fide, furrounded 
bis camp with a ditch and rampart, prepared and 
planted his engines of affault, and declared, by 
words aYid aSions, a patient refolution of expecting 
the return of feed-time and harveft, ftiould the 
obftinacy of the b^fieged prove ^qual to his bwr.. 
The Greeks would gladly have ranfom^d theit re- 
Kgion and empire, by a fine or afleflVnent of a piece 
of gold t>n the head of each inhabitant of the city ; 
but the liberal offer was rejefted with difdain, and 
the prefumption of Moflemah was exalted by the 
fpeedy approach and invincible force of the navies 
of Egypt and Syria. They are faid to have 

amounted 
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amounted to eighteen hundred fliips : the number chap. 
betrays their inconfiderable iize ; and of the twenty 
fiout and capacious veifels, wbofe magnitude im- 
peded their progrefs, each was manned with no 
more than one hundred heavy armed foldiers. This 
huge armada proceeded on a fmooth fea and with 
a gentle gale, towards the mouth of the Bofphortu ; 
the furface of the ftreight was overfliadowed, in 
the language of the Greeks, with a moving forefl:, 
and the fame fatal night had been fixed by the 
Saracen chief for a general aflault by fea and land. 
To allure the confidence of the enemy, the em- 
peror had thrown afide the chain that ufually 
guarded the entrance of the harbour ; but while 
they hefitated whether they fliould feize the oppor- 
tunity, or apprehend the fnare, the minifters of de- 
ftruftion were at hand. The firefliips of the Greeks 
were launched againft them, the Arabs, their arms, 
and yeffels, were involved in the fame flames, the 
diforderly fugitives were dafhed againft each other 
or overwhelmed in the waves; and I no longer 
find a veftige of the fleet, that had threatened to 
extirpate the Roman name. A ftill more fatal 
and irreparable lofs was that of the caliph Soliman, 
who died of an indigeftion** in his camp near 
Kinnifrin or Chalcis in Syria, as he was preparing 
to lead againft Conftantinople the remaining forces 

u The caliph had emptied two baikcts of eggs and of figs, which he 
fwailowed alternately, and the. repafl was concluded witii marrow an'd 
fuijar. In one of his pilt^rimages to Mecca, Solinian ate, at a iingle meal, 
fevtnty pomegranates, a kid, {ix fowl-;, and a huge quantity of the grapes of 
Tayef. If tlic bill of tare be corrc^, we muft admire the appetite rather tltaa 
the luxury of the fovereign of Alia ^Ahulfeda^ Annal. Moilem. p. iz6>)» 

of 




of the Eaft. The. brother of Mofleni^h w^s. fect. 
ceede J by a kinfiriaa and an enemy ; and. the. 
throne of an aftive and able prince was degraded 
by the ufelefs and pernicious virtues of a bigot. 
While he ft^rted and Tj^tisfied the fcruples of a 
blind confcience, thp fiege was continued ihrougb^ 
the wiptjer by, the pegled rather than by this refo- 
lutiop of the; caliph Omar ". The winter, prpyed^ 
iincbmmonly rigorous : abo^e aji hundred days 
the grpund was covered with de^p fnow, and thcv 
loativej; of the' J^ul^try. climes pf Egypt and Arabia 
lay torpid and alrno(l lifelefs in. their frozep camp, 
Tbey revived on the return of fpring j a fecond^ 
effort had been made in their favour; and th^ir 
diftrefs ' was reiipved by the ?irriyal of tv^o nu- 
rnerjous fleets, laden with corji, and arms, and fol- 
diers \ thd firfl: from Alexandria, of fob-r hundred 
tranfports and, gillies; the. fecohd of three • bun-? 
dred and fixty Veffels from the ports of Africa. 
But th§ Greek fires were again ^indled, aad if the; 
deflruflion was lefs coiQDlej^e) it vwas owing to th(^ 
e:5:perience which had taught tlje Moflems to re-^ 
main at 2^ fa^ ^iftance,. or to tb.^ perfidy of thq 
Egyptian majrij^^s, v^ho deferred \yith their fl)ip& 
to the emp<eror of the ^hriftians. The trade an4 
navigation of tli? capital w^re reftored j and thq 
produce of th^ fijheries fupplied th^ waUts, an^ 

»3 See the nrticle of Omar Ben Abdalsziz, in the Bibliotheque Orlentale 
(p. 639, 690.), pr«ftrens, fay*) Eimacin (p. 91.), reUgipnem fuam rebu« 
fuis mundanis. H'-* wa;* fo defirous cf being with God, that he would not 
have anointed his ear \\\\^ own faying) to obtain a perfc6l cure of his lai| 
n\9lady. The caliph had only one fhirt, and in an age of luxury, his annual 
expcnce was no more than two drachms (Abulpharagius, p. 131. )• Hau4 
d.j gavif'js. CO principc luit orbis Moflcmub (AbuUeda, p. 117.}. • 

* 3 even 
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even the luxury, of the inhabitants. But the 
calamities 6f famine and difeafe were foon felt by 
the troops of Moflemah, and as the former was 
ttiifefably afluaged, fo 'the latter was dreadfully 
propagated, by the pernicious nutriment which 
hunger compelled them to extraft from the mofl: 
unclean or unnatural food. The fpirit of conquefl:, 
and even of enthufiafm, was extin£l : the Saracens 
could no longer ftraggle beyond their lines, either 
fingle or in fmall parties, without expofing tliem- 
felves to the mercilefs . retaliation of the Thraciati 
peafants. An army of Bulgarians was attracted 
from the Danube by the gifts and promifes of 
L6o; and thefe favage auxiiianes made fome , 

atonement for the evils which they had inflifte'd 
on the Empire, by the defeat and flaughter of 
twenty-two thoufand Afiatics. A report was dex- 
teroufly fcattered, that the Franks, the unknown 
nations of the Latin world, were arming by fea 
"and laiid in the defence of the Chriftiaa caufe, and 
their formidable aid was expeded with far different 
fenfations in the camp and city. At length, after 
a fiege of thirteen months '% the hopelefs Moflemah Failure and 
received from the caliph the welcome permiffion of [helara*^ 
retreat. The march of the Arabian cavalry over ""*• 
the Hellefpont and through the provinces of Afia, 
was executed without delay or moleftation; but 
an army of their brethren hud been cut in pieces 

'4 Both Nicephorus and Th«ophanes agree that the iiege of ConAan- 
tinople was- raifed the 15th of Augufl (A. D. 71S); but as the former^ oipr 
be(l witncfs^ affirms that it continued tiurceen months, the Utter muil be 
miftaken in fuppoHng that it began on the fame day of the preceding ycf.r. 
1 do nat find that Pagi has remarked this inconfiAency. 

00 
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CHAP, on the fide of Bitbynia, and the remains of the 

^^_^l^ fleet was fo repeatedly damaged by tempeft and 

fire, that only five gallies entered the port of Alex-. 

andria to relate the tale of their various and almoft 

incredible difafters ". 

Invention In the two fiegcs, the deliverance of Conftanti- 

the Grcrk nople may be chiefly afcribed to the novelty, the 

^"* terrors, and the real efficacy of the Greek fire '% 

The important fecret of compounding and direO:- 

ing this artificbl flame wa3 imparted by Callinicus, 

a native of Heliopolis in Syria, who defeY-tcd from 

the fervice of the caliph to that of the emperor '^. 

The fl^ill of a chymifl: and engineer was equivalent 

to the fuccour of fleets and armies ; and this dif- 

covery or improvement of the military art was 

fortunately referved for the dlflrefsful period, 

when the degenerate Romans of the Eaft were 

incapable of contending with the warlike enthu- 

fiafm and youthful vigour of the Saracens. The 

hiftoiian who prefumes to analize this extraor* 



>$ In the fecond fiege of Conftandnople, I have followed Nicephorus 
(Brcv. p. 33—36), Tijcophanes- (Chronograph, p. 324 — 334. )> Ccdrenus 
(Compend. p 44^— 452.)9 Zonaras (totn. ii. p. 9?-v-ioi.), Einuicin CHift. 
Saracen, p. 8S.)'i Abiilfeda (Annal. Moflom* p. i260» and Atulphacagiua 
(Dynaft. p. 130 )> the mo(t fatisfaflory of the Arabt. 

16 Our fure and indefatigable guide in the middle a;es and Byzantine 
btftory, Charles du Frefne du Cange^ has treated in feveral places of th« 
Greek fire, and his coUed^ions leave few gleanings behind. See parttcularlj 
Gloflar. Med. et Infim. Graecltat. p. 1275. fub.voct ITvp daXtxortnoy, t/ypov. 
GlolTar. Med. ct Inftm. Latinitat. Igmt Graicus. Obiervations fur Ville- 
bardfii:^n> p. 305, 306. Obfervations iur Joinville, p. 71 , 72* 

17 Theophanes ftylcs him apX»'''^X'^ (p* *95-)« Cedrenus (p. 437.) 
brings this artift from (the ruin« of) He!iopoli» ia Egypt ; and chemiilrjf 
was indeed the peculiar fcienccof the E;:yptians« 

6 dinary 
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dinary compoCtion ibould fufpeft his own igno* chap. 
ranee and that of his Byzantine guides, fo prone 
to the marvellous, fo carelefs, and, in this in- 
ftance, fo jealous of the truth. From their ob- 
fcure, and perhaps fallacious hints, it (hould 
feem that the principal ingredient of the Greek 
fire was the naptha !% or liquid bitumen, a light, 
tenacious, and. inflammable oil'% which fprings 
from the earth, and catches fire as foon as it comes 
in contaft with the air. The naptha was mingled, 
I know not by what methods or in what propor* 
tions, with fulphur and with the pitch that i$ ex- 
traded from ever-green fif s *^ From this mixture, 

which 



«* The naptha« the oleum incendlarura of the hiftorj of Jerafalem 
(Geft, Dei per Franco?, p. 1167.), the Oriental fountain cf James <ie 
Vitry (1. iii. c. S4.)> is introduced on flight evidence and ftrong pro- 
bability. Cinnamus (1. vl. p. 165.) calls the Greek fire tervp M>}^;xw ; 
and the naptha is known to abound between the Tigris and the Carptan 
Sea. According to Pliny (Hflt. Natur. ii. j09.)> it was fubfervicnt to the 
revenge of Medea, wid in either >etym«logy the iKoum Mtj^iaj, or Mrj^a*^ 
(Frocop. de Betl. Gotliic L iv. c. iiO> n>*y -fairly fignify thi$ liquid. bi- 
tumen. 

*9 On the different fo^^s of oils and bitumens, fee Dr. Watfon's (the 
prefent bifliop of LlandafTs) Chemical ElTays, vol. iii. eflay i. a clalTic 
book, tile beft adapted to infufe the tade.and know4edge of chemiiiry. 
The lefs perfect ideas of the ancients may be found in Strabo ^G«o« 
graph. 1. xvi. p. 1078.) and Pliny (Hill. Natur. ii. io8, 109.). Huic 
(Na^tba) noagns- cognatio q(^ jgnium, tranfiliuntque protimis in earn 
uodecun^ue vifatki. Of our trave]krs I aoa befl^leafed with Otter (toin. i. 
p. 153. 15S.). 

ao Anna Comnena has partly drawn afidc the curtain* Atto tu^ 

tsrevxnf, xoi a\Xsi>v T^van^ To^hTm oEvdpov Qtiy^xXiiiv avw/yirou ^aicpuof 

(Aiexiad. 1. xiii. p* 383). Slfewhcrc (1. xi. p. 336*) (he mentions 
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%hi(:h ptbdiiced a thick finoke and a loud cfxplo(iori| 

proceeded a fkrce and obftinate flatne, which not 

only rofe m perpendicular afcent, but likewife 

burnt with equal vehemende'ih^defcent or lateral 

'progrefs ; inftcad 'of bein^ extinguiftied, it was 

ttouriihed and quickened, by the element of 

water ; -and fand, urine, or vinegar, were the 

only remedies that could damp the fury of -this 

powerful agent, which was juftly denominated by 

the Greeks, the liquid^ or the 'maritime^ fire* 

For the annoyance of the ^nemy, it was employed 

with equal effeft, by fea and land, in battles or iil 

Iregcs. It was either poufed from the rampart 

in large boilers, or launched in red-hot balls of 

{lone and iron, or darted in arrows and javelins, 

twiflred round with flax and tow, whieh had 

deeply imbibed the inflammable oil : fometimes 

it was depofited in fire-fiiips, the vidims Md 

inftruni«ts of a more ample revenge, and was 

moft cpmftionly blown through long tubes of 

copper, which . were planted on the prow of a 

galley, and fancifully fhaped into the mouths of 

favage mongers, that feemed to vomit a dream of 

. liquki and confuming fire. T\m important art 

was preferved at Conftantihople, as the palladium 

of the ftate; the gallies and artlUery might oc* 

cafkmally be lent to rhe allies of RxDmej but the 

compofition of the Greek fire was concealed with 



the property of burning:, xara to tafmii xjcu i^ exotTEpai. Leo, in the 
xix'* chapter of his Tadtics (Opera Meurfiij.tom, vi. p. 5I43. edit. LMnI, 
Florent. i''4S)> fpeaksof the new invention of ^oMf fjitr» p^nns xaw JtawHm 
Thefcarc gcnxiiiicand Tittpcnal ttAlmonics. 

the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 17 

the moft jealous fcniple, and the terror of the f h A p. 
enemies was encreafed and prolonged by their 
Ignorance and furprife. In the treatife of the ad- 
miniftration of the empire, the royal author" 
fuggefts the anfwers and excufes that might heft 
elude the indifcreet curiofity and importunate 
demands of the Barbarians, They fhould be 
told that the myftery of the Greek fire had been 
revealed by an angel to the firft and greateft of the 
Conftantines, with a facred injunflion, that this 
gift of heaven, this peculiar blefling of the Ro- 
mans, fhould never be communicated to any- 
foreign nation : that the prince and fubjecl were 
alike bound to religious filence under the tem- 
poral and fpiritual penalties of treafon and facri- 
lege ; and that the impious attempt would provbke 
the fudden and fupernatural vengeaiice . of the God 
of the Chriftians. By thefe precautions, the fecret 
w^8 <:oj]ifi.ned^ ^bove four hundred year^?, to the 
Romans of the £aft ; and, at the end of the eleventh 
century, the Pifans, to whom every fea and every 
art were familiar, fuffered the efFeQs, without 
underftai^ing the compofition, of the Greek fire^ 
It was at length either difcovered or ftolen by the 
Mahometans ; and, in the holy wars of Syria and 
Egypt, they retorted an invention, contrived 
againft themCelves, on the heads of the Chriftians, 
A knight, who defpifed the fwords and lances of 
the Saracens, .relates, with heartfelt fincerity, 
his own fears, and thofe of his companions, at 
the fight and found of the mifchievous engine 

>i Coni^an^in. Ppiphyrogenlt de Admlni{!rat. linpcril^ 9. xlli. p* €49 

is. 
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CHAP, that difcharged a torrent of the Greek fire, the 
feu Grd^ois^ as it is ftyled by the more early of 
the French writers. It came flying through the 
air, fays Joinville", like a wingfed long-tailed 
dragon, about the thicknefs of an hoglhead, with 
the report of thunder and the velocity of 
lightning ; and the darknefs of the night was dif- 
pelled by this deadly illumination. The ufe of 
the Greek, or, as it might now be called, of the 
Saracen fire, was continued to the middle of the 
fourteenth century *% when the fcientific or cafual 
compound of nitre, fulphur, and charcoal, efFefted 
a new revolution in the art of war and the hiftory 
of mankind **. 

Conftantinople and the Greek fire might ex- 
clude the Arabs from the eaftern entrance of 



Invafion of 
France by 
the Arabs, 
A. D. 721, 



»* Hiftoire de St. Louis, p. 39. Paris, 1668, p. 44* Paris, derimpri- 
merie Royale, 17^1. The former of thefe editions is precious for theob- 
fervations of Ducangej the latter, for the pure and original icxt of Join- 
ville. We muft have lecourfe to tliat text to difcover, that the feu Gre- 
geois was (hot with a pile or javelin^ from an engine that a£led like a 
fling. 

^3 The vanity, or envy, of ihaking the tftabliflicd property of Fame^ has 
tcmjjted feme moderns to carry gunpowder above the xiv^*» (fee Sir William 
Tcmpk, Doteusi &c.)j and the Greek fire above the vii*** century (fee the 
Salufte do Prefident des BrolTes, torn. ii. p. 381,) 5 b»t their evidence, which 
precedes the vulgar acra of the invention, is leldom clear or fati-sfaftory, and 
fubfequent writers may be fofpe^ed of fraud or credulity* In the eariieft 
fieges, fome combuftibks of oil and fulphur have been ufed, and the Greek 
fire has Jowi? affinities with gunpowder both in nature and cffefts: for the 
antiqiiiry of the firA, a parage of Frocopius (de Bell. Goth. 1. iv. c. ix.) 3 
for that of the fecond, fome fadts in the Arabic hiftory of Spain (A. D. 1249. 
1312. 1332. Bibiiot. Arab. Hifp. torn. ti. p. 6, 7, 8.) arc the moft difficuJt 
to elude. 

^4 That extraordinary man, Friar Bacon/ reveals tw6 of the ingredients, 
faltpetrc and fu.'pbur, and conceals the third in a fentence of myfterious gib- 
b«ri(h, as if he dreaded the confequenccs of his own d*fcov*ry (Biographia 
Britannica, voLi. p. 430. new edition). 
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Europe J but in the Weft, on the fide of the c M a p. 
Pyrenees, the provinces of Gaul were threatened 
and invaded by the conquerors of Spain *^ The 
decline of the French monarchy invited the attack 
of thefe infatiate fanatics. The defendants of 
Clovis had loft the inheritance of his martial and 
ferocious fpirit; and their misfortune or demerit 
has affixed the epithet of lazy to the laft kings 
of the Merovingian race*^ They afcended the 
throne without power, and ^unk into the grave 
without a name. A country palace, in the 
neighbourhood of Compiegne *^, was allotted for 
their refidence or prifon; but each year, in the 

*5 For the Invafion of France, and the defeat of the Arabs by Charles 
Martel, fee the Hiiloria Arabum (c. ii, 12, 13, 14.) of Roderic Xinienes> 
archbilhop of Toledo, who had before himf the Chriftian chronicle of Ifidore 
Pacenfls, and the Mahometan hiftory of Novairi. The MoAems are (ilent 
or concife in the account of their IciTcs, but M. Cardonne (torn. i. p. iz^y 130^ 
131.) has given ap»re and finiple account of all that he could colle^^ from 
Ibn Halikan, Hidjazi, and an anonymous writer. The texts of the chroni- 
cles of France, and lives of faints, are infertcd in the CoUedtion of Bouquet 
(torn, iii.) and the Annals of Pagi, who (torn. iii. under the proper years) 
has re(lor<;d the chronologv, which is anticipated fix >ears in the Annals of 
Baroniiis. The Di^ionary of Bayle (y^hdiramt and Munu%a) has more 
merit for livtly refledlion than Original refearch. 

^ Eginharty de Vita Caroli Magni, c. ii. p. 1^— 1<^. edit. Schmlnk, 
Utrecht, 171 1. Some mod«rn critics accufe the miniAtr of Charlemagne o£ 
exaggerating the weaknefs of the Merovingians : but xhc general outline is 
jaft, and the French reader will for ever repeat the beautiful lines of Boileau^s 
Lutrin* 

17 Mamaeca on the Oyfe, between Compiegne and Noyon, which Eginhart 
calls perparvi reditds villam (fee the notes, and the map of ancient France 
for Dom. Bouquet's ColIe£Vion). Compendium) or Compiegne was a palace 
of more dignity (Hadrian Vaiefii Notitia Galliarum, p. isz.)* ^nd that 
laughing philofopher, the Abbe Galliani (Dialogues fur le Commerce de< 
Blcds), may truly affirm, that it was the icfidence of the rois tids Chretiens 
ct ires chevcias. 

C 2 month 
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CHAP, month of March or May, they were condufted ia 
a waggon drawn by oxen to the affembly of the 
!Franks, to give audience to foreign ambaffadors, 
and to ratify the afts of the mayor of the palace. 
That domeftic officer was become the miiiifter of 
the nation and the mafter of the prince. A pub- 
lic employment was converted into the patrimony 
of a private family : the elder Pepin left a king of 
mature years under the guardianfliip of his own 
widow and her chUd ; and thefe feeble regents 
were forcibly difpoueffed by the moft adive of his 
baftards. A government, half favage and half 
corrupt, was almoft diffolved; and the tributary 
dukes, the provincial counts, and the territorial 
lords, were tempted to defpife the weaknefs of the 
monarch, and to imitate the ambition of the mayor. 
Among thefe independent chiefs, one of the bold eft 
and moft fuccefsful was Eudes, duke of Aquitain, 
who, in the fouthern provinces of Gaul, ufurped 
the authority and even the title of king. The 
Goths, the Gafcons, and the Franks, affembled 
under the ftandard of this Chriftian hero : he 
. repelled the firft invafiori of the Saracens ; and 
Zama, lieutenant of the caliph, loft his army and 
his life under the walls of Tholoufe. The am- 
bition of his fucceffors was ftimulated by revenge ; 
fhey repaffed the Pyrenees with the means and the 
refolution of conqueft. The advantageous fitu- 
ation which had recotamended Narbonne *' as the 

firft 

»8 Even before that colony, A. U. C. ^30 (Vdlelus Parercul. i. 15.), in 
the timfiof Polybius (Hift^ 1. iil. p. 2^(5. edit. Cronov.)^ Narbonne was a 

Cclufi 
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itrtt. Roman colony, was again chofen by the ^ " i^ *'• 
Moflems : they claimed the province of Septe- ^^^^^.^^ 
mania or Languedoc as a juft dependence of the 
Spanifli monarchy : th6 vineyards of Gafcony 
and the city of Bourdeaux were poffefled by the 
fovereign of Damafcus and Samarcand ; and the 
fouth of France, from the mouth of the Garonne 
to that of the Rhone, alTumed the manners and 
religion of Arabia. 

But thefe narrow limits were fcorned by the Expedition 
fpirit of Abdalrahman, or Abderame, who had "^^ ^^bl 
been reftored by the caliph Hafhem to the wiflies ^/fjij"^* 

r t_ 1 . r • A. D. 731. 

of the foldiers and people of Spain. That veteran 
and daring commander adjudged to the obedience 
of the prophet whatever ye| remained of France 
or of Europe ; and prepared to execute the 
fentence, at the head of a formidable hoft, in the 
full confidence of furmounting all oppofition either 
of nature or of man. His firft care was to fup- 
prefs a domeftic rebel, who commanded the mod 
important pafles of the Pyrenees : Munuza, a 
Moorifli chief, had accepted the alliance of the 
duke of Aquitaih ; and Eudes, from a n^otive of 
private or public intereft, devoted his beauteous 
daughter to the embraces of the African milbe« 
liever. But the ftrongeft fortreffes of Cerdagne 
were inverted by a fuperior force j the rebel was 
overtaken and flain in the mountaips} and his 
widow was fent a captive to Damafcus, to gratify 
the defires, or more probably the vanity, of thq 

Celtic town of the iirft eminence, and one of the moft northern placet of the 
kngwD world (iS*A|iviUei Notice de TAncienne Gauie, p. 473* )• 



<. 
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CHAP, commander of the faithful. From the Pyrenees, 
Abderame proceeded without delay to the paffage 
of the Rhone and the (lege of Aries. An army 
of ChriRians attempted the relief of the city : the 
tombs of their leaders were yet vifible in the 
thirteenth century; and many thoufands of their 
dead bodies were carried down the rapid ftream 
into the Mediterranean fea. The arms of Ab- 
derame were not lefs fuccefsful on the fide of the 
ocean. He pafled without oppofition the Garonne 
and Dordogne, which unite their waters in the 
gulf of Bourdeaux ; but he found, beyond thofe 
rivers, the camp of ttie intrepid Eudes, who had 
formed a fecond .army, and fuftained a fecond 
defeat, fo fatal to the Chriftians, that, according 
to their fad confeffion, God alone could reckon 
the number of the flain. The viftorious Saracen 
overran the provinces of Aquitain, whofe Gallic 
names are difguifed, rather than loft, in the 
modern appellations of Perigord, Saintogile,, and 
P'oitou : his ftandards were planted on the walls, 
or at leaft before the gatesr, of Tours and of 
Sens ) and his detachments overfpread the king- 
dom of Burgundy as far. as the well-known cities 
of Lyons and Befan^on. The memory, of thefe 
dpvaftations, fof Abderame did not fpare the 
country or the people, was long preferved by tra- 
dition ; and the inyaiipn of France by the Moors 
or Mahometans, afford^ the ground-work of thofe 
fables, which have been fo ' wildly disfigured in 
the romances of chivalry, and fo elegantly adorned 
by the Italian mufe. In the decline of fpciety and 
art, the deferted cities could fupply a ilender 

booty 
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booty to the Saracens; their richeft fpoil was chap. 
found in the churches and monafteries, which they v^"* 
dripped of their ornaments and delivered to the 
flames : and the tutelar faints, both Hilary of Poi- 
tiers arid Martin of Tours, forgot their miraculous, 
powers in the defence of their own fcpulchres '^. 
A viflorious line of march had been prolonged 
above a thbufand miles from the rock of Gibraltar 
to the banks of th^ Loire ; the repetition of an 
equal fpace would have carried the Saracens to 
the confines of Poland and the Highlands of Scot- 
land : the Rhine is not more impaffable than the 
Nile or Euphrates, and the Arabian fleer might 
have failed without a naval combat into the mouth 
of the Thames. Perhaps the interpretation of the 
Koran would now be taught in the fchools of Ox- 
ford, and her pulpits might demonftrate to a cir- 
cumcifed people the fanftity and truth of the reve- 
lation of Mahomet '°. 

From fuch calamities was Chriftendom delivered Defeat of 
by the genius and fortune of one man. Charles, c^s^b/" 
the illegitimate fon'of the elder Pepin; was content charics 

A. D. 73a. 

*9 With regard to the fan^uary of St. Martin of Tours, Rpderic Ximenes 

accufcs the Saracens of the i/tW. Turonis civitatcm, ecdefians et paJ^tia 

• • ••• • ... 

vaftatione et incendio finrjili diruii et confumpfit. The conrinuator of Fre- 
dsgarius imputes to them no more than the intention* Ad domum beatlffimi 
Martini evcrtendam deftinant." At Carohis^ &p. The French annalift was * 
more jealous of the honour of the faint. 

J« Yet 1 fmcerely doubt whether the Oxford mpfph v^ould have produced 
a volume of- controvtirfy fo elegant and ingenious as the fermons lately ' 
preached by Mr* White, the Arabic profelfor, at Mr. Bampton's ledure. His ^ 
obfcTvations on the chara£ler and religion of Mahomet, are always adapted 
to his argument) and generally founded in truth and reafon. He fuilains the 
part of a lively and elocjuent advocate ^ and fometimcs rlfes to tiie nierit of 
4n luAorian and philofopher. 

C 4 V^ith 
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CHAP, with the titles of mayor or duke of the Franks, 
but he deferved to become the father of a line of 
kings, in a laborious adminifltation of twenty-* 
four years, he reftored and. fupported the dignity 
o^ the throne, and the rebels of Germany and 
Gaul were fucceffively crulhed by the aftivity of a 
warrior, who, in the fame campaign, could dif- 
play his banner oh the Elbe, the Rhone, and the 
Ihores of the ocean. In the public danger, he 
was fummoncd by the voice of his country ; and 
his rival, the duke of Aquitain, was reduced to 
appear among the fugitives and fuppliants. 
** Alas V* exclaimed the Franks, " what a tnif* 
** fortune ! what an indignity 1 We have long 
<* heard of the name and conquefts of the Arabs : 
«< we were apprehenfive of their attack from the 
*^ fiaftj they have now conquered Spain, and 
** invade our country on -the fide of the Weft. 
** Yet their numbers, and (fince they have no 
** buckler) their arms, are inferior* to our own.** 
** If you follow my advice,'' replied the prudent 
mayor of the palace, " you will not interrupt 
** their march, nor precipitate your attack. They 
** are like a torrent, which it is dangerous to ftem 

** in its career. The thirft of riches, and the 

* 

*' confcioufnefs of fuccefs, redouble their valour, 
*^ and valour is of more avail thi^n arms or nuni-> 
" bers. Be patient till they have loaded them- 
•' felves with the incumbrance of wealth. The 
poffeffion of wealth will divide their counfels 
and affure your viftory." This fubtle policy 
U perhaps a refinement; of the Arabian writers ; 

and 
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and the fituation of Charles will fugged a more chap. 
narrow and felfifli motive of procraftination ; the 
fecret defire of humbling the pride, and wafting 
the provinces, of the' rebel duke of Aquitain. It 
is yet more probable, that the delays of Charles 
were inevitable and reluflant. A ilanding army 
was unknown under the firfl: and fecond race: 
more than half the kingdom was now in the hands 
of the Saracens : according to their refpedive 
fituatioQ, the Franks of Neuftria and Auftrafia 
were too confcious or too carelefs of the impending 
danger; and the voluntary aids of the Gepidas 
and Germans were feparated by a long interval 
from the ftandard of the Chriftian generaL No 
fooner had he collected his forces, than he fought 
and found the enemy in the centre of France, 
between Tours and Poitiers. His well-condufted 
march was covered by a range of hills, and Ab- 
derame appears to have been furprifed by his 
unexpected prefence. The nations of Afia, Africa, 
and Europe, advanced with equal ardour to an 
encounter which would change the hiftory of the 
world. In the fix firft days of defultory combat, 
the horfemen and ar(:hers of the Eaft maintained . 
their advantage : hut in the clofer onfet of the 
feventh day, the Orientids were oppreflfed by the 
ftrength and ilature of the Germans, who, with 
ftout hearts and iron hands ^', aflerted the civil 

n Gem Auftntt membroram pre-cmlnentil valida, et gens Germany 
corde ec corporc pr9ftantiffiina» quafi in i&^ occuli maniik ferreA et pe^ore 
Arduo Ailibcs cxcinxerunt (Rodrric Toktan. c. xiT-). 

4 and 
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CHAP, and religious freedom of their pofterity. The 
epithet of Martel^ the Hammer^ which has been 
added to the name of Charles, is expreffive of his 
weighty and irrefiftible ftrokes: the vlalour of 
Eudes was excited by refentment and emulation ; 
and their companions, in the eye - of hiftory ^ are 
the [true Peers and Paladini^ of Freik:h chivalry. 
After a bloody field, in vf)Ach Abderame was 
flain, the Saracens, in the clofe-of the evening j 
retired to their camp. In the diforder and defpair 
of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and 
Dampens, of Africa and Spain, were provoked to 
trfrn their armis againft each other : the remains of 
their hoft were fuddenly diffolved, and each emir 
confulted his fafety by * an hafty and feparate 
retreat. At the dawn of day, the ftillnfcfs of aii 
hoftile camp was fufpeded by the' vidorious 
Chriftians : on the report of their fpies, they 
ventured to explore the riches of the vacant tents ; 
but, if we except fome celebrated relics, a fmall 
portion of the fpoil was reftored to the innocent 
and lawful owners.^ The j oj^ftil- tidings 'were -foon 
diffufcd over the Catholic world, and the monks 
of Italy could aflSrm and beKeve that three hundred 
and fifty, or three hundred and feventy-five 
thoufand of the Mahometani had been cruflied by 
the hammer of Charles ^*j while no more than 

fifteen - 

|i Thefe numbers are ftated by PauKWarnefrid, the deaccni of Aquileia 
(dc; Geflis Langobard. 1. vi. p* 921. edit. Grot*), and . Anaftaiiusy the 
librarian of the Roman church (in Vit. Gregocii iL), who tcUs a mira. 
cttlous (lory of three confecratcd fpunges> which rendered inyuinerabie 

tho 
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fifteen hundred Chriftians were flain in the field of c h a p. 
Tours. But this incredible tale is fufficiently dif- -.^^-^^.r 
proved by the caution of the French general, who 
apprehended the fnares and accidents of a purfuit, 
and difmifled his German allies 10 their native 
forefts. The inadlivity of a conqueror betrays the 
lofs of ftrength and blood, and the moft cruel 
execution is rnflifled, not in the ranks of battle, 
but on the backs of a flying enemy. Yet the They re- 
visory of the Franks was complete and final ; th^Frankfc 
Aquitain was recovered by the arms of Eudes ; 
the Arabs never refumed the conquefl: of Gaul, 
and they were foon driven beyond the Pyrenees by 
Charles Martel and his valiant race". It might 
have been expefted that the faviour of Chriften- 
dom would have been canonized, or at leaft 
applauded, by the gratitude of the clergy, who are 
indebted to his fword for their prefent exiftence. 
But in the public diftrefs, the mayor of the palace 
had been compelled to apply the riches, or at lead 
the revenues, of the bifliops and abbots, to the 
relief of the ftate and the reward of the foldiers. 
ffis merits were forgotten, his facrilege alone was 
remembered, and, in an epiftle to a Carlovingian 
prince, a Gallic fynod prefumes to declare that his 

the French foldiers among whom they had been (hared. It (hould feem^ 
that in his letters to the pope, Eudes ufurped the honour of the victory, for 
which he is cha(|ifed by the Freilcb annaliAs, who, with equal falfehoody 
accufe bim of inviting the Saracens. 

n Narbonne, and the reA of Septimanlay was recovered by Pepin, the 
fon of Charles Martel^ A. D. 755 (Pagi, Critica, torn. iii. p. 300.). Thiriy- 
feven years. afterwards it was piliaged by a fudden inroad of the Arabt, who 
employed the captives in the cundruAlon of the mofch ef Cordova (de 
pttignec^ HiA.des Huns, torn. i. p. 354)* 

anceftor 
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anceftor was damned ; that on the opening of his 
tomb, the fpeftators were affrighted by a fmell of 
fire an^ the afpeft of an horrid dragon ; and that 
a faint of the times was indulged with a pleafant 
vifion of the foul and body of Charles Martel, 
burning, to all eternity, in the abyfs of 
helP*. 
Erevatioa The lofs of an army, or a province, in the 
iafj«s» Weftern world, was lefs painful to the court of 
74^1.750. Damafcus, than the rife and progrefs of a do- 
meftic competitor. Except among the Syrians, 
the caliphs of the houfe of Ommiyah had never 
been the objefts of the public favour. The life 
of Mahomet recorded their perfeverance in 
idolatry and rebellion : their converfion had been 
reluftant, their elevation irregular and faftious, 
and their throne, was cemented with the moft holy 
and noble blood of Arabia. The beft of their 
race, the pious Omar, was diflatisfied with his 
own title : their, pierfonal virtues were infuflScient 
to juftify a departure from the order of fucceffion ; 
and the eyes and wiflies of the faithful were 
turned towards the line of Hafhem and the kindred 
of the apoftlp of God. Of thefe the Fatimjfes 
were either rafli or pufillanimous ; but the de- 
fcendants of Abbas cheriflied, with courage and 
difcretion, the hopes of their rifing fortunes. 
From an obfcure refidence in Syria, they fecretly 

)4 This paftorai letter, addreifed to Lewis the Germanic^ the grandfon 
of Charlemagne, and moft probably compofed by the pen of the artful 
Hincmar, is dated in the year S58, and figned by the bifhops of the pro* 
vioees of Rbeims and Rouen (Baronius, Annal. Eccltf. A. D* 741. FJeury, 
Hid. Ecclef. tcm. x. p. 514-^51 6.)* Vet Baroniits b^a(eU> and the JFren^b 
criu^s, rcje^ with contempt chi& epifcopal ^dion. 

difpatqhed 
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djfpatched their agents and miffionaries, ivho chap. 
preached in the Eaftern provinces their hereditary ^, ^^^ 
indefeafible right; and I^^ohammed, the fon of 
Ali,^ the fon of Abdallah, the fon of Abbas, the 
uncle of the prophet, gave audience to the depu- 
ties of Chorafan, and accepted their free gift of 
four hundred thoufand pieces of gold. After the 
death of Mohammed, the oath of allegiance Was 
adminiftered in the name of his fon Ibrahim to* a 
numerous band of votaries, who expefled only a 
fignal and a leader ; and the governor of Chorafan 
continued to deplore his fruitlefs admonitions and 
the deadly llumber of the caliphs of Damafcus, 
till he himfelf, with all his adherents, was driven 
from the city and palace of Meru, by the rebellious 
arms of Abu Moflem ". That maker of kings, 
the author, as he is named, of the call of the 
Abbailides, was at length rewarded for his pre- 
fumption of merit with the ufual gratitude of 
courts. A mean, perhaps a foreign, esctradion, 
could not reprefs the afpiring energy of Abu 
Moflem. Jealous of iiis wives, liberal of his 
wealth, prodigal of his own blood and of that of 
others, he could boaft with pleafure, and pofCbly 
with truth, that he had deftroyed fix hundred 
thoufand of his enemies ; and fuch was the in* 
trepid gravity of his mind and countenance, that 
he was never feen to fmile except on a day of 

U Tb« ftced and the faddle which had carried any of his wives were 
ibftanil;r killed or bomr, left they fhould be afterwards mounted by 
a maJe* Twelve hundred mules or camels were required for his kitchen 
fomiture ; and the d^Uy confumptioa amounted to three thoufand cake$» 
Mn hundred fheep, bc6de$ oxen^ pcultr/y &c. (AbulpharagiU5> Hi(|« 

battte. 
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G H A P. battle^ In the viffble fcparation of parties the 
'm^ green was canfecrated to the Fatimites ; the Om- 
miades were diftfnguMlted by ftie white ; and the 
blacky as the moft adverfe, was naturally adoptetl 
by the Abbaffides. Then- turbans and garments 
were ftained with that gloomy colour : two black 
ftandards, on pike-ftaves nine cubits long, were 
borne aloft in the van of Abu Modem ; and their 
allegorical names of the nigfjt and the Jhadow 
cbfcurely represented the indiffoluble union and 
perpetual fucceffion of the line of Hafhem. Frorti 
the Indus to the Euphrates the Eaft was convulfed 
by the quarrel of the white and the black faftions : 
the Abbaffides were mod frequently viftorious; 
but their public fuccefs was clouded by the per- 
fonal misfortune of their chief. The court of 
Damafcus^ awakening from a long flumber, re^ 
folvqd to prevent the pilgrimage of Mecca, which 
Ibrahim had undertaken with a fplendid retinue, 
to recommend himfelf at once to the favour of 
the prophet and of the people. A detachment of 
cavalry intercepted his march and arretted his per- 
fon; and the unhappy Ibrahim, fnatched away 
from the promife of untafted royalty, expired in 
iron fetters in the dungeons of Haran. His two 
younger brothers, SafFah and Almahfor, eluded 
the fearch of the tyrant, and lay concealed at 
Cufa, till the zeal of the people and the approach 
of his eaftern friends allowed them to expofe their 
perfons to the impatient public. On Friday, in 
the drels of a caliph, in the colours of the fed, 
Saffah proceeded with religious and military pomp 
to the mofch: afcending the pulpit, he prayed 

and 
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apd preached as the lawful fucc^or of Mahomet ; chap. 
and, after bis departure, bis kinfmen bound a 
willing people by an oath of fidelity. But it was 
Qji the banks c^ the Zab, and not in the mofch of 
Cuia, that this l^iportant controverfy was deter* 
mined. Every advantage appeared to be on the 
fide of the white fadtion : the authority of efta- 
blifli^d government ; an ^rmy of an hundred and 
twenty fhoufand foldiers, againfl: a fixth part of 
that number ; and the prefence and merit of the 
caliph Mervan, the fourteenth and lad of the 
houfe of Ommiyah. Before his accei&on to the 
throne, he had deferved, by ^js Georgian war- 
fare, the honourable epithet of the afs of Mefo* 
potamia ^^ ; and he might have been ranked among 
the greateft princes, had not, fays Abutfeda, the 
eternal order decreed that moment for the ruin of 
his £iunily } a decree againfl: which all human 
prudence and fortitude muft ftruggle in vain. The 
Orders qf Mervan were mifl:aken or difobeyed : the 
return of his horfe, from which he had difmounted 
on a neceffary occafion, impreffed the belief of 
his death; and the enthufiafm of the black 
fquadrons was ably conduced by Abdallah, the 
uncle of his competitor. After an irretrievable 
defeat, the caliph efcaped to Mofulj but the 



tf> Al lUmar. He had been governor of Mefopotamia, and the Arabia 
proverb praifes the courage of that warlike breed of affes who never fljf 
from an enemy. The farnamc of Mefvan may juftify the comparifon of 
Homer (Iliad a 557, &c.)> and both will fikncc the moderns, who confidcr 
the afs as a flupid and Ignoble emblem (d^erbclot> Bibllot* Orient 

p. 55SO- 
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CHAP, colours of the Abbaffides were difplayed from the 
rampart ; he fuddenly repafled the Tigris, caft a 
melancholy look on his palace of Haran, crofied 
the Euphrates, abandoned the fortifications of 
Damafcus, and, without halting in Paleftine, 
pitched his lad and fatal camp at Bufir on the 
Friiof the banks of the Nile ^^ His fpeed was urged by the 
a!!d!'7so,' inceffant diligence of Abdallah, who in every 
FdK xo» ^gp ^£ ^jjg purfuit acquired ftrength and reputa- 
tion : the remains of the white fadion wer€ 
finally vanquifhed in Egypt ; and the lance^ 
which terminated the Jife and ans:iety of Mervan^ 
was not lefs welcome perhaps to the unfortunate 
than to the viftorious chief. The mercilefs in^ 
quifition of the conqueror eradicated the mod 
diftant branches of the hoftile race : their bones 
were fcattered, their memory was accurfed, and 
the martyrdom of Hoffein was abundantly re- 
venged on the pofterity of his tyrants. Pourfcorc 
of the Ommiades, who had yielded to the faith 

S7 Four feveral places, all {n Bgypt, bore the nanae of Bufir, or 6ufiris« 
Cd famous in Greek lable. The firft, where Mervan was jlain, was to tlie 
weft of tiie Nile, in the province of Fium, or ArCmoc j the fecond in thie 
i^lta, in the Sebennytic nome ; the third, near the pyramids ; the fourth, 
iwhicli was deftroyed by Dipjciefian (fee above, voi. i. p*439.)> ^n ^^ 'Tiw- 
bais. ] lha]l he/e tj-anfcr^bc a note pi th.e learned and prthodQX MIchaelis • 
Videmor in pluribus i^gypti fuperioris urbibus Bufiri Coptoque arma 
Itimpfiffe Chriftiani, libertaremque de religione fentiendi defendiiTe^ fed 
fuccubuifTe quo in bello Coptus et BuCiis diruta, et circa £fnam maj^a 
ftra{^s edita. Btllum nairant fed caufam belli ignorant fcriptores Byzan« 
flni, ailoqui Coptum et Bufirim non rehellaflTe didturi, fed caulTam Chrlftj* 
anorum (iifccpturi (Not. m. p. ico.). For the geography of the four 
Bufirs, fee Abulfeda (Defcript. ^^ypt. p. 9. verf. Michaelis. Gotting^> 
1776, in 4*0), Michaelis (Not. 122— ity, p. 5S-— Oj.)* »"«* d'AnviJle 
(JVlemoire fur Tfgypte, p. 85. 147. 3105.). 

or 
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or clemency of their foes, were invited to a ban- chap* 
quec at Damafcus. The laws of hofpitality were ^,,^>^.w 
violated by a promifcuous maflacre : the board 
was fpread over their fallen bodies j and the fef- 
tivity of the guefts was enlivened by the mufic of 
their dying groans. By the event of the civil 
war the dynafty of the Abbaflides was firmly efta- 
blifhed ; but the Chriftians only could triumph ia 
the mutual hatred and common lofs of the difciples 
of Mahomet ''. 

Yet the thoufands who were fwept away by the Rcvojt of 
fword of war might have been fpeedily retrieved a^^'^^j, 
in the fucceeding generation, if the confe- 
quences of the revolution had not tended to dif- 
folve the power and unity of the empire of the 
Saracens. In the profcription of the Ommiades, 
a royal youth of the name of Abdalrahman alone 
efqaped the rage of his enemies, who hunted the 
wandering exile from the banks of the Euphrates 
to the vallies of mount Atlas. His prefence in * 

the neighbourhood of Spain revived the zeal of 
the white fadion. The name and caufe of the 
Abbaffides had been firft vindicated by the Per- 
fiaris; the Weft had been pure from civil arms;' 
and the fervants of the abdicated family ftill held, 
by a precarious tenure^ the inheritance of their 

3S See Abulfeda (AnnaL Modem, p. 136 — 14.$.), Eatychius (AnnaL 
torn. ii. p. 39». verf. PcKXKk)^ Flmacin (Hiii. Saracen, p. i09-»X2i.)9 
^bulpharagiuft (Hift. DynaA. p. > 34—140. )> Roderic of Toledo (Hift. 
Arabum, c. iS. p. 33.), Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 356, 357. who 
fpeaksof the AbbafTides under the names of Xa;^aaayiTat and Mavpofc^i), 
And the Bibliotheque of d'Herbelot, in the articles of Ommiades, Abbafftdet» 
Marniariy Xbrahmy Sktffabf Abcu Mojlem, 

Vol. X^ D landa 



34 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, lands and the offices of government. Strongly 
u.*v--^ prompted by gratitude, indignation, and fear, they 
invited the grandfon of the caliph Hafiiem ta 
afcend the throne of his anceffors ; and, in his de- 
fperate condition, the extremes of rafhnefs and 
prudence were almoft the fame. The acclama- 
tions of the^people faluted his landing on the coaffi 
of Andalufia; and, after a fuccefsful ftruggle, 
Abdalrahman eftabliflied the throne of Cordova, 
and was the father of the Ommiades of Spain, 
who reigned above two hundred and fifty years 
frpm the Atlantic to the Pyrenees ^'. He flew in 
battle a lieutenant of the AbbaiTides^ who had in- 
vaded his dominions with a.deet and army: the 
head of Ala, in fait and camphire,. was fufpended 
by a daring meflenger before the palace of Mecca j 
and the caliph Almanfor rejoiced in his. fafety, 
that he was removed by feas and lands from fuch 
a formidable adverfary. Their mutual defigns or 
declarations of offenfive war evaporated without 
eflFeft ; but inftead of opening a door to the con- 
queft of Europe, Spain was diflfevered from the 
trunk of the monarchy, engaged in perpetual hofl 
tility with the Eait, and inclined to peace and 
feiendfcip with the Chriftian fovereigns of Con- 
Ttipic divi- ftantinople and France. The example of the Om- 
^i^i^m^ miades was imitated by the real or fiditious pro- 
geny of Ali, the Edriffices of Mauritania, and .the 
more powerful Fatimites of Africa and Egypt, in 

39 For the revokti^ of Spain, confult Roderic of Toledo (c. xviu. p' 34^ 
&c.), the Bibliotheca Atablco-Hifpana (torn. ii. p. 30. i9S.)> and Cardoone 
(Hift. deTAfriqueet dePEfpagne, torn. i. p. iSo«-X97* 205.272. 3239 
4C.)« 

7 *e 
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the tenth century, the chair of Mahomet was dif- 
puted by three caliphs or commanders of the 
faithful, who reigned at Bagdad, Cairoan, and 
Cordova, excommunicated each other, and agreed 
only in a principle of difcord, that a feflary is more 
odious and criminal than an unbeliever *^ 

Mecca was the patrimony of the line of Haftiem, Magn^fi- 

"' . ccnce of 

yet the Abbaffides were never tempted to refide thccaiiphs, 
either in the birth-place or the city of the prophet. 750—960. 
Damafcus was difgraced by the choice, and pol- 
luted with the blood, of the Ommiades ; and after 
fome iefitation, Almanfor, the brother and fuc- 
ceffor of SafFah, laid the foundations of Bagdad*', 
the Imperial feat of his pofterity during a reign 
of five hundred years '^\ The chdfen fpot is on 
the eaftern bank of the Tigris about fifteen miles 
above the ruins of Modain : the double wall was of a 



4<5 I fhall not flop to refute the ftrange errors and fancies of Sir William 
Tfcmple (his works, vol. iii. p. 371— '374. octavo edition) and Voltaire 
(Hiftoire Generale, c. xxviii. torn. ii. p. 124, 125. edition de Laufanne), 
concerning the divifion of tlie Saracen empire. The miftakes of Voltaire 
proceeded from the want of knowledge orrefledion; but Sir William was 
deceived by aSpaoifli irapoftor, who has framed an apocryphal hiflory of 
the conquett of Spain by the Arabs. 

4« The geographer d' An vlile (rEuphraie et leTiere, p. lai — 123.), and 
the Orientalift d'Herbelot (Bibliothequc, p. 167, 168. )> rnay fuffice for the 
knqwledge of Bagdad. Our travellers, Pietro drlla Valle (toin. U p. 688— 
698. )> Tavernler (torn. i."p. 230 — 238.), Tbevenot (part ii. p. 209—212.), 
Otter (tom- i. p. 162 — 168.), and NIebuhr Voyage en Arable, torn. ii. p. 239 
— 27i.)> have feen only its decay; and the Nubian geographer (p 204.) 
and the travelling Jew, Benjamin of Tudela (Itinerarium, p. 112—123. 
a Conft. TEmpereur, apud ElzevFr, 1633), are the only writers of my 
acquaintance, who have known Bagdad under the reign of the Ab- 
baffides. " • 

4* The foundations of Bagdad were laid A. H. 145, A. D. 762. Moftafcm, 
the laft of Abbaffides, was taken and put to death by the Tartars, A. H. 656, 
A. D. 1258, the 20th of February. 

D z circular 
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CHAP. Circular form ; and fuch was the rapid cncreafc 
I— ^..-1,^ of a capital, now dwindled to a provincial town, 
that the funeral of a popular faint might be at- 
tended by eight hundred thoufand men and fixty 
thoufand women of Bagdad and the adjacent vil- 
lages. In this city of peace "^^ amidft the. riches 
of the Eaft, the Abbaffides foon difdained the 
abftinence and frugality of the firft caliphs, and 
afpired to emulate the magnificence of the Perfian 
kings. After his wars and ^buildings, Almanfor 
left behind him in gold and filver about thirty 
millions fterling**; and this treafure was ex- 
• haufted in a few years by the vices or virtues of 
his children. His fon Mahadi, in a (ingle pil- 
grimage to Mecca, expended fix millions of dinars 
of gold. ^ pious and charitable motive may fanc- 
tify the foundation of citterns and caravanferas^ 
which he diilributed along a meafured road of 
feven hundred miles ; but his train of camels, 
laden with fnow, could ferve only to aftoniih the 
natives of Arabia, and to refrefh the fruits and 
liquors of the royal banquet *^ The courtiers 

43 Medinat al Salem, Dar al Salem. Urbs pads, or> as Is more neatly 
compounded by tl;c Byzantine writers, E*pr,vosroXt; (IrenopoUs). There is 
fome difpute concerning the etymology of Bagdad, but the firft fyllable is 
allowed to Hgnify a garden in the Perdan tongue; the gat-den of Dad « m 
chriflian hermit, whcfe cell Jud been the on)y habitation on the fpot. 

44 Reliquit in jcrario fcxcenties miilies mille ftateres> et quarer et vicies 
millies mille aureos aurcos. Elmacin, Hill. Saracem p. 126- I have 
reckoned the gold pieces at eight (hillings, and the proportion to the filver 
is tvrclvc to one. But I will never anfWer for the numbers of Erpenius } 
and iNie Latins are fcarcely above the favages in the language of arithmetic. 

4ff D*Herbelot, p. 530. Abulfeda, p«i54, Nlvem Meccam apportayir> 
rem ibi aut nunquam aut rariiHrne vifam* 

Would 
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would furely praife the liberality of his grandfon chap. 
Almamon, who gave away four -fifths of the in- 
come of a province, a fum of two millions four 
hundred thoufand gold dinars, before he drew his 
foot from the ftirrup. At the nuptials of the fame 
prince, a thoufand pearls of the largefl: fi^e were 
fliowered on the head of the bride *^ and a lot- 
tery of lands and houfes difplayed the capricious 
bounty of fortune. The glories of the court were 
brightened rather thari impaired in the decline of 
the empire ; and a Greek ambafTador might ad« 
mire or pity the magnificence of the feeble Moc* 
taden " The caliph's whole army,*^* lays the 
hiftorian Abulfeda, '^ both horfe and foot, was 
^^ under arms, which together made a body of 
^' one hundred and fixty thoufand men. His 
" ftate-officers, the favourite flaves, flood near 
*' him in fplendid apparel, their belts glittering 
" with gold and gems. ITear them were f^ven 
^' thoufand eunuchs, four thoufand of them white^ 
<* the remainder black. The porters or door* 
<* keepers were in number feven hundred. Barg^ 
*^ and boats, with the mod fuperb decorations, 
<^ were fei^n fwimming upon the Tigris. Nor was 
.5^ the palace itfelf lefs fplendid, in which were 
** hung up thirty-eight thoufand pieces of tapeftry, 
^ twelve thoufand five hvindrcd of which w^re of 

46 Abulfeday p. 184., 189. ^efcfibes the fplendoor and (ib^ralit^ of 41^ 
mamon. Miiton has aiiudcd to this Oriental cuftom : 

—Or where the gorgeous EaA^ with richefl handy 

Showers on her kings Barbaric pearls and gold. 
I have ufed the siodern word lnuery, to exprefs the MIffirui of the Roman 
emperors, which entitled to ibme prixe the pcri^n whQ ^mflht tliem, as they 
Wfre thrown among the crowd. 

p 3 «* mk 
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CHAP. " filk enibroidered with gold. Th^ carpets on 
" the floor were twenty-two thoufand. An hunr 
*' dred lions were brought out, with a keeper to 
*^ each lion*\ Among the other fpeftacles of 
*' rare and ftupendous luxury, was a tree of gold 
'^ and filver fpreading into eighteen large branches, 
<* on V which, and on the lefler boughs, fat a 
** variety of birds made of the fame precious me^ 
** tals, as well as the leaves of the tree. While 
•* the machinery afFefted fpontanepus motions^ 
" the feVeral birds warbled their natural harmony, 
*' Through this fcene of magnificence, thq Greek 
** ambaffador was led by the vifir to the fpot of 
*' the caliph's throne *^*' In ihe Weft, the Om- 
miades of Spain fupported, with equal pomp, the 
title of commander of the faithful. Three miles 
from Cordova, 'in honour of his favourite fqltana, 
the third and greateft of the Abdalrahmans con^ 
^rufted the city, palace, and gardens of Zehra, 
Twenty-five years, and above three millions fter- 
ling, were employed by the founder : his liberal 
tafte invited the artifts of Conftantinople, the 
•xnoft fkilful fculptors and architects of the age ; 
and the buildings were fuftained or adorned by 
twelve hundred columns of Spanifh and African, 
of Greek and Italian marble* The hall of audicilce 

47 When Bc)l of Antcrmony (Travels, vol i. p. 99.) accompanied the 
Ruflian ambalTador to the ^udience of the unfortunate Shah Hulfein of Fer- 
' fia, titfo lions were introduced, to denote tiie power o^ the king over t^te 
ficrceft animals. 

45 Abulfeda, p. 237. d*Herbelot, p. 590. This embafly was received at 
Bagdad A. H. 305, A. D. 917. In thepaflaec of Abulfeda, I have <ififd, 
withfome varfations, the EngliHi tranflation of tiie learned and amiable Mr% 
Harrisof Salisbury (Philological Enquiries, p. 363, 364.), * 

was 
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•was encruftcd with gold and pearls, and a great c h a p- 
bafon in the centre, was furrounded with the cu- v^-*-v^ 
rious and coftly figures of birds and quadrupeds. 
In a lofty j)avilio|i of the gardens, one of thefe 
tafons and fountains, fo delightful in a fultry cli- 
mate, was repleniflied not with water, but with' 
the pureft quickfilver. The feraglio of Abdalrah- 
man, his wives, concubines, and black eunuchs, 
amounted to fix thoufand three hundred perfons j 
and he was attended to the field by a guard of 
twelve thoiifand horfe, whofe belts and fcymetars 
were ftudded with gold ^^ 

In a private .condition, our defires are perpe- itsconfe- 
tually repreffed by poverty and fubordination ; but privaw^and 
the lives and labours of millions are devoted to p^n^s.*^^^' 
the fervice. of a defpotic prince, whofe laws are 
blindly obeyed, and whofe wiflies are inftantly 
grati^ed. Our imagination is dazzled by the 
fplendid pifture^ and what<2ver may be the cool 
didites of reafon, there are few ,among us who 
would obfiinately refufe a trial of the comfor^ 
and the cares of royalty. It may therefore be of 
fome .ufe to borrow the epcperiencc of the feme 
Abdalraliman, whofe magnificence has perhaps 
excited our admiration and envy, and to tranfcribe 
an authentic memorial which was found in the 
dofet of the deceafed caliph. "I have npw 

reigaed above fifty years in viftory or peace; 

beloved by my fubjeSs, dreaded by ray ene- 






. 49 Cardonne, Hiiioire derAfri<]ueetde4*Erpagne, torn. i. p- 330-¥-33f6. 
A juft idea of the taftc and architecture «f the Arabians of Sp»jr^, (nay be 
conceived from tlie de>fcription and plates of tl)e Alhambra at Qrentda 
(Swinburne's Travels, p. 1 7 1 — x88, ). 

: . ' D 4 " mies, 
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CHAP. ^« mies, and refpefted by my allies. Riches and 
** honours, power and pleafure, have waited on 
** my call, nor does any earthly bleffing appear 
** to have been wanting to my felicity. In this 
•* (ituation I have diligently numbered the days 
«* of pure and genuine happinefs which have fallen 
^^ to my lot : they amount to Fourteen :— O 
** man ! place not thy confidence in this prefent 
** world '^ !** The luxury of the caliphs, fo ufe- 
lefs to their private happinefs, relaxed the nerves, 
and terminated the progrefs, of the Arabian em- 
pire. Temporal and fpiritual conqueft had been 
the fole occupation of the fir ft fucceflbrs of Ma- 
homet ; and after fupplying themfelves with the 
neceffaries of life, the whde revenue was fcrupu- 
loufly devoted to that falutary work. The Abbaf- 
fidcs were impoveriftied by the multitude of their 
wants and their contempt of oeconomy. Inftead 
of purfuing the great objeft of ambition, their 
leifure, their affeftions, the powers of their mind, 
were diverted by pomp and pleafure ; the rewards 
of valour were embezzled by women and eunuchs, 
and the royal camp was encumbered by the luxury 
of the palace. A fimilar temper was difiufed 
among the fubjedls of the caliph. Their ftern en- 

50 Gardonne, torn. i. p. 399, 330. This confeffion> tbe complaints of 
Sdlomon of the vanity of this world (read Prior*s verbofe bvt eloquent poem), 
and the happy ten days of the emperor Seghed (Rambler^ N* 204, 205. )» 
will be triumphantly quoted by the dttradtors of human life. Their ex- 
pefbtions are commonly immoderate, their eilimates aK feldom impartial, 
lllmaj^fpcakof myfelf (the only pcrfon of whom lean fpeakwith cer. 
taioty), M) happy hours have far exceeded, and far exceed, the fcanty num- 
bers of the caliph of. Spain j and I fliall not fcruple to add, that many of 
them are due to the plea£ng labour of the prefent coo^ofilion. 

thufiafm 
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thufiafm was foftened by time and profp^rity : they chap. 
fought riches in the occupations of indxiftry, feme .^^/^l^,^ 
in the purfuits pf literature, aud happinefs in th6 
tranquillity of domeftic life. War was no longei* 
the paiEon of the Saracens ; and the increafe of 
pay, the repetition of donatives, were infufficient 
to allure the pofterity of thofe voluntary cham- 
pions who had crowded to the ftandard of Abu- 
bekcr and Omar for the hopes of fpoil and of 
paradife. 

Under the re^n of the Ommiades, the ftudies ^.n^'o^JQc- 
of the Moflems were confined to the interpretation learning 
of the Koran, and the eloqtience and poetry of ATablfw,* 
their native tongue. A people continually expofed ^*^^^ 754» 
to the dangers of the field muft efteem the heal- *6. 
fog powers of medicine or rather of furgery : but 
the ftarving phyficians of Arabia murmured a 
complaint, that exercife and temperance deprived 
them of the greateft part of their praftice". 
After their civil and domeftic wars, the fubjefls 
of the Abbaffides, awakening from this mental 
lethargy, found leifure and felt curiofity for the 
acquifition of profane fcience. This fpirit was 
firft encouraged by the caliph Almanfor, who, 
befides his knowledge of the Mahometan law, had 
applied himfelf with fuccefs to the ftudy of aftro- 
nomy. But when the fceptre devolved to Alma* 
mon, the feventh of the Abbaffides, he completed 
the defigns of his grandfather, and invited the 

5' The Guliftan (p. a 39.) relates the convcrfation of Mahomet and ^_ 
phyficlan (Epiftol. Renaudot. in Fabricius, Bibliot. Grxc. torn. i. p. 8f4.)« 
The prophet himfelf was {killed in the art of medicine $ aiid Gagnler (Vie 
de Mahomet, tom.'iii, p. 394—405.) has given an extrad of the aphorifms 
which aie extant voder hit name. 

4 mufes 
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CHAP, mufes from their ancient feats. His ambaffadors 
at Conftantinople, his agents in Armenia, Syria, 
and Egypt, coUefted the volumes of Grecian fci- 
iBUce; at his command they were tranflated by 
the moll fkilful interpreters into th^ Arabic lan- 
guage : his fubjedbs were exhorted affiduoully to 
per.ufe thefe inftruGtive writings ; and the fucceflbr 
of Mahomet a0ifl:ed with pleafure and modefty at 
the afiemblies and difputations of the learned. 
*' He was not ignorant," fays Abulpharagius, 
^' that iiey are the eled of God, his beft and mofl: 
^^ ufeful fervants, whofe lives are devoted to the 
^^ improvement of their rational faculties. The 
^^ mean ambition of the Chinefe or tj^e Turks may 
glory in the induftry of their hands or the in* 
dulgence of their brutal appetites. Tet theff 
** dexterous artifts muft view, with hopelefs emu- 
^^ lation, the hexagons and pyramids of the cells 
** of a bee-hive ** : thefe fortitudinous heroes are 
awed by the fuperior fiercenefs of the lions and 
tygers ; and in their amorous , enjoyments, they 
** ^re much inferior to the yigojur of the groffeft 
*' and mofl fordid quadrupeds. The teachers of 
^' wifdoin are the true luminaries and. legiilators 
^^ of a world, which, withoat their ; aid, would 



» ff See their curious arcbite^)iure in Re«mmuf (Hill, des lf\(e€tet, torn., v. 
Memoire viii.). Thefe hexagons are clofed by a pyramid ; the angles of 
the three fides of a flmilar pyramid, fuch as would accomplifli the given 
end with the fmallefl quantity poflible of materials, viCTc determined 
by a mathematician, at 109 degrees a6 minutes for the larger, 70 degrees 
34 minutes for the fmaller. The adual meafure is 109 degrees »S mU 
rutcs, 70 degreps 32 minutes. Yet this perfc^ harmony raifcs t)fe work 
at the expence of the artift : the bees are not maders of tranfcendant geo- 
metry. 
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** again fink in ignorance and barbarifm ".'* The chap, 
zeal and curiofity of Almamon were imitated by 
fucceeding princes of the line of Abbas : their 
rivals, the Fatimites of Africa and the Ommiades 
of Spain, were the patrons of the learned, as well 
as the commanders of the faithful : the fame royal 
prerogative was claimed by their independent emirs 
of the provinces ; and their emulation diffufed the 
tafte and the rewards of fcience from Samarcand 
and Bochara to Fez and Cordova. The vifir of 
a fultan confecrated a fum of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold to the foundation of a^ college at 
Bagdad, which he endowed with an annual reve- 
nue of fifteen thoufand dinars. The fruits of 
inflrudion were communicated, perhaps at dif- 
ferent times, to fix thoufand difciples .of every 
degree, from the fon of the noble to that of the; 
mechanic : a fufEcient allowance was provided for 
the indigent fcholars ; and the merit or induftry 
of the profeffors was repaid with adequate (lipends. 
In every city the produftion« of Arabic literature 
were copied and coUefted by the curiofity of the 
ftudious and the vanity of the rich. A private 
do£lor refufed the invitation of ttie fultan of Bo- 
phara, becaufe the carriage of his books would 
have required four hundred camels. The royal 
library of the Fatimites confifted of one hundred 
thoufand manufcripts, elegantly tranfcribed and 

53 Saed £bn Ahmed, cadhi of Toledo> who died A. H. 4629 A. D* 106^^ 
has furniihed Abulpharagius (Dynad. p. 160.] with this curious piaifaj^y 
as well as* with the text of Pocock^s Specimen Uifloriae ^rabum* A 
number of literary anecdotes of ph&ofopbers, phyfician^, Sec. who hav« 
Hounfhed under each caliph^ form ihe principal merit of the Dynalliea of 
Abulpharagius. •• < , - 

fplcadidly 
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^ LiL ^* ff)lendidly bound, which were lent, without jca- 
Vi*-v-^-^ loufy or ayarice, to the ftudcnts of Cairo. Yet 
this colleftion muft appear moderate, if we can 
believe that the Oinmiades of Spain had formed a 
fibrary of fix hundred thoufand volumes, forty* 
four of which Were employed in the mere cata* 
logue. Their capital, Cordova, with the adjacent 
towns of Malaga, Almeria, and Murcia, had 
given birth to ttidte than three hundred writers, 
&ftd above feventy public libraries were opened in 
the cities of the Andalufian kingdom. The age 
t>f Ar^biati leamkig continued about five hundred 
, 'years, till the g^^eat irruption of the Moguls, and 
i;^as coeval with the darkefl and- moft flothfui 
fyeriold of Ewopdlan annais ; but fmce the fun of 
fdemre ha% arifea in the Weft, it fhouid feem 
thkt the Ori^tal ftudies have ianguiflied and 
tjeclifted '^ 
Their real 111 the Kblrarie^ of the Arabians, as in thofe of 
S^fcTences. EuTope, the "kit greater part of the innumerable 
volumes were pofieflM only of local value or ima- 
ginary merit". The fcdves were crowded with 
'Orators and potts^ wliofe ftyle was adapted to the 
tafte ztsA mannei^ of their countrymen ; with 
^nera! and partial hUloiies, which each reviving 

^4 fliefe literary ^iteedcn^es are borrowed from the Bibliotheca Arabico- 
KiQiana .(tom ii. |>..^S. 71. zoi., 20x.)/l^o Africar.us (dc Arab. Medicis 
ct Philofophisy in Fabric. Bibliot* Grace, torn. xiii. p. 159—298, particu- 
larly p. 274*]> and Renaudot (Hifl. Patriarch. Alex. p. 274, 275. 53 6, 
5^70» bcAdes (he chronological remarks of Abulpharagii^s. 

^ 1%e AMbit tatelogne of the Efcurial will give a juft idea of the 
f>Yop*(Aftion of the chif^n. hi the library of Cairo, the MSS. of afironomy 
Slid medicine amodffied xo 6500, %itfa two fair .globes^ the xmic of brafs, 
fha other of filver (Bibliot. Arab< Hifp. torn* i« p* 417. }• 
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generation fupplied with a new harveft of perfoas c h a p« 
and events; with codes and cdnuoentaries of jurif- 
prudence, which derived their authority from th^ 
law of the prophet ; with the interpreters of th^ 
Koran, and orthodox tradition ; and with the whol^: 
theological tribe, polemics, myftics, fcholaftics, an4 
moralifts, the firft or the laft of writers, according 
to the different eflimate of fceptics or believers* 
The works of fpeculation or fcience may b$ 
reduced to the four clafTes of philofophy, mathema^ 
tics, aftronomy, and phytic. The fages of Greece 
were tranflated and illuftrated in the Arabic lan- 
guage, and fome treatifes, now loft in the priginal* 
have been recovered in the verfions of the £aft ^\ 
which pofiefled and ftudied the writings of Ariftot^ 
and Plato, of Euclid and ApoUonius, of Ptolemy, 
Hippocrates, and Galen ^\ Among the id^^l 
fyftems, which have varied with the fafhion of tfae 
times, the Arabians adopted the philofophy pf the 

56 As for jnft^ncey the fifth, GiLtli, and fev«nch books (Che eighth 
is Aill wa|>ting) of the Conic SeAions of Apollonius Pergsus^ >viiich 
yivtre printed from the Florence MS. 1661 (Fabric. Bibliot. Grac. torn. ii. 
p. 559.)> ^c ^he fifth book had been previoufly reftored by the n^. 
thcmatical divinatioi2 of Viviani (fee his Elpge in Foixtenelle, torn. v. p. 599 

ice). 

57 The merit of thefe Arabic verfions is freely difcuffed by Renau^ot 
(Fabric. Bihiiot. Graet. torn- i. p* 812— 8i6)> and pioufiy defended by 
Gafira (Bibiipt. Arab. Hifpana, torn. i. p- 2 38-*-240.). Mgft of the verfions 
of Piatb, Ahfiotle, Hippocratcji, Calen^ &c. are afcribed to Honain, a phy« 
ifician of the Keftorian leQ^ who flouril^ed at Bagdad in the court of |he 

caliph^, and died A. D. 876. He was at the head of a fchool or manu- 
faaure of tranfiatiOns^ and the wQrks of his Tons and difciples were 
publifiied under his name. See Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 88. 115. 171— 
^74* i>Dd apud AlFcmani Bibljot. Orient, torn. ii. p. 4^8. }, d*Herbeiot 
(Biblioc OrJentale, P*.45^')> AflTcman (Bibliot. Orient, (o^'n* iii. p. 164.)$ 
and Cafirl (Bibliot. Arab* Hifpana^ torn* i. p. 23^9 &c, a5X. 286— 290. 
|02« 3041 &c ). 
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CHAP. Stagirite, alike intelligible' or alike obfcure for the 
readers of every*tge. Plato wrote for the Athe^ 
nians, and his allegorical genius is too clofely 
blended with the language and religidn of Greece* 
After the fall of that religion, the Peripatetics, 
emerging from their obfcurity, prevailed in the con- 
troverfies of the Oriental fefts, and their founder 
was long afterwards reftored by the Mahometans 
of Spain to the Latin fchools ^\ The phyfics, 
both of the Academy and the Lycaeum, as they 
are^builr, not on obfervation, but on argument, 
have retar3ed the progrefs of real knowledge. The 
metaphyfics of infinite, or finite, fpirit, have too 
often been enliffed in the fervice of fuperftition. 
But the human faculties are fortified by the art 
and pra6lice of dialedlics ; the ten predicaments 
of Ariftotle colleft and methodife our ideas '% and 
his fyllogifm is the keened weapon of difpute. It 
was de^troufly wielded in the fchools of the Sara- 
cens, but as it is more efFeftual for the deteftioa 
of error than for the inveftigation of truth, it is 
not furprifing that new generations of mafters and 
difciples (hould ftill revolve in the fame circle of 
logical' argument. The mathematics are diftin- 
guiihed by a peculiar privilege, that, in the courfe 
of ages, they may always advance, and can never 
recede. But the ancient geometry, if I am not 
mifinformed, was refumed in the fame ftate by the 

58 See Mo(heiin> Inftitut. Hift. Eccief. p. 181,214. 236. 257. 315. 33S. 
396. 438, &c. 

59 The mod elegant commentary on the Categories or Predicaments of 
Ariftotle may be found in the Philofcphical Arrangements of Mr. James 
Harris (London^ 17759 in odavo)^ who laboured to revive the ftudtes of 
Grecian literature and phUofophy* ^ • . 
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Italians of the fifteenth century ; and whatever ^ ^ .^ ^• 
may be the origin of the name, the fclence of n, 
algebra is afcribed to the Grecian Diophantus 
by the modeft teftimony of the Arabs them- 
felves^. They cultivated with more fuccefs the • 
fublime fcience of aftronomy, \^hich elevates the 
mind of man to difdain his diminutive planet 
and momentary exiftence. The coftly inftruments 
of oBfervation were fupplied by the caliph Alma- 
mon, and the land of the Chaldaeans ftill afforded 
the fame fpecious level, the fame unclouded hori- 
zon. In the plains of Sinaar, and a fecpnd time 
in thofe of Cufa, his mathematicians accurately 
meafured.a degree of the great circle of the earth, 
and determined at twenty-four thoufand miles the 
entire circumference of our globe ^'. From thq 
reign of the Abbaflides to that of the grand- 
children of Tamerlane, the ftars,^ without the aid 
of glaffes, were diligently obferved ; and the 
aftronomical tables of Bagdad, Spain, and Samar- 
cand ", corred fbme minute errors, without daring 

^ Abulpharagius, Dynaft. p. 8 r. 222. Bibllot. Arab. Hli^. torn. i. 
p. 370, 371. In quern (fays the primate of the Jacobites) fi immiferit fe 
ledtofy oceaiium hoc in gencrc [a/gebrir) inveniet. The time of Diophantus 
offAlexandria is unknown, but his fix books are ftiVl extant, and h&ve been 
lUuflfated by the Greek Pianudes and tlie Frenchman Meziriac (Fabric* 
Bibliot. Gr«c. torn. iv. p. 12— 15.). 

*i Abulfcda (Annal. Moflem. p. 210, 211. verf. Reiike) defcribes this 
•peration according to Ibn Challcran, and the be(i hidorians-. This <;iegree 
mod accurately contains 100,000 royal or Halhemite cubits, which Arabia 
had derived from the fapred and legal practice both of Paleftine and Egypt. 
This ancient cubit is repeated 400 times in eacii bafis of the great pyramid^ 
and feems to indicate the.primitive and univerfai meafures of the £a(l. Sec 
the Metrologle of the laborious M. PauAon, p. 101-— 195.), 

6£ See the Agronomical Tables of Ulegh Begh, witii the preface of 
Dr. Hyde, in the firil volume of hi; Syntagma DKHrtationumy Oxon, 

17^7. ) 
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CHAP, to renounce the hypothcfis of Ptolemy, without 
advancing a ftep towards the difcovery of the 
folar fyftem. In the eaftern courts, the truths of 
fcience could be recommended only by ignorance 
and folly, and the aftronomer would have been 
difregarded, had he not debafed his wifdom or 
honefty by the vain predidions of aftrology ^K 
But in the fcience of medicine, the Arabians have 
been defervedly applauded. The names of Mefua 
and Geber, of Razis and Avicenna, are ranked 
with the Grecian matters i in the city of Bagdad, 
eight hundred and ftxty phyficians were licenfed 
to exercife their lucrative profeffion*^*: in Spain, 
the life of the Catholic princes was entrufted to 
the (kill of the Saracens ^% and the fchool of Sa- 
' lerno, their legitimate offspring, revivjed in Italy 
and Europe the precepts of the healing art **• The 
fuccefs of each profeffor mud have been influenced 
by perfonal and accidental caufes} but we may 
form a lefs fanciful eftimace of their general know- 



^l The truth of aftrology was allowed by Albumazar^ and the bed of t6e 
Arabian aftronomerS)' who drew their moik certain predidions, not from 
Venus and Mercury, but from Jupiter and the fon (Abuipharag. Dynaft. 
p. 16 1— 163* )• For the ftate and fcience of the Perfian ailronomersf fee 
Cbardin (Voyages en Perfe, torn. iti. p. 162— aoj.). 

64 Bibliot. Arabico-Hifpana, torn. i. p. 438. The original relates a 
pleafant tale, of an ignorant but harmlefs pra^itioner. 

65 In the year 956, Sancho the fat, king of Leon» was cured by th« 
phyficians of Cordova (Mariana, 1. viil. c. 7. torn. i. p. 318.). 

^ The fchool of Salerno, and the introdu£lion of the Arabian fcience* 
into italy, are difcufled with learning and judgment by Muratori (Antiqui- 
tat. Italiai Medii >£va, torn. iii. p. 932— 940*) and Giannone (IftoriaCivill 
di NapoU^ torn* li. p. 119— SS7.)« 
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ledge of anatomy *% botany ", aiid chemlftry *•, c ha p. 
the threefold bafis of their theory and pradice. A 
fuperftitious reverence for the dead confined both 
the Greeks and the Arabians to the diffeftion of 
apes and qoadrupols; the more folid and vifible 
parts wer^ known in the time of Galeiiy and the 
finer fcnitiny of the human frame was rdferved for 
the microfcope and the inje£tio<i8 of modem 
artifta. Botany is an a&ive fdence, and the dif^ 
coveries of the torrid zone might enrich the 
herbal of Diofcorides with two thoufimd plants* 
Some tracfitionary knowledge might be fecreted 
in the temples and monafteries of Egypt ; much 
ufefal experience had been acquired in the pradice 
of arts and manufactures; but the fdence of 
chemiftry owes its origin and improvement to the 
induftry of the Saracens* They firft invented and 
named the alembic for the purpofes of diftillation, 
analyfed the«fubftances of the three kingdoms of 
nature, tried the diftindion and affinities of alcaiis 
and acids, and converted the poifonous minerals 

^' Sec a good view of the progrefs of anatomy In Wotton (Reflections on 
aoclent and modem Learningt p. 208 — 256.)* His reputation lias t>een 
unworthily depreciated by tkc wits in the controverfy of fioyle and 
Bentley. 

68 Bibliot. Arab. Hifpana, torn- i. p. 275. Al Beithar of Malaga, their 
greatefl botanift, liad travelled into Africa, Perfia, and India. 

^9 Dr. Wfitfon (Elements of Chemi'try, vol. i. p. 17, 5cc.) allows th^ 
•rigmii/ merit of the Arabians. Yet be quotes the modeft confeflion of the 
famouiGeber of tbeix^** ceniury (d*Herbclot, p. jS;.)* that he had drawn 
moll of his fcience, perhaps of the t ranfmutatron of metals, from the ancienc 
iagcs. Whatever might be the origin or extent of their knowledge, the 
arts of chemiftry and alchymy appear to have been known in Egypt at 
leaft three hundred years before Mahomet (Wotton's Rt flections, p. 12 1 
^-133. Pauw, Reeherches fur les Egypiiens et les Cbinois^ torn. i. p* 376 
—449.). 
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into foft and falutary medicines. But the moffc 
eager fearch of Arabian chemiftry was the tranf- 
mutation of metals, and the elixir of immortal 
health : the r^afon and the fortunes of thoufands 
wcte: evhporatSd . in th^ cf ucibles of alj^hymy, and 
tbfe cQnfiynmaiiop of the great work was pro- 
moted by th«: worthy aid of myftery, fable, and 
faperftition# 

But the Moflem^ deprived themfelves of the 
principal benefits of a familiar intercourfe with 
Greece and Rome, the. knaw ledge of antiquity, 
the purity of tafte, and the freedom pf thpught* 
Confident in the riches of their native tongue, the* 
Arabians difdained the ftudy of any foreign i^iom. 
The Greek interpreters were chofen among their 
Cbriftian fubje£l$ }. they formed their tranilations,. 
fometimes on the original text, more frequently 
perhaps on a Syriac verfion ; and in the crowd of 
aflronomers and phyficians, there is no example of 
a poet, an orator, or even an hiftorian, being 
taught to fpeak the language of the Saracens ^^ 
The mythology of Homer would have provoked 
the abhorrence of thofe ftern fanatics ; they pof- 
feffed in lazy ignorance the colonies of the Mace- 
donians, and the provinces of Carthage and Rome: 
the heroes of Plutarch and Livy were buried in 
oblivion j and the hiftory of the world before Ma- , 

70 Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. a6. 148.) mentions a Syriae verfion of Ho^ 
mer*8 two poems> by Theo^hiI»s, a Chrifllan Maronire of mount Libancrs, 
who profcfled aftronomy a|t Roha or Edcffa towards the end of the viii'''* 
century. His vrotk would be a literary cnriofity. I have read fomewhere, 
but 1 do not believe, that Plutarch's Lives were translated into Turkifli for 
the ufe of Mahomet the fccond. 
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hornet was reduced to a Ihort legend of the pa-* ^ ^,f ^v 
triarchs, the prophets, and the Perfian kings. Our^ 
education in the Greek and Latin fchools may- 
have fixed in our minds a ftandard of excluiive, 
tafte ; and I am not forward to condemn the lite-, 
lature and judgment of nations, of whofe lan«. 
guage lam ignorant. Yet I know that the claflics/ 
havd much to teach, and I believe that the Orien- 
tals have much to learn : the tempesate dignity of* 
ftyle, the graceful proportions of art, the forms 06 
viiible and mteUedlual beauty, thejuft delineation 
of character and paffion, the rhetoric of narrative 
and argument, the regular fabric of epic and dra- 
matic poetry ". The influence of truth and fca-. 
fon is of a lefs ambig^uous complexion. The phi- 
lofbphers of Athens and Rome enjoyed the 
bleflings, and aiferted the rights, of civiLand. re- 
ligious freedom. Their moral and poliitical writings' 
might have gradually unlocked the fetters of 
Eattern defpotifm, diffufed a liberal fpirit of cn.- 
quiry and toleration, and encouraged the Arabiaa. 
iages to fufped that their caliph was a tyrant and 
their prophet an impoftor ^*. The inftinfl: of fuper- 
ftition was alarmed by the introduftion even of the 
abftraft fciencesj and the more rigid doftors of 

7* I have perufed with much pleafure, Sir William Joneses Latin Com- 
mentary on Afiatic Poetry (London, 1774, in od^avo), which was compofcd 
in the youth of that wonderful linguift. At prcfent, in the maturity of his 
ta/le and judgment, he would perhaps abate of the fervent, and even par- 
tialy praife which he has beAowed on the Orientals. 

7* Among the Arabian philofopiiers, Averroes has been accufed of defpifing 
the religion of the Jews, theChriflians, and the Mahometans (fee his article 
in Baylc^s Dictionary). Each of thefe ftds would agree, that in two in* 
ilances out of three; his conteaipt was rea fon able. 
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the law condemned the rafh and pernicious curio* 
fity of Almamon ^*. To the ihirft of martyrdom, 
the viiion of paradife, and the belief of predeftina* 
tbn, we mull: afcribe the invincible enthufiafm 
of the prince and people. And the fword of the 
Saracens became lefs formidable, when their 
youth was drawn away from the camp to the coU 
lege, when the armies of the faithful prefumed to 
read and to refleft. Yet the foolifh vanity of the 
Greeks was jealous of their (Indies, and relu£tantly 
imparted the facred fire to the Barbarians of the 
Eaft'*. 

In the bloody confli6l of the Ommiades and 
Abbailides, the Greeks had flolen the opportunity 
of avenging their wrongs and enlarging their 
limits. But a fevere retribution was .exacted by 
Mohadi, the third caliph of the new dynafty,. who 
feized in his turn the favourable opportunity, 
while a woman and a child, Irene and Conftati* 
tine, were feated on the Byzantine throne. An 
army of ninety-five thoufand Perfians and Arabs 
was fent from the Tygris to the Thracian Bofphorus^ 
under the command of Harun ^^ or Aaron,, the 



73 D'Herbelot, BibHotheque Orientals, p. 546. 

74 0£&^iXo^ aTOTTOv xp*ya$ Ei mv roof ovruv yiKcffiVi ji w to Tu^jLoaAfp 
•ytvoj 0at//Aa^£T«i ExdoToy rroiricru rot? E0y£crt, dec. Cedrenus, p. 548. wh« 
relates how manfuUy the cirperoi reiufcd a mathematician to the inftancet 
ajid offers of the caliph Ahnamon. This abfurd fcruple is exprcflcd aimed 
in the fame words by the continuater of Theophanes (Scrjjxores poft 
Theophanem> p. iiS.). 

75 See the reign and charafJer of Harun al Ralhid, in the BibHotheque 
Orientale, p. 431 — 433. under his proper title: and in the relative articles 
to which M. d'Herbclot refers. That Karned colie^or has Ihewn much 
tafte in dripping tlie Crient^l chroricies of their inAru^ve and amuling 
anccdctes. 

fegond 
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fecond fon of the commander of the faithful. Hig chap. 
encampment on the oppofite heights of Chryfo- 
polis or Scutari, informed Irene, in her palace of 
Conftantinople, of the lofs of her troops and 
provinces. With the confent or connivance of 
their fovereign her minifters fubfcribed an igno« 
minious peace : and the exchange of fome royal 
gifts could not difguife the annual tribute of feventy 
thoufand dinars of gold, which was impofed on 
the Roman empire. The Saracens had too rafhiy 
advanced into the midft of a diftant and hoflile 
land : their retreat was folic! ted by the promile of 
faithful guides and plentiful markets ; and not a 
Greek had courage to whifper, that their weary 
forces might be furrounded and deftroyed in their 
neceflary paflage between a llippery mountain and 
the river Sangarius. Five years after this expe- 
dition, Harun afcended the throne of his father 
and his elder brother; the mod powerful and 
vigorous monarch of his race, illuftrious in the 
Weft, as the ally of Charlemagne, and familiar 
to the mod childifh readers, as the perpetual hero 
of the Arabian tales. His title to the name of Al 
Rajhid (the Juji) is fuUied by the extirpation of 
the generous, perhaps the innocent, Barmecides ; 
yet he could liften to the complaint of a poor 
widow who had been pillaged by his troops, and 
who d^red, in a paflfage of the Koran, to threaten 
the inattentive defpot with the judgment of God 
and pofterity. His court was adorned with luxury 
and fcience ; but, in a reign of three-and-twenty 
years, Harun repeatedly vrfited his provinces from 
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Chorafan to Egypt ; nine times he performed the 
pilgrimage of Mecca ; eight times he invaded the 
territories of the Romans ; and as often as they 
declined the payment of the tribute, they were 
taught to feel that a month of depredation ws^s 
more coftly than a year of fubmiffion. But when 
the unnatural mother of Conftantine was depofed 
and baniftied, her fucceflbr Nicephorus refolved to 
obliterate this badge of fervitude and difgrace. 
The epiftle of the emperor to the caliph was pointed 
with an allufion to the game of chefs, which had 
already fpread from Perfia to Greece. " The 
«* queen (he fpoke of Irene) confidered you as a 
<* rook and herfelf as a pawn. That pufiUanir 
** mous female fubmitted to pay a tribute, the 
** double of which fhe ought to have exafted froiA 
** the Barbarians. Reflore therefore the fruits of 
" your injuftice, or abide the determination of 
*' the fword.'* At thefe words the ambafladors 
caft a bundle of fwords before the foot of the 
throne. The caliph fmiled at the menace, and 
drawing his fcymetar, famfamah^ a weapon of 
hiftoric or fabulous renown, he cut afunder the 
feeble- arms of the Greeks, without turning the 
edge, or endangering the temper, of his blade. 
He then diftated an epiftle of tremendous brevity : 
" In the name of the moft merciful God, Harun 
" al Rafliid, commander of the faithful, to 
Nicephorus, the Roman dog. I have read thy 
letter, O thou fon of an unbelieving mother. 
** Thou (hall not hear, thou (halt behold my 
*^ reply.*' It was written in charafters of blood 

and 
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ymd fire on. the plains of Phrygia ; and the warlike chap, 
relerity of the Arabs could only be checked by the 
arts of deceit and the (hew of repentance. The 
triumphant caliph retired, after the fatigues of the 
campaign,. to bis favourite palace of Racca' on the 
Euphrates''*'; but the diftance of five hundred 
railes, and the inclemency of the feafon, encouraged 
his adverfary to violate the peace. Nicephorus was 
aftonifhed by the bold and rapid march of the 
commander of the* faithful, who repaffed, in the 
depth of winter, the fnows of mount Taurus : his 
ftratagems of policy and war were exhaufted ; 
and the perfidious Greek efcaped with three wounds 
from a field of battle overfpread with forty thoufand 
of his fubjefts. Yet t,he emperor was afhamed of 
fubmiflion, and the caliph was refolved on viftory. 
One hundred and thirty-five thoufand regular 
foldiers received pay, and were infcribed in the 
military roll ; and above three hundred thoufand 
perfons of every denomination marched under the 
. black ftandard of the Abbaffides. They fwept the 
furface of Afia Minor far beyond Tyana and An- 
cyra, and inverted the Pontic Heraclea ", once a 
flourifliing ftate, now a paltry town ; at that time 

7^ For the fituation of Racca, the old Niccpliorium, confult d^AnviUe 
(d*Eupbrat«j,ct ie Tigrc, p. 24—17. ). The Arabain Nights rcprefent Harun 
al Ra(hid as almod ilationary in Bagdad. He rtfpedcd the royal feat of the 
Abbaflides, but tUe vices of the inh.iutants had dnvtn Itim from the city 
^AbuJfed. Annal. p. 1^7. )• 

77 M/ D. Tourncfort, in his coafting voyage from Conftantinople to Tre- 
•faizond, pdflfeda night at Heraclea or Eregri. His eye furveyed the prefent 
iUte, hi« reading coUedfid the antiquities, of the city (Voyage' du Levant, 
^om. iii. lettrc xyi, p. 23—350* We have a feparate hi(lory»of Heraclea in 
ihefragoients ofMemaon^ which are preferved by Photius. 

£ 4 capable 
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capable of faftaining ia her antique walls a month's 

fiege againft the forces of the Eaft. The ruin w^ 

complete^ the fpQil was ample ; but if Harun had^ 

been converfant with Grecian (lory, he would have 

regretted the ftatue of Hercules^ whofe attributes, 

the club, the bow, the quiver, and the lion's hide, 

were fculptured in mafiy gold. The progrefs of 

defolation by fea and land, from the Euxine to the 

ifle of Cyprus, compelled the emperor Nicephorus 

to retrad his haughty defiance. In the new treaty, 

the ruins of Heraclea were left for ever as a leflbn 

and a trophy; and the coin of the tribute was 

marked with the image and fuperfcription of 

Harun and his three fons ^'. Yet this plurality of 

lords might contribute to remove the diihonour of 

the Roman name. After the death of their father, 

the heirs of the caliph were involved in civil dif- 

cord, and the conqueror, the liberal Almamon, 

was fufficiently engaged in the reftoration of 

domeftic peace and the introdudion of foreign 

fcience. 

The Arabs Under the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, of 

iflclfc/Jte, Michael the Stammerer at Conftantinople, the 

>^D,8i3. jfljmds of Crete ^' and Sicily were fubdued by the 

Arabs. 

7^ The wan of Harun aLRaihid againft the Roman exspire* are related 
by Theophanes (p. 384, 385. ^9}. 396. 497, 408. )> Zonaray (torn. U* ].zy» 
p« 115. i24.)9 Cedrenus (p. 477»478.)> Eutychius (Annal. toin.ii.p. 4O70> 
Elmacin (Hift> Saracen, p. 136. 151, 1520* Abiilpharagius (Dynaft. p* 147. 
i5X.)>and AbqUeda (p. 156. 166^168,). 

79 Tlie authocf irom whom I have learned the niatk of the aneient and 
modem ^ate of Crete, are Bclon (Obfcrvations, Set, c }^--aa Paris, 1 555)^ 
ToumeiMrt {Voyage du Levant, torn. }. lettre ij. et |ii.), and Meurfins 
(Ca JIT Ap 'm hit workt, tonu Hi* p. 343«-544«}« A)thoii|^ Cmt i$ ftyled 
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Arabs* The former of thefe conquefts is dif- c ha r 
dained by their own writers, who were ignorant 
of the fame of Jupiter and Minos, but it has not 
been overlooked by the Byzantine hiftorians, who 
now b^n to caft a clearer light on the affairs 
pf their own times '^ A band of Andalufiaa 
volunteers, difconteated with the climate or go- 
vernment of Spain, explored the adventures of 
the fea ; but as they failed in no more than ten 
or twenty gallies, their warfare mud be branded 
with the name of piracy* As the fubje£is and 
feSlaries of the white party, they might lawfully 
invade the dominions of the ilack caliphs. A 
rebellious faftion introduced them into Atex« 
andria"; they cut in pieces both friends and 
foes, pillaged the churches and the mofchs, fold 
above fix thoufand Chridian captives, and main* 
tained their ftatlon in the capital of Egypt, till 
they were oppreffed by the forces and the pre- 
fence of Almamon himfelf* From the mouth of 

by Homer Umpoc, by Dionyfiqs Aiffapi Ti.xa* vjpovf?, I tstnnot conceive 
that mountainous ifland to furpafs, or even to equal, in fertility the greater 
part of Spain. 

So The moft authentic and clrcomftantlal intelliget^ce is obtained from the 
lour books of the Continuation of Theophanes, compiled by the pen or the 
command of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, with the Life of his father Bafii 
the Macedonian (Scriptores poft Theophanem, p. i--«i6i. ^ Francif. Com- 
befisy Paris» 1685)4 The lofs of Crete and Sicily is related, 1. it* p. 46-* 
51. To thefe we may add the fecondary evidence of Jofeph Genefius (1. ii« 
p. ftl» Veoet. i733)> George Cedrcnus (Compend. p. 506—508.)) and 
John Scylitzes Curopabta (apud Baron. Annal. EccleC A. D. 817. No. 14, 
tec). But the modem Greeks are fuch notorious plagiaries, that I fhould 
only quote a plurality of names, 

<' Renaudot (Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 151—^56. 268—270.) has 4e- 
Icribed the ravages of the Andalufian Arabs Iq ^l^ypt) but has forgot to 
^$oDXkc€t tltem with the con^ueft of Crete; 

the 
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CHAP, the Nile to the Hellefpont, the iflands and fea^ 
coafts both of the Greeks and Moflems were 
expofed to their depredations ;' they faw, they 
envied, they tafted, the fertility of Crete, and 
foon returned with forty gallies to a more ferious 
attack. The Andalufians wandered over the land 
fearlefs and unmolefted ; but when they de- 
fended with their plunder to the fea-fhore, their 
veffels were in flames, and their chief, Abu Caab, 
confeflfed himfelf the author of the mifchief. 
Their clamours accufed his madnefs or treachery. 
*' Of what do you complain ?" replied the crafty 
emir. •* I have brought you to a land flowing 
** with milk and honey. Here is your true 
** country ; repofe from 'your toils, and forget 
*^ the barren place of your nativity." " And 
** our wives and children ?" *' Your beauteous 
^ captives will fupply the place of your wives, 
" and in their embraces you will foon become the 
*' fathers of a new progeny.*' The firfl: habita- 
tion was their camp, with a ditch and rampart, 
in the bay of Suda ; but an apofl:ate monk led them 
to a more defirable pofition in the eaftern parts ; 
and the name of Candax, their fortrefs and colony, 
has been extended to the whole iiland, under the 
corrupt and modern appellation of Candia. The 
hundred cities of the age of Minos were diminiflied 
to thirty ; and of thefe, only one, mod probably 
Cydonia, had courage to retain the fubfl:ance of 
freedom and the profeflion of Chriftianity. The 
Saracens of Crete foon repaired the lofs of their 
navy \ and the timbers of mount Ida were launched 

into 
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into the main. During an hoftile period, of one chap. 
hundred and thirty-eight years, the princes of Con- y^.^^^^^^ 
ftantinople attacked thefe licentious corfairs with 
fruitlefs curfes and inefFeftual arms. 

The lofs of Sicily** was occafioned by an aft andofSi- 
of fuperftitious rigour. An amorous youth, who ^^Jl^^^ 
had ftolen a nun from her cloifter, was fentenced 
by the emperor to the amputation of his tongue. 
Euphemius appealed to the reafon and policy of 
the Saracens of Africa ; and foon returned with 
the Imperial purple, a fleet of one hundred (hips, 
and an army of feven hundred horfe and ten 
ihoufand foot. They landed at Mazara near the 
Tuins of the ancient Selinus ; but after fome partial 
viftories, Syracufe '* was delivered by the Greeks, 
the apoftate was flain before her walls, and his 
African friends were reduced to the neceffity of 
feeding on the flefh of their own horfes. In their 
turn they were relieved by a powerful reinforce- 
ment of their brethren of Andalufia ; the largeft 
and weftern part of the ifland was gradually 
reduced, and the commodious harbour of Palermo 
was chofen for the feat of the naval and military 
power of the Saracens. Syracufe preferved about 

' '* An\6t (fays tlie contlnuator of Tlicophanes, 1. 1?, p. 51O Se rotvr» 
ca^frara xeu irXaTtxwTEpoj; >! tots ypa^nar» ©eoyvwrw xa* «f X^^9^ 
iXfoo-a n/Awv; This hiftory of the tofs of Sicily is no longer extant. Mu- 
ratori (Annali d'ltaiia, torn. vit. p. 7. 19. %j, &c.) has added fome circum- 
Aanc^ from the Italian chronicles. 

8j The fplendid and interefting tragedy of Tanerede would adapt itfelf 
-much better to this epoch, than to the date (A. D. 1005) which Voltaire 
himfelf has chofen. But I muft gently reproach the poet, for infaiin^ 
mtp the Greek fubjea^ the fprit of modern knights and ancient repub^ 
licans. 

J fifty 
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fifty years the faith which (he had fworn to Chrift 
and to Caefan In the Ia(t and fatal fiege, her 
citizens difplayed fome remnant of the fpirit which 
had formerly refifted the powers of Athens and 
Carthage. They flood above [twenty days agsunft 
the battering-rams and catapulfa^ the mines and 
tortoifes of the befiegers ; and the place might have 
been relieved, if the mariners of the Imperial fleet 
had not been detained at Condantinople in bui]d« 
ing a church to the Virgin Mary, The deacon 
Theodofius, with the bi0iop and clergy> was 
Ragged in chains from the altar to Palermo, cad 
jnto a fubterraneous dungeon, and expofed to the 
hourly peril of death or apoftacy. His pathetic, 
and not inelegant complaint, may be read as the 
lepitaph of his country **• From the Roman con- 
quefl: to this final calamity, Syracufe, now 
dwindled to the primitive ifle of Ortygea, had 
infenfibly declined. Yet the relics were flill prc-» 
pons ; the plate of the cathedral weighed five 
thoufand pounds of filver ; the entire fpoil was 
computed at one million of pieces of gold (about 
four hundred thoufand pounds (terling), and the 
captives mud out-number the feventeen thoufand 
Ghriflians who were tranfported from the fack of 
Tauromenium into African fervitude. In Sicily, 
the religion and language of the Gredcs were 
eradicated; and fuch was the docility of the 
rifing generation, that fifteen thpufand boys were 

t4 The narrative or lamcntaHon of Theodofiut U trMifciibe^ and iUuC 
trated by Pagi (Critica, torn, iii, p. 719^ «(«.). ConftaniiiM Porpkyiv* 
genitus (in Vit. Bafil. c 65^9 70, p, i9(0«»)ft,) ^neiltioiis tbcloft «f Sym- 
f ufe and the triumph of the demons. 

circum* 
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circfimcifdl and clothed on the feme day with the ^ ^^f ^• 
fon oi the Fatimite caliph. The Arabian fqua* <^^^-w 
drons iffued from the harbours of Palermo^ 
Bifinrta, and Tunis $ an hundred and fifty towns of 
Calabria and Campania were attacked and pil- 
laged ; nor could the fuburbs of Rome be defended 
by the name of the Csefars and Apoftles. Had 
the Mahometans been united, Italy mud have 
fallen an eafy and glorious acceflion to the empire 
of the prophet. But the cahphs of Bagdad had 
loft their authority in the Weft ; the Aglabites 
and Fatimites ufurped the provinces of Africa; 
their emirs of Sicily afpired to independence ; 
and the defign of conquefl; and dominion was 
degraded to a repetition of predatory in- 
roads •*. 

In the fufferings of proftrate Italy, the name of invaiioo of 
Rome awakens a folemn and mournful recol- thesara- 
le£lion. A fleet of Saracens from the African a."d,846. 
coaft prefumed to enter the mouth of the Tyber, 
and to approach a city which even yet, in her fallen 
ftate, was revered as the metropolis of the Chriftian 
world. The gates and ramparts were guarded by 
a trembling people ; but the tombs and temples of 
St. Peter and St. Paul were left expofed in the 
fuburbs of the Vatican and of the Oflian way. 
Their invifible fanftity had prote£ted them againft 
the Goths, the Vandals, and the Lombards; but 

9s The exrrads fiom the Arabic KiAorles of Sicily arc given in Abulfcda 
(Annal. Moflem. p. ayi-*!?}}* and in the hrfi volume of Muratori*s» 
Scriptores Kerum Italicarum. M. de Guigr.ci (Hi A. des Huns, tom. i. 
P* 3^3> 3^4') ^^ added fome ioiporca&t i»6.%, 

< the 
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CHAP, the Arabs difdained* both the gpfpej ' and;: tft« 
legend ; and their rapacious fpi|-it was approved and 
animated by the precepts of the Koran. , The 
Chriftian idols- were ftripped of their cpftly offefr 
ings ; a (ilver altar was torn awayifrom tl^e (brine 
of St. Peter ; and if the bodies pr tt)e buildingi 
were left entire, their deliverance muf^jbe imputed 
to the hafte, rather than the fcruples,. of tjhe 
Saracens. In their, courfe along- the Appianway, 
they pillaged Fundi and befleged Gayetajj^buj 
they had turned afide from the walls of Romej 
and, by their divifions, the Capitol was.^faved 
from the yoke of the prophet of Mecca.^ ^The 
fame danger flill impended on the heads qf the 
Roman people; and their domeftic force;, wag 
unequal to the affault of an African emir./'^he]| 
claimed the proteftion of their Latin foyereign ; 
but the Carlovingian ftandard was overthrown by 
a detachment of the Barbarians : they meditated 
the reftoration of the Greek emperors j But the 
attempt was treafonable, and the fuccour remote 
and precarious". Their diftrefs appeared to 
receive fome aggravation from the death of their 
fpiritual and temporal chief; but the preffing 
emergency fuperfeded the forms and intrigues of 
an election ; and the unanimous choice of pope 

86 One of the moft eminent Romans (Gratianus, magifter mllltum et 
Roman! palatli fuperifta) was accufed of dedartng, Quia Franci nihil nobis 
boni faciunt, neque adjutorlum prxbent> fed magis qus nodra funt vio* 
lenter toUunt. Quare nonadvocamus Grscos, et cum eis foedus pads com- 
ponentes, Francorum regem et gentem de noftro regno et dominationc cx- 
peliimus ? Anaftafius in Leone IV. p. 199. 

Leo 
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Leo the fourth ^^ was the fafety of the church and chap. 
city. This pontiff wa^ born a Roman ; the v^-y^ 
courage of the firft age?^ of the republic glowed in 
his breaft ; and, amidfl: the ruins of his country, 
he flood ereft, like one of the firm and lofty- 
columns that rear their heads above the fragments 
of the Roman forum. The firft days of his reign 
were confecrated to the purification and removal 
of relics, to prayers and proceffions, and to all the 
folemn offices of religion, which ferved at leaft to 
heal the imagination, and reftore the^ hopes, of 
the multitude. The public defence had been long 
negleded, not from the prefumption of peace^ but 
from the diftrefs and poverty of the times. As 
far as the fcantinefs of his means and the fhort- 
nefs of his leifure would allow, the ancient walls 
were repaired by the command of Leo ; fifteea 
towers, in the moft acceffible ftations, were built 
or renewed ; two of thefe commanded on either 
fide the Tyber; and an iron chain was drawn 
acrofs the ftream to impede the afcent of an hoftile 
navy. The Romans were aflured of a fhort refpite 
by the welcome news, that the fiege of Gayeta 
had been raifed, and that a part of the enemy, 
with their facrilegious plunder, had periflied in the 
waves. 

But the ftorm which had been delayed, foon viaory 
burft upon them with redoubled violence. The tVxv!'''^ 

A. D. $49* 

?7 Voltaire (Hift. Generale, torn. ii. c 38. p. 124 ) appears to tc re- 
markably ilruck with the character of pope Leo IV. 1 have borrowed his 
general exprelTion^ but the fight of the forum has furni(hed me with a 
more diflindt and lively Image. 

Aglabite^ 
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CHAP. Aglabite", who reigned- in Africa, had inherited 
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from his father a treafure and an army : a fleet of 
Arabs and Moors, after a fliort refrefhment in the 
harbours of Sardinia, caft anchor before the 
mouth of the Tyber, fixteen miles from the city ; 
and their difcipiine and numbers appeared to 
threaten, not a tranlient inroad, but a ferious 
defign of conqueft and dominion. But the 
vigilance of Leo had formed an alliance with the 
vaflals of the Greek empire, the free and maritime 
ftates of Gayeta, Naples, and Amalfi ; and in the 
hour of danger, their gallies appeared in the port 
of Oftia under the command of Caefarius the fon 
of the Neapolitan duke, a noble and valiant youth, 
who had already vanquifhed the fleets of the Sara- 
cens. With his principal companions, Caefariutf 
was invited to the Lateran palace, and the dex- 
terous pontiff aflefled to inquire their errand, and 
to accept with joy and furprife their providential 
fuccour. The city bands, in arms, attended their 
father to Oftia, where he reviewed and bleffed his 
generous deliverers. They kiflcd his feet, re- 
ceived the communion with martial devotion, and 
liftened to the prayer of Leo, that the fame God 
who had fupported St. Peter and St. Paul on the 
waves of the fea, would ftrengthen the hands of his 
champions againft the adverfaries of his holy name. 
After a fimilar prayer, and with equal refolution^ 

M De Guigncs, H ft. Generale des Hurts, torn. i. p. 363, 364. Cifr- 
^nnt, liift. de T Afriqne et de rEfpa^ne, fous U Domination dcs Arabes, 
tem.ii. p. 24* »5- ^ obfeive, and cannot reconcile, the difference of tlicf* 
wuUr» in \fii\ CuQuCCxoti of the Agabites. 

the 
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the Moflems advanced to the attack of the Chriftian c ha p. 
gallies, which preferved their advantageous ftation 
along the coaft. The vidory inclined to the fide 
of the allies, when it was lefs glorioufly decided 
in their favour by a fudden tempeft, which con- 
founded the ikiUand courage of the ftouteft mari* 
Hers. The Chriftians were fheltered in a friendly 
harbour, while the Africans were fcattered and 
daflied in pieces among the rocks and iflands of an 
hoftile fliore. Thofe who efcaped from fliipwreck 
and hunger, neither found nor deferved mercy at 
tte hands of their implacable purfuers. The fword 
and the gibbet reduced the dangerous multitude of 
captives ; and the remainder was more ufefuUy 
employed, to reftore the facted edifices which 
they had attempted to fubvert. The pontiff, at 
the head of the citizens and allies, paid his grate* 
ful devotion alt the Ihrines of the apoftles ; and, 
among the fpoils of this naval vi£lory, thirteen 
Arabian bows of pure and mafly filver were fu£> 
pended round the altar of the fiihermen of Galilee. 
The reign of Leo the fourth was employed in the 
defence and ornament of the Roman ftate. The 
chnrches were renewed and embelliflied : near four, 
thoofand pounds of filver were confecrated to re- 
pair the lofles of St. Peter ; and his fanftuary was 
decorated with a plate of gold the weight of two 
hundred and fixteen pounds ; emboflfed with the 
portraits of the pope and emperor, and encircled 
with a (Iring of pearls. Yet this vain magnificence 
refl«Ss lefs glory on the character of Leo, than the 
paternal care with which he rebuilt the walls of 
Horia and Ameria; and tranfported the wan- 
dering inhabitants of Centumcellae to his new 
Vou X. F foundation 
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CHAP, foundation of Le^polis, twelve miles from the fea- 
v,y*-v-w ihore *^. By his liberality a colony of Corficans, with 
their wives and children, was planted in the ftatioa 
of Porto at the mouth of the Tiber ; the fallipg city ; 
was reftored for their ufe, the fields and vineyards 
were divided among the new fettlefs : their firft ef- 
forts were affift^4 by a gift of horfes and cattle ; and 
the hardy exiles, who breathed revenge againft the . 
Saracens, fwore to live and die under the ftandard . 
of St. Peter. The nations of the Weft, and North 
who vifited the threihold of the apoftles had gra- 
dually formed the large and populous fuburb of 
the Vatican, and their various habitations w^re 
diftingu'iflied, in the language of th^ fipes, as the 
fchools of the Gxeeks and Goths, of the Lbmbards 
and Saxons. But this venerable fpot was ftill 
open tofacrilegious infult : the defign of inclo/ing 
it with. walls and towers exhaufted all that autfao- 
rity could command, or charity would fupply : and 
the pious, labour of four years was animated ioT 
every feafon, and at every hour, by the prefence ' 
of the indefatigable pontiff. The love of feme, a 
generous b^t. worldly pjaffion, may be detcfted in' 
Ffeondation the name of the Leghine ciiyy which he beftowed 
nine ckyr °^ ^^^ Vatican ; yet the pride of the dedicaliiori : 
A. D. 852. was . tempered with Chriftian "penance agid • humi- ' 
lity.. The boundary was trod by the bifhap aiid 
his clergy,; barefoot,, in fackcloth and aflies ; the 
fongs of jtriumph were modulated to pfalms and 
litanies ;. the . walls were befprinkled with holy 
water \ and the ceremony was concluded with a - 

•^ Berctti (Chorograpliia Italiae Medii -^vl,' p. 106. 108.) has illiiftratcd 
Centumcellats Ltopoli», Civitas Leonina^ and the other places of the Roman 
dutch/. 

prayer. 
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grayer, that under rhe guardian care of the apoftles cli a p« 
and the angelic hoft, both the old and the new >_ J^y^ 
Rome might ever be preferved pure, profperous, 
and impregnable '^ 

The emperor Theophilus, fon of Michael the ThcAmori- 
Stammerer, was one of the moft aftive and high- tw^nTbe- 
fpifited princes who reigned at Conftantinople X^iS^mf 
during the middle age. In offenfive or defcnfive ^^d. 83s. 
war, he marched in perfon five times againfl: the 
Saracens,' formidable in his attack, efteemed by 
the enemy in his loflfes and defeats. In the lad of 
thefe expeditions he penetrated into Syria, and 
befieged the obfcure town of Sozopetra ; the cafual 
birth-place of the caliph Motaflem, whofe father 
Harun was attended in peace or war by the mod: 
favourite of his mvhs and concubines. The revolt 
of a Berfian impoftor employed at that moment 
the arms of the Saracen, and he could only inter- 
cede in favour of a place for which he felt and 
acknowledged fome degree of filial affedUon. 
Thefe fplicitations determined the emperor to 
wound his pride in fo fenfible a part. Sozopetra^ 
was levelled- with the ground, the Syrian prifoners^ 
were marked or mutilated with ignominious 
cruelty, and a thoufand female captives were- 
forced away from the adjacent territory. Among 
thefe a matron of the houfe of Abbas invoked, in 

9^ The Arabs and the Greeks are alike filent concerning the invafion o£ 
Rome by the Africans. The Latin cljroniclcs do not afford much inftruc- 
tion (fee the Annals of Baronlus and Pagi). Our autheniic and contem- 
porary guide for the Popes of the \x^^ century is Anaftafius, librarian of the 
Roman church. His Life of Leo IV. contains twcnty-four pages (p. 175— 
199. edit. Pal-is) ; and if a great part confifts of fupcrftitious trifles, wemuft 
blame w commend hij herq, who was «iucb oftener in a church than in a 

•amp* . ^ ♦ 
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CHAP, ain. agony of defpair, the name of MotaflTcm ; anc^ 
the infults of the Greeks engaged the honour of 
ber kinfinan to arenge his indignity, and to aa* 
fvver her appeal. Under the reign of the two. elder 
brothers, the inheritance of the youngeft had been 
confined' to Anatolia, Armenia, Geprgia, and. 
Circafiift; this frontki ftation had exerciied his 
military talents ; and among his accidental claims- 
to the name of 06lonary^\ the mod meritorious 
are the eight battles which he gained or fought 
againft the enemies of the Koran. In this, petfbnal 
quarrel, the troops of Irak, Syria, and Egypt, 
were recruited, from the tribes of Arabia, and thfii 
Turkifh hords: his cavalry might be numerous^ 
though we (hould dedufl fome myriads from the 
hundred and thirty thoufand horfes of the royal 
Oables ; and the expence of the armament was 
computed at four liiillions fterling, or one faun*' 
dred thoufand pounds of gold. From Tarfas the 
place of aflembly, th'e Saracens advanced in three 
divifions along the high road of Conitantinople : 
Motaflem hinifelf commanded the centre, and the 
vanguard was given to his fon Abbas, who, in the 
trial of the firft adventures, might focceed with 
the more glory, or fail with the lead reproach. 
In the revenge of his injury, the caliph prepared 
to retaliate a fnnilar affront. The father of Theo- 
philus was a native of Amorium^* in Phrygia: 

the 

9» The fame nuTidcr wa« applied to tlic following circumftance in the life 
of Motaflem : he was the eighth of the Ahbaflides j he reigned e^it years^ 
elgks months, and eight days j Icfi tight fons, eight daughters, ciglt thoufand 
fl ivcs, eight nuUioni of gold. 

9^ Amorium is fcHom mention^ hy the old geographers, and tota!Iy 
forgotten in the Ronruui itineraries. Afcer the vi^'' century, it be.ame an 

rpifvo- 
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the ori^nal hu of the Imperial houfe had been c h a p« 
adorned with privileges and monuments; and 
whatever might be the mdiflference of the people, 
Gonftantmople itfelf was fcarcely of more value in 
the^yes of the fovereignand his court. The name 
of Amorium was infcribed on the (hteids of the Sa- 

• 

racens ; and their three armies were again united 
under the walls of the devoted city. It had been pro. 
pofed by the wifeft counfcUors, to evacuate Amo- 
rium, to remove the inhabitants, and to abandon the 
tempty ftrui^ures to the vain refentraent of the Bar* 
bariang. The emperor embraced the more gene** 
rous refolution of defending, in a iiege and battle, 
the country of his anceftors. When the armies 
drew near, the front of the Mahometan line appeared 
to a Roman eye more clofely planted with fpears 
and javelins ; but the event 6f the aflion was not 
glorious on either fide to the national troops. The 
Arabs were broken, but it was by the fwords of 
thirty thoufand Perfians, who had obtained fervice 
and fettlemcnt in the Byzantine empire. The 
Greeks were repulfed and vanquiflied, but it was 
by the arrows of the Turkifli cavahy ; and had not 
their bow-ftrings been damped and relaxed by the 
evening rain, very few of the Chriftians could 
have efcaped with the emperoj from the field of 
battle. They breathed at Doryl^um, at the dif- 
tance of three days; and Thecphilus, reviewing 
his trembling fquadrons, forgave the common 
flight both of the prince and people. After this 

epifcopal fee, and ar length tlic metropclis of the new Galatia (Carof. 
S*^^' J'aiilo, Ceogrjph. Sa^n, p. 234..). The city rofs again from its ruins, 
if wc (hould read Ammuna^ not Jtnguria^ iu the text of the Nubian geogra- 
pher (p. 236.). , 

F 3 d^fcovery 
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difcoyery of his weaknefs, he vainly hoped to de^ 
precate the fate of iVmorium : the inexorable ca^ 
}iph rejedted with contempt . his prayers and pro- 
mifes ; and detained the Roman ambaflfadors to be 
the witneffes of his great revenge. They had nearly 
been the witneffes of his fliame. The vigorous 
affaults of fifty-five days were encountered by a 
faithful governor, a veteran garrifon, and a defpci* 
rate people; and the Saracens muft have raifed 
the fiege if a domeftic traitor had not pointed to 

the weakeft part of the wall, a place which was 
decorated with the ftatues of a lion and a bull. 
The vow bf Motaffem was accomplifhed with un- 
relenting rigour: tired, rather than fatiated, with 
deftruftionjhe returned to his new palace of Samata, 
in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, while the 
unfortunate^^ Theophilus implored the tardy and 
doubtful aid of his Weftern rival the emperor of 
the Franks, Yet in the fiege of Amorium above 
feventy thoufand Moflems had perfflied : their lofs 
had been revenged by the flaiighter of thirty 
thoufand Chriftians, and the fufferings of an equal 
number of captives, who were treated as the moft 
atrocious criminals. Mutual neceffity could fome- 
times extort the exchange or ranfom of prifoni- 
ers ^* y but in the national and religious conflifl; of 

the 

9S la xht £aA he was Oyled Aurv;^f)? (Continuator Theopban. hi\i, 
p. 84.) J but fuch was the ignorance of ttie Weil, that his amHafTadors, in 
public difcourfe, might boldly narrate, de vi^toriis, quas adverfus txtcras 
bellando gentes ccelltus fuerat affecutus. (Annalift. Bertinian. apud Pagi^ 
torn. ill. p. 720 ) 

94- Abulpharagius (Dynaft, p. 167, 168.) relates one of thcfe Angular 
iranfaftions en the bridge of the river Lamus in Cilicia, the limit of the two 
irmpircs, and one day's journey weilyvard of Tarfus (d*Anvillc, Gcogra- 

pUe 
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the two empires, peace was without coAfidence, c h a. p. 
and war without mercy, Quj^rter was feldoin v,.^^,^ 
given in the field ; thofe who efcaped tlje edge qf 
the fword were condemned to hopelef^ fei;vitude, 
or exquifite torture; and a Catholic emperor re- 
lates, with vifible fatisfadion, the. execution of 
the Saracena of Crete, who were flayed alive, o^ 
plunged into caldrons of boiling oiP\ To a 
point of honour Motaflcira had facrificed a flourifli- 
ing city, two hundred thoufand lives, and the 
property of millions. The fame caliph defcended 
from his horfe, and dirtied his robe to relieve the 
diftrefs of a decrepid old man, who, with his 
.laden afs, had tumbled into, a ditch. On which 
of thefe aiSionSjdid he refled with th^ moft plea- 
fure, when he was fummoned by the angel of 
death ^r? : ' 

With Mptaflemy xhq eighth of the Abbailides, oifordtrsof 
the glory of his family and nation expired. Whea guards, 
the Arabian conquerors had fpread themfelves 84i-l87#, 
over the- Ealt, .and Wj^re mingled with the fervile ^^' 

^h*e Ancienne, torn. il. p. 91.)' four thoufand four hundrccl and fixty 
Moflemsy 'eight hun'dred womta and children, one i.undred conftderates, 
were exchanged for an equal number oi Greeks. They palFcd each oiLer |n 
the middle of the bridge, and when they reached their refpeftive friends^ 
they fhouted jUlab ^char, and K^rle^BUifotr. Many of the prifoners of 
Amorium were probably among them, but in the fame year (A. H. 231), 
tlie moft illuftrious of them> tiie forty-two martyrs^ were beinadcd by the 
caliph's order, 

95 Conftantln. PQr|>hyrogenitus, in Vit. BafU. c ^i. p. 186. Thcfe 
Saracens were indeed treated with peculiar feverity as plraces and renega- 
does> 

96 For Thcophilus, Motaflem, and the Amorian war, fee the Contlnuatqr 
of Thcophaues,.(!.i»i P-77-^S40> Oenefius, (1. iii- P'14. — 34.)> Cedrenus 
(5»8— S3».), Elmacin. (flift. Sar^cen^ p. i8g.)> Abulpharagius (Dyna£t» 
p. 165, j66.), Abulffda (/Vnnal. Mpilem. p. 191.)^ d'Herbelot C^^blio^. 
Orientale, pi 639, 640.). 
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crowds of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, they infenfi* 
bly loft the freeborn and martial virtues of the 
defert. The courage of the South is the artificial 
fruit of difciph'ne and prejudice; the active 
power of enthufiafm had decayed, and the mer- 
cenary forces of the caliphs were recruited in thofe 
climates of the North, of which valour is the hardy 
and fpontaneous production. Of the Turks '^ who 
dwelt beyond the Oxus and Jaxartes, the robuil 
youths, either taken in war, or purchafed in 
trade, were educated in the exercifes of the field, 
and the profeiHon of the Mahometan faith. The 
Turkifii guards ftood in arms round the throne of 
their benefa^or, and their chiefs ufurped the do* 
minion of the palace and the provinces. Motaf« 
fern, the firft author of this dangerous exampleji 
introduced into the capital above fifty thoufand 
Turks: their licentious conduA provoked the 
public indignation, and the quarrels of the foldiers 
and people induced the caliph to 'retire from Bag* 
dad, and eftablifh his own refidence and the camp 
of his Barbarian favourites at Samara on the 
Tigris, about twelve leagues above the city of 
Peace ^\ His fon Motawakkel was a jealous and 
cruel tyrant ; odious tp bis fubjeds, he caft him* 

97 M. de Guignes, who fofnetiir.e$ leapt, and fom^mts ftiiinhlet, in 
the guJph between Chinefe and Mahometan Aory, thinks be can fee, that 
thefe lurks are the HoeUke^ alias the f^ao^sthe, or bigb^tvaigom ; that they 
were divided into fifteen holds, from China and Siberia to the dominions of 
the caliphs and Samanides, ^c. (Hift, des Huns, torn. iii. p. 1—33. it 4<v 
131.). 

98 He changed the old nime of Sumere, or Samara, isto the fanciful 
title 01 Ser^mettrmt that which gives pleafure at firft figUt (d'Hetlielot, 
Bibliotheque Orientak, p. SoS. d'AnvUle, rE«phraie ct le Tigre, p. 97, 
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feif <m the fidtihy of the ilraiigers, and thde 
firatigcrs, ambitious and tpprehenfive, were tempt* 
ed by the rich promife of ^revolotioiu At the 
mftigation, or at leafl: in the caufe of his fan^ 
they burft into his apartment at the hcnir of fup^^ 
per, and the caliph was cut imo feven pieces isy 
the fame fwords which he had recently diftribotod 
among the guards of his life and throne. To this 
throne, yet ftreaming with a father's blood, Mon. 
taifer was triu^mphantly led ; but in a rdgn of fix 
months, be found only the pangs of a gisilty con- 
fdence. If he wept at the fight of an old tapeftry 
which reprefented the crime and puntfhnient of 
the fon of Chofroes ; if his days were abridged by 
grief and remorfe, we may allow fome pity to a 
parricide, who exclaimed in the bitternefs of deaths 
that he had lofl: both this world, and the world to 
come. After this aft of trcafon, the enfigas of 
royalty, the garment and walking (baff of Maho* 
met, were given and torn away by the foreign 
mercenaries, who in four years created, ^epofed, 
and murdered three commanders of the fairhfuU 
As often as the Turks were inflamed by fear, or 
rage, or avarice, thefe caliphs were dragged by the 
feet, expofed naked to the fcorchirtg f«n, beaten 
with iron clubs, and compelled to purchafe, by the 
abdication of their dignity, a fhort reprieve of in- 
evitable fate ^'. At length, however, the fury of 

the 

99 Take a fpecimcn, the death of t'le caliph Motaz: Corrcptum p:di" 
bus petraliUTit, ct fuHihu*> probe permulcant, et fpoliatum laccris ^ftibui 
in fole coIloc'.nt> prae cujus, acerrimo asftu pedes alremis attoUcbat tri <le* 
mittehat. Adftantiucn ali^uis mifcro colaphos continuo ingertbat, qiios ilie 

objeflis manibus aveitere ftudebat Quo fado traditus toitori fuit 

totcque 
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CHAP, the teiopeft was fpcm.or diverted: the Abbat 
^^i-^v^ fi^s returned to the lefe turbulent refidence of 
Bagdad ; the infolence of the Turks was curbed 
with a firmer and. more fkiiful hand, and; their 
numbors were divided and deftroyed ift foreign 
warfare. But the nations of the Eaft had . been 
taught to trample on the fucceflbrs of the prophet; 
and the bleffings of domeftic peace were obtained 
by the relaxation of ftrength and difcipline. So 
uniform are the mifchiefs of military defpotifm^ 
that I feem to repeat the ftory of the pr^toriaps of 
Rome'^^ 
Rife and While the flame of enthufiafm was damped by 

progrefs of ' 

the Carina- the bufiuefs, the pleafure, and the knowledge, of 
a" D. the age, it burnt with concentrjited heat in the 

890—951. breafts of the chofen few, the congenial fpirits, 
who were ambitious of reigning either in this 
world or in the nexc. How carefully fpever the 
book of prophecy had been fealed by t|?e apoftle 
of Mecca, the wiflies, and (if we may profane the 
word) even the reafon, of fanaticifm, might 
believe that, after the fucceflive mifliopjS of Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Mofes, Jefus, and Mahomet, 
the fame God, in the fulnefa of time, would 
reveal a ftill more perfed and permanent law. In 
the two hundred and feventy-feventh year of the 
Hegira, and in the neighbourhood of Cufa, an 

totoque triduocibo potuque proUibitus Suffocatus, &c. (Abulfeda, 

p zo6.) Of the caiiph Mohtadi, he fays, cervices ipfi pcrpetuis i^ibus 
contundtbant, tefliculofque pedibus concuicabant (p. 208.). 

100 See under the reigns of Motaflem, Motawakkel, Modanfer, Mo* 
ftain, MotaZy Mohtadi, and Motamed, in the Bibliotheque of d*fltrbe- 
Iot» and the now familiar Annals of filmacin, Abulpharagius, and 
Abolftda. 

8 Arabian 
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Arabian preacher, of the name of Carmath, chap. 
aflfamed the lofty and incomprehenfible ftyle of 
the Guide, the Direftor, the Demonftrarion, the 
Word, the Holy Ghoft, the Camel, the Herald 
of the Meflhih, who had converfed with him in a 
human fhape, and the reprefentative of Moham- 
med the fon of AH, of St. John the Baptift, and 
pf the angel GabrieL In his myftic volume, the 
precepts of the Koran were refined to a mor€ 
fpiritual fenfe ; he relaxed the duties of ablution^ 
fading, and pilgrimage; albwed the indifcri* 
minate ufe of wine and forbidden food ; and 
nouriflied the fervour of his difciples by the daily 
repetition of fifty prayers. The idlcnefs and fer- 
ment of the ruflic crowd awakened the attention 
of the magiftrates of Cufa ; a timid perfecution 
affifted the progrefs of the new fed ; and the name 
pf the prophet became more revered after his 
perfon had been withdrawn from the world. His 
twelve apoftles difperfed themfelves among the 
Bedoweens, *' a race of men,*' fays Abulfcda^ 
^' equally devoid of reafon and of religion ;** and 
the fuccefs of their preaching feemed to threaten 
Arabia with a new revolution. The Carmathians 
were ripe for rebellion, fmce they difclaimed the 
title of the houfe of Abbas, and abhorred the 
worldly pomp of the caliphs of Bagdad. They 
were fufceptible of difcipline, fince they vowed a 
blind, and abfolute fubmiflion to their imam, who 
was called to the prophetic office by the voice of 
God and the people. Inftead of the legal tithes, 
he claimed the fifth of their fubftance and fpoil ; 
the Wpft flagitious fins were no more than the type 

of 
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CHAP, of difobedlence ; and the brethren were united 

LI) 

>_^,— ' and concealed by an oath of fecrecy. After a 
Their miu- bloody Conflict, they prevailed in the province of 
pioits, Bahrein, along the Perfian Gulf: far and wide, 
tei ' ^^* the tribes of the defert were fubjeft to the fceptre, 
or rather to the fword, of Abu Said and his fon 
Abu Taher; and thefe rebellious imams could 
muder in the field an hundred and feven thouFand 
fanatics. The mercenaries 6f the caliph were 
difmayed at the approach of an enemy who- neither 
afked nor accepted quarter; and the difference 
between them, in fortitude and patience, is ex- 
preflive of the change which three centuries of 
profperity had effeded in the character of the 
Arabians. Such troops were difcomfited in every 
a£lion; the cities of Racca and Baalbec, of Cufa 
and BafTora, were taken and pillaged ; Bagdad 
was filled with confternation ; and the caliph 
trembled behind the veils of his palace. In a dar- 
ing inroad beyond the Tigris, Abu Taher ad- 
vanced to the gates of the capital with no more 
than five hundred horfe. By the fpecial order of 
Mofiader, the bridges had been broken down, 
and the perfon or head of the rebel was expefled 
every hour by the commander of the faithful. His 
lieutenant, fron\ a motive of fear or pity, ap- 
prifed Abu Taher of his danger, and, recom- 
mended a fpeedy efcape. " Your mafter/' faid the 
intrepid Carmathian to the meffenger, *' is at the 
head of thirty thoufand foldiers : three fuch 
men as thefe are wanting in his hod :** at the 
fame inftant, turning to three of his companions, 
he commanded the firft to plunge a dagger into 

his 
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his breaft, ih^ Tecond to leap into the Tfgria, .an4: c h a h* 
the third to caft hinifelf headioqg down a precipice. v^..^v-^. 
They obeyed without a murmur. " Relate/' 
continued the imam, "what you have feen: be- 
".fore the evening your general fiiall be chained 
" ampng my. dogs.": Before the evening, the 
camp was furprifed and the menace was executed* 
The rapine of the Carn;iath}aiis . was fanftifipd by 
their averfion to the worf^fip of Mecca: they: 
robbed a caravan of pilgrims, and twenty tboufand 
devout Moilems were abandoned on the burning 
fands to a death of hunger and thirft. Another 
year they fufF(?red the pilgrims to proceed without 
interruption; but, in the fcAival of devotion, 
Abu Taher ftormed the holy city, and trampled . They pii- 
on the mod yenjerable relic§ of the Mahometan ^Td.s^* 
faith,. Thirty thoufand citizens and ftrangers were 
put to the fword ; the facred precinfts were pol- 
luted by the burial of three thoufand dead bodies ; 
the well of Zemzem overflowed with blood ; the 
golden fpout was forced from its place } the veil 
of the Caaba was divided among thefe impious 
feftaries ; and the black ftone, the firft monument 
of the nation, was borne away in triumph to their 
capital. After this deed of facrilege and cruelty, 
they continued to infeft the confines of Irak, Syria, 
and Egypt j but the vital principle of enthufiafm . 
had withered at the root. Their fcruples or their 
avarice again opened the pilgrimage of Mecca, and 
reftored the black ftone of the Caaba ; and it is 
needlefs to inquire into what fadlions they were 
broken, or by whofe fwords they were finally 
extirpated. The feO: of the Carmathians may 

X be 
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c H A ^. be confidered as the fecond vifible daufe 
■,>^,A_ of the dedine and fall of the efmpire of the 

caliphs '***. 
Revolt of The third and moft obvious caufe was the weight" 
^iJ^' and magnitude of the empire itfelf.- The caliph' 
3^^'g Almamon might proudly aflert, that it was eafier* 
for him to rule the Eaft and the Weft, than to^ 
nianage a chefs-board of two feet fqiiare **^ ; yer 
I fufpeft, that in both thofe games he was guilty 
dF many fatal miftakes ; and I perceive^ that in 
tbe diftant provinces the authority of the firft and ' 
'moft powerful of the Abbaffides was . already im- 
paired. The analogy of defpotifih invefts the 
reprefentative with the full majefty of the prince ; 
the divifi'on and balance of powers might relax 
the habits of obedience, might encourage the 
paflive fubjeft to enquirfe into the origin and admi-* 
ntiniftration of civil government. He who is born 
in the purple is feldom worthy to reign ; but the 
eleVarion of a private man, of a peafant perhaps,' 
or a Have, affords a ftrong prefumption of his 
courage and capacity. The viceroy of a remote' 
kingdom afpires to fecure the property and inhe- 
ritance of his precarious truft ; the nations muft* 
rejoice in the prefence of their fovereign ; and 
the command of armies and treafures are at once ' 



»» F6r the feft of the Carmathians, confult tlmacin .(Hift. Saracen, 
p.'zig. a«4.'2i9.A}i.2.3X. 241. 143), Abulpharagius (Oynaft. p. 179— 
iSa), Abulfeda (Annal. Modern, p. 218, 219, &c. 145. a 65^ 274.)> ^nd 
d*Hei-belot (Bibliothcquc Oricntalc, p. a56— 258. 635.)- 1 find f«»me in. 
confiftenciei of theology and chronology, which it would Yiot be eafy nor»f 
much importance to I bconcUe. 

■o» Hyde, Syntagraa Diflertat. torn. ii. p. 57. in Hift. Shahiludii. 

the 
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the objefl: and the mftrument of his ambition, chap. 
A change :was fcarcely vifiblc as long as the v..^^.^^ 
lieutenants, of the caliph were content with -their 
vicarious title ; / while they folicited for themfelves 
or their fons a renewal of the Imperial grant, and 
ftill maintained on the coin, and in the public 
prayers, the name' and prerogative of the com- 
mander of the faithful. But in the long and 
hereditary exerdfe'of power, they affumed the 
pride and attributes of royalty ; the alternative of 
peace or war, of reward or punifliment, depended 
folcly pn their will ; and the revenues of their 
government were referved for local fervices or 
private magnificence. Inftead of a regular fupply 
of men and money, the fuccdflbrs of the prophet 
were flattered with the ' oftentatious gift of an 
elephant, or a caft of hawks, a fuit of filk 
hangings, or fome pounds of mulk and am- 
ber ?^\ 

After the revolt of Spain, from the temporal ^^'if^^nt^" 
and fpiritual fupremacy of the Abbaffide^, the firfl: dynafties. 
fymptoms of difobedience broke forth in the pro- . 
vince of Africa. Ibrahim, the fon of Aglab, the 
lieutenant of the vigilant and' rigid Harun, be- 
queathed to the dynafty of the' Aglabiies the ThcAgia- 
inheritancc of his name and power. The indo^ * a! d. 
Icnce or policy of the caliphs diflembled the injury *o°— 94». 

>o} The dynafties of the Arabmn empire naay be .Hudied in (he.AmiaU^ 
«f £linacin> Abulpharagius, vid Abulteda, tttide^ the fro^er years, io tho 
didionary of d'Herbclot, under the proper names. The tables of M. dc 
Guignes (Hift. de$ Huns> torn, i-) exhibit a general chronology of the' 
lafty interfperfed with fome Mftorical anecdotes j but his atcichmtnt 
to national blood has foroetimes confounded the orfjer of time and 
plKc. 

- - and 
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CHAP, and lofs, and putfued only with poifon the founder 

^,.,.-.,^^ of the Edri/ttes *"% who ereftcd the kingdom and 

TheEdri- qiv of Fez OH the (Iiorea of the weftern ocean ***• 

A.D. In the Eaft, the fail dynady was that of the 

-f h? Tahcr- Toherites '^ J the pofterity of the valiant Taher, 

'^'a. d. ^^^» ^^ ^^^ ^^^^' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^* ^f Hanitt^ hfeid 
tis— S72. fejved with too much zeal and fuccefe the caufe of- 

Almatnon the younger brother. He was fern into 

honourable exile^ to command on the banks of' 

the Oxus ; and the independence of hi;^. fucceifors^ 

who reigned in Chprafan till the fourth generation^ 

was palliated by their modeft aaiid refjpedifdl 

" demeanour) the happinefs of their fubjed^) and the 

fecurity of their frontier. They were fupplanted 

by one of thofe adventurers fo frequent In the 

annals of the £aft» who left his trade of a braaiec 

TheSoffiir- (from wheuce. the name of Soffaridsi) for the proi- 
A.D. feflion of a robber. In a nocturnal vifit .to the- 

S7»-9ot- jygj^fm.^ Qf ^he prince of Siftan, Jacob, the fon of? 



104 The Aglabitrs and Edrlfitrt are the profefll-d ful^cdtof M^ de C^r* 
donne (Hid. «lc TAiriquc et de I'Lfpagnt Tous la Domination de^ Aube^ 
tom. ii* p. I— 63.)» 

105 To efcape the reproach of errf>r, I itiuft criticife tlie inaccuracies of. 
H. de Guif^nec (tom. i. p* 35^.) concerning the Edaifiter. 1. The dynaftf 
and city of Fez could not be founded in the year of the Hegira 173, fiac» 
the foander*was a ^o/7/&i>md«i child of a defcendant of Ali^ who fled from. 
Mecca in the year i6R« ». This founder* Edrts the fon of Edr'is, inftead of 
living to tlie improbable age of lao years, A. H« 313, die4 A. H. 214^. in 
tho prime of manhood. 3. The dynaf^y ended A. H, iq% twenty-three ' 
years fooner^han it is fixed by the hiftorian of the Huns. See the accurj^e 
Annals of Abulfeda> p. 15^, 159. 185.238. 

ic6 The dyoafties of the Taherites and Soffatidrs« with the rUe of tHat.^^^ 
the SamanideSy are defcribed in the ori(;mal hiftory and Latin verii«ii.«f 1 
Mircbond : yet the moA interedini f^fti ^lad alieady been drained |>y llwi< 
diligence of M. d^Hcr'selot* 

Leith, 
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Lelth) ftumbled over a lump of fair, which he chap. 
unwarily tailed with his tongue. Salt, among the 
Orientals, is the fymbol of hofpitality, and the 
pious robber immediately retired without fpoil or 
damage. The difcovery of this honourable be« 
haviour recommended Jacob to pardon and. truft ; 
he led an army at firft for his benefactor, at lafl: 
for himfelf, fubdued Perfia, and threatened the 
refidence of the Abbaf&des. On his march to** 
wards Bagdad, the conqueror was arrefted by a 
fever. He gave audience in bed to the ambaflador 
of the caliph } and beiide him on a table were ex- 
pofed a naked fcymetar, a cruft of brown btead, 
and a bunch of onionsr ^^ If I die/' faid he^ 
^^ your mafter is delivered from his fears. If I 
^^ live, this mud determine between us. If I am 
^^ vanquiihed, I can return without reluctance to 
^^ the homely £ire of my youth.'' From the 
height where he ftood, the defcent would not 
have been fo fofc or harmlefs : a timely death fe« 
cured his own repofe and that of the caliph, who 
paid with the moft lavifli conceffions the retreat of 
his brother Amrou to the palaces of Sbiraz and 
Ifpahan. The Abbaflides were too feeble to con<» 
tend, too proud to forgive: they invited the 
powerful dynafty of the Samanides^ who paffed '^^ 
the Oxus with ten thoufand horfe, fo poor, that a.'d. 
their ftirrups were of wood ; fo brave, that they ^*"^'^ 
vanquiflied the Soffarian army, eight times more 
numerous than their own. The captive AmroiA. 
was fent in chains, a grateful offering to the court 
of Bagdad ; and as the vidlor was content with 
the inheritance of Tranfoxiana and Chorafan, the 
YoL. X. O realms 
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CHAP, realms of ?erfia returned for a while to the al- 
w^^v-^ legiance of the caKphs. The provinces of Syria 
and Egypt were twice difmembered by their 
The Tou. Turkifh flaves, of the race of Toulun and Ikjhid "'•. 
A.D. Thefe Barbarians, ' in religion and manners the 
Tiiclkmil countrymen of Mahomet, emerged from the 
*^ A*. D. bloody faftions of the palace to a provincial com- 
934—968. mand and an independent throne: their names 
became famous and formidable in their time ; but 
the founders of thefe hvo potent dynafties con- 
fefTed, either in wprds or actions, the vanity of 
ambition. The firft on his death-bed implored 
the mercy of God to a (inner, ignorant of the 
Kmits of his own power : the fecond, in the midfl: 
of four hundred thoufand foldiers and eight 
thoufand flaves, concealed from every human eye 
the chamber where he attempted to fleep. Their 
fons were educated in the vices of kings ; and 
both Egypt and Syria were recovered and pofleffed 
by the Abbaflides - during an interval of thirty 
years. In the decline of their empire, Mefopotamia, 
with the important cities of Moful and Aleppo, 
was occupied by the Arabian princes of the tribe 
ThcH»- of Hamqdan. The poets of their court could re- 
a^dX"' peat without a blufli, that nature had formed 
their countenances for beauty, their tongues for 
eloquence, and their liands for liberality and 
valour : but the genuine tale of the elevation and 
reign of the Hamadanites^ exhibits a fcene cA 
treachery, murder, and parricide* At the fame 

197 M. de Cuignet (Hif|. des Huns, torn. iu. p. T%4*-t54.) has ex^ 
baudrd the Touionidcs and Ikrhidices of Egypt, and thrown (bme light on 
lU Carmashians ^ Kaaiadamtes. 

\ fatal 
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fatal period, the Perfian kingdom was agaiii c ha p, 
tifarped by the dynafty of the Bowides, by the ^--^^w 
fword of three brothers, who, ander various 3!?^* 
namies, were ftyled the fuppor.t and columns of tha a. 0. $33 . 
ftate, {ind who, from the Cafpian fea to the ocean, *"' ^' 
would fuffer no tyrants but theciifelvcs. Under 
their reign, the language and genius of PerGa re- 
vived, and the Atabs, three hundred and four 
y^rs after the death of Mahomet, were.deprived of 
the fceprte of the Eaft* 

Rahdi, the twentieth of the Abbaflides^ and the Faiien/^ate 
thirty-ninth of the fucceffors of Mahomet, was Tpisor' 
the laft who defer ved the title of commander of ^^f**I; 

A. D. 

the faithful"^": the laft (fays Abulfeda) who. 93^.&c. 
fpoke to the people, or converfed with the learned 3 
the laft who, in the expence of his houfehold, re-^ 
prefented the wealth and magnificence of the 
ancient caliphs. After him, the lords of the 
Eaftern world were reduced to the moft abjeft 
mifery, and expofed to the blows and infults of a 
fervile condition. The revolt of the provinces cir- 
camicribed their dominions within the walls of 
Bagdad ; but that capital ftill contained an in* 

loS Hie eft ultimus chalifah qui multum atque fsplus pro condone p:r- 
firarit .... Fuic etiam ultimus qui otium cum eniditis ec facctis hominlbut 
bllere hilariterque agere folereC. Ultimus tandem cha)i£arum oui fumttti, 
Aipendia^ reditus, et thefauri, culins, cmcraqueomnis aulka pompapiionim 
chaiifatiun ad inftar comparata fuerint. Videbimut enim pauUo pod qbam 
indignis etfervilibusludibriisexagitatiy^aamad Immllem fortunam ultimum« 
)tte conumptuin abjedi fueruit hi quondam potentilfimi totius temrum 
OrienuUiim orbis domini. Abulfed. AnnaL Mollem. p. i6t. I have given 
this p«flase as the manner and tone of Abulfeda, but the caft of Latin elo- 
guence bdongt moi^e propeiiy to Reiike. The Arabian hiftorian (p- 255. 
a57. ft€i"— «69..2S3, accXhas fappUed me with the moft interefting fa^ of 
tbit faragrtph« 

G 1 numerable 
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CHAP, namerable multitude, vain of their paft fortune, 
difcontentcd with their prefent ftate, and oppreflcd 
by the demands of a treafury which had formerly 
been replenifhed by the fpoil and tribute of nations. 
Their idlenefs was exercifed by fiaftion and cbn- 
troverfy. Under the maflc of piety, the rigid 
followers of Hanbal**'** invaded the plcafurcs of 
domeftic life, burft into the houfes of plebeians 
and princes, fpilt the wine, broke the inftruments» 
beat the muficians, and dishonoured, with infamous 
fufpicions, the aiTociates of every handfome youth. 
In each profeffion, which allowed room for two 
perfons, the one was a votary, the other an an-i 
tagonift, of Ali ; and the Abbailides were awakened 
by the clamorous grief of the feclaries, who denied 
their title and curfed their progenitors. A tur- 
bulent people could only be repreifed by a military 
force ; but who could fatisfy the avarice or aflert 
the difcipline of the mercenaries themfelves? 
The African and the Turkifli guards drew their 
fwords againft each other, 'and the chief com- 
manders, the emirs al Omra"% imprifoned or 
depofed their fovereigns, and violated the fanftuary 



i<39 Their maftcri on a fimllar oscanon^ (hewed himfelf of a more Indul- 
gent and tolerating fpirit. Ahmed Ebn Hanbal, the hi^ad of one of the four 
orthodox ietlsy was born at Bagdad A. H. 1649 and died there A. H. ^4.1, 
He ibught and fuffered in the difpute concerning the creation of the Koran* 

•»o The office of vizir was fiiperfeded by the emiral Omra, Imperatorlm* 
peratorum, a title firft inftituted by Rahdi, and'which merged at length in 
the Bowidet and Seljukides : Tedigalibut, et tributis et cunis per omnes re* 
giOf>e$ pratfecit, juifitque in ommbos fuggeftis nominit ejva in concionibos 
inentionem fieri (Abulpharagius, Dynaft. p« i99.)« it Sk likewlfe- men- 
tionid hy Elmactn (p« 2541 %S^')* 

* • 

of 
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of tbe . mpfcb and haran.^ If the caliphs efcapcd c h a p« 
to the camp or court of any neighbourmg princei 
their deliverance was a change of fervitude, till 
they were prompted by defpair to invite the 
Bowides, the fultans of PerHa^ who filenced the 
factions of Bagdad by their irrefiftible arms. The 
civil and military powers were aflumed by 
Moezaldowlat, the fecond of the three brothers, 
and a (Upend of fixty thoufand pounds fterling 
was aiSgned by his generofity for the private cxr 
pence of the commander of the faithful. But o^ 
the fortieth day, at the audience of the ambafladorg 
of Chorafan, and in the prefence of a trembling 
multkude^ the caliph was dragged from hi^ throng 
to a dungeon, by the command of the (Iranger, 
and the rude hands of his Dilemites. His.pailace 
was pillaged, his eyes were put out, and the mean 
ambition of the Abbaflides afpired to the vacant 
fiation of danger and difgrace. In the fchool of 
adverfity, the luxurious caliphs refumed t^he grave 
and abdemious virtues of the primitives times. 
Defpoiled of their armour and filken robes, they 
faded, they prayed, they fludied the Koran and 
the tradition of the Sonnites ; they performed with 
zeal and knowledge, the fundlipns of their eqcle- 
fiaftical charaSer. The refpe^t of nations ftill 
waited on the fucceiTors of the apoftle, the oracles 
of the law and confcience of the faithful ; and the 
weaknefs or divifion of their tyrants fometimes 
reftored the Abbaflides to the fovereignty of Bag- 
dad. But their misfortunes had been embittered 
by the triumph of the Fatimites, the real or 

G 3 fpurious 
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CHAP, fpurious progeny of Alt Arifing from the et* 
tremity of Africa, thefe • fuccefsful rivals eJc^ 
tinguiihed in Egypt and Syria, both the fpiritual 
and temporal authority of the AbbaHides; and. the 
pionarch of the Nile infulted the humble pontiff on 
the banks of the Tigris. 

Jn the declining age of the caHpbs, in the cen- 
tury which elapfed after the war of Theophilus and 
MotaSem, the hoftile tranfaftions of the two na- 
tions were confined to fome inroads by fea and 
!and, the fruits of their clofe vicinity anfd inde* 
lible hatred. But when the Eaftern world was 
convulfed and broken, the Greeks were roofed 
from their lethargy by the hopes of conqueft and 
revenge. The Byzantine empire, fincc the ac* 
ceffion of the Bafilian race, had repofed in peace 
and dignity ; and they might encounter with their 
entire ftrength the front of fome petty emir, wbofe 
rear was aflkulted and threatened by his national 
foes of the Mahometan faith. The lofty titles of 
the morning ftar, and the death of the Sara- 
cens**', were applied in the public acclamations 
to Nicephorus Phocas, a prince as renowned in 
the camp as he was unpopular in the city. In the 
fubordinate ftation of great domeftic, or general 
of the Eaft, he reduced the ifland of Crete, and 
extirpated the nefl of pirates who bad fo long de-* 



of Crete. 



Ill Ejutprandf whoTe choleric temper wai embittered by his uneafy iitua- 
tion» fuggefts the names of reproach ^n4 contempt more applicable to Ni. 
cephorus than the vain titles of ^heCreeks, ^cce vtnit lUlla matutina,furgit 
Eout, reverberat obtutu folit radios, pallida Saracenorum ^or»jcKlcep}ioiVf 

|*«^*"t ' ' . 
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Red, with impunity^ the majefty of the empire "\ chap. 
His military genius was difplayed in the conduA ^,^.,.^ 
and fuccefs of the enterprife^ which had To often 
failed with iofs and difhonour. The Saracens 
were confounded by the landing of his troops on 
fafe and level bridges, which he cad from the 
vfcffels to the ihore. Seven months were con- 
fumed in the fiege of Candia ; the defpair of the 
native Cretans w?is ftimulated by the frequent aid 
of their brethren of Africa and Spain ; and, after 
the mafly wall and double ditch had been flormed 
by the Greeks, an hopelefs conflidt was (till main* 
rained in the ftreets and houfes of the city. The 
whole ifland was fubdued in the capital, and a 
fubmiffive people accepted, without refiftance, the 
baptifm of the conqueror*". Conftantinople ap- 
plauded the long-forgotten pomp of a triumph ; 
but the imperial diadem was the fole reward that 
could repay the fervices, or fatisfy the ambition, of 
Nicephorus. 

After the death of the younger Romanus, the TheEaAeii 
fourth in lineal defcent of the Bafilian race, his «?«<i"«*^«^ 

» '^ Nicephorus 

112 N^twlthftandtng theinfinuadons of Zonaras, xau u/bui, ftc> (com. ii. 
1. xvi. p. 19709 it ^s ^n undoubted fa£t, that Crete was completdy and 
finally fubdued by Nicephorus I'hocas (Pa^i> Critica, torn. iii. p 873— S75. 
MeurfiuSy Creta, I. iii. c. 7. tom. iii. p. 464, 46^5.)* 

IS) A ^re£k life of St. Nicon, the Armenian, was found in the Sforza U* 
brary» and tranflited into Latin by the Jcfuit Sirmond for the u£b of cardinal 
Baronius« This contempoiary legend cads a ray of Jight on Crete and Pe|e* 
poonefus in the x^ cchtury. He found the newJy recovered idand, foedit 
dcteftandse Agarenorum fupciVlitionis veftigiis adhuc plenam ac lefcrtam 
, . . . but the viAorious miilionary^ perhaps with feme carnal aid, ad baptif- 
roum omnes veraKjue fidei difciplinam pepulit. Ecdefiis pcr'totam infulam 
sedificatis^ 4ec. (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 961.]* 

G 4 'widow 



n THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c HA P. widow Theopbania fucceffively married Nkcphorus 

^^-^■ v -^ Phocas and his aflaffin John Zimifces, the two 

johS^r"'* heroes of the age. They reigned as the guardians 

mifccs, and colleagues of her infant fons ; and the twelve 

96}— 975- years of their military command form the moft 

fpleiidid period of the Byzantine annals. The fttb« 

je£ks and confederates, whom they led to war, 

appeared, at leaft in the eyes of an enemy » two 

hundred thoufand ftrohg ; and of thefe about 

thirty thoufand were armed with cuiraflfes "^ : a 

train of four thoufand mules attended their march ; 

and their evening camp was regularly fortified 

with an inclofure of iron fpikes. A feries of 

bloody and undecifive combats is nothing more 

than an anticipation of what would have been 

effected in a few years by the courfe of nature ; 

but I fliall briefly profecute the conquefts of the 

two emperors from the hills of Cappadocia to the 

Aefert of Bagdad* The fieges of Mopfueftia and 

Tarfus in Cilicia firft exercifed the fkill and per* 

£cm<|«eftef feverance of their troops, on whom, at this 

^ mbment, I fhall not hefitate to beftow the name 

bf Romans. In the double city of Mopfueftia, 

which is divided by the river Sarus, two hundred 

. thoufand Moflems were predeftined to death or 

flavery"S 9 furprifmg degree of population, 

which 



^4 filmjiclny Hift* Sancco. p. 278, 2'-9. Liutprand was di^ofed tode. 
-yrtdatethe Greek power, yet he owns that Nicephoiuslcd againft Affyrlstafi 
fermy of eighty thoufand men. 

»S Pttcenta fere millia hominum numerabat urbs (Abulftda, Annal. 

Mofien, p. »3i.} of MoprucAJa> or Mafifa, Maropfyaaj ManfiAa^ Mamifta, 

. . ... .. , ^ 
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which muft at leaft include the inhabitants of the c h a v* 
dependent diftrifts. They were furrounded and 



taken by affauk ; but Tarfus was reduced by the 
flow ^progrefs of famine ; and no fooner had the 
Saracens yielded on hcmourable terms than they 
were mortified by the diftant and unprofitable 
view of the naval fuccours of Egypt. They wer« 
difmifTed with a fafe-conduft to the confines of 
Syria ; a part of the old Chriftians had quietly 
lived under their dominion ; and the vacant habits 
ations vtrere repleniflied by a new colony. But 
the mofch was converted into a ftable ; the . pulpit 
was delivered to the flames ; many ficb croflfes of 
gold and gems^ the fpoils of Afiatic churches^ 
were made a grateful ofiering to the piety or 
avarice of the emperor; and be tranfported the 
gates of Mopfueftia and IVfus, which were fixed 
in the wail of Conftantinople, an eternal monu- 
ment of his victory. After they had forced and invafionorf 
fecured the narrow pafies of mount Amanus, the ^^"^^ 
two Roman princes repeatedly carried their arms 
into the heart of Syria* Yet, inflead of aflauhing 
the walls of Antioch, the humanity or fuperftitioii 
of Nicephorus appeared to refped: the ancient 
metropolis of the Eail: he contented himfelf with 
drawing round the city a line of circumvallation; 
left a ftationary army ; and inftrufted his lieute- 
nant to expert, without impatience, the return of 

as it is corriiptljrf or perhaps more corre6^]y, Ayled in the middle a^s 
(Weffeling, Itlnerar. p. 580.). Yet I cannot credit this extreme populouf- 
nefs a few years after the teAimony of tlie emperor i.co, u y»^ aroXwrXuSia 
ftf^c^m f»i$ K«^»(« /9c»f/9d&^$ (nv (Tallica, C' xviii. in Meuriii Opcr* torn. vi« 
p.9i7.)t 

fpring. 
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^ Lif ^' ^P™S* ^^^ »» ^he depth of winter, in a dark and' 
^— -/^ rainy night, an adventurous fubahern, with three 
hundred foldiers, approached the rampart, applied 
his fcaling-ladders, occupied two adjacent lowers, 
ftood firm againfl: the preffure of multitudes, and 
bravely mahitained his poft till he was relieved by 
the tardy, though eflSeftual, fupport of his reluc- 
Recoveryof jant chicf. The firft tumult o£ flaughter and 
rapine fubfided ; the reign of Caefar and of Chrift 
was reftored ; and the efforts of an hundred 
thoufajid Saracens, of the armies of Syria and the 
fleets of Afric, were confumed without effcft 
before the walls of Antioch. The royal city of 
Aleppo was fubjeft to Seifeddowlat, of the dynafty 
of Hamadan, whp clouded his paft glory by the 
precipitate retreat which abandoned his king- 
dom and capital to the Roman invaders. In his 
ftately palace, that ftood without the walls of 
Aleppo, they joyfully feized a well-furniflied ma- 
gazine of arms, a ftable of fourteen hundred 
mules, and three hundred bags of filver and goldi 
But the walls of the city witbftood the ftrokes of 
their battering-rams ; and the befiegers pitched 
their tents on the neighbouring mountain of 
Jauihan. Their retreat exafperated the quarrel of 
the townfmen and mercenaries ; the guard of the 
gates and ramparts was deferted ; and, while 
they furioufly charged each other in the market- 
place, they were furprifed and deftroyed by the 
fword of a common enemy. The male fex was 
exterminated by the fword ; ten thoufand youthsl 
were led into captivity ; the weight of the precious 
fpoil exceeded the flrength and number of thd 

beads 
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"beafts of burthen ; the fuperfiaous remainder vat c r a p. 
burnt; and, after a licentioiis poflfeffion of ten .^^^-.^r 
days, the Romans marched away from the naked 
and bleeding city* . In their Syrian inroads they 
comtnatided the huibandmen to cuki^dte their 
lands, that they.themfelves, in the enfuing feafi^n, 
might reap the benefit: more than an hundred 
cities were reduced to obedience; aod eighteeot 
pulpits of the principal mofchs were committed to 
thie flames . to expiate the facrilege of the dtfciples 
•f Mahomet, The claffic names of Hierapolis, 
Apamea, and Emefa, revive for a moment in the 
lift of conqueft : the emperor Zimifces encamped 
in the Paradife of Damafcus, and accepted the 
ranfom of a fubmifl^ve people; and the torrent 
was only ftopped by the impregnable fortre& of 
Tripoli, pn the fea-coaft of Pboeniciai Since the p»s&gti£ 
days of Heraclius, the Euphrates, below^ the J|^^ 
paflage of mount Taurus, had been impervious, 
and almoft inviiible, to the Greeks, The river 
yieldgd ^ free pafTage to the vi£lorious Zimifces ; 
and the hiftorian may imitate the fpeed with which 
be oyerran the once famous cities of Samo(ataf 
jCdeffa, Afartyropolis, Amida"% and Nifibis, 
the spicient limit of the empire in the neighbour- 
hood of the Tigris. His ardour was quickened 
by the defire of grafping the vir]gin treafures of 

116 The text of Leo the deacon, In the corrupt names of Emeta and 
l^y^arfim, reveals the cities of Amida and Martyropolts (Miafarekm. 
^ee Abulfeda, Geo^apb. p. 445. verf. Reiike). Of the lormer, Leo ob* 
ferves, urbs munita et illuflris i of the latter, clara atqiie confpicua opi* 
|>uique et pc^f| reliquis ejus proyinciis ^rhibut atque oppidU lonfc 
prsftans. 

Ecbatana, 
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Ecbafana **?, ^ welUknown moie, under which 
the By^aditine writer has concealed the capital of 
the AbbafTides. The confternation of the ^gi« 
fives had already diffuied the * terror of his Aime f 
but the fanded riches of Bagdad had already been 
diffipated by the avarice and firodigaKty of- do* 
Danger of liicftic tyrants. The prayers of ' thi people^ and 
Bagdad. ^^ j^^^ dcfflands- t)f the Ueutenant of the Berwides^^ 
te^iiiired the 'caliph to provide for the defentfe of 
. the city. The helpkfs Mothi repHed, that hig 
arms^ his revenues, and his^ provinces, ' had 'l>eaii 
forn from bis hands, and that he was ready to 
abdicate a dignity which he was unable, to fupport* 
The emir was inexorable ; the^ fiirnuare of the 
jralaGfe was fold ; *dd the paltry price - of forty 
tho^fand pieces of gold was inftamJ[y confuttied m 
' private luxury. Bui-the apprehenfions of Bagdad 
were relieved by the retrekt of the-Greeks t^ thhrd 
and hungier guatded the' defer t of Mefopotamia ; 
and the empieror,"'fafi^ted with glory, and « laden 
with Oriental fpoils, returned to Cbnftantinbpte;, 
and difplayed, in his triumph, the filk, the aro* 
ftiatics, and three hundred myriads of gbtd and 
filver. Yet the powers of the Eaft had been bem^ 
not broken, by this tranficnt hurricMe. Aft^f 



* • • * 



* ti7 Vt €t Ecbatana pergerct -AgarcnprHinqwe rrfian^ evertcret 
aiunt tnim urbiuin qua Hfquam funt ac toto orbe exiAunt (eliclinniam tffc 
■^oroque ditifllmam (Leo l>iacon. apud Pag'mni, torn. iv. p. 34.). ,This 
(pfeivdid <kfcription fuits only witli Bagdad, and cannot poflibly applj^ 
cit)ier to Hftmada, the true Ecbatana (d'Anville, Geoe. Ancicnnc, torn. ii. 
j>. »37.')» or Tauris, which has been comnnonly miflaken for that city. The 
name of Echatarw, in the fame indefinite fenfe, is transferred by a more 
cbffic.awtliority (Cicero pro Lege ManlM, c 4.) to thcVoyal feat of Mi- 
thridatcs, kiog of Po»tu«. 

the 
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the departure of the Greeks, the fugitive princes chap. 
returned to their capitals j the fubjeds difclaimed ^^^ 
their involuntary oaths of allegiance ; the Moilems 
again purified their temples, and overturned the 
idols of the faints and martyrs; the Neftorians 
and Jacobites preferred a Saracen to an orthodox 
mafter ; and the numbers and fpirit of the MeU 
chites were inadequate to the fupport of the church 
and ftate. Of thefe extenfive conquefts, Antiocfa, 
with the cities of Cilicia and the ifle of Cyprus, 
was alone reftored, a permanent and uleful accef- 
fion to the Roman empire 



lis 



'iiS See the Annals of Elmacin, Abulpharagius, and Abulfedsy ^m A. H. 
I519 to A. H. 361 ; and the relf^ns of Nicephorus Phocas and John Zimif- 
ces» in the Cbromcle& of Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xvi. p. 199. t. xvU* si 5* 
and Ccdrenua (Compend. p. 649-- 684.)* Their manifold defeds are 
pardj fupplied by the MS. hiftory of Leo the deacon, which Pagi obtained 
from the BcnediQines, and has inferted almofi emirei in • Latin rMiOt^ 
^(CatiUj torn. UL p« S73. tom^iv. p. 37.}. 
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CHAP. LIII. 

State of the Eajlern Empire in the Tenth Century. 
— Extent and Dhi/ton.— Wealth and Revenue* 
— Palace of Conjlantinople^ — Titles and Of 
fees. — Pride and Power of the Emperors. — 
Taffies of the G reeks j ^rabs^ and Franks. — 
Lofs of the Latin Tongue.'^Studies and Solitude 
cf the Greeks. 

CHAP. A RAY of hiftoric light feems to beam from 
N-^^^> the datknefs of the tenth century. Wf 

•ilteG'^k ^P^^ ^'^^^ ciuriofity *and refpeft the royal volames 
tmfkt. of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus \ which he com- 
pofed at a mature age for the inftruftion of hi» 
fon, and which promife to unfold the ftate of the 
worfctof Eaftern empire, both in peace and war, both at 
Poq^y"^ home and abroad. In the firft of thefe works he 
«^^"^ minutely defcribes the pompous ceremonies of 
the church and palace of Conftantinople, accord- 
ing to hb own practice and that of his pre* 
deceirors\ In the fecond, he attempts an accurate 

furvey 

' The c|nthet of Ilof ^foytTijTo;, Porpliyrogenittts, bora an tht purple^ 
k eJcgantly defined by CUudian : 

Ardoa privates nefcit fortuna Penates ; 

£t rq:num cum loce dedit. Cognata poteAas ' 

Excepit Tyrio vcnerabilc pignus in oftro. 
And Dttcange* in his Greek and Latin doAarieSf produces many paffaget 
cxpfcffive of the fame idea. 

* A fplendid MS. of Conftantine, de Caeremonfia Aulae et Ecdefis By- 
aantiniF, wandered from Conftantinople to fiuda, Frankfort, and Leipfie, 
vbcfc H was viibiiflKd in a fplendid fditionby Leich and RciAk CA» D. i 751, 
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curate furvey of the provinces, the themes^ as they ^ ^^^ ^* 

were then denominated, both of Europe and Afia '. 

The fyftem of Roman tadics, the difciphne and 

order of the troops, and the military operations 

by land and Tea, are explained in the third of 

thefe didaftic colledions, which may be afcrjbed 

to Conftantine or his father Leo *. In the fourth, 

©f the adminiftration of the empire, he reveals the 

fecrets of the Byzantine policy, in friendly or 

hoftile intercourfe with the nations of the earth. 

The literary labours of the age, the praflical fyf. 

terns of law, agriculture, and hiftory, might 

redound to the benefit of the fubjeft and the honour 

of the Macedonian princes. The fixty books of 

the Bafdics *, the code and pandefts of civil jurif- 

prudence, 

in folio] 9 with fuch flavlft praiie as editors never fall to beftow on the 
worthy or worthlefs objed of their toil* 

I See, in the fird volume of Banduri*8 Imperium Orientale, Conflantinius 
de Thematibos, p. i— 24. de AdminiArando Imperio, p*45— >i27. edit. 
Venet. The text of the t>ld edition of Meurfius is corrected from a MS. of 
the royal library of Paris, which Ifaac Caufabon had formerly feen (Epi/l. 
ad Polybium, p- 10.), and the fenfe is iUuftrated by two maps of WiU 
liam Defliile, the prince of geographers, till the ap]}earance of the greater 
d'Anville. 

4 The tadics of Leo and Conflanttne are puhlifhed with the aid of fome 
new MSS. in the great editiAn of the works of Meurfius, by the learned 
John Lami (torn. vi. p. 531.— ^ao* 1211— 1417. Florent. 1745), yet the 
text is ftill corrupt and mutilated, the verficn is ftill obfcure and faulty. 
The Imperial library of Vienna would afford fome valuable materials to a 
new editor (Fabric. Bibliot. Grcc torn. vi. p. 369, 370.). 

5 On the fttbjed of the BafiRct^ Fahricius (Bibliot. Crcc. torn. xii. p. 425 
—51^) and Heineccius Hift. Juris Roipani, p. SS^*— 399.)> ^0^ Gian- 
none (Iftoria civile diNapoli, torn. i. p- 450— 458.}, as hiftorical civilians, . 
may be ufefully confulted. xli bopks of this Greek code have been pub.^ 
nihed, with a Latin verfion, by Charles Annibal Fabrottus (Paris 1647), in 
firven tomei in folie \ iy other books have fince been diicovered, and art 

inierted 
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CHAP. 



prudence, were gradually framed in the three firll 
reigns of that profperous dynafty* The art of 
agriculture had aipufed the leifure, and exercifed 
the pens» of the bed and wifefl: of the ancients ^ 
and their chofen precepts are comprifed in the 

. twenty books of the Geoponics^ of Conftantine. 
At his command^ the hiftorical examples of vice 
and virtue were methodifed in fifty-three books % 
and every citizen might apply, to his contempora* 
ries or himfelf, the leflfon or the warning of pad 
times. From the auguft chara^r of a legiflator^ 
the fovereign of the Eaft defcends to the more 
humble office of a teacher and a . fcribe : and if 

. his fucceflfors and fubjefts were regardte& pi his 

paternal cares, we may inherit and etjpy the cvpr* 

lading legacy. 

Their fro. A clofer furvey will indeed reduce the value of 
per ioot. ^^ gj£j^^ ^^^ ^1^^ gratitude of pofterity : in the 

pofleffion of thefe imperial treafures, we may dill 
deplore our poverty and ignorance; and the fading 
glories of their authors will be obliterated by in- 

infeited in Gerard Meerman^s Novui Thefaunis Juris Civ. et Canon, torn. v. 
Of the whole work, the (ixty books, John Leunclaviui has printed (Bafil' 
*575)» **^ tclegue or fynopfls. The cxf ii novels, or new Uws* o£ Leo, may 
be found in the Corpus Juris Civilis. 

6 t have ufed the laft and beft edition of the Geoponies (by Nicolas 
Niclat, Ltipfic 1781, x vols, in of^avo). I read in the preface, that the 
lame emperor reftored the long forgotten fyftems of rhetoric and philofophy f 
and bis two books of Hipjnatrica, or Horfe-phyfic, were pubiilhed at Paris, 
I53O9 in folio (Fabric* Bibliot. Grsc. torn* vi. p* 49 3— $00.)* 

7 Of thefe riii books, or titles, only two have been preferved and 
^pted, de Legationibus (by Fulvius Urfinus, Antwerp i$%%, and Daniel 
Hsefcheliusy Auguft. Vindel. 1603), and de Virtutibus et Vitiis (by Henry 
Valelius> or de Valois, Paris 2634.). 

13 difference 
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difference or contempt. The Bafilics will fink tb c h a p. 
a broken copy» a partial and mutilated verfion in 
the Greek language, of the laws of Juftinian ; but 
the fenfe of the old civilians is often fuperfeded by 
the influence of bigotry : and the abfolute prohi* 
bition of divorce, concubinage, and intereft for 
money, enflaves the freedom of trade and the hap« 
pinefs of private life. In the hiftorical book, a 
fubjed of Conftantine might admire the inimitable 
virtues of Greece and Rome: he might learn to 
what a pitch of energy and elevation the human 
chara&er had formerly afpited* But a contrary 
eSeGt muft have been produced by a new edition 
of the lives of the faints, which the great logothete, 
or chancellor of the empire, was directed to pre« 
pare: and the dark fund of fuperftition was en« 
riched by the fabulous and florid legends of Simon 
the Metapbrafi % The merits and miracles of the 
whole calendar are of lefs account in the eyes of 
a iage, than the toil of a Angle hufbandman, who 
multiplies the gifts of the Creator, and fupplieS the 
food of his brethren. Yet the royal authors oi 
the Geoponics were more feriouily employed in ex* 
pounding the precepts of the destroying art, wbkh 
has been taught fince the days of Xenophon % as 

the 



s The life and writing^ of Sinum Metaphraftes are defcrlbed by Hankiut 

(de S€riptoribu8 Byzant. p. 4i8««4(jo.)* This biographer of the fainta 
indulged hiinftflf in a loofe paraphrafe of tlie fenfe or nonfenfe of more 
ancient adis. His Greek rhetoric Is again paraphrafed io the Latin vex* 
fion of Surius, and fcarceiy a thread can be now vifible of the original 
texturcb 

9 According to the firft book of the Cjrropaediay profeflbrs of tadiesy a 
fmaU part of the fcience of war, w«re already inftltuted in Perfia» by whicb 
Greece muft be undcrftood. A good edition of all the Scripiorea Taaict 

Vot. X. H would 
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c HA P. the att of heroes and kings. But the TaStics of 
Leo and Gonftantine are mingled with the bafer 
alloy of the age in which they lived. It was deftl- 
tute of original genius ; they implicitly tranfcribe 
the rules and maxims which had been confirmed 
by victories. It was unikilled in the propriety of 
(lyle and method ; they blindly confound the moft 
diftant and difcordant inftitutions, the phalanx of 
Sparta and that of Macedon, the legions of Gate 
and Trajan, of Auguftus and Theodofius* Even 
the ufe, or at leaft the importance^ of thefe mili- 
tary rudiments may be faiily queftioned: their 
general theory is di&ated by reafon ; but the merit, 
as well as dii&cukf, confifts in the application. 
The difcipline of a foldier is formed by exercife 
rather than by ftudy : the talents of a commander 
are appropriated to thofe calm though rapid 
minds, which nature produces to decide the hxc 
of armies and nations : the former is the habit of 
a life, the latter the glance of a moment ; and the 
battles won by leflbns of taftics may be numbered 
with the epic poems created from the rules of cri- 
ticifm. The book of ceremonies is a recital, tedi« 
ous yet imperfed:, of the defpicable pageantry 
which bad infeAed the church and ftate fmce the 
gradual decay of the purity of the one and the 
power of the other. A review of the themes, 
or provinces might promife fuch authentic and 
ufeful information, as the curiofity of govern^ 
ment only can obtain, inftead of traditionary fa- 

would be a taflc not unworthy of a fcholar. His induftry might difcover 
fomeoeWMSS. and bis Itarning mijht iUuftraie the miKtRry hrftoryvC th* 
ancients. But this (dvAia Ihou^ li^'iikewifc albidier | and, al.k I Qjiimm 
Julias i» no more. w 

> hie* 
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bles on the origin of the cities, and mah'cious epU chap. 
grams on the vices of their inhabitants '^ Such w^-v--^*^ 
information the hiftorian would have been pleafed 
to record ; nor (hould his filence be condemned if 
the mod interefting objeds, the population of the 
capital and provinces, the amount of the taxes and 
revenues, the numbers of fubje^ls and ft rangers 
who ferved under the Imperial ftandard, have 
been unnoticed by Leo the philofopher, and his 
fon Conftantine. His treatife of the public admi- 
niftration is ftained with the fame blemiflies $ yet 
it is difcriminated by peculiar merit : the antiqui- 
ties of the nations may be doubtful or fabulous ; 
but the geography and manners of the Barbaric 
world are delineated with curious accuracy* Of Embaflyof 
thefe nations, the Franks alone were qualified . to ^'"^p"^*"**- 
j^bCerve in their turn, and to defcribe, the metro- 
polis of the Eaft* The ambaflador of the great 
Otho, a bifhop of Cremona, has painted the flate 
of Conftantinople about the middle of the tenth 
century : his ftyle is glowing, his narrative lively, 
his obfervation keen ; and even the prejudices and 
paflions of Liutprand are ftamped with an original 

<o After obftBrving that the demerit of the Cappadocians rofe in proportion 
to their rank and riches^ he inferts a more pointed epigram, whicli is afcribed 
to Demodocust 

Kainrec^Knt 'Jtvt E;^»^ya xeucn i(ty.v», cOO^v. x.on eevrn 

The fting is prccjfely the fame with the French epigram againft Frcron t 
Un ferpent niordit J^an Freron— -Eh bien ? Le ferpent en mourut. But as 
the Paris wits are fcldom read In the Antholog>, 1 (hould be curious to 
learn through what channel it was conveyedHor ilieir imitation (Conft^ncin. 
Porpliyrogen. de Themat. c. ii. Brunk, AnaU^. Gra;c. torn. ii. p. 56. 
Bro^aipi Anthoiofia, 1« ii. p. 244-). 

H 2 eharafler 
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e if A p. charaft ct of freedom and genius ". From thii 
^■a*->>,^> fcanty fund of foreign and domeftic materiaJs I 
(hall inveftigate the form and fubftance of the By- 
zantine empire 5 the provinces and ixrealth, the 
tivil government and military force, th6 charadot 
Und literature, of the Greeks in a period of fix 
hundred years, from the reign of Herach'us to the 
fuccefsful invafion of the Franks or Latins. 
t^*^ After the final divifion between the fons of 

themes, or 

provinces Theodofius, the fwarms of Barbarians from Scy* 
pire,andit$ thia aud Germany overfpread the provinces and 
ei!^r/agc. ^xtinguiflicd the empire of ancient Rome. The 
weaknefs of Conftantitiople was concealed by 
extent of dominion: her limits were inviolate, of 
&t lead entire; and the kingdom of Judinian was 
enlarged by the fplendid acquifition of Africa and 
ttaly* But the pofleffion of thefe new conqu^fts 
Avas tratifient and precarious ; and almofl a moiety 
t)f the Eaftern empire was torn away by the arms 
of the Saracens* Syria and Egypt were opprefled 
by the Arabian caliphs j and, after the reduction 
of Africa, their lieutenants invaded and fubdued 
the Roman province whith had been changed into 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain. The iflands of 
the Mediterranean were not inaccefSble to their 
naval powers ; and it was from their extreme fi^a^^ 
tions, the harbours of Crete and the fortrefles of 
Cilicia, that the faithful or rebel emirs infulted 
the majefty of the throne and capital. The re** 
maining provinces under the obedience of the em^ 

>> The Le^atio Liutprandi Epifcopi Cremonenfis ad Nicephorum Phocam* 
is infbrtcd ip Muratorij Scripcores Reritm Italicarum^ torn. ii. pars i. 

petors5 
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pcrors, were caft into a new mould ; and the jurit chap. 
di&ion of the prefidents, the conftilars, ^hd the ^i- 
counts, was fuperfeded by the infthutiou of the 
tbemes '% or military governments, which prer 
vailed under the fucceflTors of Heraclius, and are 
defcribed by the pen of the royal author. Of the 
twenty-nine themes, twelve in Europe and fevenr 
teen in Afia, the origin is obfcure, the etymology 
doubtful or capricious: the limits were arbitrary 
and fluduating ; but fome particular names that 
found the moft ftrangely to our ear were derived 
from the charafter and attributes of the troops 
thsLt were maintained at the expence, and for the 
guard, of the refpeftive divifions. The vanity of 
the Greek princes moft eagerly grafped the fliadow 
of conqueft and the memory of loft dominion, A 
new Mefopotamia was created on the Weftern fide 
of the Euphrates ; the appellation and praetor of 
Sicily were transferred to a narrow flip of Gala* 
bria ; and a fragment of the dutchy of Beneven* 
ti|m was promoted to the ftyle and title of the 
theme of Lombardy. In the decline of the Ara« 
bian empire, the fucceifors of Conftantine might 
indulge their pride in more folid advantages. The 
yi£lories of Nicephorus, John 21imifces, and Bafil 
the fecond, revived the fame and enlarged the 
boundaries of the Roman name : the prqyince of 
Cilicia, the metropolis qf Antioch, the iflands of 

|A See Conftantine de ThematibuSy in Bandari^ torn. i. p. 1—30. who 
ownsy that the word is ux ledkauM. 0e/iMt is ufed by Maurice (Stratagem. 
L ii. c. 2 ) for a legion, from whence the name w«s eafily transferred to 
its pod or province (Ducange, GloiT. Grasa* torn. i. p* 4S79 4SS.)* Some 
Etymologies are attempted for the Opfician, Optimatian, Thraceiiaa^ 
tliemes. 

H3 Crete 
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CHAP. Crete and Cyprus, were reftored to the allegiance 
^'"' of Chrlft and Caefar : one third of Italy was an- 
nexed to the throne of Cpnftantinople : the king- 
dom of Bulgaria was deftroyed ; and the lad fove- 
reigns of the Macedonian dynafty extended their 
fway from the fources of the Tigris to the neigh- 
bourhood of Rome. In the eleventh century, the 
profpeft was again clouded by new enemies and 
new misfortunes : the relics of Italy were fWept 
away by the Norman adventurers ; and almoft all 
the Afiatic branches were diffevered from the 
Roman trunk by the Turkilh conquerors. After 
thefc loffes, the emperors of the Comneiiian 
family continued to reign from the Danube' to 
Peloponefus, and from Belgrade to Nice, Trebi- 
zond, and the winding ftream of the Meander. 
The fpacious provinces of Thrace, Macedonia, 
and Greece, were obedient to their fceptre ; the 
poflellion of Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete, was ac« 
companied by the fifty iflands of the -^gean or 
Holy Sea " ; and the remnant of their empire 
tranfcends the meafure of the largeft of the Euro^ 
pean kingdoms. 

The fame princes might affcrt with dignity and 
truth, that of all the monarchs of Chriftendom 

*' AytQi TfXaySf as it is ftyled by the modern Creeks, from which the 
eorrupt names of Archipelago, TArchipci, and the Archts, iuive been tranf. 
formed by geographers and feamen (d*Anvj'lk, Gto^raphie Ancienne, torn. I. 
p. aSi* Analyfe de la Carte dc la Grece, p. 60. )• The numbers of monks or 
ca'oyers in all' the iflands and the adjacent mountain of Athos (Obfervations 
de Bekm, fol. 3a. verfo), monte fahto, might juftify the epithet of holy, 
cyie^i a flight alteration from the original ouyouo^f impofed by the Dphans, 
vrho, in their dialeit, gave the figurative name of euyti, pr goats, to 
^he bounding waves (Vofllus> apud CeUariumt (leograpb. Aotiq. tpnu u 
p. 9a}.}* 

they 
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they poiTeiTed the grcat^ft city '% the moft ample ch ak 
revenue^ the moft flouri(hiQg and populous ftate. -_^^A^ 
With the decline and &U of the empire^ the cities ^*?* 
of thfi Weft had decayed and fallen ; nor could popuiouf. 
the ruins of Rome, or the mvid walls, wooden ^** 
hovels, a&d narrow precinds, of Paris and Lon* 
don, prepare the Latin ftranger to contemplate 
the fituation and extent of Conftantinople, her 
ftately palaces and churches, and the arts and 
luxury of an innumerahte people. Her treafures 
might attra£l, but her virgin ftrength had repelled, 
and ftill promife4 to repel, the audacious invafion 
of the Perfian and Bulgarian, the Arab and the 
Ruffian* The provinces were lefs fortunate and 
impregnable; and few diftri^, few cities, could 
be difcovered which had not been violated by fome 
fietce barbarian, impatient to defpoil, becaufe he 
was hopelefs to poflefs. From the age of Juftiniaa 
the Eailem empire was finking below its former 
level : the powers of deftru£tion were more active 
than thofe of improvement ; and the calamities of 
war were embittered by the more permanent evtig 
of civil and ec^lefiaftical tyranny. The captive 
who had efcaped froin the Barbarians was often 
dripped and imprifoned by the minifters of his 
fovereign; the Greek fqperftition relaxed the 
miiid by prayer, and emaciated the body by faft* 
ing i and the multitude of convents and feftivals 
diverted many hands and many days from the tem* 
porai fervice of mankind. Yet the fubje£ts of the 

■4 According to the Jewifli traveller who had vifited Europe and Afia, 
Conftantinople was equalled ooljr by Bagdad^ the great city of the IfinaeUtes« 
(Vqyagc dc Benjanun de Tndete* par Baratlefi torn.!. Ct 5. p*4^)*, 

H 4 Byssntine 
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Byzamiae empire tr*fc ftiir the moft dextrous 
and diligent of nations ; theit country was blefied 
by nature with every advantage of foil, climate, 
and fituation ; and, in the fupport and reftoration 
of the arts, their patient and peaceful temper was 
more ufeful than the warlike fpirit and feudal 
anarchy of Europe. The provinces that ftili ad^ 
hered to the empire were repeopled and enriched 
by the misfortunes of thofe which were irrecover- 
ably loft. From the yoke of the caliphs, the Ca- 
tholics of Syria^ £gypt» aiid Africa, retired to 
the allegiance of their prince, to the fociety of 
their brethren: the moveable wealth, which 
eludes the fearch of oppreffion, accompanied and 
alleviated their exile ; and Conftantinople received 
into her bofom the fugitive trade of Alexandria 
and Tyre« The chiefs of Armenia and Scythia, 
who fl^d from hoftile or religious perfecution,! 
were hofpitably entertained : their followers wer^ 
encouraged to build new cities and to cultivate 
tvafte lands; and many fpots, both in Europe 
and Alia, pteferVed the name, the manners^ or 
at lead the memory, of thefe national colonies. 
Even the tribes of Barbarians, who had feated 
themfelves in arms on the territory of the empire, 
Wfere gradually reclaimed to the laws of the f hurch 
^nd ftlte ; and as long as they were feparate4 
from the Greeks, their pofterity fupplied a race of 
faithful and obedient foldiers. Did we poiTefs 
fufliciep^ materials to furvey the twenty-nine 
themes of the Byzantine monarchy, our curiofity 
might be fatisfie4 with a chofen example: it is 
fortunate Enough that the clearefl light (hould be 

thrown 
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thrown on the nioft interefting provmce, and the c h a e, 
name of Pjeloponestjs, will awaken die attention v«,...*v^ 
of the clafiic reader. 

As early as the eighth century, in the troubled ^^^^^ °f 
reign of the Iconoclafts, Greece, and even Peio* fus : scu- 
ponefus", were overrun by fome Sclavonian bands ^^""^^ 
who outftripped the royal ftandard of Bulgaria* 
The ftrangers of old, Cadmus, and Danaus, and 
Pelops, had planted in that fruitful foil the feeds 
of policy and learning ; but the favages of the 
north eradicated what yet remained of their fickly 
and withered roots. In this irruption, the coun« 
try and the inhabitants were transformed ; the 
Grecian blood was contaminated ; and the proudeft 
nobles of Peloponefus were branded with the 
names of foreigners znAJlaves. By the diligence 
of fucceeding princes, the land was in fome mea« 
fure purified from the Barbarians ; and the humble 
remnant was bound by an oath of obedience, 
tribute, and military fervice, which they often 
renewed and often violated. Th« fiege of Pat r as , 
was formed by a lingular concurrence of the Scla^ 
vonians of Peloponefus and the Saracens of Africa* 
Jn their feft diftrefs, a pious fiftion of the ap- 
proach of the praetor of Corinth, revived the cou-. 

rage of the citizens. Their fally was bold and 

♦ 

15 Er4x«ff« ©»j ct iroiffct n x^^e^ xsa ytyon SxfSapo^y fays Coni)antine 
(Thffnutibus, 1. ii. c.6. p. %^.), in a ftyle as barbarous as the idea, which 
he confirnnsy as ufual, by a foolish epigram. Th^ epiromizer of Strabo 
like wife obfcrtes, aou vw h vaawt Hircipov, xat EXXaiao'p^E^oy x«s* 
MtfXE^vMev, XM ntX0Toyi]0iDy SxuOcm XxXaCm n^rrcu (l.vii« p. 98. edit. 
Hudfon) : a paiTage which leads Dodwell a weary dance (Geograph. Minor* 
torn, ii' diflbre. vi. p. i70-<->i9i.)y to enumerate the inroads of the Sclavi, 
and to fix the date ( A. D. 980.) of this petty geographer. 

4 fuccefsful ; 
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CHAP, fuccefsful ; the ftrangers embarked, the rebeli 
^^r-,A_- fubmitted» and the glory of the day was aicribed 
to a phantom or a ft ranger, who fought in the 
foremoft ranks under the character of St. Andrew 
the Apoftle. The flirine which contained his 
relics was decorated with the trophies of vidory, 

and the captive race was for ever devoted to the fer* 
vice and vafialage of the metropolitan church of 
Patras, By the revolt of two Sclavonian tribes in 
the neighbourhood of Helos and Lacedasmon, the 
peace of the peninfula was often difturbed. They 
fometimes infulted the weaknefs, and fometimes 
refifted the oppreilion, of the Byzantine govern- 
ment, till at length the approach of their hoftile 
brethren e^^torted a golden bull to define the rights 
and obligations of the ^ Ezzeriies and Milengi^ 
whofe annual tribute was 4cfined at twelve hun* 
dred pieces of gold. From thefe ftra9gers the 
Imperial geographer has accurately diftinguiflied a 
doQieftic and perhaps original race, who, in fon^e 
degree, might derive their blood from the much- 
Frremen of ix^urcd Hclots. The liberality of the Romans, 
*"** and efpecially of Auguftus, had enfranchifed the 
maritime cities from the dominion of Sparta ; and 
the continuance of the lame benefit ennobled them 
with the title of Eleuther^^ or Free-Laconians '*. la 
the time of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, they had 
acquired the name of Mainoiesy under which they 
diihonour the claim of liberty by the inhumaii 
pillage of all that is fliipwrecked on their rocky 
ihores. Their territory, barren of corn, but fruit* 

i^ Strabon. Gcograph. ]. vjii. p. 562, Paufanias, Gnrc. Dcfcripciot L iii* 
c. 11. p. 264, 265. RUu. Hift. Natur, L iv.: c. S. 
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fill of olives, extended to the Cape of Malea : they chap. 
accepted a chief or prince from the Byzantine «^/-w 
praetor, and a light tribute of four hundred pieces 
of gold was ^he badge of their immunity rather 
than of their dependence. The freemen of Laco* 
nia aflumed the cbarader df Romany, and long 
adhered to the religion of the Greeks. By the 
zeal of the emperor Bafil, they were baptized in 
the feith of Chrift : but the altars of Venus and 
Neptune had been crowned by thefe ruftic votaries 
fife hundred years after they were profcribed in the 
Roman world. In the theme of Peloponefus '% cjti«f«n4 
forty cities were ftill numbered, and the declining PciojiQiie^ 
ilatc of Sparta, Argos, and Corinth, may be fuf- 
pended in the tentii century, at an equal diflance, 
perhaps, between their antique fplendour and 
their prefent defolation. The duty of military fer- 
vice, either in perfon or by fubftitute, was impofed 
on the lands or benefices of the province : a fum 
of five pieces of gold was aff^ffed on each of the 
fubftantial tenants ; and the fame capitation was 
Ihared among fever al heads of inferior value. On 
the proclamation of an Italian war, the Pelopo- 
nefians excufed themfelves by a voluntary oblation 
of one hundred pounds of gold (four thoufand 
pounds fterling), and a thoufand horfes with their 
;irms and trappings. The churches and monafte- 
ries furnifhed their contingent ; a facrilegious pro- 
lit was extorted from the fale of ecclefiaflical ho- 
nours ; and the indigent bifhop of Leucadia '^ was 

made 

17 Conftantin. de AdminiHrando Imperioi l.ii. c. 50, $1, 52. 
^ The rock of Leucate wa;i the fouchcrn promontory of his ifland ^nd 
diocef:. Had he been the es^clufive guardian of the Lover's Leap, fo well 

known 
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CHAP, made refponfible for a penfion of one hundred 
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pieces of gold '■ 
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Manofac- gyj the Wealth of the province, and the truft of 

foresy cfpe* 

ciaiiy of the revenue, were founded on the fair and plenti- 
ful produce of trade and manufa^ures ; and fome 
fymptoms of liberal policy may be traced in a law 
which exempts from all perfonal taxes the mari* 
l^ers of Peloponefus, and the workmen in paretic 
ment and purple. This denpmination may be 
fairly applied qr extended to the m^ilufaftures .of 
linen, woollen, and more efpecially of filk : the 
two former qf :whieh had .flourifhed in Greece 
fince the days: of Homer ; and the laft was introv 
duced perhapB .as early as the- reign of Juftinian, 
Thefe arts, which- were e^cercifed at Corinth, 
Thebes, and Argosy ^afforded- food and occupation 
to a numerous pieople : the men, women, and 
children, were diftributed according to their age 
and ftrength ; and if mar^y of thefe were domeftic 
flaves, their mafters, who direfted the work and 
enjoyed the profit, were of a free and honour? 
able condition. The gifts which a rich and gene- 
rou« matron of Peloponefus prefented to the em- 
peror Bafil, her adopted fon, were doubtlefs 
fabricated in the Grecian looms. Danielis beftowed 
a carpet of fine wool, of a pattern which imitated 
the fpots of a peacock^s tail, of a magnitude 
to overfpread the floor of a new church, erefted 
in the triple name of Chrift, of Michael the arch- 

I^nown to the readers of Ovid (Epift Sappho) and the Spedlator, he might 
have been the richefl prelate of the Gieek church. 

19 Leucatenfis mlhl juravit cpifcopus, quotannis ecclefiam fuam debere 
Nicephoro aureos centum pcrfolvpre, fimiliter et ceterasplus minufvc fccuQ*. 
dum vires fuas (Liutprand in Legat, p- 439.). 
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^eU and of the prophet EUjih. She gave Ibc chap. 
hundred pieces of f\\k and Unen, of various ufe ^"'* 
and denomination t the filk was painted with the 
Tyrian die, and adorned by the labours of the 
needle $ and the linen was fo exquifitely fine^ that 
an entire piece might be rolled in the hollow of a 
cane*''. In his defcription of the Greek manu* 
failures, an hiftorta.n of Sicily difcriminates their 
))rice, according to the weight and quality of the 
filk, the clofenefs of the texture^ the beauty of the 
colours* and the tafte and materials of the em* 
broidery^ A fingle, or even a double or treble 
thread was thought fufEcient for ordinary fale; 
but the union of fix threads compofed a piece of 
ftronger and more coftly workmanfliip. Among 
the colours, he celebrates, with affe&ation of olo^ 
quence, the fiery blaze of the fcarlet, and the 
fofter luftre of the green. The embroidery wa$ 
taifed either in filk or gold : the more fimple or* 
nament of (Iripes or circles was furpaflfed by the 
nicer imitation of flowers : the veftments that were 
fabricated for the palace or the altar often glittered 
with precious (tones; and the figures were deli* 
neated in firings of Oriental pearls *'♦ Till the 

twelfth 



«o See Conibntlne (in Vit. Bafil. c. 74, 75, 76. p. 195. 197* in Script 
poft Theophanem), Who allows himfelt to ufe many technical or barbarous 
Words : barbarous, fays he, T»i rta iroKXuf otfuc^tak KoLKant y»f it* ^wroig 
HMvoXncTfiy. Ducange labours on fome ; but he was not a weaver. 

»t The manufadiures of Palermo, as they arc dcfcrlbcd by Hugo Falcan« 
dus (HiA. Sicula in proem, in Muratori Script. Rtrum Italicarum, torn. t. 
p. i56.)» '^ ^ <^^Py o^tho^<^ of Greece. Without tranfcribing his declama- 
lory fer.tenccs, whiclt 1 have foftened in the t^xt, I fhall obferve, that in 
x\u% palTage, the ftran^c word §*areni^'rMts Is ytry properly changed for 

enSBtbirngtM 
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c V A r. twelfth century^ Greece alone, of all the coufl^ 
- ^ _L^]\u tries of Chriftcndom, was poflefied of the infed 
who is taught by nature, and of the workmen 
who are inftrufted by art, to prepare this elegant 
uxury. But the fecret had been ftolen by the 
dexterity and diligence of the Arabs : the caliphs 
of the Eaft and Weft fcorned to borrow from the 
unbelievers their furniture and apparel ; and two 
cities of Spain, Almeria and Lifbon, were famous 
for the manufaflure, the ufe, and perhaps the 
tfan4>oftcd exportation, of filk. It was firft introduced into 
^luiy. Sicily by the Normans; and this emigration of 
trade diftinguifhes the viftory of Roger from the 
uniform and fruitlefs hoftilities of every age. After 
the fack of Corinth, Athens, and Thebes, his 
lieutenant embarked with a captive train of weav- 
ers and artificers of both fexes, a trophy glorious 
to their mafter, and difgraceful to the Greek 
emperor**. The king of Sicily was not infenfible 
of the value of the prefent ; and, in the reftitutioii 
4)f the prifoners, he excepted only the male and 
female manufacturers of Thebes and Corinth, who 
labour, fays the Byzantine hiftorian, under a bar* 

exanibemata by Carliius, the firft editor. Falcandus lived about the year 
1J90. 

»A Inde ad interiora Grsciae progreiTi, Corinthum, Thebas, Athenas, an*^ 
iSqua nobiliute cdebresy expugnant j et, maxima ibidem praed^ dlrtpti, opi* 
ftcet etiam, qui fericos pannos texere folent, ob ignominiam imperacoris 
iUius fuique principis gloriam captivos deducunt. Quos Kogcrius, in Pa* 
lermo Sicilis metropoU collocans, artem texendi fuos edoceie. prseepit ; et 
cxhiAc prxdida ars ilia, prius i Grscis tantum inter CJiriitianos habita, 
Romanis patere coepit ingeniis (Otlio Frifmi^en. do Ceftis Frederici K I. i. 
€•33* in Muratori Script. Jtal. torn. vi. p. 6^S.). This exception allows 
tbe bi(hop to celebrate Liibon and Almeria in fericorBm pannoriim opi* 
licio prxncbiliilimie (in Chron. spud Muraioci, AnDali (i*iuUa, torn. ix. 

barous 
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barpus lord, like the old Eretrians in the fervice c if A K 
of Darius *K A (lately edifice, in the palace of ""* 
Palermo^ was erefted for the ufe of this indaftri- 
Otis colony ** ; and the art was propagated by their 
children and dtfdpies ta £itisfy the increafing de- 
mand of the weftem world. The decay of the 
botns of Sicily may be afcribed to the troubles of 
the ifland, and the competition of the Italian cities. 
In the year thirteen hundred and fourteen^ Lucca 
alone, among her fifler republics, enjoyed the 
lucrative monopoly **• A domeftic revolution (fit 
perfed the manufacturers of Florence, Bologna, 
Venice, Milan, and even the countries beyond 
the Alps ; and thirteen years after this event, the 
ftatutes of Modena enjoin the planting of mulberry 
trees, and regulate the duties on raw filk **. The 
northern climates are lefs propitious to the educa- 
tion of the filk*worm ; but the induftry of France 
auHd England *^ is fupplied and enriched by the pro- 
dudions of Italy and China* 

»3 NicetM in Manuel, I. ii. c. 8. p. 65. He dcfcribes thefc Greeks as 
Ikitcd iV9)Tp(»; «doya$ y^cuntv^ as ^ru v^oatcwtxovrets rm f|ftjbUTa;y x«» 

>4 Hugo Falcandtts ftylet them nobiles officinas. The Arabs had not 
Introduced filk, chough they had planted canes and made fagar in tlie plain 
•f Palermo. 

«f See the Life of Caftruccio Caftlcani, not by Machiavel, but by his more 
authentic biographer Nicholas Tegrimi. Muratorl, who has inferted it in 
the xi'^ volume of his Scriptores, quotes this curious paflagein his Italian 
ilntiqitittts- Ct<>in* i* diflert.xxv. p. 46—48.). 

M From the MS* ftatutes, as they are quotM by Murator! in his Italian 
Antiquities (torn. ii. diflerc. xxx. p. 46—4.8.). 

a? Tlie broad filk manufaaure was eftabi:fned in England in the year 
1620 (Anderfon's Chronological Dcdud^on, vol. ii. p- 4 ) : but it is to the 
jflfocation of the edid of Nantes that we owe the Spitalfields solony. 

I mud 
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• 

CHAP. i mufl: repeat the complaint that the iagoe and 
v.j!!J!L^ fcanty memorials of the times will not afford any 
RevCT)a«of j^f); eftimatc o( the taxes, the revenue, and the 
cin|>ire.^ Fcfourccs of the Greek empire. From every pro 
vince of Europe and Afia the rivulets of gold and 
filver difebarged into the Imperial refervoir a copi- 
ous and perennial dream. The reparation of the 
branches from the trunk increafed the relative 
magnitude of Conftantinople ; and the maxims of 
defpotifm contraded the ftate to the capital, the 
capital to the palace, and the palace to the royal 
perfon. A Jewifli traveller, who vifited the Eaft 
in the twelfth century, is loft in his admiration of 
the Byzantine riches. " It is here,** fays Benja- 
inin of Tudela, " in the queen of cities, that the 
^^ tributes of the Greek etnpire are annually depo- 
^^ fited, and the lofty towers are filled with pre« 
^^ clous magazines of filk, purple, and gold; It 
^^>is faid, that Conftantinople pays each day to 
** her fovereign twenty thoiifand pieces of gold J 
** which are levied on the (hops, taverns, and 
" markets, on the merchants of Perfia and Egypt, 
*' of Ruffia and tlungary, of Italy and Spain, 
** who frequent the capital by fea and land *•.** 
In all pecuniary matters, the authority of a Jew 
is doubtlefs refpeflable ; but as the three hundred 
and fixty-five days would produce a yearly income 
exceeding feven millions fterling, I am tempted to 

»» Voyage de Benjamin de Tudtle, torn. i. c. 5. p. 44—^1. The Hebrew 
text has been tranflated Into French by that marvellous child Baratief, who 
has Added a volume of crude learning. The errors and fifiions of the JeWiOx 
r«bbi, are not a fuffieient ground to deny the reaL'tyof his travels. ' ^ 

retrench 
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tetrehch at leaft the numerous feftivak of fhe c h a i^. 
Greek calendar. The mafs of treafure that was ^^^->^^ 
faved by Theodbni and Bailil the feconfl, will fug* 
geft a fpiendid, though indefinite^ idea of their 
fupplies and refources« The mother of Michael, 
before (he retired to a cloi(ler» attempted to check 
or expofe the prodigality of her ungrateful fon^ 
by a free and faithful account of the wealth which 
he inherited} one hundred and nine thoufand 
pounds of gold„ and three hundred thoufand of 
filver^ the fruits of her own. ctconomy and that of 
her deceafed hufband '^. The avarice of Bafil is 
not lefs renowned than his valour and fortune t hts 
vi£):orious armies were paid and rewarded without 
breaking into the mafs of two hundred thoufand 
pounds of gold (about eight millions (lerling), 
which he had buried in the fubterraneous vaults 
of the palace ^* . Such accumulation of treafure is 
rejefted by the theory and praftice of modern 
policy ; and we are more apt to compute the na- 
tional riches by the ufe and abufe of the public 
eredit« Yet the maxims of antiquity are ftill em- 
braced by a monarch formidable to his enemies; 
by a republic refpeflable to her allies ; and both 
have attained their refpeftive ends, of military 
power, and domeftic tranquillity. 

Whatever might be confumtd for the prefent Pompaikl 

rtr r ri^/i* "Jxury of 

wants^ or referved for the future tile, or the Itate, thecmpt* 



rort. 



*9 Ste the'cominuator of Theophancs (I. iv< p. iCf7.)fC.6rtnxii (p. 544O1 
and Zooaralt (torn* ii* 1. 3»vk p. 157.V ' »' 

to Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xvU* p. ^^^)» inftcad of poondt, ufes the more 
«laffic apfpcllation of talents, whid^ in a literal (bnfe and ftvia computation^ 
would roiUfiply fixty fold tha trcafore of Bafii 

Vofc. 3^ I the 
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c H A p.^ the firft and moft facred demand was for the 
■_,-^Au,' pomp apd pleafure of the emperor ; and his dif- 
cretion only could define the meafure of his pri- 
rate expence. The princes of Conftanttnople 
were far removed from the fimplicity of nature ; 
yet, with the revolving feafons, they were led by 
taile or fafliion to withdraw to a purer . air, from 
the fmoke and tumult of the capital. They ea- 
joyed, or afFefted to enjoy, the ruftic fcftival pf 
the vintage : their leifure was amufed by the ex- 
ercife of the chace and the palmer occupation pf 
fifliing,' and in the fummer heats, they were 
(haded from the fun, and refreihqd by the cooling 
breeses from the fea» The coa(b and iflands of 
Afla and Europe were covered with their magni- 
ficent villas : but, inftead pf the modefl: art which 
fecret}y ftrives 16 hide itfelf.and to decoratjg the 
fcenery of nature, the marble . ftrufture of their 
gardens ferved only to, expofe the riches of the 
lord, and the labours of the architefl:. The fuc- 
ceflive cafualcies of inheritance and forfeiture had 
rendered the fovereign proprietor of many (lately 
houfes in the city and fuburbs, of which twelve 
were appropriated to the minifters of ftate; but 
The palace the great palace ", the centre of the Imperial 
tmopk.**^ refidence, was fixed during eleven centuries to the 
fame pofition, between the hippodrome, the ca« 
thedral of St. Sophia, and the gardens, which 
defcended by many a terrace to the fhores of the 

31 For aic^pTous and minute defcripcion of the Imperial paUicet fee the 
ConfUntinop. Chriftiana (I. ii^ c. 4. p. ii3i»»i»30 of bucan«^|L|ta0 Title, 
mont of the middle ages. Never has laboriods Gennany produce^lJjpD 4mii« 
quar'ians more laborious and accurate ihan thefe two ivt(ives of lively France. 

Propoptjfc 
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Propbntis. The primitive edifice of the firft Con- c hap. 



flan tine was a copy or rival of ancient Rome ; the 
gradual improvements of his fucceflbrs afpired to 
emulate the 'Wonders of the old world ^% and in. 
the tenth century, the Byzantine palace excited 
the admiration, at lead of the Latms, by an un- 
queftionable pre-eminence of ftrength, iize, and 
magnificence "• But the toil and treafure of fo 
many ages had produced a vaft and irregular pile : 
each feparate building was marked with the cha- 
rader of the times and of the founder: and the 
want of fpace might excufe the reigning monarch 
who demoliflied, perhaps with fecret fatisfadion, 
the works of his predeceifors. The oeconomy of 
the emperor Tbeophilos allowed a more free and 
ampie fcope for his domefUc luxury and fplendour* 
A favourite ambafiador who had aftoniflied the 
Abbaflide^ themfelves by his pride and liberality^ 
prefented on bis return the model of a palace^ 
which the caliph of Bagdad had recently con(lru£te4 
on ■■'fike banks of the Tigris. The model; was 
inflraiitly copied . and furpaiTeil r the new buildings 
of Th^ophilus ** were .accompanied- with gardens, 

3^ The Byzantine palace furpa/fes the Capitol, the palace of Pergamusy 
the Rufinian wood (^ca^poy ecyaXiJM), the temple of Adrian at Cyzicus, 
the pyramids, the Phariis, &q, according to an epigram (Antliolog. Graec. 
L Iv. p. 48S» 489* Bfodaei, apud Wechei) aCcribcd to Julian> ex>pre(e^ 
of Egypt Seventy-ohe of his epigra^ns, fome lively, arc collefled in Brunck 
(Anale^. Grxc. torn. ii. p.-493— SIQ*) ; but this i% wanting. 

srConftantinopolitanum Paiatiuna non puJchritudine folum, vcrum etiam 
fbrtftodine, omnibus quas unquam videram munitidnibus pFsflat (Llii^t- 
prand»Hifl. 1* v. c« 9. p. 465.)* 

34 See the anonymous continuator of Theophanes (p. $9. 61. 86.), whom 
I have followed in the neat and concife abftradt of Le Beau (Hid. du Bas- 
Eqppire^. torn. xiy. p. 436, 43^8.}. 

la and 
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CHAP, and with five churches, one of v^hich wat con-* 
"*^' fpicuous for fize and beauty : it was crowned with 
three domes, the roof of giit bra& repofed on 
columns of Italian marble, and the walls were in* 
crufted with marbles of various colours^ In the 
face of the church, a femi-circular ponico, of the 
figure and name of the Gftdn^gma^ was fupported 
by fifteen cohimns of Phrygian marble, and the 
fubterraneous vaults were of a fimilar conftruftion* 
The- fquare before the figma was decorated with a 
fountain, and the margin of the bafon was lined, 
and encompaifed with plates of filver. . In the be* 
ginning of each feafon, the bafon, inftead oi 
water, was repleniQied with the moil exquifite 
fruits, which were abandoned to the populace £3r 
the entertainment of the prince. He enjoyed thin 
tumultuous fpedtacle from a throne refplendent 
Hifith gold and gems, which was raifed by a marble 
ftair*cafe to the height of a lofty terrace. Below 
the throne were feated the officers of his gu^ds, 
the magiilrates, the chiefs of the feidions of the 
circus; the inferior fteps were occupied by the 
people, and the place bebw was covered with 
troops of dancers, fingers, and p^topiimes. The 
fquare was furrounded by the hall of juftice,* the 
arfenal, and the various offices of bu0aefs an4 
pleafure ; and the purple chamber was named from 
the annual diftribution of robes of fcarlet and 
purple by the hand of the emprefii herfelf. The 
ton^ feries of the. apartm^ts was adapted to the 
feafons, and decoraled with marble and porphyry, 
with painting, fculpture, and mofaics, with ^ 
^ profufion of gold, filver, and precious ftones^ 
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His fanciful magnificence employed the fkill and chap. 

patience of fuch artifis as the times could afford : 

but the tafte of Athens would have defpifed their 

frivolous and cdflly labours ; a golden tree, with 

its leaves and branches, which iheltered a miiiti* 

tude of birds^ warbling their artificial notes> 

and two lions of mafTy gold, and of th9 

natural fize, who looked and roared like their 

brethren of the foreft. The fucceffors of The^ 

ophilus, of the Bafiiian and Comnenian dynafties^ 

were not lefs arpbicious of leaving feme memorial 

of their refidence ; and the portion of the palace 

mod fplendid and auguft, was dignified with the 

title of the golden triclinium^\ With becoming Furniture 

modefty^ the rich and noble Greeks afpired to JHc^'*" ' 

imitate their fovereign, and when they paffed 

through the ftreets on horfcback, Jn their robes 

of filk and embroidery, they were miftaken by 

the children for kings ^*. A matron of Relopo- 

nefu8^% who had cheriihed the infant fortunes 

of Bafil the Macedonian, was^ excited by tender- 

nefs or vanity to vifit the greatnefs of her adopted 

fon. In a journey of five hundred miles fronn 

Patras to Conftaipinopl^, her age or indolence 

35 In aurco trlclinio qua? praciUntior eft p\rs potent! ffimus (the vjurf^. 
l{(7mtfA»j^ degenft Cietera^ partes (fHh) dillnbucrat (Liutprand. Hit^. 1. v. 
c. 9. p. 469.). For thi« lax fign.ft-atlon of Tr Clinium (ppdificium iria vel 
plura xXiyi) fcilicet rtye compleitens), fee Ducange (Gloff. Gr«c. ctOb-, 
fcrvations fur Join ville, p* H<^) &"<^ ReiOce (ad Gonftan^inum de Cer&- 

moniisy P^ 7*)* 

3^ In equis ve^i (fays Ecnjaniin of Tudela) regum filHs videntur pcr- 

fimiles. J prefer th« Latin verfion of ConAantine TEmpereur (p. 46.)> to 
the French of Baratier (torn. i. p. 49.)* 

37 See tlie account of her journey, munificence, and teftament, in tht 
Ufe of Bafil, by his $randfo^» Coi>ftantine (c. 74, 75, 76. p. 195— 197-)« 

1 3 declined 
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CHAP, declined the fatigue of an horfe or carriage : the 
^ foft litter or bed of Danielis was tranfported on 
the ihoulders of ten robuft flaves ; and as they 
were relieved at eafy diftances^ a band of three 
hundred was feleded for the performance of thi$ 
fervice. She was entertained in the Byzantine 
palace with filial reverence, and the honours of a 
queen ; and whatever might be the origin of her 
wealth, her gifts were not unworthy of the regal 
dignity* I have already defcribed the f^ne an4 
curious manufaflures of Peloponefus, of linen, 
iilky and woollen ; but the mod acceptable of her 
prefents confided in three hundred beautiful 
youths, of whom one hundred were eunuchs"; 
** for (he was not ignorant," fays the hiftorian, 
** that the air of the palace is more congenial to 
*' fuch infefts, than a ihepherd's dairy to the flies 
^ of the fummer.^' During her lifetime, (he be- 
flowed the greater part of her eftates in Pelopo- 
nefus, and her teftaracnt inftituted Leo the fon 
of Bafil her univerfal heir. After the payment 
of the legacies, * fourfcorc villas or farms were 
added to the imperial domain; and three thpufan^ 
flaves of Danielis were ^nfranchifed by their new; 
lord, and tranfplanted as a colony to the Italian 
coaft. From this example of a private matron, 
we may eftimate the wealth and oiagnificence of 

• 

38 Carfamatium (x«^ft|utaJtj, Ducangc, GloflT.) Grsci vocant, amputatis 
vlrilibus et virg4, puerum tiiDUchiim quos Vcrdunenfcg mercatores ob im- 
ixienfum iucmm facere foltnt et in Hifpaniam ducere (Liutprand, i. vi. 
c. 3. p. 470.)— The laft abomination of the abominable (lave- trade' I Yet 
I am furprifed to find in thex**^ c^mury, fuch g&iyt fpeculaticns of com- 
merce in torrainc. 

the 
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the emperors. Yet our enjoyments are confined ^ ^- ^ p» 
by a narrow circle j and, whatfoever may be its ^— ^v-ii^^ 
value, the liixury of life is pofleflid with more in- 
nocence and fafety by the mafter of his own, 
than by the fteward of the public, fortune. 

In. an abfolute government, which levels the Honourt 
diftinftions of noble and plebeian birth, the *heimi^ri2 
iovereign is the fole fountain of honoiif ; and the ^^^^ 
rank, both in the palace and the empire, depends 
on the titles and offices which are beftowed and 
refumed by his arbitrary will. Abo^e a thoufand 
years, from Vefpafian to Alexius Comneni|s'% 
the Ca/ar was the fecond perfon, or at leafl: the 
fecond degree, after the fupreme title of An^ufius 
was more freely communicated to the fons and 
brothers of the reigning monarch. To elude 
without violating his promife, to a powerful aifoci- 
ate, the hufband of his fifter ; and, without giv- 
ing himfelf an equal, to reward the piety of his 
brother Ifaac, the crafty Alexius interpofed a new 
and fupercminent dignity. Th^ happy flexibility 
of xht Greek tongue allowed him to compound 
the names of Augiiftus and emperor (Sebaftos and 
Aujocrator), and the union produced the fonqrous 
title of Sebq/iocrator. He was exalted above the 
Caefar on the firft ftep of the throne : the public 
acclamations repeated his name j and he was only 

39 dee the AlexisKl (1. Hi. p. 78, 79.) of Anna Comnena, who, except 
ip filial piety, may be compared to Madcmoifcllc de Montpenfier. In her 
^ful re^rtnce for titles and forms, (he ft yles her father E^rtrrj/xoija^^jn^, 
the invcntpr of this royaj art, the nxin ts^"*^; and WP^r'i/A'J iriri^a'** 

I 4 diftinguiflied 
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CHAP, diftinguiflicd from the fovercign by (ome pecuHaf 
^"^* ornaments of the head and feet. The emperor 
alone could aflimie the purple or red bufluna, and 
the clofe diadem or tiara, which imitated thie 
fafluon of tht Ferfian kings ^^ It was an high 
pyramidal cap of cloth or filk, almoft cpiiceale4 
by a profufion of pearls and jewels: the crown 
was formed by an horizontal circle and two arches 
of gold : at Ihe fammit, the* point of their inter-* 
fe£tion^ was placed a globe or crofs, and two 
ftrings or lappets of pearl depended on either 
^heek. Inftead of red, thc^ bufkins of the Ser 
baftocrator and Caefar were green ; and on their 
^en coronets or crowns, the precious j^ems were 
more fparjngly difl^ributed. Befidfs and below 
the Casfar, the fancy of Alexius created the Pan*^ 
byperfebq/io$ and the Prot(febajiosj whofe found 
and fignification will fatisfy a Grecism ear. They 
imply a fuperiority and a priority aboye the fimpte 
name of Auguftus \ and this facred and primitive 
title of the Roman prince was degraded to the 
kinfmen and fervants of. the Byzantine Qourt* 
The daughter of Alexius applauds, with fond 
complacency, this artful gradation of hopes aad 
honours ; but the fcience of words is acce^ble to 
the meaneft capacity^ and this vain didionary 
was eafily enriched by the pride of his fuccefibrs* 

40 2>rt/Aj^, rs^^yo^s Ikair^yM ; fee ReifHe, ad Ceremoniiley p*^&(> ^S* 
Pucange has given a learned dKTeriation on the crowns of CooftiiWBlopljp, 
^ome, France, &c. (fur Joinvilley xxv» p. 3^^9-^303.): I>ut ofm.thir||^ 
fpur models^ noae exactly tally with Anne's defcription. 

To 
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To their favourite fons or brothers, they im{>arted c h a p« 
the more lofty appelhition of Lord or Defpot^ v^J,iw 
which wa8 illuftrated with new ornaments and 
prerogatives, and placed immediately after thtf 
perfon of the emperor himfelf. The five titles of 
I. Defpot; 2. Sebajlocrator ; 3. Cafar; 4. Pan^ 
byperfebajior ; and,» 5. Protofebajios ; were ufually 
confined to the princes of his blood : they were 
the emanations of his majefty, biit as they cxer* 
cifed no regular fun£lion», their exiftence was ufe<« 
Icfs, and theif authority precarious. 

But in e^ery monarchy the fubftantial powers offices of 
of government muft be divided and exercifed by thcSI^ 
the minifters of the palace and treafury, the fleet JJ^^ 
^nd army. The titles alone can differ; and in 
the revolution of ages, the counts and prsefedksi 
the praetor and qusftbr, infenfibly defcended, 
while their fervants rofe above their heads to the 
firft honours of the ftate. i. lit a monarchy^ 
which refers every objeft to the perfon of the 
prince, the care and ceremonies of the palace 
form the moft refpeftable department. The C»* 
ropalaia*\ (o illuftrioqs in the age of Juftinian, 
Was fupplanted t)y the ProtrueftiarCy whofe pri- 
mitive functions were limited to the cuftody of 
the wardrobe. From thence his jurifdi&ion wa» 

41 Pars exilans curls, folo diademate difpar 
Ordln* pro rerum vocicatus Cura'PaUti\ 
fays the African Curippus (deLaudibus Ju(liniy I. i. ijfi.); and ftl ttie fault 
century (the vi^'*), Cafliodor'ius reprcfencs him, who, virgl avr«4 decoratus^ 
inter numerofa obfequia primus ante ped«s regis incederet (Variar. vii. 5. J. 
But this great officer, Qk^twKiymr^f ex^rcifiiig no fun^ion, mn h v^i^m, 
WM call down by tlie modern Greeics to the as^^ rank (Codin. c. 5. p* 65.)* 

extended 
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CHAP., extdnded over the numerous mienials of pomp an4 
" * luxury;- and he prefided with his filver wand at 
the public and private audience. 2* In the ancieat 
l^ftem of Conftantine, the name of Logothete^ 09 
accountant, was applied to the receivers of the 
finances : the principal officers were didinguifbed 
as the Logothetes of the domtin, of the pofts, thq 
army, the private and public treafure; and the 
p^eat Logothetey the fupreme guardian of the law§ 
and revenues, is compared with the chancellor of 
the Latin monarchies **. His. difceming eye per-* 
vaded the civil adminiftration ; and he*was allifted, 
in due fubordination^ by the eparch or prae« 
it6i of the city, the firft fecretary, and the keepers 
of the privy feal, the archives, and the red or 
purple ink . which was refer ved for the facred fig- 
jiature of the emperor alone *\ The introduSor 
and interpreter of foreign ambaffadors were the 
great Chiaufs ^•' and the Dragoman ^\ two name? 

4% Nketstt (in Manuel..!, vii. c i.) defines him »( n Sat,r%m9 ^uiim K«y- 
i(iXi0if(O|P) t^ i* lEXKnvi<: utojw Aoyo6iT»]y« Yet Ac epithet of ftiyptj was ad- 
ded by the elder Andronicus (Ducange^ torn. I* p* Szi, Si}.)* 

4) From Leo I. ( Al D. 470.) the Imperial inky which is ftill vifible on fonnf 
original a£tsy was a.rnixture.of v^rmlllioa and cinnahary or puiple. The 
cmpetof 8 guardians, who (hared in this prerogative, always marked in 
green ink the indiaion^ and the month* See th^ Di^kiooaire Diplomatiqae 
(torn. i. p. 511 — S^V)> a valuable 4|)ndgment. 

44 The fultan ftnt a Itasj to Alexius (Anna Comnena, 1. vi. p. 170. 
Ducange ad lot. ) j and Pachymer often fpeaks of the /^sya? t^ow? (1. vil. 
c. 1. 1. xii. c. 30. 1. xiii. c. 22.). The Chiaoufh bafha is now at tl»e head 
of yooofl^ers (Rycaut*s Ottoman Empire, p. 349. odavo edition). 

45 ^ii^emtan IS the Arabic name of an interpreter (d'Herbclot, p 854, S55.) 
flrpwTO? Tuv ip^sv-'jwv tig KOii-jaq omt/tl^aa-i Jpayojuatvaj. fays Codinus (c. v. 
NO 7a p. 67.). See Villehardpuin (N«> 96 ), Biiftequius (Epift. iv. 
p. 33S.), and Ducangc (Obfervations fur VilUhardouin, and Gloff. Grjec. ct 
Latin.). 

of 
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of Tufldfh origin, and which are ftill familiar to ^ ^^^ ^' 
the fublime Porte, -5. From the humble ftyle and 
fervice of guards, the Dome/iics infenfibly rofe to 
the Ration of generals ; the military themes of the 
Eaft and Weft, the legions of Europe and Afia, 
were often divided* till the great Domejlic was 
finally inverted with the univerfal and abfolute 
command of thp land forces. The Proto/irator^ 
in bis original fynftions, was the affiftant of the 
emperor when he mounted on horfeback : he gra* 
dually became the lieutenant of the great Domeftic 
in the field ; and his jurifdi^ion extended over 
the ftables, the cavalry,, and the royal train of 
hunting and hawking. The Stratopedar^h was the 
great judge of the camp ; the Prptofpathaire com- 
manded the guards j the Qonftable^^ ^ the great 
Mieriarchj and the Acolyth^ were the feparate 
chiefs of the Franks, the Barbarians, and the Va- 
rangi, or Englifh, the mercenary ftrangers, who, 
ii^ the decay of the , national fpirit, formed the 
xjerve pf the IJyzantine armies. 4. The naval 
powers were under the command of the great 
l^ufte; in his abfence they obeyed the great Drun^ 
galre of the fleet ; and, in his place, the Emir^ or 
admiral^ a naitie of Saracen extraftion *' but which 
has been naturalized in all the modern languages 
of Europe. • Of thefe 6fficers, and of many more 
yrhom it would be ufelefs to enumerate, thie civil 

^' Koyrrai/^ocj or x<sVTorat>Xoj, a cornjption from the Latin Comes fta- 
buli, or the French Coniiecable. In a military fenfe, it was ufed by lh« 
Greeks in the xi*** century, at leafl as early as in France. 

47 It was direftly borrowed fiom the Normans. In the xii"* century, 
Qiannone reckons Uie admiral of b'icily among the great officers. 

and 
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CHAP, and military hierarchy was framed. Their honours 
k:^,^^^ and emoluments, their drefs and titles, their mu- 
tual falutations and refpeftive pre-eminence, were 
balanced with more exquifite labour, than would 
have fixed the conftitution of a free people ; and 
the code was almoft perfeft when this bafelefs fa- 
bric, the monument of pride and fervitude, was 
for ever buried in the ruins of the empire *'. 
Adoration The moll lofty titles, and the moft humble 
pcror. poftures, which devotion has applied to the Su- 
preme Being, have been proftituted by flattery 
and fear to creatures of the fame nature with our* 
felves. The mode of adoration *^, of falling pro- 
ftrate on the ground, and kiffiag the feet of the 
emperor, was borrowed by Di6cletian from Per* 
fian fervitude ; but it was continued and aggra- 
vated till the laft age of the Greek monarchy. 
Excepting only on Sundays; when it was waved, 
from a motive of religious pride, this humiliating 
reverence was exafted from all who entered th? 
royal prefence, from the princes invefted with the 
diadepi and purple, and from the ambafladors 
who reprefented their independent fovereigns, the 
caliphs of Afia, Egypt, or Spain, the kings of 
France and Italy, and the Latin emperors of an^ 
dent Rome. In his tranfa^ions of bufmefs, Liut- 

4^ This (ketch of honours and offices is drawn from George Codinus Cu- 
ropalata, who furvived the caking of Conftantinople by the Turks ; hU e/a« 
borate though trifling work (de Officiis EccUfia et Auls C. P.} has been 
iJluftmed by the rfotes of Gear, and the three hooks of Gre^feri % learned 
Jefuit. 

49 The refpeAfuI falutation of carrying the hand to the mouth, sdosr is 
the root of the Latin word^ adoro ode are. See our karued Sciden (voL iii* 
pr 143—145. 942.), »n his Titles of Honour. It fecras, fro;Tn the 1" books 
of Herodotus^ to be of Perfian origin. 

8 prtnd, 
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ptand, bxlhop of Cremona '% afferted the free fpi- chap. 

rit of a Frank and the dignity of his mailer Otho» v,-^..',^ 

Yet his fmcerity cannot difguife the abafement of Reception 

his firft audience. When he approached the dors. 

throne, the birds of th^ golden tree began t© 

warble their notes, which were accompanied by 

the roarings of the two lions of gold. With bis 

two companions, Liutprand was compelled to bow 

-and to fall proftrate; and thrice he touched the 

ground with his forehead. He arofe, but in the 

ibort interval, the throne had been hoifted by an 

engine from the floor to the cieling, the Iipperial 

figure appeared in new and more gorgeous ap* 

parel, and the interview was concluded in haughty 

and majeftic filence. In this honed and curious 

narrative, the biihop of Cremona reprefents the 

ceremonies of the .Byzantine court, which are ftiU 

pra6tifed in the fublime Porte, and which were 

preferved in the laft age by the dukes of Mufcovy 

or Ruffia. After a long journey by the fea and 

laoid, from Venice to Conftantinople, the ambaflTai 

dpT halted at the golden* gate, till he was com 

dii£ted by the formal officers to the hofpitable pa^ 

lace i^-epared for his reception^ but this palaci 

was a prifon, and his jealous keepers prohibited 

all focial intercourfe either with ftrangers or jia* 

tives. At his firft audience, he ofFe'red the gifts 

of his mafter, flaves, and golden vafes, and cofHy 

armour. The oftentatious payment of the bfEcerii 

and troops difplayed before his eyes the riches of ^ 

\ . 1 ' T 

- . I 

y> The two cmlniines of Liutprand to ConftancinOple, all that h« fav^' ot 
(u.fiere<l in the Greek capital, are pleafantly defcrlbed bv himfelf (Hifl. L yI^ 
c. i'««4< p* 469— 47>* Legatio ad Nicephorum l*hocam>.p. 479--v48^)» ^ 

i 4. ^^ 
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CHAP, the* empire : he was entertained at a royal ban- 
^%_^ quet**, in which the ambaffadors of the nations 
were marfbailed by the efteem or contempt of the 
Greeks : from his own table, tlie emperor j as the 
moft (ignal favour, fent -the plates which he had 
tafted ; and his favourites were difmiffed wfth a 
robe of honour **• In the morning and evening 
of each day, his civil and. military fervants at- 
tended their duty in the palace ; their labour was. 
repaid by the fight, perhaps by the frnile^ of their 
lord ; his commands were fignified by a nod or a 
fign : but all -earthly ^greatnefs Jlood filent and fub- 
Pfoceffioijt miffive in his prefence. In his regular or extra- 
naiMos. ordinary proceffions through the capital, h^ un- 
veiled his perfon to the public view : the rites of 
policy were eonnefted with thofe of religion, and 
his vifits to the principal churches were regulated 
by the feftivals of the Greek calendar. On the 
eve of thefe proceffions, the gracious 6r devout 
intention of the monarch was proclaimed by the 
heralds. The (Ireets were* cleared and purified; 
the pavement was ftrewed with flowers ; the moft 
precious furniture, the gold dnd filver plate, and 
filken hangings, were difplayed from the windows 
and balconies, and a fevere difcipline reftrained 
and filenced the tiimult of the popubce. The 

f * Among the amuf«ments of the feaftt a boy balanced, 6n his forehead^ ji 
^ikc, or poje, twenty-four feet long, wltli a crof^ bar of two cubits a littie 
Mow the top. Two boys, naked, though cin6^ared (eampefirati) together, 
and iing^y, climbed, iood, played, dcfccnded, tec. ita me ftupidum redidii : 
«tnim minbilius Dofcio (p. 470^). At aootlier repaft kn homily of Chry. 
fi»ftom on the Ads of the Apofties was read elata voce non Latine (p. 4S3. ). 
V I* C*U i$ not improbably derived from Cala, or Calcat, in Arabic, a robe 
af honour (ReiflcCf Not. in Ceremont p. 84.). 

■ y I march 
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tudrch Vas opened by the military officers at the c h a f. 
head of tbair troops; they were followed in long ^'^^' 
order by the magiftrates and minifters.df the civil 
government : . the perfon of the emperor wa$ 
guarded. by his eunuchs and domeftics, and at the 
church-door he was folen^nly received by the pa^ 
triarch and his clergy. The talk of applaufe was 
not abandoned to the rude and fpontaneous voices 
of the crowd. The moft convenient ftations were 
occupied by the bands of the blue and green fac« 
tions of the circus ; and their furious confli^s, 
which had fbaken the ca{)i(al, were infenfibly funk 
to an emulation of fervitude. From either (ide 
they echoed in refponfive meloxly the praifes of the 
emptor ; fheir poets and muficians direded the 
choir, . and long life '' and vidory were the bur- 
dca of every fong. . The fame acclamations were 
petrformai at the audience, the banquet, and the 
chufrcb;- and as an evidence of boundlcfs .fway, 
thcy.were repeated in the Latin'*, GotTiic, Per*- 
fian> Erefich, and even Englifli language ", by the 
mercenaries who fuftained the real or fiditious 
cbapiderof tbofe nations. By the pen of Con- 
.ftantine Porphyrogenitus, this fcience of form and 

flattery has been reduced into a pompous and tri- 

*- 

55 IToXuxgow^s*)' is explained by Ey?t5/x4^£ij> (Codin. c 7. DuOnge, GloC * 
GrsQ. torn. 1. p. 1199.)' 

Aofjuvk H/ATTE^Togfi^ riv y^roi avvo; (Ceremon. c» 75. p. ftX5^)- The wai^t 
ofthe Latin V, obliged the Greeks to employ their 0» nor do thty regaed 
quantity. Till* he recoUe^ed tlie true language^ thef« ftrahge fent«noet 
might puzzle a profeflbr. ' 

X^n^uo% (Codin. p. 90.)* I wiih he had prelerved tl» word«> however 
cornipti of t]tf ir £iigUih acclamation* 

fling 
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CHAP, flbg volume *% which the ▼anity of fucceeding 
<.i->v-^> times might enrich with an ample fupplement. Yet 
the calmer refleftion of a prince would furely fug* 
geft, that the fame acclamations were a^rplied to 
every character and every reign: and if he had 
rifen from a private rank, he might remember, 
that his own voice had been the loudefl: and moft 
9ager in applaufe, at the very nioment when he 
envied the fortune, or confpired againft the life, of 
his predeceflbr ". 
Carriage of The priuces of the North, of the nations, fays 
^th foreign Gouftantipe, , without faith or fame, were ambi- 
^^^* tious of mingling their blood with the blood of 
the Caefars, by their marriage with a royal virgin, 
or by the nuptials of tbeir daughters with a Ro'* 
man prince'.*. The aged monarch, in his in* 
ftru£tibns to his foft, reveals the fecret maxims of 
policy and pride; and fuggefts the moft decent 
reafons for refufmg thefe .infolent and unreaibn« 
i^ble demands. Every animal, fays the difcreet em* 
peror, is prompted by nature to feek a mate 
among the animals of his owil fpedes ; and the 
human fpecies is divided • into various mbes, by 

5^ For .all thefe ceremonies^ fee the profefied work of Conftvitine Por«» 
phyrogenitusy with the notes, or rattier difTcrtations, c^ his derman editors^ 
lieich and Rei<ke« Tor the rank of iheftanding courtiers, p. So. not. aj* 6m. { 
for the adoratton, except on Sundays, p. 5)5. 240. not. 131.} the proceffions^ 
p. 1, ^c.'not. p* 3. &c. I the acclamations, paffim, not. 15, &c. j tife fac* 
tions and Hippodrome, p. x77-^»i4. not. ^. 93, &c«} the Getiiic gamesf 
p, aax* not. jx j. j vintage, p. 117. not. 109.1 A^sch more Inienaatioa it 
' Mattered over the work. 

* 57 St private Othonl et nupcr eadem dicenti note advMtio (Tacit. HiH. t. 
»5.). * * 

ft The xV\\^ chapter, de Adminiftratione Imperil, may be explaified an4 
fftdififfti h$ the Faoilitt By tantlnv of Ducange* 

the 
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the diftindion of language, religion, and manners, chap. 
A juft regard to the purity of defcent preferves the ^.^^i-w-w 
harmony of public and private life ; but the mix« 
ture of foreign blood is the fruitful fource of dif- 
order and difcord. Such had ever been the opinion 
and pra&ice of the fage Romans : their juri& 
prudence profcribed the marriage of a citizen and 
a ftranger : in the days of freedom and virtue, a 
fenator would have fcorned to match his daughter 
with a king : the glory of Mark Antony was ful« 
lied by an Egyptian wife " j and the emperor Ti- 
tus was compelled, by popular cenfure, to difmifs 
with reluftance the reluftant Berenice^. This 
perpetual interdift was ratified by the fabulous 
fandion of the great Conftantine. The ambaifa- 
dors of the nations, more efpecially of the unbe^ 
lieving nations, were folemnly admoniihed, thai! ^ . 

fuch ftrange alliances had been condemned by thd 
founder of the church and city. The irrevocabfe imaginary 
law was infcribed on the altar of St. Sophia ; and ^5^^''"* 
the impious prince who fhould ftain the majefty of 
the purple was excluded from the civil and eccle* 
fiafHcal communion of the Romans. If the atn- 
bafladors were inftrufled by any falfe brethren in 
the Byzantine hiftory, they might produce three 



59 Sequiturque nefas iBgyptia conjunx (Virgllj .^fid yiiL 68S.)* Yet 
tbiA Egyptian «rife was the daughter of a long line o^ kings. Quid te mu- 
tavit (fays Antony >n a private letter to AuguAuf) an quod reginani ineof 
U^or tnea eft (Sueton. in Augult. c. 69.)* Vet 1 much queftion (for 1 can- 
not iUy to enquire), whether the triumvir ever dared to celebrate dift mar* 
ria^ ekbir with Roman or Egyptian rites. 

60 Berenicem Invitus invitam dimifit (Suetonius In Tito, c. 7.). Hwe 
I obferved elfewbere, that this JewiOi beauty was at this time above filty 
years ^f «g« ? Tbe judicious Racine has moft difcreetly fuppreflbd both her 

age And Iter country. 

« 

Vol. }L & memoral^e 
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CHAP, memorable examples of the violation of this imagL 
nary law : the marriage of Leo, or rather of his 
father Conftantine the fourth,, with the daughter 
of the king of the Chozars, the nuptials of the 
grand-daughter ,bf Romanus, wiih a Bulgarian 
pnnce, and Ae union of iBertha of France or Italy 
with youi)g Romanus, the fon of Conftantine Por- 
phyrogeni^us himfelf. To thefe objeftions, three 
anfwers\were prepared, which folved the difficulty. 
Thefirft and eftabliflied the law. I. The deed and the 
a!^d.733. guilt of. Conftantine Copronymus were acknow- 
ledged. . The Ifauriari heretic,, who fullied the 
baptifmal font, .and declared wai' againft the holy 
jjmagcs, had infleed embraced a Barbarian wife* 
By this, impious alliapce,^ he .accoraplifhed the 
meafur^ of his. crimes, and was devoted tathejuft 
Thefccond, geilfur^ of ,the church and of poftcrity, II. Ro- 
' *^* ' planus could not be alleged as a. legitimate empe- 
j^r;.he was j^ plebeian ufurper, .ignorant .of ;he 
' l^ws, ,aijd regard je/s,^ of . thfi honour, of the mo- 
^ narchy>, . His, foji'Qh rift ophcr, the father, of the 
bride^ W^§ flje. tWrd. in,, rank in the college of 
princes^. at| once the Jfubjeft. ?nd the accomplice of 
a rebelliousrparent^^ iT^^ Bulgarians were fincere 
. and 4evoui Chri|Uahs. ; and the fafety of the empire. 
With the redemption of many thoufand captives, 
depended on this, prepofterous alliance* Yet no 
confideration could difpenfe from the law of Con- 
ftantine ; ^he clergy, the fenate, and the people, 
difapproved the conduct of Romanus;, and he was 
reproached, both in his life and death, as the au- 
Thediird, thor of thc publtc difgrace. III. For the marriage 
^' D. 943- of ifils own fon with. the daugl\ter of Hugo king of 
Italy, a more honourable defence is contrived hj 

ihe 
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the wife Pdrphyrogenitus. Conftantlne, the great c map, 
and holy, edeemed the fidelity and valour of the <^-^,-w 
Franks ^' ; and his prophetic fpirit beheld the 
vifion of their future greatnefs. They alone were 
excepted from the general prohibitions Hugo 
king t)f France was the lineal defcendant of Char- 
lemagne ^* ; and his daughter Bertha inherited the 
prerogatives of her family and nation. The voice 
of truth and malice infenfibly betrayed the fraud 
or errpr of the Imperial court. The patrimonial 
eflate of Hugo was reduced from the monarchy of 
France to the fimple county of Aries ; though it 
was not -denied, that, in the confufion of the 
times, he had ufurped the fovereignty of Pro* 
vence, and invaded the kingdom of Italy. His 
father was a private noble : and if Bertha derived 
her female defcent from the Carloyingian line^ 
every ftep was polluted with illegitimacy or vice* 
The grandmother of Hugo was the famous VaU .,, 

drada, the concubine, rather than the wife, of the 
fecond Lothair ; whof? adultery, divorce, and fe- 
cond nuptials, had provoked againd him the thun- 
ders of the Vatican. His mother, as Ihe was ftyled, 
the great Bertha, was fucceflively the wife of the, 
count of Aries and of the marquis of Tufcany i 
France and Italy were fcandalized by her gal-. 

T * 

61 Conftantin* was made to praife the tvyvfuot and irtp^nict, of tlie 
Franks, w^th whom ht claimf d a private- and public alliance. Thi; French 
writers (Ifaac Cafaubon in Oedicat. Polybii) are highly delighted with thefe 
compUinents. 

62 Conftantine Porphyrogenitus (de Adminiftrat. Imp* o. a6,) exhibits 
a pedigree and life of theijluflrious king Hugo (^s^ijSXiTTtf frry^ Qvyofui)* . 
A more corre^^ idea may be formed from the Cricicifm of Pagi, thp AnnaU 
of Muratori, and the Abridgemem of St* Marc, At D* 925«-'946« 

£ 2 ' lantries; 
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c ft A p. lantries ; and, till the age of threefcore, her 
i^i^^,^ lovers, of every degree, v^ere the zealous fervants 
of her ambition. The example of maternal in- 
continence was copied by the king of Italy ; and 
the three favourite concubines of Hugo were deco* 
* rated with the claffic names of Venus, Juno, and 
Semele*'* The daughter of Venus was granted 
to the folicitations of the Byzantine court t her 
naitie of Bertha was changed to that of Eudosia ; 
and (he was wedded, or rather betrothed, to young 
Romanus, the future heir of the empire of the 
Eaft. The confbmmation of this foreign alliance 
was fufpended by the tender age of the* two par* 
ties ; and, at the end of five years, the union was 
diflblved by the death of the virgin ^ufe. The 
fetond wife of the emperor Romanus was a maiden 
of plebeian, but of Roman, birth ; and their two 
daughters, Theophano and Anne, were given in 
otho of marriage to the princes of the earth. The eldeft 
A!'D*97i* was bcftowed, as the pledge of peace, on the eldeft 
fon of the great Otho, who had folicited this al« 
liance with arms and embaffies. It might legally 
be queftioned how far a Saxon was entitled to the 
privilege of the French nation : but every fcruple 
was iilenced by the fame and piety of a. hero 
who had reftored the empire of the Weft. After 
the death of her father-in-law and hufband, Theo- 
phano governed Rome, Italy, and Germany, dur« 

6i After the mention of the three goddefles* Liutpnmd very naturaUy addt^ 
«t quoniam non rex foltit iit abutcbatiir, earum nati ex incertts patribus 
origtnem dvctint (Hid. 1« iv. c. 6 ) a for the marriage of the younger Bertha^ 
ko Hift. 1* V. c. 5.) for the incontinence of the elder, dulcis exervitto Hy« 
mcnsiy I. ii. c« 15 } for the virtues and vices of Hugo, 1. iii. c. 5. Vet it 
muft not be forgot that the biihop olCjrcmona was a lover of fcandal. 

iog 
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fng the miaority of her fon, the third Otho ; and c h a ^ 
the Latia$ have praifed the virtues of an emprefs, 'i-j-ilixf 
who facrificed to a fuperior duty the remembrance 
of her country \ In the nuptials of her fifter 
Anne, every prejudice was loft, and every confider- 
ation of dignity was fuperfeded, by the ftronger 
argument of neceffity and fear. A Pagan of the wdodomir 
north, Wolodomir, great prince of Ruffia, afpired a. a^st. 
to a daughter of the Roman purple ; and his claim 
was enforced by the threats of war, the pronufe of 
converiion, and the offer of a powerful fuccour 
againft a domeftic rebel. A victim of her religion 
and country, the Grecian princefs was torn from 
the palace of her fathers, and condemned to a 
favage reign and an hopdefs exile on the banks of 
the Boryfthenes, or in the neighbourhood of the 
Polar circle^'. Yet the marriage of Anne was 
fortunate and fruitful : the daughter of her grand* 
fon Jeroflaus was recommended by her Imperial 
defcent { and the king of France, Henry L fought 
a wife on the laft borders of Europe and C hrifte iw 
dom ^. 

In 



H Licet Ub Imperttrix Grcca fibi et aliis futlfet Cttii tttiU« et optima, 
&C is the preamble of an inimical writer, apud Pagi» torn. lv» A. D. 9899 
No 3, Her marriage and principal anions may be found in Muratori, Pagi, 
and St. Marc, under the proper yeais. 

^ Cedreausy torn. ii. p. 699. Zonaras, tom« ii. p. %%!• EUnacin^Hift. 
Saracenica» Liii. c. 6. Neftor apud Levefque, torn* ii. p. xix. Pagi, Cri« 
tlca, A. D. 987, No 6. a fingular concourfe! Wolodomir and Anne are 
nnked among the faintt of the Ruffian church* Yet we know his vicesy 
and are ignorant of her virtues* 

^ Henricus primus duxit uxorem ScythiGam» Rutlamy flliam regis Jerof« 
laL An embalTy of biihops was fent into Ruflia» and the ftther gratanter 
filiam cum multis donis mifit. This event happened in the year 1051. See 
the paffiiges of the original chronicles in Bouquet's HiAorians of France 

K 3 (torn* 
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CHAP. In the Byzantine palace, the emperor was the 

•am»»v^ firft flave of the ceremonies which he impofed, of 

^^r'*^ the rigid forms which regulated each word and 

gefture, befieged him in the palace, and violated 

the leifure of his rural foHtude. But the lives and 

fortunes of millions hung on his arbitrary will : 

and the firmcft minds, fuperior to the allurements 

of pomp and luxury, may be feduced by the more 

active pleafure of commanding their equals. The 

legiflative and executive power were centered in 

the perfon of the monarch, and the laft remains of 

the authority of the fenate were finally eradicated 

by Leo the philofopher ^^ A lethargy of fervi- 

tude had benumbed the minds of the Greeks ; in 

the wildeft tumults of rebellion they never afpired 

to the idea of a free conftitutlon ; and the private 

:chara£ter of the prince was the only fource arid 

meafure of their public h^ppinefs. Su perdition 

rivetted their chains ; in the church of St. Sophia, 

he was folemnly crowned by the patriarch ; at the 

foot o£ the altar, they pledged their paflive and 

unconditional obedience to his government and 

Coronation family. On his fide he engaged to abftain as 

®*^* much as poffible from the capital punifliments of 

death and mutilation ; his orthodox creed was 

fubfcribed with bis own hand, and he promifed 

to obey the decrees of the feven fynods, and the 

(tOfTrXi. p. 29.^59. 161. 3x9. 3 S4, 481.}. Voltaire might wonder at this 
fUiance; biit be (hould not have owmd his ignorance of ^Ue country ^ reli« 
gion, &c. of Jeroflaus— ^a name fo confpicuous in the RutTiap ^nnals- 

67 A conditution of Leo the pliilofopher (Ixxvili.) ne fenatpfque confulta 
amplius fiant, fpeaKs the language of naked defpotifmj 1^ u to f^fivapxP* 
;cf>aTOf Tf]y Ttnvv avrinrTOH ^toixfjo-ty* xat axaipov icai /LAarouoy to ^Xpnro^ MITfl 

canons 
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canons of the holy church **. But the' aflurance chap. 
of mercy was loofe and indefinite : he fwore, not v^. 
to his people, but to an invHible judge, and 
except in the inexpiable guilt of herefy, the minif- 
ters of heaven were always prepared to preach the 
indefeafible right, and to abfolve the venial tranf- 
greffions, of their fovereign. The Greek ecclefi- 
aftics were ihemfelves the fubjefts of the civil nia- 
giftrate ; at the nod of a tyrant, the bifliops were 
created, or transferred, or depofed, or puniflied 
with an ignominious death : whatever might be 
their wealth or influence, they could never fuc- 
ceed like the Latin clergy in the eftablifliment of 
an independent republic ; and the patriarch of 
Conftantinople condemned, what he fecretly en- 
vied, the temporal greathefs of his Roman bro- 
ther. Yet the exercife of boundlefe defpotifm is 
happily checked by the laws of nature aind necef- 
fity. In proportion to his wifdom and virtue, the 
mafter of an empire is confined to the path of bis 
facred and laborious duty. In proportion to his 
vice and folly, he drops the fceptre too weighty 
for his hands ; and the motions of the royal image 
are ruled by the imperceptible thread of fome mi- 
nifter or favourite, who undertakes for his private 
intereft to exercife the tafk of the public oppref- 
(ion. In fome fat^ moment, the mod abfolute 
monarch may dread the reafon or the caprice of a 
nation of flaves j and experience has proved, that 

^S Codiniis (de OfHcus, c x\^ii. p no, tzi.) gives an idea of this oath 
fo ftropg to the church ff*re>J xa* ywmo^ ^»\o? km v*o? thj opyi»j iJtieXu- 
cia^f fo weak to the people x«i ovirsxi<T^ou ^wt xa* a*pwT»ip»fl«r/iA«» naU^ 

ijJM^ TUTO^i KObr% TO ivfdTOV, 

^C 4 whatever 
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CHAP, whatever is gained in the extent, is loft in the 

\^^y^ fafety and foUdity, of regal power. 

Miiitaiy Whatever titles a defpot may aflume, whatever 

farce of the .*. t#.ii « 

Greeks, the claims he may auert, it 1$ on the fword that he 
and the ' muft ultimately depend to guard him againfl: 
Franks |^*^ foreign and domeftic enemies. From the 
age of Charlemagne to that of the CrufadeS) the 
world (for I overlook the remote monarchy of 
China) was occupied and difputed by the three 
great empires or nations of the Greeks, the Sa- 
racens, and the Franks. Their military ftrength 
may be afcertained by a comparifon of their 
courage, their arts and riches, and their obedience 
to a fupreme head, who might call into a£tion 
all the energies of the ftate. The Greeks, far 
inferior to their rivals in the firft, were fuperior 
to the Franks, and at lead equal to the Saracens, 
in the iecond and third of thefe warlike qualifi- 
cations. 
Kavy ofthe The Wealth of the Greeks enabled them to pur« 
chafe the fervice of the poorer natfens, and to 
maintain a naval power for the protection of their 
coafts and the annoyance of their enemies ^^ A 
commerce of mutual benefit exchanged the gold 
pf Conftantinople for the blood of the Sclavonians 
and Turks, the Bulgarians and Ruffians ; their 
valour contributed to the viftories of Nioephorus 

^ If ve liAen to the threats of Nicephorus, to the ambafTador of Otho, 
Kec eft tn mart domino tuo claiHiun nutnenis. Navtgantium fortitude 
mihi foil ineft, qui cum claffibus a^grediar, bello maritimas ejus civitates 
dfiSBoUars et qua fluininibus funt vicina redigara in faviUam. (Uutpeand 
lo I«ef at. |ul NicephorucQ Fhocaniy in Muratfori So'iptores Rerum ItaUcamnv 
|e«n« ii* para i. p« 4,^1*). He obferves in another place, qui cvctrU prieOaot 
Veneticl funt et Amalpbitani* 

9 and 
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and Zimifces ; and if an hoftile people preffed toQ c h a p« 
clofely on the frontier, they were recalled to the "'^' 
defence of their country, and the defire of peace, 
by the well- managed attack of a more diftant 
tribe '^ The command of the Mediterranean, 
from the mouth of the Tanais to the columns of 
Hercules, was always claimed, and often pof- 
fefied, by the fuccefTors of Conftantine. Their 
capital was filled with naval ftores and dexterous 
artificers : the fituation of Greece and Afia, the 
long coafts, deep gulfs, and numerous iilands, 
accuftomed their fubjeds to the exercife of navir 
gation ; and the trade of Venice and Amalft 
fupplied a nurfery of feamen to the Imperial 
fleet ^\ Since the time of the Peloponeiian and 
Punic wars, the fphere of aftion had not been 
enlarged; and the fcience of naval architecture 
appears to have declined. The art of conflruCting 
thofe flupendous machines which difplayed three, 
or fix, or ten, ranges of pars, rifing above, or 
falling behind, each other, was unknown to the 
Ihip-builders of Conftantinople, as well as to the 
mechanicians of modern days^% The Dra- 

mones 



70 N?c ipfa capiet eum (th« emperor Otho) in'qui ortut eft pauper et pcl« 
Kcea Saxonia : pecHMiil qiifi pollemas omnes nitiones faper cum invitab!- 
mus : et quafi Keramicuiti confringemus (Liutprand in Legat* p. 4S7*S 
The two booksy de adminiftrando Imperio^ perpetually inculcate the iame 
policy. 

71 The xix'^ chapter of the Tadlct of Leo (Meurf. Opera, torn* vi, 
|i. %%s — 84S»)> which is given aiore corred Irom a manufcript of Gudiv^ 
by the laborious Fj^icius (BiblioC. GrsK. torn* vi. p. 37*'— 379*)> n^aiei C* 
the Hfoim^this or naval war* 

7» Even of fifteen or fixteen rows of ooM^ in the navy of Demetrius Po» 
liorcetes* Thefe were for real ufe : the forty rows of Ptolemy Philadelphut 
wore applied to a floating palace^ whole tonnage, accordiog to Dr. Arbuth- 

not 
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CHAP, mones'^^y or light gallies of the Byzantine empire. 



Llil. 



were content with two tier of oars ; each tier was 
compofed of five and twenty benches ; and two 
rowers were feated on each bench, who plyed their 
oars on cither fide of the veffel. To thefe we muft 
add the captain or centurion, who, in time of aflion, 
ftpod ereft with his armour-bearer on the poop, 
two fteerfmen at the helm, and two officers at the 
prow, the one to manage the anchor, the other 
to point and play againft the enemy the tube of 
liquid fire. The whole crew, as in the infancy 
of the art, performed the double fervice of ma- 
riners and foldiers ; they were provided with 
defenfive and offenfive arms, with bows and 
arrows, which they ufed from the upper deck, 
with long pikes, which they puflied through the 
port-holes of the lower tier. Sometimes indeed 
the (hips of war were of a larger and more folid 
conftruftion; and the labours of combat and 
navigation were more regularly divided between 
feventy foldiers and two hundred and thirty 
mariners. But for the moft part they were of the 
fight and manageable fize; and as the cape of 
Malea in Peloponefus was dill clothed with its 
ancient terrors, an Lnperial fleet was tranfported 
five miles over land acrofs the Ifthmus of Co« 

f^ot (Tables of ancient Coins, &c. *p. 231 — 236.)^ is compared as 4I to on.«^ 
with an £ngli(h loo-gun (hip. 

. 7} Tlic Dromooes o£ Leo» &g. are ib dearly dercribed with two tier 4£ 
^arst that I muft cenfure the verfion of Meurfius and Fabrkiysy who per« 
xcrt the fenie by a blind atuchment to the claffic appellation of ^rlrtmttk 
The fiyaantine hiftoriaas are iQmetimcs guilty of the faaic inaccuracy. 

rinth^ 
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Tinth '*. ' The principles of maritime tactics had chap; 
not undergone any change fince the time of Thu- 
cydides : a fquadron of gailies (till advanced in a 
crefcent, charged to the front, and ft rove to 
impel their (harp beaks againft the feeble fides of 
their antagonifts. A machine for cafting ftones 
and darts was built of ftrong timbers in the midfl 
of the deck ; and the operation of boarding was 
effefted by a crane that hoifted balkets of armed 
men. The language of fignals, fo clear and 
copious in the naval grammar of the moderns, was 
iraperfeftly exprefled by the various pofitions and 
colours of a commanding flag. In the darknefs of 
the night the fame orders to chafe, to attack, to 
halt, to retreat, to break, to form, were con- 
veyed by the lights of the leading galley. By 
land, the firc-fignals were repeated from one 
mountain to another ; a chain of eight ftations 
commanded a fpace of five hundred miles ; and 
Cohftantinople in a few hours was apprized of the 
hoftile motions of the Saracens of Tarfus^'. 
Some eftimate may be formed of the power of 



74- Conftantin. Forphyofcn. in Vit. Bafil. c. Ixi. p. iS5. He calmly 
praifes the (Iratagem as a ffhXm (Tvurw xa; av^nf ; hut the failing roanJ 
Peloponcfus is defcribcit by his tcrridecl fan::y as a circumnavigation of '9 
thoufand miles. 

75 The contlnuator of Theophanes (1. iv. p. iii, 113.) names the fuc- 
ceflive ftations, the cafUe of Luluiii near Tarfus, mourt Argaeus, Ifamus* 
iC^ilos, the hili of Mamas, Cyrifus, Mocilus, the hill of AtncentiuSj the 
fun. dial of the Hharus of the great palace. He stffirmty that the news w«re 
thmfmitted sf auccpu, in an indiviAhle moment of time- Mi ferabJe' am- 
plification, which, by faying too much, fays nothing. How m\ich nrare 
forcible and tnftr»<live would have been tiie definitioii of three, or fix, or' 
iwelve hours ? 

the 
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CHAP, the Gree^ emperors, by the curious and minute 
^_^J^ detail of the armament which was prepared for 
the reduftion of Crete. A fleet of one hundred 
and twelve gallics, and feventy-five veflels of the 
Pamphylian ftyle, was equipped in the capital, 
the iflands of the -ffigean fea, and the fea-ports of 
Afia, Macedonia, and Greece. It carried thirty- 
four thoufand mariners, feven thoufand three 
hundred and forty foldiers, feven hundred Ruf* 
fians, and five thoufand and eighty-feven Mar- 
daites, whofe fathers had been tranfplanted from 
the mountains of Libanus. Their pay, mo(( 
probably of a month, was computed at thirty-four 
centenaries of gold, about one hundred and thirty- 
fix thoufand pounds ilerling. Our fancy is bewil- 
dered by the endlefs recapitulation of arms .and 
engines, of clothes and linen, of bread for the 
men and forage for the horfes, and of ftores and 
vtenfils of every defcription, inadequate to the 
conqueft of a petty iiland, but amply fufficient for 
the eftablifhment of a flourifhing colony ^^ 
Taaicsaod '^^^ invention of the Gr^ek fire did not, like 
tecf/kT^ that of gunpowder, produce a total revolution in 
the art of war. To thefe liquid combuftibles, the 
city and empire of Conftantinople owed their 
deliverance ; and they were employed in iieges and 
fea-fights with terrible effed. But they were 

7^ See the Ceremoniaie of ConiUntine Porpbyrogenitus, L ii, c 44* 
fm I76««»i9«. A critical reader will difcern fome inconfiftencies in dif- 
fifent pvts of this accoiyot $ but they are not more obrcure or man ftub* 
bom than the eftabliihment and effedives» the prefent and fit for duty* the 
RMik and file and the private» of a modem retiinu which retain in proper 
bandi the knowledge of thefe profitable myileries. 

either 
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either lefs improved, or lefs fufceptible of im* chap. 
provenient: the engines of antiquity, the cata* 
pultae, baliftae, and b^ttering-rams, were (till of 
moft frequent and powerful ufe in the attack and 
defence of fortifications ; nor was the decifion of 
battles Teduced to the quick and heavy fire of a 
Une of infantry, whom it were fruitlefs to protect 
with armour againft a fimilar fire of their enemies. 
Steel and iron were ftill the common inftruments 
of deftruflion and fafety ; and the helmets, cui<* 
raffes, and ihields, of the tenth century did not, 
either in form or fubftance, eflentially differ from 
thofe which had covered the companions of Alez^ 
ander or Achilles '^ But inftead of accuftoming 
the modern Greeks, like the legionaries of old, 
to the conflant and eafy ufe of this ialutary weight ; 
their armour was laid afide in light chariots^ 
which followed the march, till^ on the approach^ 
of an enemy, they refumed with hafte and re« 
luAance the unufual incumbrance. Their o&n« 
five weapons confided of fwords, battle*azes, and 
fpears ; but ttie Macedonian pike was ihortened a 
fourth of its length, and reduced to the mor^ con-^ 
venient meafure of twelve cubits or feet. The 
iharpnefs of the Scythian and Arabian arrows had 
been feverely felt j and the emperors lament the 
decay of archery as a caufe of the public misfor- 
tunes, and recommend, as an advice, and a com- 
mand, that the military youth, till the age of 
forty, ihould afliduoufly pra6Ufe the exercife of 

77 See the fiftli, fixth, and feventh chapCen, «?» o*X«f , ffipi o»^i«»»g, 
and ^h^ yvfoamen, in the Tables of Uoj with the correfponding parages 
in thofe of Conftantine. 

tha 
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CHAP, the bow '*. The bands^ or regiments, were ufu- 
ally three hundred flrong ; and, as a medtum 
between the extremes of four and fixtecn, the 
foot-foldiers of Leo and Conftantine were formed 
eight deep ; but the qavalry charged in four ranks^ 
from the reafonable confideration, that the weight 
of the front could not be increafed by any pref- 
fure of the hindmoft horfes. If the ranks pf the 
infantry or cavalry were fomeiimes doubled, this 
cautious array betrayed a fecret diftruft of the 
courage of the troops, whofe numbers might fwell 
the appearance of the line, but of whom only a 
cfaoff^n band would daie to encounter the fpears 
and fwords of the Barbarians. The order of bat» 
tie muft have varied according to the ground, the 
objed, '^nd the adverfary ; but their ordinary dif- 
pofitioil^ in twolines.andareferve, prefented a fuc- 
ceffion. of hopes ^and refources moft agreeable 
lo the temper as well as the judgment of the 
Greeks ^^ In cafe .of a repulfe, the firft line 
fdll back into the intervals of the fecond ; and the 
referve;, breaking into two divifions, wheeled 
round the flanks to improve the viftory or cover 
the retreat* Whatever authority could enafb was 
accompUfhed, at lead in theory, by the campd 
und marches, the exercifes and evolutions, the 

<rf Theyobf^rve rrk y«f wSfsiflty rajrreXwf a/AAf)Ou0^'. . • . evtsk 
Fa;^yoi; tk ^o^^^ix vuy sia^fii o-^aX^ro. ytvco'dxt ('Leo, Ti^iic. p. 5Ss« 
Conftantin. p. i2i6.)< Yet fucU wrre not the maxims of the Greeks and 
RomaiMy wtio cKfpiied the loofe and diftant praftioe of arohery. 

79 Compaje the paflages of the TaGics, p. 669. and 7*1. and the xii** 
with the xviil^** chapter. 

edi£l9 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ,43 

^difts and books, of the Byzantine monarch ^^ 
Whatever art could produce from the forge, the 
loom, or the laboratory, wa$ abundantly fupplied 
by the riches of the prince, and the induftry of 
his numerous workmen. But neither authority 
nor art could frame the moft important macliine, 
the foldier himfelf; and if the ceremmes of Con-' 
ftantine always fuppofe the fafe and triumphal 
return of the emperor ", his tailics feldom foar 
above the means of efcaping a defeat, and pro- 
craftinating the. w^r". Notwithftanding fome 
tianfient fuccefs, the Greeks were: funk in their 
own efteem and that of their neighbours. A cold 
hand and a loquacious tongue was the vulgar 
defcription of the nation : the author of the tadics^ 
was befieged in'his' capital jan^ the laft of .the 
Bar|?arians, whq trembled at the i^aine of tbei 
Saracens, or ^Fraaksj could proudly exhibit the 
medals of gold and i^lver which they: had extorted; 
from tlie feebje: fovereigh of Gpnftantioople^ 
What . fpirit , thek * government ' tand charaiSleri 



» I 



80 In the preface to his Tables, Leo very fredy deplores the lo/i of dif^ 
clpline and the calamities of the^imcs, Jind repeats, i9i/lthdCit fcruple (Proem, 
P-:S:7r}/ ^^ ropro^h^s if «/fiX6«», araji^, »?Kyv/i*»^|^/5FA««, «c. ifcf 
docs it appear that the fame cenfures were Jefs deferved in the next eene« 
ration by the difciples of ConfUntine. 

8i S«s ia th« CcvemotiM (I U. c. 19. p, 3534 the ifonn of the emperors 
tiampling on the Qe«ks ^ the, captive Saracens, while the im^itTs chanted, : 
« thou hafl made my enemtermy.footftool!**. and the people fliouted fb^ty 
times the kyrle eleifon. 

S% X^o obferves (Ta^Ic. p. 668.) that a fair op.n battk againft any nation 
whatfocvcr, is i:r*<7^^i; aiid «nx*yit/v©y ; the words are ftrong, and the re* 
mark is true ; yet if fucb had l^en the opinion of the old Romans, htQ had 
never reigned on tlic /h«res of the Tbracian Bofpborus. 

denied) 
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CHAP. 

Ltll. 



denied^ might have been infpired in fome degree 
by the influence of religion ; but the religion of 
the Greeks could only teach them to Tuffer and 
to yield. The emperor Nicephorus, who reftored 
for a moment the difciptme and glory of the 
Roman name, was defirous of beftowing the 
honours of martyrdom on the Chriftians, who loft 
their lives in an holy war againft the infidels. 
But this political law was defeated by the op- 
pofition of the patriarch, the bifhops, and the 
principal fenators ; and they ftrenuoufly urged the 
canons of St. Bafil, that all who were polluted by 
the bloody trade of a foldier, (hould be feparated, 
during three years, from the communion of the 
feithful^ 
cinnacr Thcfe fcruples of the Greeks have been com- 
^ru^&i'i^ pared with the tears of the primitive Moflems 
when they were held back from battle; and 
this contraft of bafe fuperftition, and high*fpirited 
enthufiafm^ unfolds to a philofophic eye the 
hiftory of the rival nations. The fubjeds of the 
lafl: caliphs*^ had undoubtedly degenerated from 
the zeal and fiuth of the companions of the 
prophet. Yet their martial creed fUU rqyrefe&ted 



S| Zonarai (torn. a. L M. p. so*, %•%.) and Cedrttitt (Cdmpctod. 
p, 66S0> who relate the defifn of Nl6ephohi»» moft MofoitOBMfly app^ the 
epithet of ymMiHK to the OppoAtiOD of the pontech. 

S4 The xviii'^ chapter of the uraiee of the different nations, is the moft 
biAorical and uOtM of the whole coUedioa of Leo. The manners and armi 
oftheSaraeens (Taftic. p. 109^817* and a fhq;mem ftom the Medlcean 
MS. in the prciKe of the vi^ irolnme of Meoffius) the R)Mtiin em|icror wu 
too frequently called upon to ttudp 

the 



Liir. 
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the deity as the author of war'^: the vital chap. 
though latent fpark of fanaticifm ftill glowed in 
the heart of their religion, and among the Sara- 
cens who dwelt on* the Chriftian borders, it was 
frequently rekindled to a lively and adive flame* 
Their regular force was formed of the valiant 
Haves who had been educated to guard the perfon 
and accompany the ftandard of their lord ; but 
the Mufulman people of Syria and Cilicia, of 
Africa and Spain, was awakened by the trumpet 
which proclaimed an holy war againft the iiifidels. 
The rich were ambitious of death or victory in 
the canfe of God ; the poor were allured by the 
hopes of plunder ; and the old, the infirm, and 
the women, aflumed their fiiare of meritorious 
fervice by fending their fubftitutes, with arms 
and horfes, into the field, Thefe offenfi^ve and 
defenfive arms were fimilar in ftrength and temper 
to thofe of the Romans, whom they far excelled 
in the management of the horfe and the bow; 
the mafly filver of their belts, their bridles, and 
their fwords, difplayed the magnificence of a 
profperous nation, and except fome black archers 
of the South, the Arabs difdained the naked 
bravery /of their anceftors. Inftead of waggons, 
they were attended by a long trsun of camels, 
mules, and afies ; the multitude of thefe animals, 
whom they bedecked with flags and dreamers^ 
appeared to fwell the pomp and magnitude of 
their hoft: and the horfes of the enemy were 

*5 narrow ^g xa* xaxtf ipya tw €)io» curioy vVo riOnroii xo* woXc/xok 
;i^<upsiy Xgyscr* tov 0fo» .Toy Siflw^opTTi^oirra fGvrj ra Ttfff ?roXi/x«; QiXoyTot, 
Leon. Ta£tic« p. 809* 

Vol. X. . L often 
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CHAP, often difordered by the uncouth 6gure and ddiotid 
fmell of the camels of the Eaft. Invincible by 
their patience of third and heat^ their fpirits 
were frozen by a winter's cold, and the con- 
icibufnefs of their propenfity to fleep exa^ed the 
mod rigorous precautions againft the forprifes 
of the night. Their order of battle was a long 
fquare of two deep and folid lines ; the firft of 
archers, the fecond of cavalry. In their engage- 
ments by fea and land, they fuftained with patient 
firmnefs the fury of the attack, and feldom ad« 
vanced to the Charge till they could difcern and 
opprefs the laffitude of their foes. But if they 
were repulfed and broken, they knew not how to 
rally or renew the combat ; aild their difmay was 
heightened by the fuperftitious prejudice, that 
God had declared himfelf on the fide of their 
enemies. The decline and fall of the caliphs 
countenanced this fearful opinion ; nor were there 
wanting, among the Mahometans and Chriftians^ 
fome obfcure prophecies ^^ which prog.nQfticated 
their alternate defeats. The unity of the. Arabian 
empire was diffolved, but the independent frag* 
ments were equal to populous and powerful 
kingdoms ; and in their naval and military arma^ 
ments, an emir of Aleppo or Tunis might com- 
mand no defpicable fund of ikill and induftry and 
treafure. In their tranfadions of peace and war 



S6 Liutprand (p. 484, 485.) relates and interprets the oracle« of the Greeks 
and Saracens, in which, after the faihion of prophecy^ the^aft is clear and 
biftorical, tlte future it darkyNGenigmatical, and erroneous. From this boun- 
dnry rf light and (hade, an impartial critic may commonly determine Uie 
date of the compofition. 

with 
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t^^ith the Saracens, the princes of Conftantindple chap. 
too often felt that thefe Barbarians had nothing y_^^^_f 
barbarous in their difcipline ; and that if they 
were deftitute of original genius, they had been 
endowed with a quick fpirit of curiofity and 
imitation. The model was indeed more perfedk 
than the copy : their fhips, and engines, and for- 
tifications, were of a lefs fkilful conftruflion : 
and they confefs, without (hame, that the fame 
God who has given a tongue to the Arabians, had 
more nicely fafliioned the hands of the Chinefe, and 
the heads of the Greeks '^ 

A name of fome German tribes between the The Franks 

or LkSitint* 

Rhine and the Wefer had fpread its viaorious 
influence over the greatcft part of Gaul, Germany, 
and Italy; and the common appellation of 
Franks " was applied by the Greeks and Ara- 
bians to the Chriftians of the Latin church, the 
nations of the Weft, who ftretched beyond their 
knowledge to the fhores of the Atlantic Ocean. 
The vaft body had been infpired and united by 
the foul of Charlemagne ; but the dividon and 
degeneracy of his race foon annihilated the Im« 
perial power, which would have rivalled the 
Casfars of Byzantium, and revenged the indignities 

*7 The fenfe of this dlilinaion it expreiTed by Abulpharasius (Dynaft. 
p'. 2. 6i. ioi.)y but 1 cannot recoiled tbepaflage in which it is conveyed by 
this lively apothegm. 

ss Ex Francis, quo nomine tam Latinos quamTeutones comprebendit,' 
ludum habuit (Uutprand in Legat. ad Imp. Nicephorum, p* 483, 484. )• 
This extenfion of the name may be confirmed from Conftantlne (de admi- 
niftrando Imperio, Lii. c. %'j, i8.] and Eutychius (Annal. torn. i. p. 55^ 
56.]» who both lived before the crulades. The teftimonies of Abulphara^ 
gius(Dynaft« p. 69.) and Abulfrda (Prfiat. ad Gcograph.) are more re* 
cent. 

L 2 of 



148 THE DECLINE ANI) FALL 

CHAP, of the Chriftian name. The enemies no iong 
feared, nor could the fubjefts any longer truft, 
the application of a public revenue, the labours. 
of trade and manufa&ures in the military &rvicey 
the mutual aid of provinces and armies, and the 
naval fquadrons which were regularly ftationed 
from the mouth of the Elbe to that of the Tyber. 
{n the beginning of the tench centqry, the femiiy 
of Charlemagne bad almoft difappeared ; hia mo^ 
narchy was broken into many hoftile and inde* 
pendent ftat^s ; the regal title was aflumed by the 
mod ambitious chiefs; their revolt was imitated 
in a long fubordiQation of anarchy and difcord,. 
and the nobles of every province difobeyed their 
fovereign, oppre0ed their vafials, ^j^d exercifed 
perpetual hoftilities againft their equals and neigh* 
hours., Their private wars, which overturned the 
iabric of government, fomented the martial fpirit 
of the nation. In the fyftem of moderii £urope^ 
the power of the fword is pofTefied^ at leaft in 
fa6t, by five or fix mighty potentates; their 
operations are conduced on a diftant frontier, by 
an order of men who devote their lives to the 
ftudy and practice of the military art : the reft of 
the country and community enjoys in the midft 
of war the tranquillity of peace, and is only made 
fenlible of the change by the aggravation or de-. 
creafe of the public taxes. In the diforders of the 
tenth and eleventh centuries, every peafant was a 
foldier, and every village a fortification j each 
wood or valley was a fcene of murder and rajwne j 
and the lords of each caftle were compelled to 
aflume the charader of princes and warriors* 

To 
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To their own courage and policy, tbcy boldly chap. 
trufted for the fefety of their family, the protcc- ^"^- 
tion of their lands, and the revenge of thehr inja- 
Yies ; and, like the conquerors of a larger fize, 
they were too apt to tranfgreft the privilege of de- 
feaiive war* The powers of the mind and body 
were hardened by the prefence of danger and nc- 
ceflity of refolution : the fame fpirit refufed to 
<lefert a friend and to forgive an enemy; and, in- 
Jlead of fleeping under the guardian care of the 
magiftrate, they proudly difdained the authority 
of the laws. In the days of feudal anarchy, the 
inftruments of agriculture and art were converted 
into the weapons of bloodflied : the peaceful occu- 
pations of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety were abo- 
lifhed or corrupted ; and the bi&op who ex» 
changed his mitre for an helmet, was more forci- 
bly urged by the manners of the tinies than by thi^ 
obligation of hi$ tenure *•• 

The love of freedom and of arms was felt, with Their cha. 
confcious pride, by the Franks themfelves, and is taftks. 
obferved by the Greeks with fome degree of 
OTtiazemelit and terror. " The Franks,*' fays the 
emperor Conftantine, ** are bold and valiant to the . * 

verge of temerity ; and their dauntlefs fpirit is 

fupported by the contempt of danger atnd death. 

In the field and m clofe onfet, they prefe to the 
♦• front, and riifh headlong againft the enemy, 

H On this fubjea of eccleriaftical and beneficiary direiplinc, father 
Thomaflin (torn. iii. 1. i. c. 40. 45, 46, 47.) may be ufefuily ccnfuited* A 
l^eral law of Cliarlemagne exempted the biihopt from perfonal fervice j 
bttt the oppofice prailice, which prevailed from the ix*»» to the xv**» century, 
iff countenanced by the example or fiience of faints and doctors • . . • You 
juftify your cowardice by the holy canons» fays Rutheriua of Verona j the 
f^npns likewife forbid you to whore, and yet««->- 

L 3 " without 
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CHAP. ^< without deigning to compute either his numbers 
^' or their own. Their ranks are formed by the 
^^ firm connexions of conlanguinity and friend* 
^* fliip ; and their martial deeds are prompted by 
** the defire of faving or revenging their deareft 
^^ companions. In their eyes^ a retreat is z 
^* Ihameful flight; and flight is indelible in- 
" famy^®." A nation * endowed with fuch high 
and intrepid fpirit^ mud: have. been fecure ofvic- 
tory, if thefe advantages had not been counter- 
balanced by many weighty defeds. The decay of 
their naval power left the Greeks and Saracens 
in pofleflion of the fea, for every purpofe of an- 
noyance and fupply. In the age which preceded 
the inftitutton of knighthood, the FrazJ&s were 
rude and un(kilful in the fervice of cavalry '' ; and 
in all perilous emergencies, their warriors were fo 
confdous of their ignorance, that they chofe to di£> 
mount from their horfes and fight on foot, Unprac- 
tifed in the ufe of pikes, or of miiQle weapons, they 
were encumbered by the length of their fwords, the 
weight of their armour, the magniti^de of their 
fliields, and, if I may repeat (he fatire of the meagre 
Greeks, by their unwieldy intemperance. Their 
independent fpirit difdained the yoke of fubordi- 
nation, and abandoned the ilandard of their <:hief, 
if he attempted to k^p ti)e f^eld beyon4 the (erm 

90 In the xviil*^ chapter of hit Tallies, the emperor Leo has £iir]y ftated 
the miliury vices and virtues of the Franks (whom Meurfius ridicuioufly 
ttanflates by (?tf//i)'and thd Lomblrds» or LangobanU. "See likewife the 
yy y|th DilTertation of Munitori de Antiqi^iutibus Ua]i« medii i£vL 

9> Domini tvi milices (fays the proud Nicephorus) cquitandi ignari p^» 

' tl^ftris pugnae funt infcii: fcutoriim magnitudoj, loricarum gravitudD, cn- 

« fium longitudo, galearumque' pondut neatr4 parte ptignare eoi finit i ac 

fuhridens, tmpcdiCy iAquit, ac egs gailriQ|«rgia hoc eft veDtrU ingluvieji, l^c. 

Ltutprand inLegat. p. 48«,4.Sx« ^ 

of 
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s 

of their ftipulation or fervice. On all fides they char 



were open to the fnares of an enemy, lefs brave, 
but more artful, than themfelves. They . might 
be bribed, for the Barbarians were veniati; or fur- 
prifed in the night, for they neglefted the precau- 
tions of a ^lofe encampment or vigilant centinels. 
The fatigues erf a fummer's campaign exhaufted 
their ftretigth and patience, and they funk in de- 
fpaii* if their voracious appetite was difappointed 
of a* plentiful fupply .of wine and of food. This 
general charafter of the Franks was marked with 
(bme national and local (hades, which I Ihould 
afcribe to accident, rather than to climate, but 
which were vifible both to natives and to foreigners. 
An ambaffador of the great Otho declared, 
in the palace of Conftantinople, that the Saxons 
could difpute with fwords better than with pens ; 
and that they preferred inevitable death to the dif- 
honour of turning their backs to an enemy "*. It 
was the glory of the nobles * of France, that, in 
their humble dwellings, war and rapine were the 
only pleafure, the fole occupation, of their lives. 
They aiFedefl to deride the] palaces, the banquets, 
the poliihed manners, of the Italians, who, in the 
eftimate of the Greeks themfelves, had degenerated 
from the liberty and valour of the anpent Lom« 
bards ^\ 

By 

^ In Sapconia certe fcio . . . • dec^iuius enfibus pu^nare quam calamif j 
tt prius mortem obire quam hoftibus terga dare (Liutprandi p. 482. )• 

oXX' oi /xsy Aoyt/^o^p^oy to 'rXtof rm TDificvTfi; aftrr.^ vvv ec/ruXsa-acu 
Lconis Tadtica, c. 18. p. 805. The emperor Leo died A, D. 911: an hiftorical 

' L4 poem,* 



Uil. 
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CHAP. By the welUknown edid of Caracalla, his fub« 
^■■i->.-^,,> jefts, from Britain to Egypt, were entitled to the 
^JlIT ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ privileges of Romans, and their national 
language, ioveceign might fix his occafiojial or permaneiit re- 
fidence in any province of their common coimtry. 
In the divifion of the £aft and Weil, an ideal unity 
was fcrupuloufly preferved, and in their titles, laws, 
and ftatutes, the fucceflbrs of Arcadius and Ho* 
norius announced themfelves as the infeparable 
colleagues of the fame office, as the joint fove^ 
reigns of the Roman world and city, which were 
bounded by the fame limits. After the fall of the 
Weftern monarchy, the majefty of the purple re- 
fided folely in the princes of Condantinople ; and 
of thefe, Juftinian was the firft, who after a di- 
vorce of fixty years regained the dominion of an« 

cient.Rome, and.aflferted, by the right of conqaefl, 
the augufl: title of emperor of Romans '\ A 
motive of vanity or difcontent folicited one of hit 

pcem, which ends in 916, and appears to have been compofed in 940, by a 
native of Veniptia, difcriminates in thefe verfei the manntrs of Italy uii 
France: 

——Quid inertia bello 
. Pedora (Ubertug ait) duris prstenditis armis 
.0 lutiif Potius vohis facra pocula cordi ; 
S^pius ct Aomachum nitidis laxare faginU 
£latafqae domos rutilo fulcire metallo. 
, J^^n eadltm GaUos rmviliS' vel citra ?CR)ordet i 
Vicinas quibus eft ftudium devincere terras 
Drpreffumque larem fpoliis hinc inde coa^iis / 
Suftentare— — 
(Anonym. Carmen Pancgyricum de Laudibus Bereng^rii Augufti, 1. 11. in 
Muratori Script. Rerum Italic, torn, ii* pars i. p. 393*)* 

94 Juftinian, fays the Hiftorian Agathias (1. v. p. i57.)> ^rpftrro? Vufiocun 
mnmipaiu^ oyo/xar* xai Wpay/xar*. Yet the fpecific title of emperor of 
the Romans was not ufed atConf^ntinople, till it had been claimed by the 
French ^d German emperors pf old Rome. 

*•' fucceflbrs, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. %$i 

facceflbrs, Conftans the fecond, to abandon the c h a p; 
Thracian Bofphorus^ and to reftore the priflrine 
honours of the Tyber : an extravagant projefl: 
(exclaims the malicious Byzantine), as if he had 
defpoiled a beautiful and blooming virgin, to enrich^ 
or rather to expofe, the deformity of a wrinkled 
and decrepid matron ''• But the fword of the 
Lombards oppofed his fettlement in Italy : he 
entered Rome, not as a conqueror, but as a fugi^ 
-ttve, and, after a vifit of twelve days, he pillaged, 
and for ever deferted, the ancient capital of the 
world ^. The final revolt and reparation of Italy 
was accomplifhed about two centuries after the 
conquefts of Juftinian, and from his reign we may 
date the gradual oblivion of the Latin tongue. 
That legiflator had compofed his Ihftitutes, his 
Code, and his Pande£ls, in a ' language which he 
telebrates as the proper and public ftyle of the 
Roman government, the confecrated idiom of the 
palace and fenate of Conftantinople, of the camps 
and tribunals of the Eaft'^ But this foreign 



95 Conflantinc ManaiTes reprohates thisdefun in his barbarous verfe: 
Tnf vo?df Tuv fictcnXiixv ccn-oKoo-yuwou QtkbiPf 

tig tiTH a/S^roXis^oy avoKocrfjt.n<ru wfji^ify 

Kcu y^oAjt tvtcL T^iK^canv cJ; xo^y v^»i<ru. 
and it is confirmed by Tiieophanes, Zoaaras, Cedrenus, and tlie HlflortA 
MircelU: voluit in uibem Romam Imperium cransferre (1. xix. p. 157. ia 
torn* i* pars i. of the Scriptores Rer. Ital. oi Muratori). 

9^ Paul. Diacon« 1. v. c« 11. p. 4S0. Anafta^ips in Vitis Pontiiicum, in 
Muratori *s Coliedlion, torn. iii. pars i. p* 141. 

97 Confult the preface o£ Ducange (ad Ck><r. Gnec. medti /Bvi), and the 
Novels of Juftinian (vii. Ixvi.)* The Greek language wafc xoivo;, the Latin 
was flratrpj^f to himfelf, xuptarraTOf to the flroX*Tf»«j ^X^H^f ^^^ fyftcm of 
government. 

dialed 
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c H A P. diikle A was unknown to the people and foldicrs of 
the Afiatic provinces^ it was imperfeftly under- 
ftood by the greater part of th^ interpreters of the 
laws and the rnixiiilers of the ftate* After a Ibort 
confiid, nature and habit prevailed over the obfoli^te 
inftitutions of human power ; for the general 
jbtnefit of his fubjefts, Juftinian promulgated his 
ii<)vels in the two languages ; the ieveral parts 
of bis voluminous jurtfprudence were fuccefiively 
tranll^ted ^' : the original was forgotteUt the ver^ 
ilon was ftudied, and the Greek, whofe intriniic 
merit deferved indeed the preference^ obtained a 
legal as well as : pppMl^r eftablilhment in the By- 
zantine monarchy. The birth 9pd feiidence of 
fucceeding princes eftranged tha^ from the Ro»> 
man idiom : Tiber|ui by the A/abs ^, and Mau- 
rice by the Italians ';% are didingtki&ed ^s the firft 
of the Greek C^jais, as the fouivles^ of a i^ew 

cvvHVM TavT*iv /At] ^uvx^ivii? ocTTtTHX^^ (Matth. Blaftares, Hid. Juris, 
apud Fabric. Bibliot. Grace, torn. xii. p. 369. )• The Co<!c and Panders 
(the latter by Thdlelasus) were tranflated in the time of Juflinian (p. 358. 
366.). Theophilus, one of the crig^inal triumvirs, has Itfc an elegant, 
though diffufe, paraphrafc of the Inftitutes. On the other hand, Julian, 
antcceflfor of Conftantinople (A. D. 570), cxx. Novellas Grscas eleganti 
Latinitate donavlt (Heinecciut, Hift. J. R. p. 396.) lor the ufp of Italy and 
Africa* 

99 Abulpliaragius afligns the yii<<* DynaAy to the Franks or Romans, the 
Till** to the Greeks, the ix*"*^ to the Arabs. A tempore Augufli Cxfaris 
donee impcraret Tiberluis C^efaf fpatio clrciter annorum 600 fuerunt Impe- 
ratorcs C. P. Patricii, et p/tscipua pars exercitds Romani ; extra quod, con* 
filiarii, fcriboe et populus, onlncs Grseci fuerunt : deinde regnum eriam 
Graecanicum fa^um eft (p. 96. verf. Pocock), TheChrifttan and ecclefi- 
aftlcal ftudies of Abulpharagius gave him fome advantage over. the more 
ignorant Mojlemt. 

100 Primus ex Gr^cortun genere in Imperio fonfinnatus eft 5 «:, accord* 
ing to another MS. of Paulus Diaconus (1. iii. c. 15. p. 443*) 9 in Cneccruni 
Imperio* 

dynafty 
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dynafty and empire : the filent revolution was ac- chap. 
compiilhed before the death of Heraclius ; and the ^>„^,^-w 
ruins of the Latin fpeech were darkly preferved in 
the tenhs of jurifprudence and the acclamations of 
the palace. After the reftoration of the Weftern 
empire by Charlemagne and the Othos, the names 
of Franks and Latins acquired an equal fignifica*' 
tion and extent; and thefe haughty Barbarians 
aflerted, with fome juftice, their fuperior claim to 
the language and dominion of Rome. They 
infulted the aliens of the £aft who had renounced 
the drefs and idiom of Romans ; and their reafon- 
able pra&ice will juftify the frequent appellation 
of Greeks '*". But- this contemptuous appellation th© creHc 
was indignantly rejeded by the prince and people lITiI^ir 
to whom it is applied. Whatfoever changes had feniifand 
been introduced by the lapfe of ages, they alleged aflfcnthe 
a lineal and unbroken fucceflion from Auguftus Komaac 
and Conilantine ; and, in the lowefl: period of 
degeneracy and decay, the name of Romans 
adhered to the laft fragments of the empire of 
Conftantinople 



lOS 



foi >Quia linguarn, moresy veflerque mut^dis, putavit Sandiflinras Papa 
(an audacious irony), ita vos (vobis) dlfplicere Romanorum nonien. His 
nuncios,' rogabant Nicephorum Irnperatorcm Grsconim, ut cum Otlione 
Imperator? Romanorum amicitiam faceret (Liutpraod in Legatione^ 
p.486.)« 

lot By Laonicus Chakocondylcs, who furvived the laft fiegc of Conftan- 
tinople, the account i$ thus ftated (L i. p. 3*)* Conftantine tranfplanted his 
jLatins of Italy to a Greek city of Thrace: they adopted the language and 
manners of the natives, who were confounded with them under the name 
of Ro.nans. The kings of Conftantinople, fays the hiftorian, sw* to cr^aj 

While 
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c H AP." While the povcrnment of the Eaft was ttxaC* 
^^LLw afttd in Latin, the Creek was the language of litc- 
I'criod of rature and philofophy ; nor could the matters of this 
isnoranw. ^.^^ ^^^ perfcft idiom be tempted to envy the bor- 
rowed learning and imitative tafte of their Roman 
difciples. After the fall of paganifm, the lofs of 
Syria and Egypt, and the extindlion of the fchools 
<>f Alexandria and Athens, the ftudies of the 
Greeks infenfibly retired to fome regular mona* 
fteries, and above all to the royal college of Con- 
ftantinople, which was burnt in the reign of Leo 
the Ifaurian '**'. In the pompous ftyle of the age, 
the pretident of that foundation was named the 
Sun of Science : his^ twelve affociates, the profef- 
fors in the different arts and faculties, were the 
twelve figns of the zodiac j a library of thirty-fijt 
thoufand five hundred volumes was open to their 
inquiries ; and they coold (hew an ancient manu- 
fcript of Homer, on a roll of parchment one hun- 
dred and twenty feet in length, the inteftines, as 
it was fabled, of a prodigious ferpent '^*. But th^ 
feventh and eighth centuries were a period of dit 
cord and darknefs ; the library was burnt, the col- 
lege was aboliflied, the Iconoclafts are reprefented 
as the foes of antiquity ; and a favage ignorance 



"5 SceDucsngc (C. P. Cliriftiana, 1. ii. p. 150, i?i.)» who collcfts tlw 
tsftimonies, rot of Theophanes, but at leafl of Zonataa (torn. ii. 1. xy. 
p. i04.)> Cedrenus (p 454.* )> ^^ichatl Glycas (p. ?.8i.), Conftantinc Ma- 
nafTes (p. 87. )• After refuting the abfuid charge againfl the emperor, 
Spanheim (Hid. Imaginum, p* 90 — (ii*)« like a true advocate, proceeds 
to doubt cr deny the reality of the file, and ^Imofl of the library. 

104. According to Makhus (apud Zonar. J. xiv. p. 53.)* this Homer was 
burnt in the time of Bafilifcus. T^he MS. might be renewed— But on a 
ftrpcnt'b flcin? Moft ftrange and incredible ! 

15 and 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 137 

and contempt of letters has difgraced the princes c h a p« 
of the Heraclean and Ifaurian dynafties *^^ ^]h, ^ 

In the ninth century^ we trace the firfl: dawnings RevWai of 
of the reftoration of fcience *^. After the fanati- uu^ni. 
cifm of the Arabs had fubfided, the caliphs afpired 
to conquer the arts, rather than the provinces, of 
the empire: their liberal curiofity rekindled the 
emulation of the Greeks, brufiied away the duft 
frpm their ancient libraries, and taught them to 
know and reward the philofophers, whofe labours 
had been hitherto repaid by the pleafure of ftudy 
and the purfuit of truth. The Csefar Bardas, the 
uncle of Michael the third, was the generous pro- 
tedlor of letters, a title which alone has preferved 
his memory and excufed his ambition. A particle 
of the treafures of his nephew was fometimes di- 
verted from the indulgence of vice and folly ; a 
fchool was opened in the palace of Magnaura; 
tad the prefence of Bardas excited the emulation 
of the mafters and liludents. At their head was 
the philofopher Leo, archbilhop of Theflalonica j 
his profound (kill in aflronomy and the mathema- 
tics was admired by the ftrangers of the £aft ; and 
this occult fcience was magnified by vulgar credu- 
lity, which modeftly fuppofes that all knowledge 
fuperior to its own muft be the effed of infpiration 

los The aXoiym of Zonaras, the aypia xau (t^jLO^ioc of Cecfrenus, arc 
Urong words, perhaps not ill-fuitcd to thefc reigns. 

106 Sec Zonaras (1. xvi, p. 160, 161.) and Cedrcnus (p. 549, 550.)- 
Like friar Bacon, the philofopher Leo has been transformed by ignorance into 
a. conjurer: yet not fo undefcrvedly, if he be the auilior of the oracles more 
commonly afcribtd to the empf ror of the fame name. The phyfics of Leo 
ill MS. are in tlie library of Vienna (Fabric ius, Bibliot. Grac. lom. vi. p. 366. 
torn. xii. p. 781.)* Quiefcant! 

or 
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CHAP, or magic. At the prcffing intreaty of the Caefar, 
his friend, the celebrated Photius"^ renounced 
the freedom of a fecular and ftudious life, afcended 
the patriarchal throne, and vfzs alternately excom« 
municated and abfolved by the fynods of the Eaft 
and Weft, By the confeffion even of prieftly ha- 
tred, no art or fci^ace, except poetry, was foreign 
to this univerfal fcholar, who was deep in thought^ 
indefatigable in reading, and eloquent in didion. 
Whilft he exercifed the oiBce of protofpathaire, or 
captain of the guards, Photius was fent ambafla« 
dor to the caliph of Bagdad *^^. The tedious hours 
of exile, perhaps of confinement, were beguiled 
by the hafty compofition of his Library^ a living 
monument of erudition and criticifm. Two hun- 
dred and fourfcore writers, hiftorians, orators, phr- 
lofophers, theologians, are reviewed without any 
regular method : he abridges their narrative or 
(}o£lrine, appreciates their ftyle and character, and 
judges even the fathers of the church with a diC- 
creet freedom, which often breaks through the fu- 
perftition of the times. The emperor Bafil, who 
lamented the defers of his own education, 'en- 
trulted to the care of Photius his fon and fucceflbr 

107 The ecclefiadical and literary chara6ler of Photius, is copiooAf 
difcuiTed by Hanckius (de Scrlptoribus BjzanC. p. 169— 396.) and Fabri- 
dus* 

108 Eif Aa-avfuig can only mean Bagdad, the feat of the caliph; and tlif 
relation of his embaffy might have been curious and inl^nidtve. But how 
did he procure his books ? A library fe numerous could neither be found at 
Bagdad, nor tranfported with his baggage, nor preferved in his memory. 
Yet the laft, however increciible, fecms to be affirmed by Photius himfelf, 
oo-flK auTow i ixrfiiJiifi hioro^i, Camufat (Hift. Critique des Jottinauz^ 
p. 87-<-94-} gives a good account of the Myriobibloa* 

Leo 
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Leo the philofopher ; and the reign of that prince chap. 
. and of his fon Conftantine Porphyrogenttus forms 
one of the niofl profpercnis aeras of the Byzantine 
literature. By their munificence the treafures of 
antiquity were depofited in the Imperial library; 
by their pens, or thofe of their aflbciates, they 
were imparted in fuch extradte and abridgments 
as tnight amufe the curiofity, without opprefling 
the indolence, of the public. Befides the Bafilics^ 
or code of laws, the arts of hulbandry and war, 
of feeding or deftroying the human fpecies, were . 
propagated with equal diligence ; and the hiftory^ 
of Greece and Rome was digefted into fifty*^ three 
heads or titles, of which two only (of embaflies, 
and of virtues and vices) have efcaped the injuries 
of time. In every ftation, the reader might con- 
template the image of the paft world, apply the 
leflbn or warning of each page, and learn to ad« 
mire, perhaps to imitate, the examples of a brighter 
period. I (hall not expatiate on the works of the 
Byzantine Greeks, who, by the afliduous'ftudy of 
the ancients, have deferved in fome meafure the 
remembrance and gratitude of the moderns. The 
fcholars of the prefent age may dill enjoy the be- 
nefit of the philofophical common-place book of 
Stobaeus, the grammatical and hidorical lexicon of 
Suidas, the Chiliads of Tzetzes, which comprife 
iix hundred narratives in twelve thoufand verfes* 
and the commentaries on Homer of Euftathius 
archbiihop of TheiTalonica, who, from his horn of 
plenty, has poured the names and authorities of 
foux hundred writers. From thefe originals, and 

1 from 
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CHAP, from the numerous tribe of fcholiafts and critics '% 

LIII* 

fome efttmate may be formed of the literary wealth 
of the twelfth century : Conftantinople was en- 
lightened by the genius of Homer and Demof- 
thenes, of Ariftotle and Plato ; and in the enjoy- 
ment or negled of our prefent riches^ we muft 
envy the generation that could ftill perufe the hif- 
tory of TheopompuS) the ora,tions of Hyperides, 
the comedies of Menander"% and the odes of 
Alcftus and Sappho. The frequent labour of illuf-f 
tration attefts not only the exiftence but the popu- 
larity of the Grecian dailies ; the general know- 
ledge of the age may be deduced from the example 
of two learned females, the emprefs Eudocia, and 
the princefs Anna Comilena, who tultivated, in 
the purple, the arts of rhetoric and philofophy "'• 

The . 



109 Of thefe modem Greeks, fee the refpeflive articles m the BibUotheea 
Gneca of Fabricius } a laborious work, yet fufceptible of a better method 
and many improvements : of £uftathius (torn. i. p* aSp— ft9a, 306— >}a9.)> 
of the Pfeili (a diatribe of Leo Allatiusy ad calcem tom. v. ), of Conftantine 
Porpbyrogenittts (tom. vi. p. 4S6— >509.) , of John Stobasus (tom. viii* 665** 
7»8.)» of Suidas (tom. ix. p. 6%0^^%%j.)f John Tzetzes (tom. xii. p. 245-* 
273. ). Mr. Harris, in bis philological Arrangements, opus fenile, has given 
a iketch of this Byzantine learning (p. 287 — 300. ). 

no From obfcure and hearfay evidence, Gerard Voifius (de Poetis GraBcif, 
c. 6.) and le Clerc (Bibliotheque Choiiie, torn. xiv. p. 285.) mention a com* 
raentary of Michael Pfellus on twenty- four plays of Menander, ilUl extant 
in MS. at Conftantinople. Yet fuch claiTic fiudles feem incompatible witJi 
the gravity or dulnefs of a fchoolm^t ^ho pored over the categories (de 
Pfellis, p. 42.) • and Michael has probably been confounded with Homenis 
Seilius, vf ho wrote arguments to the comedies of Menander. In the x^* cen- 
tury, Suidas quotes fifty plays, bat he often tranfcribes the old fchoUaft of 
Ariftopbanes. 

X" Anna Comnena may beaft of her Creek ftyle (td EXXjp^at 
ti axpoy ttrjrtiicmvMjf and Zonaras, her contemporary^ but not her 

flatterer^ 
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The vulgar dialeft of the city was grofs and bar- chap. 
barous : a more correft and elaborate ftyle diftin- ',-,A_r 
guiflied the difcourfe, or at leaft the compcifitions, 
of the chihrch and palace, which fometimesafFefted 
to co|)y the purity of the Attic models- 

In our modern education, the painful though Decay of 
neceffary attainment of two languages, which are gcnL*? 
no longer living, may confume the time and damp 
the ardour of the youthful ftudent. The poets 
and orators were long imprifoned in the barbarous 
dialects of our Weftern anceftors, devoid of har- 
mony or grace ; and their genius, without precept 
or example, was abandoned to the rude and native 
powers of their judgment and fancy. But the 
Greeks of Conftantinople, after purging away the 
impurities of their vulgar fpeech, acquired the 
free ufc of their ancient language, the mod happy 
compofition of human art, and a familiar know- 
ledge of the fublime raafters who had pleafed or 
inftrufted the firft of nations. But thefe advan- 
tages only tend to aggravate the reproach and 
fhame of a degenerate people. They held in their 
lifelefs hands the riches of their fathers, without in* 
heriting the fpirit which had created ^nd improved 
that facred patrimony: they read, they praifed, 
they compiled, but their languid fouls feemed 
alike incapable of thought and adion. In the re* 
yolution of ten centuries, not a fingle difcovery 
was made to exalt the dighity or promote the hap« 

flatterer, may add with ^ruth, yXa-'Tlav s4;^ev axpi/^w? AVItxt^tfTay. The 
princefs was converfant with the artful dialogues of PJato ; and had ftudied 
the TEtpasxvc, or quadri'vium of al^rology, geometiy, aritl'.metic, and mufic 
(fee her preface to the Alcxiad, with Ducange*s notes). 

Vol. X. M pinefs 
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CHAP, pinefs of mankind. Not a (ingle idea has been 
added to the fpeculative fyftems of antiquity, and 
a fucceffion of patient difciples became in their 
turn the dogmatic teachers of the next fefvile ge- 
neration. Not a fmgle compofition Qf hiftory, 
philofophy, or literatwre, has been fayed feora ob- 
livion by the intrinftc beauties of ftyle or feiidment« 
of original fancy, or ev.en of fuccefsful 4aiitatiQn# 
In profe, the lead offenfive of the Byzantine wri- 
ters are abfolved from c.enfure by their naked and 
tmprefuming fimplicity ; but tfie ordtors^ raoft elq- 
quent "* in their own conceit, are the fartheit re- 
moved from the models whom they affi^ft to emu- 
late. In every page our tafte and reafpn are 
wounded by the choice of gigantic and obfolete 
words, a ftiff and intricate phrafeology, the dif- 
cord of images, the childifli play of falfe or unfea- 
fonable ornament, and the painful attempt to ele- 
vate themfelves, to adoniOi the reader, and to in- 
volve a trivial meaning in the fmoke of ohfcurity 
and exaggeration. Their profe is foaring to the 
vicious afFeSation of poetry : their poetry is fink- 
ing below the flatnefs and infipidity of profe. The 
tragic, epic, and lyric mufes, were filcnt find in- 
glorious : the bards of Conftantinople feldom rofe 
above a riddle or epigram, a panegyric or tale ; 
. they forgot even the rules of profody ; and with 
the melody of Homer yet founding in their ears, 
they confound all meafure of feet and fyllables in 
the impotent (trains which have received the name 

til To cenfure the Hyzantine taftc, Ducangc (Prcfat. Gloff. Graec. p. 17.) 
Orings Uie authorities of Aulus Gellius, Jtrom Petronius^ George H4lft)aitoUis» 
Lorgmus j who give at once the precept and tlw cxauipic. 

of 
II 
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of ppfitical or city verfes "\ . The minds of the c h a p. 
Greeks were bound in the fetters of a bafe ' and •_, ,4>_r 
imperious fuperdition, which extends <her domi* 
won round the circle of profane fcience. Their 
underftandings were bewildered in metaphyfical 
contrpverfy : in the belief of vifions and miracles, 
ihey had loft all principles of moral evidence, and 
their talle was vitiated by the homilies of the 
monks, an ahfurd medley of declamation and 
(cripture. Even thefe contemptible ftudies were 
no longer dignified by the abufe of fuperior ta* 
lents : the leaders of the Greek church were hum« 
bly content to admire and copy the oracles of an* 
tiquity, nor did the fchools or pulpit produce any 
rivals of the fame of Athanaiius and Chryfof** 
torn "\ 

In all the purfuits of aftive and fpeculative life, want of 
the emulation of ftates and individuals is the moft emuucioiu 
powerful fpring of the efforts and improvements of 
mankind. The cities of ancient Greece were caft • 
in the happy mixture of union and independence, 
which U repeated on a larger fcale, but in a loofer 
form, by the nations of modern Europe: the 
union of language, religion, and manners, which 
renders them the fpedators and judges of each 
other's merit "^: the independence of government 
and intereft, which afferts their feparate freedom, 

"5 The t/^r/ifif /o/iVrf, thole common prof\itutfs, as, from their ea(inefs» 
theryare ftylcH by Leo .U.?.tiu<, ufuail/ confiflol fifteen fyiUbles They arc 
ufed by Con(lan(cne MdnaHTes, John Tzctzci, 8cq, (Ducange, GloA*. Latin* 
torn. Hi p i. p. %^St <4.^- (^^>t Bafil, 1762 ) 

it4 As St. Bernard of the Latin, fo St. John Damafcerus in the viii"* cen- 
tury t-isft-vc red as the laA father cf the Greek clturch. 

1I9 Han)k*d Eifay.^, vol, i. p. 125. 

M 2 and 
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c HAP, and excites, them to ft rive for pte-etnitienc^ \nth€ 
'^ career of glory. The fi tuation of the Romans 
was lefs favourable ; yet in the early ages ^ of 
the republic^ which fixed the national chatafter, 
a fimilar emulation was kindled among the ftatesr 
of Latium -and Italy ; and, in the arts an<! fci- 
ences,. they afpired to equal or furpafs 'their 
Grecian mafters. The fempire of the Csefars 
undoubtedly checked the aftivity and progrefs 
of the human mind ; its magnitude intght in- 
deed allow fome fcope for domeftic compe- 
tition ; but when it was gradually reduced, 
at firft to the Eaft and at laft to Greece and 
Conftantinople, the Byzantine fubjefts were de- 
graded to an abjeft and languid temper, the 
nataral effeft of their folitary and infulated 
ftate. From the North they were oppreffed by 
Batnelefs tribes of Barbarians, to whom they 
fcarcely imparted the appellation of men. The 
^language and religion of the more polifiied 
Arabs were an unfurmountable bar to all focial 
interfcourfe. The conquerors of Europe were 
their brethren in the Chriftian faith; but the 
fpeech of the Franks or Latins was unknown, 
their manners were rude, and they were rarely 
connefted, in peace or war, with the fucceflbrs 
of Heraclius. Alone in the univerfe, the felf- 
fatisfied pride of the Greeks was not difturbed 
by the comparifon of foreign merit ; and 
it is no wonder if they fainted in the race, 
fmce they had neither competitors to urge 
their fpeed, nor judges to crown their viSory. 
The nations of Europe and Afia were mingled 

7 by 
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by the expeditions to the Holy Land ; and it is chap. 
under the Comnenian dynafty that a faint emulation 
of knowledge and military virtue was rekindled in 
the Byzantine empire* 



' 1 
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CHAP. LIV. 

Origin and Dodrine of the PauHcians. — Their 
Perfecutioh by the Greek Emperors. — Revolt in 
Armenia J hfc. — Tranf plantation into Thrace.'-^ . 
Propagation in the Weji. — The Seeds ^ Charailer^ 
and Confequences of the Reformation. 

CHAP. TN the profeflion of Chriftianity, the variety of 
._ ^^1^ . national charafters may be clearly' diftinguiftied* 
Supine fu- The natives of Syria and Ecypt abandoned their 
the Grttk lives to lazy and contemplative devotion : Rome 
church. 3gain afpired to the dominion of the world ; and 
the wit of the lively and loquacious Greeks was 
confumed in the difputes of metaphyfical theology. 
The incomprehenfible myfteries of the Trinity 
and Incarnation, inftead of commanding their 
filent fubmiflion, were agitated in vehement and 
fubtie controverfies, which enlarged their faith 
at the expence perhaps 6f their charity and 
reafon. From the council of Nice to the end of 
the feventh century, the peace and unity of the 
church was invaded by thefe fpiritual wars ; and 
fa deeply did they affed the decline and fall of 
the empire, that the hiftorian has too often been 
compelled to attend the fynods, to explore the 
creeds, and to enumerate the feds, of this bufy 
period of ecclefiaftical annals. From the begin* 
ning of the eighth century to the laft ages of the 
Byzantine empire the found of controverfy was 
feldom heard : curiofity was exhaufted, zeal was 

fatigued. 
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fatigued, and, in the decrees of (ix councils, the c h a p^ 
articles of the Catholic faith had been irrevocably v^^^' 
defined. The fpirit of difpute, however vain and 
pernicious, requires fome energy and exercife of 
the mental faculties ; and the proftrate Greeks 
were content to faft, to pray, and to believe, in 
blind obedience to the patriarch and his clergy. 
During a long dream of fuperftitiou, the Virgin 
and the Saints, their vifions and miracles, their 
relics and images, were preached by the monks 
and worlhipped by the people; and the appellation 
of •people might be extended without injuftice to 
the firft ranks of civil fociety. At an unfeafonable 
moment, the Ifaurian emperors attempted fome- 
what rudely to awaken their fubjefts : under their 
influence, reafon might obtain fome profelytes, 
a far greater number was fwayed by iutereft or 
fear ; but the Eaftern world embraced or deplored 
their vifible deities, and the re(toration of images 
was celebrated as the feaft of orthodoxy. In this 
paflSve and unanimous ft ate the ecclefiaftical rulers 
were relieved from the toil, or deprived of the 
pleafure, of perfecution. The Pagans had dif- 
*appeared ; the Jews were lilent and obfcure ; 
the difputes with the Latins were rare and remote 
hoftilities againft a national enemy ; and the feds 
of Egypt and Syria enjoyed a free toleration, 
under the (hadow of the Aral)iaa caliphs. About 
the middle of the feventh century, a branch of 
Manichaeans was feleded as the vidtims of fpiritual 
tyranny : their patience was at length exafperaied 
to defpair and rebellion ; and their exile has feat- 
tered over the Weft the I^eds of reformation. 

M 4 Thef« 
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CHAP. Th'efe important events will juftify fdme enquiiy' 
^_^^-^.' into the doftrine and flory of the Paulicians* ; 
and, as they cannot plead for themfelves, our 
candid criticiftn will magnify the good^ and abate 
or fufped the m/, that is reported by their ad- 
verfaries. 
Origin of The Gnoftics, .who had diftrafted the infaacy, 
e!!a*ns or^' wcrc opptefTed by the greatnefs and authorhy, of 
difcipicsof the church. Inflead of emulating or furpaffing 
A.D. 66c, the wealth, learning, and numbers of the Catho- 
lics, their obfcure remnant was driven from 
the capitals of the Eaft and Weft, and confined 
to the villages and mountains along the borders 
of the Euphrates, Some veftige of the Marcionites 
may be detefted in the fifth century * ; but the 
numerous feels were finally loft in the odious 
name of the Manichasans ; and thefe heretics, 
who prefumed to reconcile the doftrines of Zo- 
roafter and Chrift, .were purfued by the two 
religions with equal and unrelenting hatred. 
Under the grandfon of Heraclius, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Samofata, more famous for the 



T The errors and virtues of the Paullclan^ arc weighed, with Iiis ufual ' 
judgn.eat and candour, by the learned Mofheim {Hid. Ecclefiafl. feculum ix* 
p. 311, &c.). He draws his original intelligence from Fhotius (contra 
ManichcEOS, 1 i ). and Peter Sicuius (Hifl. Manicha^jrum). The firft of 
thefe accounts lias not fallen into my bands; the fccond, which Mofheim 
picTcrt, I have lead in a Laiin verlicn Infericd in the Maxima Bibllotheca 
P^trum {torn. xvi. p 754—764.), frbm the edition of the Jefuit Raderus 
(Ingolftadii, 1604, in 4 °). 

* In the time of Theodore:, the diocefe of Cyrrlius, in Syria, contained 
ei|ht hundred villages. Of tljefe, two weic inhabited by Arians and 
Ennomians, and tight by Manicnitest whom the laborious biHiop recon- 
ciled to the Catholic church ^Dupin^ Bibliqt. £(.c}cri9(^ique, torn, i v. p. 8x> 
82.}- 



birth 



OF THE ROBfAN EMPIHE. itJ^ 

birth of Lucian than for the title of a Syrian chap. 
kingdom, a reformer arofe, efteemed by the ' ^^-w-^*** 
Paulicians as the chofen meffenger of truth. In 
his humble dvvelling of Mananalis, Conftantine' 
entertained a deacon, who returned from Syrian 
captivity, and received the incftimable gift of the 
NewT Teftament, which was already concealed 
from the vulgar by the prudence of the Greek, 
and perhaps of the Gnoftic, clergy '. Thefe 
books became the meafure of his ftudies and the 
. rule of his faith ; and the Catholics, who difpute 
his interpretation, acknowledged that his text was 
genuine and fincere. But he attached himfelf 
with peculiar devotion to the writings and cha- 
rafte;r of St. Paul : the name of the Paulicians is 
derived by their enemies from fome unknown 
and domeftic teacher; but I am confident that 
they gloried in their affinity to the apoftle of the 
Gentiles. His difciples, Titus, Timothy, Sylvanus, 
Tychicus, were reprefented by Conftantine and 
his fellow-labourers : the names of the apoftolic 
churches were applied to the congregations which ^ 
they affembled in Armenia and Cappadocia ; and 
this innocent allegory revived the example and 
memory of the firft ages. In the gofpel, and the Their Bi- 
epiftles of St. Paul, his faithful follower inveftigated ' *' 
the creed of primitive Chriftianity ; and, whatever 
might be the fuccefs, a proteftant reader will 
applaud the fpirit of the enquiry. But if the 
fcriptures of the Paulicians were pure, they were 

Z Nobis profanis ifta (facra Evangella) legere non licet Ted faccrdotibut 
duntaxac, was the iirft fcruple of a Catholic when he was adriiisd to read tlie 
Bible (Petr* Sicul. p. 761*). 

not 
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c H A p. UQ( perfeft. Their founders rejefted the two 
epiftles of St. Peter *, the apoftlc of the circumw 
cifion, whofe difpute with their favourite for the 
obfervance of the law could not eaHly bev foTw 
given '. They agreed with their Gnoftic brethren 
in the univerfal contempt for the Old Teftament, 
the books of Mofes and the prophets, which have 
been confecrated by the decrees of the Catholic 
church. With equal boldnefs, and doubtlefs 
with more reafon, Conftantine, the new Sylvanus, 
difclaimed the vifion^, which, in fo many bulky 
and fpleiidid volumes, had been publifhed by the 
Oriental fefts*; the fabulous produftions of the 
Hebrew patriarchs and the fages of the £a(l ; the 
fpurious gofpels, epiflles, and a£ls, which in the 
firft age had overwhelmed the orthodox code ; 
the theology of Manes, and the authors of the 
kindred herefies; and the thirty generations, or 
asons, which had been created by the fruitful 



4 In rejefling the feewJ epiftle of St. Peter, the PauUcians art; juftific4 
by fomc of the moft rcfpcdiabic of the ancients and moderns (ftc Wetftcin 
ad loc. Simon, Hift. Critique du Nouveau Teftament, c. 17.)- They like- 
wife overlooked ihc Apocalypfe (Petr. Sicul. p. 756. )i but an fuch negte^ 
}s not imputed as a crime, the Gr«.cks of the ix'** century muft iiave been 
cirelefs of the credit and honour of the Revelations. 

JL This contention, which has not cC aped the malice of Porphyry, fup. 
pofes fome error and paflion in one or boch of the apoitles. By Chryfoftomi 
Jerom* and Erafmus, it is repreftnted as a /ham quarrel^ a piou« fraud, for 
tlic benefit of the Gentiles and the correction of the Jews (Middkton*s 
Works, vol. ii. p. i-*ao.). 

* Thofe who are curious of this heterodox library, may confiilt the re. 

fearehea of Beaufobre (Hift. Critique du ManicUei^me, torn. i. p. 305 

437 ). Even in Africa, St. Auftin could dcfcribe the Manichaian books, tam 
muliiy tarn grandest tam prctiofi codices (contra Fiurt. xiii. 14.); but he 
adds, without pity, Incendite ouines illas mcmbranas : and his advice has 
been rigorooily followed* 

fancy 
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fancy of Valentine. The Paulicians fincerely chap, 
condemned the memory and opinions of the ; j^.-^^ 
Manichasan fe<^t, and complained of the injuflice 
which imprefled that invidious name on the fimple 
votaries of St. Paul and of Chrift: 

Of the ecclefiaftical chain, many links had Thcfim- 
been broken by the raulician reformers ; and ?ii^*r^uticf 
their liberty was enlarged, as they reduced the^f"**^* 
number of mafters, at whofe voice profane reafon 
muft bow to myftery and miracle. The early 
feparation of the Gnoltics had preceded the 
eftablifhment of the Catholic worfhip; and againft 
the gradual innovations af difcipline and doftrine, 
they were as ilrongJy guarded by habit and 
ayerfion, as by the filence of St. Paul and the 
evangelifts. The objects which had been tranf- 
formed by the magic of fuperftition, appeared to 
the eyes of the Paulicians in their genuine and 
jxaked colours. An image made without hands, 
was the common wor^manfliip of a mortal artift, 
to whofe fkill alone the wood and canvafs muft 
be indebted for their merit or value. The mira- 
culous relics were an heap of bones and afhes, 
deftitute of life or virtue, or of any relation, 
perhaps, with the perfon to whom they were 
afcribed. The true and vivifying crofs was a 
piece of found or rotten timber ; the body and 
blood of Chrift, a loaf of bread and a cup of wine, 
the gifts of nature and the fymbols of grace. 
The mother of God was degraded from h^ 
celeftial honours and immaculate virginity ; and 
the faints and angels were no longer folicited 
to ^xercife the laborious office, of mediation in 

heaven. 
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CHAP, heaven, and miniftry upon earth. In the praftice, 
^^ * or at leaft in the theory, of the facraments, the 
PauHcians were inclined to abolifti all vifible 
objeds of worfhip, and the words of the gofpel 
were, in their judgment, the baptifm and com- 
munion of the faithful. They indulged a conve- 
nient latitude for the interpretation of fcripture ; 
and as often as they were preffed by the literal 
fenfe, they could efcape to the intricate mazes of 
figure and allegory. Their utmoft diligence muft 
have been employed to diflblve the connexion 
between the old and the new teilament; fince 
they adored the latter as the oracles of God, 
and abhorred the former, as the fabulous and 
abfurd invention of men or daemons. We cannot 
be furprifed, that they fliould have found in the 
gofpel, the orthodox myftery of the trinity : but 
inftead of confeffing the human nature and fub- 
ftantial fufferings of Chrift, they amufed their 
fancy with a celeftial body that paiTed through; 
the virgin like water through a pipe ; with a 
phantaftic crucifixion, that eluded the vain and 
impotent malice of the Jews. A creed thus 
fimple and fpiritual was not adapted to the 
genius of the times ^ ; and the rational Chriftian 
who might have been contented with the light 
yoke and eafy burthen of Jefus and his apoftles, 
was juftly offended, that the Paulicians ihould 
dare to violate the unity of God, the firft article 
of natural and revealed religion. Their belief 
and their truft was in the Fatl^er, of Chrift, of 

7 *rhc fix capital errors of the Paulicians are defined by Peter 5iculu» 
(p. 756.) with much prejudi€<e andpaiSon, ' • * 

the 
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the human foul, and^of the mvifible world. But 6 h a Pi 
they ' likewife held the eternity of matter ; k -_,- ^-^ 
ftubborn and rebellious fubftance, the origin of 
a fecond principle, of an adive being, who has 
created this vifible world, and exercifes his tem- 
poral reign till the 'final confummation of death and 
fm^ The appearances of moral and phyfical evil 
had eftabKihed the two principles in the' ancient 
philofophy and religion of the Eaft ; from whence 
this doftrine was transfu fed to the various fwarms 
of the Gnoftics. A fhoufand fhades may be de- 
vifed in the nature and charafter of Ahriman^ 
from a rival god' to a fubordinate daemon, from 
paffion and frailty to pure and perfefk malevolence: 
but, .in fpite of our efrdrts, the gdodnefs, and the 
power, of Ormufd' are placed at -the oppofite 
extremities of . the line ; and every ftep that 
approaches the one muft recede in equal pro- 
portion from- the other**. 

The apoftolic labours of > Conftantine-Sylvanus Thecfta- 
foon multiplied the number of his difciples, the ofthcrau. 
fecret recompence of fpiritual ambition. The Armcnu, 
remnant of the Gnoftic fefts, and efpecially the Poj^wsj&c 
Manichaeans of Armenia, were united under his 
ftandard ; many Catholics were converted or 
feduced by his arguments ; and he preached 



^ Primum illorum ax/oma eH^^ duo rerum effe prircipia \ Deum malum 
ct Deum bonom aliumque bujus mundi conditorem ct principem, et aliua^ 
futuriaevi (Petr. Sicul. p. 756). 

9 Two learned critics, Beaufobre (Hift. Critique du Manlcheifme, 1. !• 
4> 5> 6.) and Mofheim. (Inftitut. Hid. Ecclef. and de Rebus Chriiiianis 
ante Conftantinum, fee. i, ii, iii.)> have laboured to explore and difcriminate 
the various Qrllems of the Gnoftics on the fubje^ of the two principles.' 

with 
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CHAP* vitfa fiiccefs In the regions of Bjntiis*^ and 
^* * Cappadocia, whidh had Jong fince imbibed th^ 
religion of Zoroafter, Tiie Paulician teachers 
were diftinguifhed only by their fcriptural names^ 
by the modefl: title of fellow-pilgrims, by th« 
aufterify of their lives, their zeal or knowledge^ 
and the credit of fome extraordijoary gifts of the 
holy fpirit. Bur they were incapable gf .defir}ng> 
or at lead of .obtaining, the weakh and hon6ur« 
q£ the Catholic prelacy : fuch anri-ehriftian'prid.c 
they bitterly cenfured ; and even the rank of 
elders or prefbyter^ was condemned as an infti* 
tution of the J^wifii fynagogue; The new feft 
was loofely fpread over tbje- provinces of Afia 
/Minor to the wellward <?f the Euphrates ; fix 
of their principal congregatibns Teprefented the 
churches to which St. Patil had addfeffed his 
epiftles ; and their founder chofe- his reiidetnce 
in the neighbourhood of Colonia'*, in .the.fame 
diftri<3: of Pontus which had been celebralel by 
the altars of Bellona '* and the miracles • of 

Gregory. 

»o The countries between the Euphrates and the Ijlalys were poflTeflTed 
above 350 years by thcMcdes (t-Jerodot. I. i- c. 103.) and Perfians; and the 
kings of Pomus were of t'lr r.oyai race of thi AclMcmemdes (Sallud. Frag- 
ment. *l. iii- with the Frciich lupplcment and notes of tbe preiident de 
Broffips)* ' 

II Moft probaMy founded by Pomp y. after the ccnqueft of Pontus. Thi« 
Colonia, on the Lycus above Neo-Caefarea, is named by the Tuiks Coulci* 
hifar, or Chonac, a populous town in a ftrong country (d'Anville Geogra.* 
phie Ancienne, torn. ii. p. 34. "ioumefort, Voyage du Levant, torn. Hi. 
Icitre xxi. p. 293 ). 

1* The temple of Bellona at Comana in Pontus was a powetful and 
vifealthy foundation, and the hi^h prieft was refpc^ed as the'fecond perfon 
in the kingdom. Aj the facerdotal office had been occupied by his mother's 
family, Strabo (1. xii. p. So^. 835, 836, 837.] dwells with peculiar com- 
placency 
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Gregory '*. . After a miffion of twenty-feVen years, c h a p^ 
Sylvatius, who had recircd from the tolerating . ^^A^ 
government of the Arabs, fell a facrifice to 
Roman perfecution. The laws of the pious PcrfccotUm 
emperors, which feldom touched the lives of lefs cmpenxT 
odious heretics, profcribed without mercy or dif- 
guife the tenets^ the books, and the perfons of 
the Montanifts and Manichasans : the books were 
delfyered to the flames ; and all who ihould 
prefume to fecrete fuch writings, or to pro- 
fefs fuch opinions, were devoted to an igno- 
minious death '*. A Greek minifter, armed with 
legal and military ppwers, appeared at Colonia 
to flrike the (hepherd, aod to reclaim, if poffible, 
the Idft (heep. By a refinement of cruelty, 
Simeon placed the unfortunate Sylvanus before a 
line of his difciples, who were commanded, as the 
price of their pardon and the proof of their repent* 
ance, to niaJflTacre their fpiritual father. They turned 
afide from the impious office ; the ftones dropt from 
their filial hands, and of the whole number, only 
one executioner could be found, a new David, as he 

phcency on the temple, the worship, and feftlva], which w:u twice cele- 
bsared every year. But the Beliona of Pontus had the features and character 
of the goddefs, not ef war, but of love. 

»1 Gregory, biftiop of Neo»Cafarea (A. D. 240— a65.), furnamed Thau- 
matures, or I he Wonder- worker. An hundred years afterwardt> the 
liiftory or romance of his life wa$ comyfed by Gregory of NyfTa^ his aamt* 
fiike and courtr)man, the broth<rr of ctic great St. Ba&J. 

H Hoc cacrerucn ^d luaegregia facinora, divini atqueonhodoxi ItHperatoref 
addiderunt, ut M^nichxos Monuncfque c:.pitali (;uniri fententiSl juberent^ 
totumque Ui^rc^, quocunque in loco inventi effv.nt, Aammia trtdi $ qu5d 
Aqus ufpiam eofdem occultaflTe deprchenderetur, hunc eond^m mstftisp«eoft 
addici, cjufque bona in fifcum inferi (Peir. Sicul. p. 759.)- Wl^jii mora 
could bigotry and perfecution de&rc^ 

is 
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c H A p. is ftyled by the Catholics, who boldly overthtet? 
* ' the giant of herefy. This apoftate, Juftus was 
his name, again deceived and betrayed his unfut- 
pefting brethren, and a new conformity to the 
ads of St. Paul may be found in the converfioz^ 
pf Simeon : like the apoflle, he embraced the 
doftxine which he had been fent to perfecute, 
renounced his honours and fortunes, and acquired 
among the Paulicians the fame of a miflionaxy 
and a martyr. They were not ambitious of mar- 
tyrdom '-, but in^a calamitous period of ; on^ 
hundred and fifty years, their patience fuftained 
whatever zeal could infiidi: : and power was in-* 
fufficient to eradicate the obflinate vegetation of 
fanaticifm and reafon. From the blood and aflies 
of the fir ft vidims, a fucceflion of teachers 
and congregations repeatedly arofe : amidft their 
foreign hoftilities, they found leifurc for do- 
meftic quarrels : they preached, they difputed, 
they fuffered ; and the virtues, the apparent vir- 
tues, of Sergius, in a pilgrimage of thirty-three 
years, are reluftantly confeffed by the orthodox 
hiftorians '^ The native cruelty of Juftinian the 
fecond was ftimulated by a pious caufe; and he 
vainly hoped to extinguifh, in a fingle. confla- 

15 It Ifaeuld ieeiTi} that the Paaliclans allowed themfelves fome latitude 
ef equivocation and mental referv^on : till the Oatholics difcovtred the 
preiling queflions, which reduced them to the alternative of apoftacy or 
marfyrddm (Petr. Sicul. p. 760.). 

• 16 The perfeeution is toJd by Pctrus Siculus (p. 579—763.) with fatif- 
laQion and pleafantry. Jultus jufia perfolvit. Simeon was not tato; but 
anyre^ (the pronunciation of the two vowels muft have been nearly the 
fime), a great whale* that drowned the mariners who miftook him for an 
ilUnd. See likewife Ccdrenus (p. 432^r435*}* 

gration 
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gration the name and memory of the Pauh'cians. chap. 
By their primitive fimplicity, their abhorrence ^ -!^_^ 
of popular fuperftition, the Iconoclaft princes 
might have been reconciled to fome erroneous 
doftrines ; but they themfelves were expofed to 
the calumnies of the monks, and they chofe to 
be the tyrants, left they (hotild be accufed as the 
accomplices, of the Manichaeans. Such a re- 
proach has fullied the cleimency of Nicephorus, 
who relaxed in their favour the feverity of the^ 
penal ftatutes, nor will his character fuftain the 
honour of a more liberal motive. The feeble 
Michael the firft, the rigid Leo the Arnienian^ , 
were foremoft in the race of perfecution ; but the 
prize muft doubtlefs'be adjudged to the fanguinary 
devotioti of Theodora, who reftored the images 
to the Oriental church. Her inquifitors explored 
the cities and mountains of the lefTer AHa, and 
the flatterers of the emprefs have affirmed that^ 
in a fhort reign, one hundred thoufand Paulicians 
were extirpated by the fword, the gibbet, or the 
flames. Her guilt or merit has perhaps been 
ftretched beyond the meafure of truth: but if 
the account be allowed, it muft be prefumed that 
maiiy iimple Iconoclafts were puniftied under a 
mote odious name ; and thatfome who were driven 
from the church, unwillingly took refuge in the 
bofom of herefy. 

The moft furious and defperate of rebels are Revolt of 
the fe^aries of a religion long perfecuted, and at *!** ^^^^^ 
length provoked* In an holy caufe they are no a'd. 
longer fufceptible of fear or remorfe t the juftice "" ^ 
of their arms hardens them againft the feelings of 

VoJL. X N humanity ; 
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CHAP, humanity ; and they revenge thek fathers', wrings 
v.,..v-L^ on ihe children of their tyrants. Such have been 
the Huffitcs of Bohemia and the Calvinifts of 
France, , and fuch, in the ninth century, were the 
Faulicians of Armenia and the adjacent pro« 
vinces '^ Ihey were firft awakened to the maf- 
facre of a goVernor and biftiop, who'exercifed the 
Imperial mandate of converting or deftroying the 
heretics : and the deeped recefles of mottHC 
Argaeus protefted their independence and revenge. 
A more dangerous and confuming flame was. 
kindled by the perfecution of Theodora, and the 
revolt of Carbcas, a valiant Paulician, who com-, 
iftahded the guards of the general of the Eaft. 
His father had been impaled by the Catholic 
inquifitors; and religion, or at le^ft nature, 
might juftify his defertion and revenge. Five 
thoufand of his brethren were united, by the fame 
motives ; they renounced the allegiance of anti- 
chriftian Roftie ; a Saracen emir introduced Car- 
beas to the caliph; and the commander of the 
faithful extended his fceptre to the implacable* 
they fortify cncmy of the Greeks. In the mountain between 
Tephncc, .gj^as and Trebizond he founded or fortified the 
city of Tephrice '% which is ftill occupied by a 
fierce and licentious people, and the neighbouring 
hills were covered with the Paulician fugitives^ 

17 Pcfirus Sicultts (p. 763, 7<)40» ^>* continuator of fhcophants (!• iv. 
c. 4. p. lo], io4.)> Cedrenus (p. 54^, ^4x. 545)> and ^onaltas'(tolki. ii. 
1. xvi. p. 156.), deifcribc the rcvoh aftd exploits 9i' Ca#bcat and his PMiti« 
cians. 

*• Otter (Voyage eh Turquie et en ^crfe, torn. \u) U probably the only 
Frank who tias vHited the independent Barbariant of Te^brice> noW Divrigoi^ 
fr«m whom he fortuAa^eiy efcaped in the traia of X TurkL^ officer. 
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who now recoQciied the ufe of the bible and c h .a p. 
the fword. During more than thirty years, A(ia ...^.-v-^ 
was affli£ted «^by the calamities of foreign and 
domeftic war: in their. hoftile inroads the difciples 
of St. Paul were joined with thofe of Mahomet ; 
and the peaceful chridians, the aged parent and 
tender virgin, who were delivered into barbarous 
fervitude, might juftly accufe the intolerant fplric 
of their fovereign. So urgent was the mirchief, 
fo intolerable the (hame, that even the diflfolute 
Michael^ the fon of Theodora, was compelled 
to march in perfon againft the Paulicians : he was 
defeated under the walk of Samofata ; and the 
Roman emperor fled before the heretics whom 
his mother had condemned to the flames. The 
Saracens fought under the fame banners, but the. 
vi&ory was afcribed to Carbeas ; and the captive 
generals, with more than an hundred tribunes, / 
were either teleafed by his avarice, or tortured 
by his fanaticifm. The valour and ambition of 
Chryfocheir '% his fucceflbr, embraced a wider 
circle of rapine and revenge. In alliance with 
bis faithful Moflems, he boldly penetrated into 
the heart of Afia j the troops of the frontier and' 
the palace were repeatedly overthrown ; the 
edids of perfecution were anfwered by the pillage ^^/jj'^^ 
of Nice and Nicomedia, of Aficyra and Ephefus ; 
nor could the apoille St. John protedk from 
violation bis city and fepulchre. The cathedral 

«f In the hlftory of Cbryibcheir, Gencfiof (Chron. p. 67 -70. edit. Ve- 
nct.) bat expofed the nakednefs of the empire. Conftantine Porphyrog«nitas 
(io Vit. Baiil. c, 37—43. p. 166—171.) has difplayed the glory of bi» 
grandfather. Ctdrcnu* (p. 570—573.) w without their paftibn* Or their 
IciMwiedge. 
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CHAP, of Ephefus was turned into a fta^e for mules and 
horfes; and the Paulicians vied with the Saracehs 
in their contempt and abhoi^rence of images and' 
relics. It is not unpleafing to obferve the friumph 
of rebellion over the fame defpotifm which has 
difdained the prayers of an injured people. The 
emperor Bafil, the Macedonian, was reduced to 
fue for peace, to offer a ranfom for the captives, 
amd to requeft, in the language of moderation 
and charity, that Chryfocheir would fpsfre his. 
fellow-chriftians, and content himfelf trith a: 
foyal donative of gold and filver and filk gar- 
ments. " If the emperor," replied the infolent 
fanatic, " be defirous of peace, let him abdicate 
•* the Eaft, and reign without moleftation in the 
♦* Weft, If he refufe, the fervants of the LorcJ 
•* will precipitate him from the throne." The 
reluSant Bafil fufpended the treaty, accepted the 
defiance, and led his army into the land of herefy, 
which he wafted with fire and fword. The open 
country of the Paulicians was expofed to the fame 
calamities which they had inflifted ; but when he 
had explored the ftrength of Tephrice, the mul- 
titude of the Barbarians, and the ample maga- 
zines of arms and provifions, he defiflrfed.with a 
figh from the hopelefs fiege. On his Teturn to 
Conftantinople he laboured. By the foundation of 
convents and churches", t6 fecure the /aid of hi* 
celeftial patrons, of Michael the archangel and 
the prophet Elijah } and it wa$ his daily prayer 
that he might live to tranfpierce, with three ar« 
rows, the head of his impious adverfary. Beyond 
his expectations, the wifli was accompUihea^ 

after 
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after a fuGcefeful inraa4, Chryfochfir was fur- chap*. 
prifed and flain in his retreat; and -^he rebeP^ >^,-,4_r 
head was triumphantly pr^fented at the foot of 
the throne^ On tlje Exception of this welcome 
trophy, Bafil inftantly qalled for his bow, dit 
charged three arrows .with unerring aim, and 
accepted the applajufe of the court, who hailed 
the yiftory of the royal archer. With Chryfo* Their de* 
cheir, the • glory : of- tjhe Paulicians faded and 
withered*^; .on the ' fe<;Qnd expedition of the 
emperor, the impregnable Tephrice was deferted 
by the heretics, who fued for mercy or efcaped 
to the bprders. T^ie city was ruined, but the 
fpirit of ,iAd?pendenpe furyived in the mountains; 
this Paulkian^ defen4?d, above ^. century_, their 
religion and liberty, inserted the . Roman limits, 
and maintained their p^^rpetual aljiance with thje 
enemies of the empire and the gofpel. = . 

About the middle of tl^ leighth qentyry, Coq- Their 
ftantine, .furnamed Gopronymus , by; the .wjar* iStto/ihw 
ihippers pf images, had made an expeditioja \v^ ^Jrt^t* 
Armenia, and found, in the citje^ pf MeliljftlQ 
9nd TheodoliopoHs, a great number of Paulicians^ 
his kindred heretics. As a favour or ppniihment, 
he tranfplanted theip from the banl^ of the 
Euphrates to Conftpintinople and Thrai^e ; aad 
by this emigration their dodrine was Introduced 
and diiFufed in Europe ^\ If the fedaries of the 

« — 

20 jMiovjjr^^^ccv^n vowot, n »v^ua-» m? Tc^ptxf); tvetihet* Hpw elegant 
it the Creek tongue, even in the mouth of Cedrenus 1 

^> Copr4^7mus tranfported hA^ rvyysmif heretics i tpd thus nrXftTV^ 
i «4^ff}( lla,v>.iKM}»f^ (ays Cedrenus (p« 463*}> wh» has^ppied the anna^ 
ofThcophwigV . . ,. x., : ... ' 

N 3 metro- 
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CHAP.' metropolis were foon mingled with the pro* 
V,— >r-w mifcuous mafs, thofe of the country (truck a 
deep root in a foreign foil. The Paulicians of 
Thrace refifted the ftorms of perfecution, main- 
tained a fecret correfpondence with their Arme- 
nian brethren, and gave aid and comfort to 
their preachers, who folicited, not without fuc- 
'. cefs, the infant faith of the Bulgarians". la 
the tenth century, they were reftored and mul- 
tiplied by a more powerful colony, which Joha 
Zimifces" tranfported from the Chalybian hills 
to the vallcvs of Mount Haemus. The Oriental 
clergy, who would have preferred the deftruftion, 
impatiently fighed for the ab fence, of the Mani- 
chacans : the warlike emperor had felt and cC- 
teemeid * their valour : their attachment to the 
Saracens was pregnant wiih mifchief ; bur, on 
the fide of the Danube, againft the Barbarians of 
ni'.^ S^^hia; their fervice might be ufeful, and their 
*• » ' Mfs-'wotrld be dcfirable. . Theii- exile in a diftant 
laHd %as Ibftened by a free toleration: the Pauli- 
thM held the city of Philippopolis and the keys 
©f Thracfe ; the Catholics w^re their fubjeSs ; 
the Jacobite emigrants their aflbciatcs : they 
bccupi^d a line of villages and caftles in Macedonia 
and Epinis ; and many native Bulgarians were 
iflbciated to the communion of arms and herefy/ 

»» Petras Siculus, who reiided nine months at Tcphrice (A. D. 870.) for 
the ranfomof captives (p. 7^4. )y was intormed of their intended miffioo, 
and addrcfTed his prefervative, the HiAoria Manicharorum, to the new arch- 
bilhop oi ttw Bulj^ariaiis (p. 7^4.)- 

*S The colony of Patiliciana iifd Jjcdbrtes tranfplimted by John Zimifcef 
(A. D. 970 ) from Arnienia to Thra<%, is mentioned by Zonaris (torn, ii; 
1. xvii. p. ao9,) and Anna Comnena (Alexiad, 1. xiv. f* 450, Ssc*}, 

- • ' ■ • A$ 
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As long as they were awed by power and treated chap. 
with moderation, their voluntary bands were 
diftinguifhed in the armies of the empire'; and 
the courage of thefe do'gsy ever greedy of war^ 
ever thirfty of human blood/ is noticed with 
aftonifliment, and almoft with reproach, -by the 
pufillanirtious Greeks." The fame fpirit rendered 
them arrogant and contumacious : they were 
eafily provoked by caprice or injury; and their 
privileges were often violated by the faithlefe 
bigotry of the government and clergy. In the 
midft'.of the Norman war, two thoufand five 
hundred Manicbseans deferted the ifliandard of 
Alexius Comnenus*** arid' retired ta their native 
homes.* \He diffemblbd till tbp moment of re- 
venge; invited the chiefs to a friendly con- 
ference; .and puniftied the innocent and guilty 
by imprifotiment, confifcataon, and baptifm. Ini 
an interval of peace, the! ehiperor undertook the 
pious office of reconciling them to the church 
and {late : his winter-quarters were fixed at 
Philippopolis ; and the thirteenth apoftle,* as he^ 
is ftyled.by his pious: daughter, confumed whole 
days and, nights in theological controvcrfy. His 
arguriiento were fortified, their obftinacy was 
melted, by i the honours and .rewards which he 
beftowed on the moft eijiinent profelytes; and 
a new city, furrounded with gardens, enriched 
with imniunities, and dignified with his own 

*♦ The Alexikdof AnnaComnena (I. v. p. tji." 1. vi. p. 154, 155. 1. xiv. 
p. 4^0— 457. with the annotations of Ducange) records the tranfad^ions of 
}'er apoftohc father with the Matiichsans^ whofe abeminai^le berefy ihe wai 
(kfirpuk of refuting. 

. N 4 name, 
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CHAP, name, was founded by Alexius, for the refi^ 
dence of his vulgar converts. The imponaut 
ftation of Philippopolis was wrpfted from their 
hands ; the contumacious leaders were fecured 
in a dungccm, or baniftiejd from their cauntry ; 
and their lives were fpare^ by the prudence, ra-. 
ther than the mercy, of an emperor, ai whofe 
command a poor and fplitary heretic ivas burnt 
alive before the church of St. Sbphia ^. But 
the proud hope of eradicating the prejii4ices of 
a nation was fpeedily overturned by the'.invmcible 
seal of the Paulicians, who ceafed to diflemble 
or refufed . to obey. After the cisparture and 
4eath of Ale^icius, they foon refumed' their civil 
and religious laws. In the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, their pope or primate (a ma- 
nifeft corruption) refided on the confines of 
Bulgaria^ Croatia, and Dalmatia, and governed, 
\>y l>is vicars, the filial congregations of Italy 
and Fr4nce*^ From that sera, a minute fcru- 
tiny might prolong and perpetuate the chain of 
traditioa. At the end of the laft age, the k€i 
pr colony ftill inhabited t|ie vallies of mount 
Haemys, where their ignorance and poverty were 
more frequently tormented by the Greinik clergy 
than by the Turkifli government. The modern 
Paulicians haye }oft all memory of their origin; 

^5 Bafli, a monk, and the author of the Bogomilfs, a fe£^ of Gnoftics, 
yrho foqn vani0ied (Anna Comnena, Alexiad, I yv. p. 4S6— 494. Moiheim^ 
Uift. Ecclefiaftica, p. 4«o.)* 

^ Ma(t. Paris, Hift. Maj»r, p. 167. This paflage of ovr EngKff) biAo. 
fianis alleged by Ducange in an excellent note on Viltehardeuin (No s'oS.)^ 
v»ho found the Pauliciant at PbilippopolU the friends of the Bulgariani. 

w4 
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s&d tbeir religion is difgraced by the worflup. of c ha ?• 
ijbe crofs, and the praftice of bloody facrifice, which y^^^^^ 
fofiie captives have imported from the wiids of 
Tartary *'. 

In the Weft, the firft teachers of the Manichaeau Jheirimro* 

' duaion into 

Oology had been repulfed by the people, or fup- Jtaiyand 
prefled by the pripce^ The fayour and fuccefs of 
the PauUcians in the eleventh and twelfth centu- 
ries, fnuft be imputed to the ftrong, though fecret, 
difcontent which armed the xnod pious Cbriftians 
againft the church of Rome. Her avarice was opt 
preffive, her defpotifm odious : lefs degenerate p^r- 
baps than the Greeks in the wprihip of faints an4 
ijgQages, her innovations were more rapid and 
fcandalous : (he^had rigoroufly defined an4 impend 
the dodrine of tramfubftantiatiion : the lives of the 
Latin clergy were more corrupt, and the Kafterji 
biCbops might p^k for the fucceiTors of the apo/ltes^ 
if they were compared with the lordly prelates, 
who wielded by turns the crofier, the fceptre, zn^ 
the fword. Three different roads might intro- 
duce the Paulicians into the heart of Europe. 
After the converfion of Hungary, the pilgrims,' 
ivho vifited Jerufalem might fafely follow the 
courfe of the Danube : in their journey and 
return they pajSed through Philippopolis ; and the 
feftaries, dilguifing their name and hcrefy, might, 
accompany the French or German caravans to 
their refpeftive countries. The trade and dorni*- 
pion of Venice pervaded the coaft of the Adriatic, 
and the hofpitable republic opened her bofom to 

»7 Set MarfigU> Suto Militare deli* ImperQ Otcomano^ j»- ft4* 

3 foreigners 
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c HAP. foreigners of every climate and feligJofi. Und^r 
the Byzantine ftandard, the Pan licians were often 
tranfported to the Greek provinces of Italy and 
Sicily ; in peace and war they freely converfed 
with ftrangers and natives, and' their opinions 
were filently propagated in Rome, Milan, and the 
kingdoms beyond the Alps *'• It was fuon <iifcd-. 
vered, that many thoufand Catholics of every 
rank, and of either fex, had embraced the Mani- 
chaan herefy ; and the flames which confumed 
t^Ji^elve canons of Orleans, was the firft z6t and fig- 
Bal of perfecution. The Bulgarians^ a name fa 
iniioc^nt in its origin, fo odious in its a]:^icarion^ 
fpread. their branches over the face "of Europe. 
United in common hatred of idolatry and Rome, 
tbey were connefted by a form of ^pifcopal and 
prefbyferian government ; their various fe£ls were 
diicriminated by fome fainter or darker fhades of 
theology ; but they generally agreed in the two 
principles, the contempt of the old teftathent, and 

** The introduction office ^aullcians into Italy ai)H France, is amply 
difcufled by Muratori (Antiquitat. Italia medii ^vi, torn. v. diflcrt. Ix- 
p. Si — 1S2.)> and Mo/heim (p- 379— 3^2. 419— 4*2.}- Yet both have 
overlooked a curious pallage o€ Wilfiam the Apulian^who cltaaif defaribii 
them in a battie between the Greeks and Normans, A. p. 1Q49 (in Murar 
tori, Script. Rerum Ital. torn. v. p. 256.); 

Com GrfecJS'aderant, quidein quos peiiimus errofy 
Fef erat amentes, et ab ipfo nomen habebaot. t 

But he is fo ignorant of their dodrine as to make them a kind of Sibellians 
or Patfipafflans. 

. *9 BulgaH^ BoulgnSf Sou^re*, a national appellation,, has been applied fey 
the French as a term of reproach to ufurers and unnatural Tmners. 7'he 
F^eriniy' or Patdini, has heen niade to fignify a fmooth and flattering hypo- 
cfjiip, /n«h »$rjivpc^t Pateiin of* that original and pleafant farce (Ducangf^ 
Gioff. Latinitat. medii et mfimi i£vi ). The Manichaeans were lifcewife 
named Catbari, or the pure, by corruption, Gazariy &c« 

the 
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the denial of rfie body of Chrift, either on the c u a p, ' 
crbfs or in the eucbarift. A confeflion of (imple .— .^.^ 
worfliip and blam'elefs manners is extorted frorri 
their enemies ; and fo high was their ftandard of 
perfeSion, that the increafing congregations were 
divided into two claffes of difciples, of thofe who 
praftifed, and of thofe who afpired. It was in the ^!^^^^^ 
country of the Albigeois '**, in the fouthern pro- bgeoi?, 
vinces of France, that the Paulicians were moft ,400, ic 
deeply implanted ; and the fame viciffitudes of 
martyrdom and revenge which had been difplayccf 
in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, were 
repeated in the thirteenth century on the banks' 6f 
the Rhone. The laws of the Eaftern emperors 
were revived by Frederic the fecond. The infur- 
gents of Tephrice were reprefented by the barons 
and cities of Languedoc : Pope Innocent HI. fut- 
paffed the fanguinary fame of Theodora. It was 
in cruelty alone that her foldiers could equal the 
heroes of the crufades, and the cruelty of her 
][)riefts was far excelled by the founders of the in- 
quifition^'; an office more adapted to confirm, 
than to refute, the belief of an evil principle. 
The vifible aflTemblies of the Paulicians, or Albi- 

30 Of the laws, cmfade, and perfecution againft the Albtgeois, a juft, 
though general idea, U expreffed.by MoftieiiQ (p. 477-^481.). The dctai| 
may be found in the ecclefia^lical hiftorlans, ancient and modern, Catholics 
and ProleftantSj and among thefe Fleury is the moft impartial and mode* 
rsKe* 

1» The Afls (Liber Sententiarum) of the Inqiiifition of Tholoufe {^.D, 
t307«<^i323*) have been publlOied hy Limtxyfcb ( Amftelodaroi, 1692), with 
a previous Hiftory of the InquTfition in general. They deferved a more 
learned and critical editor. As we muft not calumniate even Satan, or Che 
Holy Office, I will obf«rve, that of a lift of criminaii which fills nineteen* ^ 

folio pages, only fiffc^n.mfn and four womtn were delivered to the fecukr 
arm. 1 

i geois. 
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CHAP. «CMS^ ware extirpated by fire amd (word ; and the 
T^^^- , _. ble^ing remnant efcaped by flight, concealment, 
or catholic conformity. But the invincible fpirit 
vhipb tb^y bpd kindle^ fti^I ^i^^d and breathed in 
Uie Weftcrn world. In the ftate, in the church, 
90d even. in the cioifter, a latent fucceflioQ was 
preferved o^ the difciples of St. Paul ; who pro^ 
tefted againil thie tyranny of Rome, embraced the 
bibl^ as the rule of faith, and purified their cre^d 
fjTon^aU the vifipns of the Gnoftic theology. The 
llrugglef .of WkkUff in England, of Hufs in Bo^ 
hf mia, were premature and inefie^tual ; but the 
nsfin^t of Zui^glii^s, Luther, and Calvin, are pro-^ 
Qounced with gratitude as the deliverers of 
nations* , 

cteraaer A. philofopher, who calculate^ the degree of 
quences of the^ merit and the vahne of their reforpiation, will 
ation. **™ prudci^tly aik from wh^t articles of faith, above or 
Q^in/i our 'reafon, they have enfranchifed th4 
Chriftians ; for iuch enfranchif^m^nt is doybtlei^ 
a benefit fo far as it may be compatible with trvtth 
and piety. After a fair difcuffiop we (hall rather 
be (qrprife^ by the timidity^ than fcandalifed by 
tbe freedom, of . out firft r^foriwrs ^*. With the 
Jews, they adopted the belief and defence of all 
xfae Hebrew fa;iptuFe8, wi4b all ntheir prodigies, 
from the garden of £den to the vjfjons of the pro- 
phet Daniel ; aod they were bouod, like the Ca- 
tholics, to juftify againft the Jews the abolition .of 
a divine law. Ii^ the great oiyfteries of the Tri-r 

. a* The opinioBs ani proceodings of the reformers ire expofed in the 
Ctoood part of the general biAory U Morhcim: bat* the bthncey which he 
hniiield with, ib ckar an eye, aoi fe Aeady an hindj|-besiai to ^nclM hi 
iavour of liis Lutheran brethren* • • 
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riity and Incarnation the reformers were fcverely- chap. 
orthodox : they freely adopted the theology of the 
four, or the fir (I fix councils ; and with the Athana- 
fian creed, they pronounced the eternal damnation 
of all who did not believe the Catholic faith. Tran- 
fubftantiation, the invifible change of the bread 
and wine into the body and blood of Chrift, is a 
tenet that may. defy the power of argument and 
pleafantry ; but inftead of confulting the evidence 
of their fenfes, of their fight, their feeling, and 
their tafte, the firft proteftants were entangled in 
their own fcruples, and awed by the words of Jefu» 
in the inftitution of the facrament, Luther main* 
tained a corporeal^ and Calvin a real^ prefence of 
Chrift in the eucharift ; and the opinion of Zuin- 
glius, that it is no more than a fpiritual commu- 
nion, a fimple memorial, has flowly prevailed in- 
t|ie reformed churches ". But the lofs of one 
myftery was amply compenfated by the ftupendous 
doftrines of original fin, redemption, faith, grace, 
and predeftination, which have been ftrained from 
the epiftles of St. Paul. Thefe fubtle queftions 
had moft affuredly been prepared by the fathers 
and fchoolmen;, but the final improvement and 
popular ufe may be attributed to the firft reform- 
ers, who eiiforced them as the abfolute and effen- 
tial terms of falvation. Hitherto the weight of 
(upernatural belief inclines againft the Proteftants ; 

ar Under Edward VI. our rcfcrmation was more b6ld and perfeft : but in 
the fgndamental articles of the church of England, a ftrong and explicit 
^fclaration againft the real prefence was obliterated in the original copy, to 
pleafe the people, or the Lutherans, or Queen Elisabeth ^Burnet*s Hiftory 
of theiUf«Finacion> vol. ii< p. %z, taS. ^oz.j« 

and 
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CHAP, and many a fober Chriftian would rather admit 
that a wafer is Cod, than that God is a cruel and 
capricious tyrant. 

Yet the fervices of Luther and his rivals are folid 
and important ; and the philofopher muft own his 
obligations to thefe fearlefs enthufiafts ^\ I. By 
their hands the lofty fabric of fuperflition, from 
the abufe of indulgences to the interceffion of the 
Virgin, has been levelled with the ground. My- 
riads of both fexes of the monaftic profeffion were 
reftored to the liberty and labours of focial life. 
An hierarchy of faints and angels, of imperfefl: 
and fubordinate deities, w^re flripped of their tem- 
poral power, and reduced to the enjoyment of 
celeflial happinefs : their images and relics were 
bani(hed from the church ; and the credulity of the 
people was no longer nourifhed with the daily 
repetition of miracles and vifions. The iq>itation 
of Paganifm wa^ fopplied by a pure and fpiritual 
worfhip of prayer and thankfgiving, the moft worthy 
of man, the leaft unworthy of the Deity. It only 
remains to obfcrve, whether fuch fublime fimpli^ 
city be confident with popular devotion ; whether 
the vulgar, in the abfence of all vifible^obje&s, 
will not be inflamed by enthufiafm, or infenfibly 
fubfide in languor and indifference. IL The 
xhain of authority was broken, which reftrains the 
bigot from thinking as he pleafes, and the Have 
from fpeaking as he thinks : the popes, fathers; 
and councils, were no longer the fupreme and in* 

34 ** Had it notT>ecn for fuch men as Luther and myfdf,'* fatd the fanatle 
Whifton to Haltcy the philbfopheri <* you would now be kneeling before an 
w image of Sl Winitrcd.^'. 

^lUble 
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fallible judges of the world ; and each ChrHliah ch a p* 
was taught to acknowledge no law but the fcrip- 
tures, no interpreter but his own confcience. This 
freedom, however, was the confequence, rather 
than the defign, of the reformation. The patriot 
reformers were ambitious of fucceeding the tyrants 
whom they had dethroned. They impofed with 
equal rigour their creeds and cbnfeffions ; they 
aflerted the right of the magiftrate to punifli here- 
tics with death. The pious or perfonal animofity 
of Calvin profcribed in Servctus " the guilt of hi$ 
own rebellion '^ ; and the flames of Smithfield, in 
which he was afterwards confumed, had been kin- 
' died for the Anabaptifts by the zeal of Cranmer '^ 
The nature of the tyger was tlie fame, but he was 
gradually deprived of his teeth and fangs. A fpi- 
ritual and temporal kingdom was poflefled by the 

35 The article of Servet in th« DiAionairc Critique of Chauffepi6, 19 the 
beft account which I have fcen Of this ni9meful tranfaflion. See likewife 
the Abb^ d'Arcigry, Nouveaux Memoires d*Hiltoirc, &c. torn. il. p. 55-* 

154. , 

)6 I am more deeply fcandaliftd at the fingle execution of Servetus, thua 
it the hecatombs which hBvc blazed in the Auto da Foi of Spain and Portu* 
gal. 1. The zeal of Calvin ftems to have been envenomed by perfonal 
malice, and perUaps envy. He accufed his adverfary brfore their common 
enemies, the judges of Vienna,-^nd betrayed, for his deftrudtioni the facred 
trufl of a private corr«fpondence. x. The deed of cruelty was not varniih«d 
by the prttence of danger to the church or Aate- in his paflage through 
Geneva, Servetus was an harmlefs ftranger, who neither preached, nor 
printed^ nor made profelytes. 3. A Catholic inquifitor yields the fatnc 
obedience which he requires, but Caivln violated the golden rule of doin^ 
as he would be done by \ a rule which 1 read in a moral treatife of Ifocra^ct 
(in Nicole, tom.i. p. 93 edit. Hatfe), four hundred years hefors tue pub- 
Ikation of the gofpeL *A itacx<iVfH f*?' sripy ofy*^Kr3«, TuvTa rui 

37 See Burnet, vol. il. p. 84.-«~86> The fenfe and humanity of the young 
king w«rc oppreflcd by the authority of tine primate. 

Roman 
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CHAP. Roman pontiff : the Proteftant doftors were fub-^ 

LIV* 

jcfts of an humble rank, without revenue or jurif- 
diftion. His decrees were confecrated by the anti- 
quity of the Catholic church : //&^/r arguments and 
difputcs were fubmitted to the people ; and their 
appeal to private judgment was accepted beyond 
their wiflies, by curiofuy and enthufiafm. Sinca 
the days of Luther and Calvin, a fecret reform- 
ation has been filently working in the bofom of the 
reformed churches ; many weeds of prejudice were 
eradicated ; and the difciples of Erafmus '* diffufed 
a fpirit of freedom and moderation. The liberty 
of confcience has been claimed as a common benefit, 
ah inalienahje right '* : the ' free governments of 
Holland ^ and England *' introdi^^ed the pradic€ 
of tbleration ; and the narrow allowance of the 
laws has been enlarged by the prudence and hu- 
manity of the times. In the exercife, the mind 
has underftood the limits of its powers, and the 



i 



?8 Erafmus may be confidered as the father of rational theo'ogy. Aftet 
a dumber of an hundred years, it was revived bjrthe Armini^ns of Holland^ 
Grotius, Limborch, and Le Clerc •. in England by Chillingworth, the laci- 
tudinarians of Cambridge (Burnet, Hift. of own Times, vol. i. p. a6i<** 
268. o6Uvo edition), Tillotfon, Clarke, Hoadky, &c. 

39 1 am forry to obfcive, that the three writers of the laft age, by whom 
the rights of toleration have been fo nobly defended, Bayle, Leibnitz, and 
Locke, are all laymen and philofophers. 

40 See the excellent chapter of Sir William Tempk on the religion of the 
United ProvrnC<&s. I am not fatisfied with Grotius (de Rebus Belgicis, 
Annal. I. i. p. 13, 14. edit, in i2mo), wh« approves the Imperial laws of 
perfecution, and only condemns the bloody tribunal of the inquifition. 

41 Sir William Black(lone (Commentaries, vollv. p. 33, 54.] explains 
ftit law of England as it was fixed at the Revolution. The cxceptipns of 
Papifts, and of thofe who deny the Trinity, would ftill leave a tolerable fcope 
for perfect] tion^ if the national fpirit were not more cfT^pdual tlian an 
hundred ilatates. 

wordsj 
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words and fhadows that mieht amufe the child can crap. 
no longer fatisfy his manly reafon. The volumes 
of. controverfy a/e overipread with cobwebs : the 
doflrine of a Proteftant t:hurch is far removed 
from the knowledge or belief of its private mem- 
bers } and the forms of orthodoxy, the articles of 
faiih^ are fubfcribed with a figh or a fmile by the 
modern clergy. Yet the friends of Chriftianity 
are alarmed at the boundlefs impulfe of inquiry 
and fcepricifm. The predictions of the Catholics 
are accompUflied : the web of myftery is un* 
ravelled by the Arminians, Arians, and Sociaians^ 
whofe numbers mud not be computed from their 
feparate congregations ; and the pillars of revela* 
tion are (haken by thofe men who preferve the 
name without the fubdance of religion^ who ia» 
dulge^ the l^sence without . the temper . of philo* 
fophy**. 

4^ I diallrecommfrid to public a«imaclveriion two paffagcs in Dr Prieftley, 
whicb foetniy (he ultimate tendency of htn opinidbe. At the UtA of theft 
(Hift. of the Corruptions of Chrlflianity, vol. 1. p. 975, 276-} the prkil» 
at she fecond (vol. ii. p. 4840^he fDa^'ftraUi may Jtrcmhle I 
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CHAP. LV. 

t 

t 

The Bulgarians. ^-^Origin^ Migrations^ and Settlement 
of the Hungarians. — Their Inroads in the Eajl and 

'" Weji. — The Monarchy of RuJ/ia.-^Geographj and 
Trade. — Wars of the Ruffians againfi the Greek 
Empire. — XJcnveffiiin of the Barbarians. 

^ ^ A p. TjNBER the feign of Conftantine the grand- 
' ' fon of HeracHus, the ancient barrier of the 
Danube, fo often violiated and fo often rcftored, 
Was irretrievably fwept away by a new deluge of 
Batbafians. Their prbgrefs was favoured by the 
califihs, ' thdr unknown and accidental auxiliaries t 
the Roman legions were -occupied in Afia; and 
after the lofs of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the 
Casfars were twice reduced to the danger and dif- 
^race of defending their capital again!):, the Sara- 
cens.' If, in the account of this interefting people^ 
I have deviated ffpm the ftrid and original line 
of my undertaking, the merit of the fubjedl will 
hide my tranfgreffion or folicit my excufe* In 
the Eaft, in the Weft, in war, in religion, in fcience 
in their profperity, and in their decay, the 
Arabians prefs themfelves on our curiofity: the 
firft overthrow of the church and empire of the 
Greeks may be imputed to their arms ; and the 
difciples of Mahomet ftill hold the civil and reli- 
gious fceptre of the Oriental world. But die 
fame labour would be unworthily beftowed on the 
4warms of favages, whoj between the fe^enth and 

'^'' 'the 
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the twelfth century, defcended from the plains of c ha p, 
Scythia, in tranfient inroad or perpetual emigra- ^.^^- ^ 
tion \ Their names are uncouth, their origins 
doubtful, their adions obfcure, their fuperftition 
was blind, their valour brutal, and the uniformity 
of their public and private lives was neither foftened 
by innocence nor refined by policy. This 
majefty of the Byzantine throne ITepelled ^nd fur- 
vived their diforderly attacks ; the greater pwt of 
thefe Barbarians has difappeared without leaving 
any memorial of their e:^iftence,. and the defpicable 
remnant continues, and may long continue, to 
groan under the dominion of a foreign tyrant. 
From the antiquities of, L Bulgarians^ II. Hunga^ 
rians^ and III. Ruffians^ I ihall content myfelf 
' ivith feleding fuch fad:s as yet deferve to be re# 
membered. The conquers of the^ IV. Normans; 
and the monarchy of the, V. Turk^, will natu* 
rally terminate in the memorable Crufades to the 
Holy Land, and the double fall of the city and 
empire of Conftantine. 

In his march to Italy, Theodoric * the Oftro- EmigmtioQ 
goth bad trampled on the arms of the Bulgarians, glrlansf "^* 
After this defeat, th^ name and the nation are loft ^ ^- ^'^^^ 
durmg a century and an half; and it may be fuf- 
pefted that the fame or a fimilar appellation was 

I All the paHTages of the Byzantine hi (lory which relate to the Barbarians, 
are compiled, methodifed^ and tranfcribed, in a Latin verfion> by the labo- 
jiQua John Gotthelf Stritter> in his"^' Memoriae Popuiorum ad DanQbium* 
pontum £uxinuni» Paludem MKotidem, Caucafum» Mare Cafpium, et inde 
magit ad Sep^mtriones incolemium.** Petropoli. 1771— Z779> in four tomes, 
or ilx volames, in V^. But the faihion has not enhanced the price of thefe 
raw materials. « 

O a revived 
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revJycd by ftrange colonies from the Boryfthtaes, 
the Tanais, or the Volga* A king of the ancient 
Bulgaria^ bequeathed to bis five Tons a laft leflbn 
of moderation and concord. It was received as 
youth has ever received the counfels of age and 
escperiehce ; the five princes buried their father ; 
divided his fubje£is and cattle } forgot his advice ; 
feparated from each other ; and wajidered ib quell 
bf fortune, till we find the mod adventurous in 
the heart of Italy, under the protedion of the ex<- 
arch of Ravenna \ But the ftream of emigration 
was direfted or impelled towards the csipitah Tht 
modem Bulgaria^ along the fouthern banks of the 
Danube, was (lamped with the name and iunagt 
which it has retained to the prefent hour : the ne^ 
oonifuerors fucoeffively acquired, by vi^ar or treaty^ 
the Roman provinces of Dardania^ Theffaty, and 
the two Epirus' * ; the ecclefiaftical foptietnftcy was 
tranilated ftoni the native city of Juftihian; and, 
in their profperous age, the obfcure towH of Lych- 
nidus, or Achrida, was honoured with 'the tbtotit 

• r 

% 

i Theoplwnet, p. Z96— 299. AnaftaTm*, p. ilj. Ni^v^rtts, O. P. 
p. 22, 23. Th'cophanes places the old Bulgaria on the banks of the Atell or 
Volga J but he deptlves bimiUf 6f all gcos;raphical tredit by d(fch*rg|iiis rtiK 
rWer into the Euxine S6a. 

♦ Paul. Pracon. de Geftis Langobard. I. v. c. A9. p. 88i» 8S2. Thcftp<- 
parent difference between the Ltftnbard hiftorian aitd tiie abo^c-Rtcn^ootftf 
Greeks, is eafily reconciled by Camillo Fellegrtno (de Oucatd Bencvemano, 
diflferi. vii in the Scriptoi-es Rerum Ital. torn, v. pri86, 187.) and ffei^tti 
(Ch^rograph.4tan»raedii/E>^i, p. 273, &c.). ThU Boipriaii a>toity^ wai 
planted in a vacant diftria of Samnium, and learned the Latio» Irtthduc for» 
gjCiting thoir native language. 

^ 5 Thefe provinces of the Creek idiom and empire, arc tlfliiSned to the 
Bulgarian kingdom in the dilpate of eoclefiaftical jurjfdiaion between -the 
patriafchs of Rome and Conftantinoplc (Baroaius, AnnaL £cd«f. A.O.i6^» 

NO .;50, 
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of a king and a patriarch*. The \inqutftlonabIe chap. 
cvidfince of language attefts the defcent of the Bui- 
garians-ffom the origirial flock of the Sclavonian, 
or more properly Stavonian race ■ ; arid th6 kindred 
bands of Servians, Bofnians, Rafciai;!?,' Croatians, 
Wabchians *, &c. followed either the ftandard or 
the diampk of the leading tribe. From the Euxine 
to the Adriatic, in the ftate of captives of fubjefts, 
or aHies'or enemies, of the Greek empife, they 
oveHpread the land J and the national appellation 
of the SLAVES * has been degraded by chance or 
malice from the fignification of- glory to that of 
fcrvItude*^ Among thefc colonies, the Ghroba- 

' tians, 

6 The fituation and royalty of JLy^itidus, or Achrida, are clearly cx- 
preflecf in C^tdicnus (p. 713). The reiiioval cf an archbifhop or patriarch 
from JuftinUnea prima, to Lychnidos, af^d at length to Ternovo, has pro- 
duced ibme perpleirity in tiie ideas or language of the Greeks (Mirepborus 
GregoraSy 1- ii. c a. p. 14, 1$. Thomaflin, Dtfcipline de TEglife, tern. i. 
1. i. c 19.23.'; and aFrenchnnan (d*Anville) is more accurately (killed in 
the geography of their own country (Hiil. de TAcadeniie des Jnfcriptions^ 
torn. xxxi.). / 

7 Chalcocondylesy a competent ju^ge, affirms the identity of the language 
of the Dalmatians, Bofni^ms^ Servians, Bu/garianSf Poles (dc Rebus Turcicis, 
I. X. pf '^S;.)* ^0^ ellewhere of the Bohemians (1. ii. p. }?.)• '^^^ (nme 
author has ma-ked the ftparate Idiom of the Hunsrarians. 
' S See the woFk of John Chriftopher de Jordan, de Originibu; ScUvicis> 
Vindo|)OfiCy 1745, in four parts, or- two volumes in foiio. -Hh collisions 
and refearchcs are ufeful to elucidate the antiquities of Bohemia and the 
adjacent countries; but his plan is narrow, his Ityle barbarous, his criticifin 
Ihallow, and the Aulic counfell(>r is not free from the preju'dices of a B«» 
tienriian« 

9 Jordan fuKfcVibes to the well known and probable derivation from Slatfap 
Uust gloria, a word of familiar uie in the d flftrent dialers and parts of 
fpeech, and whiet) forms the termination of the mofl illutlrious names (de 
Originibus Sclavicis, p)rs i. p. 40. p.>.r8 iv. p. lor, loxO- 

10 This converfion of a national into an appellative name appears to haw 
ftriien in the viti^i* century, in tfie Oriental; Prance, where the princes and 
biih^pft w^fc ^^^^ ^^ Sclavooian captives, not of the Bohemian (exclaims 

O 3 Jordan), 



t^S THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, tians", 6r Croats, who; now attend the morions of 
._ ^^Ai_r an Auilrian army, are the defcendants of a mighty 
Croats or people, thC conqueroFs and fovcreigns of Dalmatian 
ofDaimatia, The maritime cities, and of thefe the infant rc- 
&:. ' ^^°' public of Ragufa, implored the aid and inftruc- 
tions of the Byzantine court: they were advifed 
by the magnanimous Baiil to referve a finalb ac- 
knowledgment of their fidelity to the Roman em* 
pire, and tct appeafe, by an annual tribute, the 
wrath of thtfe irrefiftible Barbarians. The king- 
dom, of Croatia was ihared by ehven Zoupans^ or 
feudatory lords ; and their: united forces were 
numbered at fixty thoufand horfe and oue hundred 
thoufand foot. A long fea-coaft, indented with 
capacious harbours, covered with a (Iring of iflands, 
and almoft in fight of the Italian fhores, difpofed 
both the natives and flrangers to the praftice of 
navigation. The boats or brigantines of the Croaff 
were conftrufted after the fafliion of the old Libur- 
^nians: one hundred and eighty veflTels may excite 
the idea of a refpeftable navy ; but our feamen 
will fmile at the allowance of ten, or twenty, or 
forty, men for each of thefe fhips of w^r^ They 
were gradually converted to the more honourable 
fervice of cpmmerce j yet the Sclayonian pirates 

Jordan), bvt of SofabUn race. Frpm thence the Word was extended to 
%^ general ufe, to the modern languages, and even to the Ayle of the laft By. 

^antincs (fee the Creek and Latin Gloflaries of Du Cange). The CQofufion 
/ot the Si^^oty or Servians, with the Latin Servu was iliil more for* 
runate and familiar (Cooftant. Porphyr. de adminiftrando ^i^perio, c. ja* 
p. 99.). 

. " The emperor Conftantine P«rphyrogenitus» nnoft acci^te for bis own 
times, moft fabulous ipr preceding a<j;cs» def^^ribcs the Sckypnians o£ Dal* 
m^^tia (c. ^9— 3^). 

were 
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ipcre flill' fri^qufent and dangerous; and It was iiot c-h-aiPO 
before the plofe of the. tepth. century that the free- .^ . -^l^ . 
dom and fovereignty pf the Gulf were efFeAually 
vindicated by the Venetian republic '*. The an- 
ceftors . of thjsfe Palnjatian kings were equally re* 
moved; from the ufe and abufe of navigation : they 
dwelt in the Whitp Croat^ia, in the inland regions 
of Silefia and Little Ppland, thirty days* journey, 
according, ^o the Qr^elj: computation, frora.theifea 
ofdc^rknefe. - 

The glory erf" the; Bulgarians 'V was confined to firftking- 
a narrow fcope both of tiipe and placet In the Boi«^i^i^ 
ninth and tenth centuries, ithey reigned' to the 54^^017. 
ibuth of the Danube ; but the more powerful na* 
tions that h;ad followed tJieir cQiigration, repelled 
all return to the north aijid all progrefs to the weft. 
Yet, in the obfcure catalogue of their exploits^ 
they might boaft an honour which had hitherto, 
been . appropriated to the Goths; that ofjQaying- 
in battle oije of the fucceffors of Auguftm and 
Gonft^tin^* . The emperor Nicephorus, ^had loft- 
Ijis famq in the Arabian, he loft his lifp in,tb^^ 
Sclavoni^n, fWar. In his firft operations, he ad*^ 
vanced with .boldnefs and fuccefs into the centre- 
of Bulgaria, , and burnt the royal court ^ which xfSLS. 
probably xjio more than an edifice and village of 

*t* Seethe anonymous Chronicle of the xi** century, afcribcd to John 
SiigonuniK, f>. 94— Boa. and that compofed in the xiv'<' by the Do^g Anditevv . ^ ^ 
D|tndolo (Script. .Rerujg[| Ital* topo.^^ii* p. 227— 2 go.]) the two oldest mo* ^V . ^^ 
iMimcms of the hi (lory of Venice. - .-. , :j 

x| The firft kingdom of the Bulgarians may be found, under the proper 
dates, in the Ahnais of Cedrenusand Zonaras. The Byxanttne matcfiMs 
•re coUcfted ' by Strittcr (Memori« Populorum, torn. ii. pars ii. p. 44ii*-*^ 
647.); and the feriesof their kings is difpofed and fettled by Bu Cange (Fam 
Byxant* p» 305— jrl.)- 

O 4 timber. 
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CHAP, dcnbcn But, while he fearched the fpml and re- 
■_,f-^^ ,. fufed all offers of treaty, his enemiea colletled 
their fpirits and their forces : the paffes of retreat 
were infuperably barred ; and (he trembling Nice- 
phorus was heard to exclaim : ^^ Alas, alas ! unkfs^ 
*' we could affume the wii^gg of birdfi, we cannoc 
•' hope to efcape.** • Two days he waited his fate 
in the inaftivity of defpair ; but, on the mornings 
of the third, the Bulgarians furprifed the camp ; 
and the Roman prince, with the great- officers of 
the empire, were flaught^red- in their tentjs. The 
>^D. tss. body of Valens had been faved from infult ; but 
the bead of Nicephorus was expofed on a fpear, 
and his (ktill, enchafed with gold, was often re« 
plenifhed in the feafts of victory. The Greeks 
bewailed the difhonotir of the throne ; but ihey 
acknowledged the jufl: punifliment of avarice and 
eruelty. This favage ciip was deeply tinftured 
with the manners of the Scythian wiidjernefs ; but 
they were foftened before the end of the fame 
century by a peaceful intercourfe with the* Greeks, 
the poffcffion^f a cultivated region, and the intro*» 
dudlion of the Chriftian worftiip. The nobles of 
Bulgaria were educated in the fchools and palace 
of Conftantinople ; and iSrmeon **, a youth of the 
royal litie, was inftruAed in the rhetoric of De* 
mofthenes and the logic of Ariftoile. He relia- 
A.D. quifhed the profeiCon of a monk for that of a king 
oTglll* 2iJ^d warrior ; and in his reign, of more than forty 

f4 Simeorem femi-Crsipcum efle aicbant^ t^quoci a pueritti Bjrzautii Dc* 

iDOHhenis rhct<M'icaiT} ct Arfioctiia fyllo^ifmos didiccrar. Liut^rand, 1. iiu 

' (» 8. He fay^ in another }.lacc, Simeon, fottis heilator, Bulj^ana |>rs€rat ^ 

yew«. 
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years,' Bulgaria aflumed a rank among the civilized c ha f. 
powers of the earth. The Greeks, whom he 
repeatedly atracked, derived a fainr confolation from 
indulging themfVlves in the reproaches of perfidy 
and facrilege. They purchafed the aid of the Pa- 
gan Turks ; but Simeon, in a fecond battle, 
redeemed the lofs of the firftj at a time when it was 
efteemed a viftory to elude the arms of that for- 
midable nation. The Servians were overthrown, 
made captive, and difpierfed ; and thofe who vilired 
the country before their reftotation could difcover 
no more than fifty vagrants, without women or 
children, who extorted a precarious fubfiftence 
from the chace. On claflic ground, on the bank^ 
of the Achelous, the Greeks were defeated ; their 
horn was broken by the ftrength of the barbaric 
Hercules '*. He formed the fiege of Conftantino- 
ple; and* in a perfonal conference with the em- 
peror, Simeon impofed the conditions of peace. 
They met with the moft jealous precautions : the 
royal galley was drawn clofe to an artificial and 
D^ell-fortified platform ; and the majefty of the 
purple was emulated by the pomp of the Bult^a- 
tian. " Are you a Chriftian ?'* faid the hur.r'ole 
Rom'anus ; ** It is your duty to abftain from the 
*^ blood of your fellow-chriltians. Has the thirft 
•* of riches feduced you from the bleffings of 
peace? Sheath your fword, bpon your hand, 
and 1 will latiate the utmolt meafure of your 
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Pom tentt, inf'-ef;!! tiun^&que I f>Onu re'vtllit. 
Ovid (Mctamurpi). ix. i— >ico.) tia» boldly pamtcd tbc oomhat of the 
nvqr-sod ao4 tbc bcfo | the nauve and Uk iUaugcr. 

•* defires.** 
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c. H A P. ^. defires.** The reconciliation was fealed by a 
v«i»*vw domeflic alliance j the freedom of trade was granted 
or reftared ; the firft honours of the court were 
fecured to the friends of Bulgaria, above the am- 
hafladors of enemies of ftrangers '^ ; and her 
*c. * ^^^* princes were dignified with the high and invidious 
title of bafdeus^ or emperor. But this friendfliip 
was fpon difturbed: after the death of Simeon, the 
nations were again in arms ; his feeble fuccefibrs 
were divided and extinguiflied ^ ,and, in the begin* 
»ing of the eleventh century, the fecond Bafil, who 
Wfis born in the purpl^, deferved the appellation of 
conqueror of the Bulgarians* His avarice was in 
(bmemeafure gratified by. a treafure of four hundred 
thoufand pounds ilerling (ten thoufand pounds 
weight: of gold), which h^ fo^nd in the palace of 
Lychnidus* His cruelty infii^cd a cool and exqui- 
iite vengeance on fifteen tjioufand captives who 
bad been guilty of the defence of their country ; 
they were deprived of figh^ ; but to one of each 
hundred a fingle eye was left, that he might condud 
his blind century to the prefence of their king» 
Their king is faid to^have expired of grief and 
horror ; the nation^ was awed by this terrible ex- 
ample ; the Bulgarians were fwept away from 
their fettlements, and circumfcribed within a nar- 



i6 The ambaifador of Otho was provoked by the Greek exceficsy cum 
C^n^ophori filium Petrus Coigarorum VafiUui conjugem duceret> Spafhma^ 
id<ft cdnfonantia, (cripto Juramento firmau funt, ut omnium gentium ApfiJ" 
tolis^ id cltnunciis, penei nos Buigaiorum ApoAolipiicponantur, honortntur, 
di.igantur (Liuiprand in Legationej p. 48ft.)* ^<^^ ^^c Ceremoniale of Con- 
ftantmc of Porphyrogcnitub, torn. i. p. 8a. torn. ii. p. 429^ ^%o,.^y^ 435. 
44 )f 444* 44^> 447* ^^^^ ^^^ anaotations of Rtiike* 

row 
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row province; the furviving chiefe bequeathed to. crap.' 
their children the advice of patience and the duty ^ , -^A t_ f 
of revenge. *. 

IL When the black fwarm of Hungarians firft ^."!'^**'?* 

_ • ofihcTurkt 

hung over Europe, about nine hundred years after <>.«■ Hunga- 
the Chriilian 3cra, they were 'miftaken by fear and a! o, S84. 
fuperftition for the Gog and Magog of the (crip- 
tures, the figns and forerunners of the end of 
the world '^ Since the introduQion of letters,- 
they have explored their own antiquities with -a 
ftropg and laadajt>le impulfe of patriotic curiofity '^ 
Their rational criticifin can no longer be amufed 
¥fiih a vain pedigree of Attila and the Huns :. 
but they complain that their primitive record^ 
have periflied in the Tartar war; that the truth 
Qr fi£tion of their ruftic fongs is long fince for<> 
gotten ; and that the fragments of a rude chro<« 
nicle'^ muft be painfully reconciled with the 

CQXIt 



17 A bi{hop of Wurtzbursh fubmitted this opinion to a reverend abbot; 
but lie more gravely decided, that Gog and Magog were the fpiritual perfe- 
cutors of the church j fince Oog fignifietf the root, the pride o^the Hetefi-. 
archs^ and Magog virhat comes from the roof> the propagation of their 
fc<9s. Yet thefe men once commanded the refpedt of mankind (Fleury^ 
Hift, Ecclef. toni. xi. p. 594» &c.). 

'^ The two national autliors, from whom I have derived the mod affift- 
?ncc, are George Pray (Diflertationes ad Annaies vcterum Hun^arorum, 
^c. Vindobonae, 1775* io folio)^ and Stephen Katona (Hift. Critica Du- 
CumetRegum Hungaris ftirpis Arpadianae, Paeftini, 1778—1781, 5 vols, 
in o£iavo). The firft embraces a large and often conjc^ural fpace ; the 
latter, by his learning^ judgment, and perfpicuity, deferves the name of a 
•ritical hiftorian. ." ^ 

»9 The author of this Chronicle Is ftyled the notary of king Bela. Ka- 
tona has afligned him to the xii^'* century, and defends his charafler againft 
the hypercriticifm of Pray. This rude annalift muft have tranfcribed fome 
Morical records^ iiAce he could affirm with dignity^ reje^is falds fabulis 

rufticorum^ 
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^\v contemporary though ' foreign intelligence of the 
Imperial geogi^apher **. Magiar is the natidnal 
and Oriental denomination of the Hungarians ^ 
but, among- the tribes of ScytHia, they are dif- 
tinguifted by the Greeks undet the proper ^tid 
{>ecjuHar name of Turks^ ^s the defcendants of 
that mighty pdople who had conquered and reigned 
from China t6 the Volga. The Parinonian colony 
preferved a ' correfpondence of trade and amity 
^ith theeaftern- Tiwfcs oh the confines of Perfiai ; 
and after a feparation of three hundred and fifty 
years, the miffionaries of the king of Hungary 
difcovered and vifited their ancient j C9untry li^ 
the banks of th^ Volga.' They were hofpitably 
entertained by a people of Pagans and Savaged 
who ftili bore the name of Hungarians ; converfed 
in their native tongue, recollefted a tradition 'of 
their long-loft brethren, and Ijftened with amaaeu 
ment to the marvellous tale of their new kingdom 
and religion. The zeal of converfion was ani«* 
mated by the intereft of confangtiinity ; anfd 
one of the greateft of their princes ^had formed 
the generous, though fruttlefs, defign of reple* 
niihing the folitude of Pannonia by this domeftic 

ruilicorum, ct garrulo cantCl jocolatorum. In the xv^** century, thefb 
fables were coUedted by Tliui;otZ:usy and embelUfhed by the Italian Bon. 
fioius. Ste the Preliminary Difcourfe in the Hid. Critica Ducunn> p. 7— 

«o See Conftantine de Admlnillrando Imperio, c. 3, 4. 13. 38^.4^, 
K^tona has nicely fixed the compofition of this work to the years 94^^ 
95O1 951 (p«4^7»)« The critical hiAorian.(p. 34— 107.) cndeavouis t<i 
prove . the exigence, and to relate the actions, of a firft duke uilmui^ the 
father of Arpad^ wbo is tacitly rejedled by Conft^min*. 

. colony 
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coldny from the heart of Tartary ". From this c H a ^. 
primitive country they were driven to the Weft 
by the tide of war and emigration, by the weight 
of the more diftant tribes, who at the fame time 
were fugitives and conquerors. Reafon or fortune 
direded their conrfe towards the frontier^ of the 
Roman, empire ; they halted in the ufual ftations 
along the banks of the great rivers ; and in the 
territories of Mofcow, Kiow, and Moldavia, fome 
veftiges have been difcovered of their temporary 
xefidence. In this long and various peregri- 
aation, ch^y could not always efcape the dominion 
<>f the ftroTiger ; and the purity of their blood 
!Svas improved or fullied by the mixture of a 
foreign raoe ; from a motive of compulfion ot 
thoice, feveral tribes of the Chazars were aflbci- 
%ted to the ftandard of their ancient vaflals ; in- 
troduced the ufe of a fecond language; and 
•obtained by their fuperior renown the moft ho- 
nourable place in the front of battle. The mifi- 
lary foipce of the Turks and their allies marched 
in feven equal and artificial divifions ; each 
divifion was formed .of thirty thoufand eight 
hundred and fifty-feven warriors^ and the pro- 
portion of women, children, and fervants, fuppofes 
and requires at leaft a million of emigrants* 
Their public counfels were direfted by feven 
v^yvodsj or hereditary chiefs ; but the experience 
of difcord and weaknefs recommended the more 
iimple and vigorous adminiftration of a fingle 

»t Pray (Diflcrt. p. 37— 39» 4fC.) produces and illoftratcs the original 
^aflasec «f the Hungarian miflionaries, Bonfinius and i£neas Slhius. 

2 perfon. 
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CHAP, pcrfon. The fceptre, which had been declined 
by the modefl: Lebedius^ tras granted to the 
birth" or merit of Almus and his fon Arpad, and 
the authority of the fupreme khan of the Ohazaf s 
confirmed the engagement of the prince and 
people ; of the people to obey his commands, 
of the prince to confult their happinefs and 
glory. 

ThcirFcn- With thls narrative we might be reafonably 
content^ if the penetration of modem learning 
had not opened a new and larger profpect of 
the antiquities of nations. The Hungarian lan« 
guage {lands alone, and, as it were, infulated, 
among the Sclavonian diale£ls ; but it bears m 
clofe and clear affinity to the idioms of the Fennic 
rac«*% of an obfolete and favage race, whurh 
formerly occupied the northern regions of Afia 
and Europe. The genuine appellation of Dgri 
or Igours is found on the weftern confines of 
China*'; their migration to the banks of the 
Irtiih is attefted by Tartar evidence^} a fimilar 

■ 

. 2^ Fifcher, in the Qusftlones Petropolltanae de Qrlglne Ungroruniy wd 
Pray, DiiTcrtat. i, n, iii. Sec, have drawn up feveral comparative tables of 
the Hungarian with the Fennic dialeAs. The affinity is indeed ftrUcing, 
jbut the lifts are Oiort ; the words are purpofely cbofen ; and I read in the 
learned Bayer (Conninent* Academ. Petropol. torn. x. p« 374* )i thaky al- 
though the Hungarian has adopted many Fennic words (innumeris voctes)» 
it cffeotially diner's toto g«nio et natur^. 

ai In the region of Turfan, which is clearly and minutely described by 
the Chinefe geographers (Caubil. Hift. du Grand Cengifcan, p« 13, j Dc 
Cuignesy Hift. dcs Huns^ torn. ii. p. 31, &c.). 

44 Hift. Genealogiquc des Tartars, par Abulghazi Bahadur KIoii, 
partie U* p* go^^%» 

» .. • . • 

name 
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name and language are detefted in the fouthem c ha k 
parts of Siberia *' ; and the remains of the Fennic 
tribes are widely, though thinly, fcattered from 
the fources of the Oby to the fhores of Lapland *^ 
The confanguinity of the Hungarians and Lap- 
landers would difplay the^ powerful energy of 
climate on the children of a common parent; 
the lively contraft between the bold adventurers, 
who are intoxicated with the wines of the Danube, 
and the wretched fugitives who arc immerfed 
beneath the fnows of the polar circle. Arms 
and freedom have ever been the ruling, though 
too often the unfuccefsful, pafGon of the Hun- 
garian^, who are. endowed by nature w)th a 
vigorous conftitution of foul and body*'. Ex- 
treme cold has diminiflied the ftature and con- 
gealed the faculties of the Laplanders ; and the 
Arftic tribes, alont among the fons of men, are 
ignorant of war, and unconfcious of human 



*5 In their journey to Pckin, both lArand Ives (Harris's CoUeftlon 
of Voyages and Travels, vol. ii. p. 920, 911.) and Bell (Travels, voi. f.' 
p. 174.) found the Vogulitz in th neighbourhood of Tobollky. By the 
tortures of the etymological art, Ugur and Vogul are reduced to the fame" 
narpc j the circumjacent mountains really bear the appellation of Ugrian •- 
and of all the Fcnnio dialefts, the Vogulian-k^e neareft to the Hungarian 
(Filclier, Difl^t. i, p. 10—30. Pray, Diffcrt. ii. p. 31— i4)- 

«* The eight tribes of the Fennic race are deicribcd in the curious wotte 
of M. Uveque (Hift. des Peuplcs foumis a la Domination de la Ruffie» 
V^om. i. p. 361— ^i.)« 

* 

*7 This piaure of the Hungarians and Bulgarians is chiefly drawn from 
the Taaics of Leo, p. 796^801. and the Latin Annals, which arc aikgedt 
by Baronius, Pagi, and Mufatori, A. D. %%^p &«• 
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blood : an happy ignorance, if rcafon and virtue 

were the guardians of their peace ** ! 

It u the oblervation ot the Imperial author bf 

tbcHunga. the Tactics '*, that all the Scythian herds refem* 

, Boiwanans, Wed cach Other in, iheir paftoral and military 
A^D.900, iji^^ ji^j^j jjjgy j^jj prjaftifed the fame means of 

fubfiftence, and employed the fame inftrumcnts 
of deftruftion. But he adds, that the two na* 
tions of Bulgarians and Hungarians were fuperior 
to their brethren^ and fimilar to each other, in 
the improvements, however rude, of their difci* 
phne and government ; their vifible likenels de- 
termines Leo to confound h s friends and enemies 
t& one common defcription ; and the pi£lure 
may be heightened by fome ftrokes from their 
contemporaries of the tenih century. Except 
the merit and fame of military prowefs, all that 
is valued by mankind appeared vile and con* 
temptible to theie BarbaiianSy whofe native fierce* 



*S Buflbn, Hi((. Naturrlle, torn. v. p. 6. In timo, GuAavus Aclolphns 
attempted, without- fuvcefs, ^o form a regiment ot Laplanders. Giciiii|ft 
faysof thefc Ardic tribes', anna, rcu;^, et pharetra, fed adverrus feras ( AnoaL, 
X. iv, p. 236- ) $ and auempts, after tiie manntr of Tacitu&» to vaioiih with 
phiiofophy their brutal ignorauce. 

»9 Leo has obfcrvcd, that the government of the Turks was monarchical, 
and thattneir punhhmTit^ were rigorcas (Ta^ic p. S96 avwiig Koupm* 
f|Mi()« Rhegino (in Chron. A« D S89.) nfitntiom thtlt vs a ia,»fta| 
crime, and his j.urifprudence i»conlnrmtd by rhe original code of St. htc^ctt 
(A. D. loib.)* ^f ^ ^'*^^ wc'^<^ guilty, he was cha(li(ed, for the firAtiaoc^ 
^ith the loft of his nofe, or a fint oi five heifers 5 for the ftcond, with the 
2o(^ Of his ears, or a fimilar fire 5 for the th.rd, with death; which the' 
fretroaii <»id not mcurtiUche fourth offence, as his firfl penalty was tht 
Ib(s ^f liberty (Katooa, Hift. Regum Hangar, torn. i. p. ajf^ s^x.)* 

^ nefs 
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nefs was (Hmulated by the conrcioufnefs of num- chap. 
bers and freedom. The tents of the Hungarians ^^' 
were of leather, their garments of fur ; they 
fliaved their hair and fcarified their faces: in 
fpeech they were flow, Jn adion prompt, in 
treaty perfidious; and they (hared the common 
reproach of Barbarians, too ignorant to conceive 
the importance of truth, too proud to deny or 
palliate the breach of their moil: folemn engage* 
ments. Their fimplicity has been praifed; yet 
they abftained only from the luxury they had 
never known ; whatever they faw, they coveted ; 
thdr defires were infatiate, and their fole in* 
duftry was the hand of violence and rapine. By 
the definition of a paftoral nation, I have recalled 
a long defcription of the oeconomy, the warfjatre^ 
and the government that pfevail in that ftage 
of fociety ; I may add, that to fifhing as well as 
to the chafe, the Hungarians were indebted for a 
part of their fubfiftence ; and fince they feldom 
cultivated the ground, they muft, at lead in 
their new fettlements, have fometimes pra&ifed 
a flight and unflcilful hufbandry. In their emi- 
grations, perhaps in their expeditions, the hoft 
was accompanied by thoufands of flieep and 
oxen, who increafed the cloud of formidable 
duft, and afforded a conflant and wholefome 
fupply of milk and animal food. A plentiful 
command of forage was the firft care of the 
general, and if the flocks and herds were fecure 
of their paftures, the hardy warrior was alike 
infenfible of danger and fatigue. The confufion 
of men and cattle that overfpread the country 
' Vou Xi P expofisd 
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c if A ?. cxpqfe^ thdr nmp to a: no£h2riuil fttfpri(<v hstd 
3^^^ MQ% It dill wider circuit iDcen occupied by their 
|ig|^ .cavalry, perpetually in motion to difcoTer 
;^nd* d^jay • t|)e 2y;)proach of th^ enemy^ After 
Xomf; ^perieQce of thq Rgmi^n tadics, they adopted 
the ufe o£ the fword and fpear^ the helmet of the 
foldieTy and^ the iron h^eaft-plate of h v fteed : 
•but their ;^tive and deadly weapon was the Tartar 
bow: fi^om the earlicft infancy, their children 
^nd ferrant^ ^fexi^ e^q^ ci|ed in the double fcience 
pf archery \^4! hoifefnaiUihip;^ their arm vai 
llrongi: their ^itn wa§ (u|e; and. in the mo(i 
rapid CFtre^r, they, were taught to throw them^ 
felves,. backwards, and tq (boot a volley of arrowy 
into the air. In Qpe^ c^onibat^ in^ fe|;ret ambuih^ 
in flight, OjT purfuit, ^hey wer^ equally fprmtd* 
able: ^n appe^anc^ of order was maintained 
in thq Ibremoft K^ks, but their fharge wa$ 
driven forwards by the impatient preffuro of 
fucce^diiAg crowds. They purfued, ^eadlong and 
^aifii, with loofened reins and hprrifif pu^Lorio^; 
but if they fled, with real or diffemWed fear» 
the ardour of a purfuing foe was checked and 
chaftifed by the fame habits of irregular fpeed 
:and fudden evolution. In the abufe of viSory^ 
i;hey aftonifced Europe, yet fmarting from the 
WQUnds of the Saracen and the Dane : mercy 
they rarely alked, and more rarely heftowed: 
b<(th (exes were ace ufed as. equally inacceffible to 
pity, and their appetite for raw flefh might coun- 
tenance the popular tale» that they drank th« 
blood and feafted on the hearts of the flaliu 
Yet the Hungarians were not devoid o( thofe 

2 prin« 
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pil^^Iei lof jbftioe ahd htinianity, trUch toturt c h a f. 
has implanted in every bofom* The licenfe of ^j— ^^ 
public and private injuries was reftrained by hw$ 
and pun}(hment$ ; and in the fecurity of an open 
camp, theft Jt the tnoft tempting and moft diuu 
gerous offence* Among the Barbariant^ there 
were many* whofe fpontanedus virtue fupplied their 
kws 9nd oorreded their manners, who performed 
the dptie^, and fympathifed with the affedUons, of 
(bcial life. 

After a long pilgrimage of flight or viftoryt EtMUh* 
the Tutkifli hords approached the common limfts tomdt oc 
of the French and Byzantine empires^ Their. Jjj^J""**^ 
firft conquefts and final fettlements extended oil A.o.st9» 
either fide of the Danube above Vienna^ below 
Belgrade, and beyond the meafure of the Roinaa 
province of Pannonia, or the modern kingdom of 
Hungary '^ That ample and fertile land was 
loofely occupied by the Moravians, a Sclavonian 
name and tribe, which were ^driven by the in* 
vaders into the compafs of a narrow province. 
Charlemagne had llretched a vague and nominal 
empire as far as the edge of Tranfylvania ; but, 
after the failure of his legitimate line, die dukes 
of Moravia forgot their obedience and tribute 
to the monarchs of Oriental France. The baftard 
Arnulph was provoked to invite the arms of 
the Tprka; they rufied through' the real or 
figurative wall, which his indifcretion had thrown 
open; and the king of Germany has beenjuftly 
reproached as a traitor to the civil and ecclefi« 

to S«c Katoniy Kiit Ducom HiSnisv* p- 3«i— 3$*- 

P z aftical 
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iRical (battj of the Chriftmm. During the^fe 
of Arnulpb, the Hungarians Vferi checked by 
A.D.900, gratitude or fear: but in the infancy of his fon 
Lewis they difcovered and invaded Bavaria; 
and fuch vas their Scythian fp^eed, that in a 
fingle day a circuit of fifty miles was ftript. and 
contumed. In the battle of Augfburgh the 
Chriftians maintained their advantage till the 
feventh hour of the day : they were deceived and 
vanquifhed by the flying ftratagems of the Turkifh 
cavalry. The conflagration fpread over the pro- 
! vinces of Bavaria, Swabia, and Franconia; and 
\ the Hungarians *^ promoted the reign of anarchy, 
^ by forcing the ftouteft barons to difcipline their 
vaflals and fortify their caftles. The origin of 
vralled towns is afcribed to this calamitous period; 
nor could any diftance be fecure againft an enemy, 
!who, almoft at the fam^ inftant, laid in aihes 
ihe Helvetian monaftery of St. Gall, and the 
^ity of Bremen, on the fliores of the northern 
ocean* Above thirty years the Germanic empire, 
,or kingdom, was fubjea to the ignominy <^ 
,tribDte j and refi fiance was difarmed by the me- 
jiace, the ferious and eflFeSual menace, of drag- 
jging the women and children into captivity, and of 
fljtughtering the males above the age of ten years. 
I have neither power nor mclination to follow the 
Hungvians beyond the Rhine; but I muft ob- 

J« Hungarorum ^ers, cujus omncs fere natlones experts fievitiimy Sac. 
ji the preface of Llutprand (l.i. c. 2.), who frequently expariates oo the 
taUmirica.of his own times. See l.i, c. 5. Uii. c 1^1.4, 5^6, f. |.iii. 
c. I, tec. 1. V. c. 8. 15. in Legat. p. 485. His colours arc flaring, but hit 
•hronolojy muft he rc^ificd b/ Paji and Muratori. 

ferve 
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iertre with farprife, that the fouthern provinces of ^' h 4 H 
France were blafted by the tempeftt and that .'^T'^^ 
Spain, behind her Pyrenees, was aftonifhed at 
the approach of thefe formidable ftrangers^\ 
The Vicinity of Italy had tempted their early in^^ a. d. 900. 
roads ; but, from their camp on the Brenta, they 
beheld' with fome terror the apparent ftrength and 
populoufnefs of the new-difcovered country. ^They 
requefted leave to retire \ their reqUeil was proudly 
rejefted by the Italian king ; and the lives of 
twenty thoufand Chriftians paid th6 forfeit of 
hisobftinacy and raihn^fs. Among the cities of 
the Weft, the royal Pavia was confpicuous in 
iame and fplendour; and the pre-eminence of 
Rome itfelf was only derived from the relics of 
the apoftles» Tlie Hungarians appeared; Pavta a. 0.914* 
was in flames ; forty-three churches were oon<-> 
fumed $ and, after the maflacre of the people, 
they fpared about two hundred wretches, who 
had gathered fome bulhels of gold and filver (a 
vague exaggeration) from the fmoking ruins of 
their country. In thefe annual excurfions from 
the Alps t6 the neighbourhood of Rome and 
Capua, the churches, that yet efcaped, refounded. 
with a fearful litany : '^ Oh! fave and deliver us from 
" the arrows of the Hungarians!'* But the 
iaints were deaf or inexorable ; and the torrent 
roBed forwards, till it was ftopped by the ex* 

3* The three bloody reigns of Arpad, ZoltaA» and Toxui^ are criticaUf . 
lUuftrtUd by Katona (Haft. Ducum» &€. p. i07«*499.). His diligence 
tias Tearched both natives and foreigners } yet to the deeds of mifchief, or 
|lory» I hive been able to add the deftrudion of Bremen. (Adam Breinci>« 

P3 trcmc 
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treme land of Calabria ^K A compofition* ivaft 
offered and accepted for the head of each ItatiaA 
£ri>jeAV v^' ten buiheU of filver' were poured 
ferlh m ihe Turkifh camp. But falfehood is thtt 
imtural antagonift of violence; and the robbers 
vere de£ralid6dbodi« m the numbers of! the af* 
k&oAm and the ftandard of the metal, i On tb« 
fidt iof .tjhie Eaft the Hungarians were oppofjbd ia 
doubtf q1 -confiift by the equal arms aR ihi BttU 
gariins^ whbfe'fafcb forbade an alliance iv&th th« 
FkganS) and whofe filiation formed the i barrier of 
A. 0.914. the fiyeanrine empire.- The biprfer.; wjig over* 
fiirn«d$ l*htt emperof of i donft^ntiiiople ¥eheld 
the waving baqncritof "die; Twlu ; and one of 
their bcdd^ warriors preJEumed* to ftrike a battle* 
aieimo'tiie golden gaft& Vhe arts and treafutea 
0E theiarteeks diverted the lUiault; but the Han^* 
gdrian^ aught ) boaft, oil ihdr rets^ea^ thait' they 
bad impofed a tribute on the ipick 0£ Bulgaiis 
and the »s^efty of the Catfars^^ The ronote 

' •• ' apd 
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l9»Jiar^imn)f/a tfwfilfred Widi jMtriotic cart dip dmzcpmdrtfomrttt 
of Modena.. The .citixen&bcroughc St. GeminUnusy their patron^ to averti 
hy fth inttrceflioir, the raiia, fta^ihuft, ic * • <: 

t .■ \ i..Vii«cit4n^mflf%liciBtifi>vff>e|BmU 

^ ■ . T AbiJDgeraroai opfrdBieiytasjaailjB. 

Tke bi(hop efcA^d walls ^' the pu^nc defence^ npt contra- ildihlnoi ferenot 
(Aiitkfuitifc. tUiM^.Mwk tom.h d»mrtat.U.' p. %ty%i^)r^<3^ tSt fai% 
of tilt ninjil^y *vrftc^ i» mt yfi^ffp^lf c)5|;anf» or 1^ (tM« fii. di/n xl. 
p. 709.). TheltaJian aAifalift has accurately traced the feric* of their in* 
roads (AnnaU d*Ita]ia, torn. Yii. p, 365. ^67. 3^}, 401. 4}7« 440. torn, viij, 
1^ 19.41. 5z,ifec.). 

^ U toth the Hani^riftA and anfllAn annate firppdfe, that they beflesc^, 0^ 
«ta<ekibd, Of ihfutted Cotiitantim^Ie (Pfay» diflertar. x. p. 239. H^afoAa, 
Ml. Dueikm, P* 154— 3So.}{ and che fad ii a/mojf conferred by tht 
BynntiAf hlftoriaiu (l«o Gramma^wsi pt 50^ Ccdrcnu^ fom. IK 
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ihi rapid bpietltiom ot the fathe dhlpafgti! clilA t»/ 
ippMr to magfitfy the power ahd nuthbefs^^ of the s,J:!^^ 
forks; but their cpiirage h rtititt deferving oif 
prailb, ilnce a hght troop; of three or Tour hdn« 
dred horfe* would often attempt and execute the 
mod daring inroads tdthe gates of .Tb^f^tpnlca 
and Conftantlnople. At this difjtfltoos ^r^ of 
the ninth and tenth centuries, Europe wks aA! Jtecf 
by a triple fcourge from the N6rth9 the £a(l) and 
the South; the Norman^ the Hungarian, and 
the Saracen, fometimes trod the lathe gi^ound of 
defolation ; and thefe favage foes might have beeik 
compared by Homer to the two fiotis growUng^ 
over the carcafe of a mangled ftag "^ 

The deliverance of Germany and Chrlftendom vta^or; 
was atchieved by the Saxoli priftfees,' Henry the "^te^f*"- 
Fowler and Otho the Great, who,, in two me. ^ ^' ^^^ 
tooraWe battles, forev&t broke the power of the 
Hungarians'*. The valiant Henry Wis roufed 
from a t$ed of licknefs by the invasion of his 
country; but his mind was vigorous and his 

p« 629.}: yet, himevef gloriMft to the nittoiiy it it denied ot clMbt«4l)r 
the criiical hift^iaoy And even by the notary ol Bela. TMir fcqnidfDrio 
meritorioof ; they coold not faftly tranfcribe of believe the fufticormn fa^ 
bttias : but Katona might have given due attention to the evidence of lJat« 
pnnds Bulgaroram gentem at^ue Cneewum tributaiiam Ceceram (Hill* 
l.ii. C.4. p..43S)». . . 

On mtfm ttif iith m erifft xtA/mmk i^ot^ 

^ They are amply and criticalty difcoflTed by Katbna (fliil. D«evi^ 
p. 360-^368. 4ay---470.). Liatpfaftd (1. 11. c. S, 9.} it the beft evidendb 
§or the former, and Witicbtnd (Annal'. Saxofi. t iiiO ^ ^ lafter: b4t tfn^ 
etitteal hiftorian will not even overtook tfte horh of A winrior, trltich h fiU 
to be prefcnwd at Jaibofin. * 

P 4 prudence 
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CHAP, prudence ^ fuccefsfuK •* My companions/' (aid 
he on the morning of the combat, ^V maintain 
♦* your ranks, receive on your l;)ucklers the firft 
^* arrows of the Pagans, and prevent their fecond 
•* difchargc by the equal and rapid career of your 
" lances.'^ They obeyed, and conquered: and 
the hiftorical piAure of the caftle of Merfeburgh 
exprefled the features, or at lead the characler, of 
Henry, who, in an age of ignorance, entrufted 
to the finer arts the perpetuity of his name^^ 
At the end of twenty years, the children of the 
Turks who had fallen by his fword invaded the 
empire of his fon; and their force is. defined, 
in the lowed edimate, at one hundred thoufand 

oTOthorhc horfe. ' They ' were invited by domedic faction; 

jld!^$$. the gates of Germany were treacheroufly un- 
locked ; apd they fpread, far beyond the Rhine 
and the Meufe, into the heart of Flanders. But 
the vigour, and prudence of Otho difpelled the 
confpiracy ; the princes were made fenfible, that 
unlefe they were true to each other, their religion 
and country were irrecoverably lod ; and the 
national powers were reviewed in the plains of 
Augfburgh. They marched and fought in eight 

37 Hunc verb triomphum, tarn laudc quam memori^ dignum, ad Mercf- 
burgiiRi rex in fuperiori conacub domOs per (vYf»9§a»f id eft, pidttram^ 
notari prvccpit, adeo ut rem veram potius quam veririmilein vidcaa; an 
high encomiun) (Liutprand, 1. ii. c.^)*- Another palace m Germany had 
been painted with holy fubjedi by the. order of Charlemagne | and Mutator! 
^y jaftly affim» nulla fccula foere in quibus piAores dtfideiati focnnt 
.(Ant:qnitat. leal, medii i£vi, torn, ii* diflcrt. xxiv. p« 3609 361.)* Our 
domcllic claims to antiquity of ignorance and original imperfedion (Mr* 
Waipok*a lively words) are of a much more TMOit d«u (Anecdotes of 
Faimiagy vol. U p. »» &c»)« 

legions^ 
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legions, according to the divifion of provinces c h a r. 
and tribes ) the . firft, fecond, and third, were 
compofed of • Bavarians ; the fourth of Franco*, 
nians ; the (ifth of Saxons, under the immediate 
command of the monarch ; the fixth and feventh 
confided of Swabians; and the eighth legion, of 
a thoufand Bohemians, clofed the rear of the 
hdft. The refpurces of difcipline and valour 
were fortified by the arts of fuperftition, which, 
on ^ this occafion, may deferve the epithets of 
generous and falutary. The fpldiers were purifieii 
with a fait ; the camp was blelTed with the relics 
of faints and martyrs; and the Chriftian hero 
girded on his fide the fword of Conftantine, 
grafped the invincible fpear of Charlemagne, and 
waved the banner of St. Maurice, the praefed of 
the Thebsean legion. But his firmefl: confidence 
was placed in the holy lance ^*, whofe point was 
fafhioned of the nails of the crofs, and which his 
father bad extorted from the king of Burgundy^ 
by the threats of war and the gift of a province;* 
The Hungarians were expefted in the front ; 
they fecretly paifed the Lech, a river of Bavaria 
that falls into the Danube ; turned the rear of the 
Chriftian army ; plundered the baggage, and 6iU 
ordered the legions of Bohemia and Swabia* 
The battle was reftored by the Franconians, 
whofe duke, the valiant Conrad, was pierced 
with an arrow as he refted firom his fatigues: 

9i See Baronhis, AnnaL Ecclef. A.D. 9x99 No 2— 5. Tbe lanee of 
Cbrift AS taken from the bed evidence, Liutprand (L iv. c* ix.)> Sigefoert^^ 
and the ads of St. Gerard : iwK ttie other miliur/ itlics depend «« the faith 
«f thcGdUAn^umpoftficdan, Hi* €.S* 

the 
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CHAP, tlie Saxpns fought yiider ther ?t<s ©rtficif 'king J 
-->v>ilL^ and ti5>iftory furpafled. In mefit and, liftportarice, 
the triumphs of the laft two huftcirtd \tzu. The? 
lofs of the Hungariarts , was ftill greater fa the 
^ipht than in the aAioil ; they were ei^compaflfcd 
by fhe rivers of Bavaria ; stnd their p^ft cruelties 
excluded them from the hope bf merCy. Thi-ee 
captive princes were' h^ftgicd; ^t Ratlfbop, ' the 
inuhitude of prifdn^rs . was' daiki' 6r mutilated, 
aiid the fugitives, who preftiraed t6 appear ill the 
face of their country, ^ere condemned t6 cyeiw 
lafting poverty and difgrace *.' Yet the fphli 
of the nation was humbled, and the moll ac* 
ieiljble pafles of Hungary were fortified with a 
ditch and rampart. Adverfity fuggefted the coun- 
fets of moderation and peac^ • th^,' robbers of the 
Weft acquiefced in a'fedeh^afV fife : ^arid the next 
^ j^ ^ l^eperation , was taught by a dilceTning prince, 
that far more might be giinefi 1>y multiplying 
ind .exchanging the produce of a fruitful ' foil, 
llie native race, the Turkilh or Fennic blood, 
^as mingled with new colonies of Scythian tt 
^clavonian origin^; many thcuf^ds of robuft 
' . and 

ttv AMMif tliefe tolotlte^wffntiy 4iAifigiti|hf f. Xhfl>ClMian,4r Calttf^ 
^4io jckincd tht H^ngaIliap| oii yieic marcb (Conftant. d« Admin. lm|^ 
^ 39> 40* ^* i^^> 109.7. i • 'TKc Jazyges, Moiiviins, and SituU, whorib 
^/ Ibnod in the lind 9 ilit.laA were /«ii«r^i » igennMnc of tlic Hute ^ 
Attila^ and were entrufted with the gu^rd uf the borders. ). The Roflianty 
•vho^ like the Swifs in France, imparted a general name to the royal por- 
ters. 4 The Rulgarlans, wlioft chiefs (A. D. 956^) were invit#(l, dim 
ihagni multitiidiiie WtfiMbtlitanim, Had any of thcfe Selavoniana tahtmoft^ 
the Mabometaft religion f 5. The fxtktA atiA enmant, a mited iiniliitiid» 
•f l^atxioaciteiy Uzi, Chatafs, lire. Who hand fpread l» tlw JMNI^ 
pSttittle, Tht iift coionj of 40^000 Cumi^Sf A« D. XS391 wat received 

and 
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ifid indliftfioQS diptifes had hcen imported jf^oni 
sH the ccNiniries of JEuropi**: and after thi 
taMrrisigb ojp Gerfa with a ffsiiarfan prineef^, h^ 
beftbwed honours and eftafes^ bn the' nobles^ of 
Oermany **. The fon of Geife was fnverfed wkit 
the regal title, and <hi 'houfe of Arpad 'f ei^et! 
l9)ree Imndrid years in the kingdom oP Hdn^ry; 
But the freeborh Barbarians ^^'ere not dazzled" by 
(he luftre of the diad^ni, and' the people afferte4 
their indefeafible right of thoofirig,* depo^ng, 
aod* (yuniflitiig thi hereditary fenrant of the 

-5IL The name of kussiAifff^ was fiiff df. 2i*1,ffi« 
Ifiklged, IE the ninrh century, by an cmbalTy ««»««*/• 
ff^m Theophilus, emperor of fhe Eaft,^^tb the 
ilmjieror of the Weft, Lewis, ;tfie fon of Chatle:: 
nUagfle. ^Thfe Greeks were accompanied by the 

miimii^twi hf «tei&tt ^kiirt^tiif^ who ide*iT«4 from that tr%«'k new 

0uciim. p/95— 99-^5^'-^$4* 476*»479r"*'3' *^-5' ' . - - " ' 

4i Chriftiant autem, quorum pars major populi eft, qui ex oipni partt 

nmndi aiM ti^AI fuftft captrvi. Sit. Such was the bnguage-ot Ptiignnuti 

th« firft miflkynaiy who «nurf(l Hung3i^, A* D» 975. F^rf nuiger i| 

ilrong. Mift. Dueum^ p. 517* 
« 4» Tl|e Idtlet Teutonici of Gcifta are acthenthstoei itt oM claitbr» i iiR| 

Ratona, with hit ufual indullry» hat made a fair eftimaceof theie coJoQiei, 

Jhkh 4iad be^ fa loofe)^,maspified ^y (l}r.imiaa.IUuaaiitt«.{l|Ut .Crvic. 
ucum, p. 667—681.). . . 

43 Among thci Greeks, this nation^ .appeUation |>af a inguUr form 
J?^p as an undocUaable word, of whicji jn^ny Imcifui et)raio|ofict lUfe 
been fuggefted. I have pcrufcd, wi(h pl/uf^tp fod prolit, adiflWtBlioa 4r. 
Qrig^na Ruflbnim (Goipineiit. Academ* (^tfii^Uanii, tan* ¥ui p»/|$t«« 
4}M« ^' Thcophilua Sigafrid Bayer, a kamcd CenoMn, whtt|pe«t tmUh 
and labours in the frryicc of Ruflta. A ffOfriphiGal oraA of d^AoyNIi^ <!e^ 
rioipirc de Ruifie, ibn Origuir, ai lia AcvmUImmi^ (Barist^ sy^a* 4ar 
l»inot) haslilKwUehemofuft; 

envoys 
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CHAP, envoys of tbe great duke^ or ch^gan^ or czar^ 
v.^^w of the Ruffians. In their jbuirney to Conftaiw 
A. D. %y9. tjl]|ople» tfapy had tf averfed niuny hoftile <^ations | 
and they hoped to efcape the dangers of their 
return by requefting the. French monarch tp 
tranfport them by fea to ^heir native country^ 
A clofer examination detefted their origin : they 
were the brethren of tbe Swedes and. Normans, 
ivhpfe name was already odious 2^i4 . formidable 
in France ; and it ^ligfit juftiy be. apprehended, 
that thefe Ruffian llrangers were not the mef- 
fengers of peace, but the emifTaries of wan 
They were detained, while th^ Gi:ef ks were dif« 
; mifled} and Lewis . expeded a- more iatisfadory 
account, that he might obey the law$ of hofpi« 
tality or prudence, acco^ling to the intereft of 
. both empires % The Sc^ndiq^yian origin of 
the people, or at leaft the princes, of Ruffia, may 
be confirmed and iUuftr^ed by the national aa^^ 
nals** and the general hiftory of the North. The 
Normans, who had fo long been concealed by 
a veil of impenetrable darknefs, fuddenly burft 
forth in the fpirit of naval and military enterprife. 
The vaft, and, as it is laid, the populous regions 

44 ifee the cntirt pafl^^e (drgnum, fayi Bajrer/ut aisreis in eabulis figatur) 
in the Amialet Bertiniani Francorum (in Script. Ital. Muratori, torn. ii. parsi, 
p* S^5*)> A. t>, S|9> twenty-two years before th^ m of Ruric* In the 
x'* ccnturyy Liutprand (Hift. i. v. c 6) fpcaks of the Ruffiani and Nor* 
BHMM M the iame Aqaitortares lioaiines of a red complexioh. 

•41 My kaowledge of thefe ikinaU it drawn from M. Lieveqae, Hiftoire do 
Rofiie. Neflofy the irft and beft of ttiefe ancient annaiifts, was« monk- 
of KJew, who d;cd in tbe befEiaUng of the xit*^ century ; but hii chronicle 
was obfeuM* tiU it wat pubUAiedat Feteri1>urgh, i767» in 410. Lrreque, 
Nift. dc Rttifici torn. U p. xvi. Coxe*» Tmvtlf 1 vol. ii. p. it4« 

of 
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df Denmark) Sweden, and Norway, were crowded ^ |J^^ 'S* 
with independent chieftains and defperate adven* ^^^i""— * 
turers, who fighed in the lazi nefe of peace, and 
fmiled in the agonies of death. Piracy was the 
exercife, the trade, the glory, and the virtue, of 
the Scandinavian youth. Impatient of a blealc 
climate and narrow limits, they ftarted from th$ 
banquet, grafped their arms, founded thdr hom^ 
afcended their veiTels, and explored every coaft 
that promifed either fpoil or fettlement. The 
B?dtic was the firfl fcene of their naval atchieve« 
ments ; they vifited the eaftern fliores, the fileni 
refidence of Fennic and Sclavonian tribes, and 
the primitive Ruffians of the lake Ladoga psud 
a tribute, the ikins of white fquirrels, to diefe 
ftringers, whom they faluted with the title of 
Varangians^ or Corfairs. Their fuperiority in 
arms, difcipline, and renown, commanded the 
fear and reverence of the patives. In their wars 
againft the more inland favages, the Varangians 
condefcended to ferve as friends and auxiliaries^ 
and gradually, by choice or conquefl:, obtained 
the dominion of a people whom they were qua* 
lified to protect. Their tyranny was expelled, 
their valour wasr again recalled, till at lengthy 
Rune, a Scandinavian chief, became the father A.D.Stft. 
of a dynally which reigned^ above feven hundred 
years. His brothers extended his influence : the 
example of fervice and ufurpation was imitated 
by his companions in the fouthern provinces of 
Ruffia} and their eftablifhments, by the ufual 

4^ Theophii. Si^ BAycr de Vangit (for the luiii* it differently fpek), la 
Comment. A,cadeni« Pecropoliuiyef torn. W. pt »75<^^ii« 

method* 
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IMiboi}$ of w^r ^9fid. ^fcffiii^ti(Ai, . «^^ 
iatQ the febric q( t pp wcfful mon^rchy^ 
'^^y^\^ As, long a($ thi{ <kCcc!ndapt$ of Ruric were am^ 
c^al^^-' fidf^uiAf^ aliens .find caoqum)r9, tbcy ruled by 
■*****" tb^ fword of the ^Vartngians, dtftribttted cftatcs 
Md fubjefts to tbm[f2.iih£\^l captains; and fup^ 
plied tb^it nivkibersi inith frdh ftreams o£ ad^ 
Mnturers frdoL the, 'Baltic cda(l^\ But when 
the jScandinairian ' chie& had Aruck a deep and 
perttianent root into 4m foH, they mingled with 
the Ruffiana in blo6dp refigioni ud language* 
- ilid the &%& WaladimiT' had the*lnerit 6f delircr^ 
ing. his country from the& foreign tnercflttariesi 
They had feated Mm on the throne; hisiriclies 
were infufficient to fatisfy their demands; bui 
they liftened to his pleafing advice, that tbe^ 
Aoiild feek, not a more gratefoU but a^ mor^ 
wealthy, maftep ; that they fliquld embark fos 
Greece, where, inftead of the fldaa^ of fquir^ 
rels, iilk. and gold would be the lecompenfe 
of thdr femce. - At the fame time the Ra& 
fian ppince admnnifliied hi» Byzantine ally to 
difperfe and employ, 4o . recompenfe and reftraiiH 
thefe impetuous children of the North. Con^ 
temporary writers havetrecorded the introchidi^i^ 
name, and ch^aOier of the Fi/nKK^'^ ;ir ; each 
day they rofe in confidence and eiieem \ the whole 
body was aflemUed at Conftandnople to perform 
the duty of guards ; and their ftrength was tt* 
cruited by a numerous band of their, countrymen 

47 Vety as late »s the' year xoiS, Kiow and Huffia We fiUl guarded 
ex fugitivorum fervorum robore confluentiuniy et maxime Danorom. Ba^eo 
Iwhoqu^tst (|i«»9£.)the Chronicle of Dithmarof MeHebm:gb» obTerveii 
tliat it was unu Asal for itt Cnxxani to eaftft in a tomffi fcrvke. 

front 
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from the Hlai^d of Thufe. On thU cM;«fio», the ^ « ^ ^ 
Yague appellation of Tbule is applied tp {Ingland ; ^>*--v'^ 
aj^ the new Varangians were a cplony of l^ngUih 
and Danes who fled from the yoke of tl^e^or^jA 
.conqueror. The habits of pilgriiaage fmA.. pir^qf 
had approKioiated the countries of thf^ cjar^hf 
thefe exiles were entertained in the Byi^antine 
court; and th^ preferved, till the laft age of 
the empire^ the inheritance of fpptlefs loyaltjb 
and the ufe q( the Danifli or Englifli tonguq. 
With their broad and double-edged battle-axes 
on their (houlders^ they attended the Gre^k, 9iq* 
peror to the temple, the fenate, and the hippcv* 
drome; he ilept and feafted under thfir trufty 
guard ; and the keys of the palace, the treafury^ 
and the capital, were held by the firm and faitbfid 
hands of the Varangians *\ 

In the tenth century, the geography of Scythia (^^o^r^p^r 
was extended far beyond the limits of anciei^ luifiia, 
knowledge; and the monarchy of the Ruffian^ ^•'^•95o» 
obtains a va(t and confpicuous place in the map 
of Conflantine ^. The fons of Ruric were mat- 

ters 



49 Da Cangf tms coUefied from the original authors the ftate and hiftoQT 
•f the Varangi at Conliancinople (Gloflar. Med. ec Infltnc Gr«ciutis» 
f«b voce tifmyyoi, Med. et IntiiiMt Laiioitatit, fub voce ^a£ri. Not. 
M Alexiad. Anna Comnena, p.»56, «57i«S^* ^o^*« fur Villeliardouiiif 
p. a96— &99.)- Se« Likewife the annoutions of Reiike to the Ceremooialc 
Attic Byzant. of Conftantine, torn. ii. p. 1499 150. Saxo-Grammaticus 
^Arms that they fpoke Oanilh^ but Codinus maintains them tiU the fifteenth 
fcentory in the ufe of their native Engliih : UoKyxfin^tfn •* B»f »rr»* wtw^ 

49 Tlie origjoal record of the gcpgrapby and trade of RulHa is produced 
bf the emjierw ConiUdtine Poiphyrogenitu^ (de Adminiftrat. Im^riu 
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tcrs of the fpacious province of Wolodomir, or 
Moicow ; and, if they were confined on that fide 
by the hords of the Eaft, their weftcm frontier 
in thofe early days was enlarged to the Bakic 
fea and the country of the PruiCans. Theit 
northern reign afcended above the fixtieth de- 
gree of latitude, over the Hyperborean regions, 
which fancy had peopled with monfters, or 
clouded with eternal darknefs. To the fouth 
they followed the courfe of the Boryfthenes, 
and approached with that river the neighbour* 
hood of the Euxine fea* The tribes that dwelt, 
or wandered, on this ample circuit were obedient 
to the fame conqueror, and infenfibly blended 
into the fame nation. The language of Ruffia 
is a dialed of the Sclavonian ; but, in the tenth 
century, thefe two modes of fpeech were different 
from each other ; and, as the Sclavonian pre- 
Tailed in the South, it may be prefumed that the 
original Ruffians of the North, the primitive 
fubjeds of the Varangian chief, were a portion 
of the Fennic race* With the emigration, union, 
or diflblution, of the wandering tribes, the loofe 
and indefinite pidure of the Scythian defert has 
continually (hifted. But the mod ancient map t>f 
Ruffia aifords fome places which ftill retain their 
name and pofition ; and the two capitals, Novo« 

c. «. p. 55» |6. c. 9. p. 59—61. c. 13. p. €3-^67* c. 37. p. 106. c. 4s. 
p. lily ii3.)»2nd illuftrated by the diligence of Bayer (de Geographil 
Ruiiis vicinarunque Regtonum circiter A. C. 94S. in Cominent. Acadcm* 
Petropol. torn. ix. p. 367-!-4S«. torn. x. p. 371— 4at.), ^ith the aid •£ 
the chronicles and tradition! of Rufliay Scandinavia^ fcc« 

gorod 
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gDr6a '• and Kiow *% are coeval with the firft. 
age of the monairchy. Novogorod had not yet 
deferved the epithet of great, nor the alliance of 
the Hanfeatic league, Which difFufed the ftreams 
of .opulence and the principles of freedom. Kiow 
conid laot yet boaft of three hundred churches, 
an iiinuinerable people, and a degree of greatnefs 
and iplendour, ^hich wai compared with Con- 
ftantinople by thofe who had never feen the 
vefid^nce of the Gaefars. In their origin, the two 
cities were no more than camps or fairs, the 
tttofi cohvenient ftationa in which the Barbarians 
might aiSbmbk for the occafional bufinefs of war 
or trade. Yet even thefe aifemblies announce 
fonxe progrefs in the arts of fociety ; a new 
bread of cattle was imported from the fouthem 
proYinces; and the fpirit of commercial enter-* 
prHe pervaded the fea and land from the Baltic 
to the Euxine, from the mouth of the Oder to 
the port of Conftantinople. In the days of 
idolatry and barbarifm, the Sclavonic city of 



so The haughty proverb, ** Who can refift God and the great Novo- 
"gorod ?" is applied by M. Leveque (Hift. de Ruflie, torn. i. p, 60.) evert 
to the times that preceded the reign of Ruric. In the courfe of his hidory 
he frequently celebrates this repubJic, which was fuppreflcd A. D. X475 
(torn. ii. p- zs^—zdd.)* That accurate traveller, Adiim Olearius, defcribei 
(in 1635) the remains of Novogorod, and the route by fea and land of the 
Holftein ombailadors (torn. i. p* »j-— 1x9.). 

5< In hac magna civitate, que efl caput regnj, plus trecentae ecclefiap 
habentur «t nundinue odo, populi etiam ignota manus (Eggthardus ad 
A* D. lOiS, apud Bayer, torn. ix. p. 412 )• He likewife quotes (torn. x. 
P* 397*) '*^® words of the Saxon annalift, Cujus (Ruffiaj metropolis eft 
(^hive, emula fceptri Conftantinopolitanl quae e(l ciaridimum decus Grtecia?. 
The fame of Kiow, efpecially in the xi*** century, had reached tiie German 
and the Arabian geographers. 

You. X. (^ Julln 
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Julin was frequented and enriched by the Nor* 
mans, who had prudently fecured a free mart 
of purchafe and exchange '*. From this harbour, 
at the entrance of the Oder, the corfair, or mer- 
chant, failed in forty-three days to the eaftem* 
ihores of the Baltic, the moil diftant nations were 
intermingled, and the holy groves of Gurhnd 
are /aid to have been decorated with Grecian 
and Spanift gold ". Between the fea arid Novo- 
gorod an eafy intercoiirfe. was difcovercd j ia 
the funimer> through a gulph,.a lake, and.a navi<< 
gable river ; in the winter feafon, over the hard 
and level furfaiie of boundkfe; faows. Fi-om the 
neighbourhood of that city^ . the Ruffians de-^ 
fcended the ftreams tfea^ fall into the J3o. 
ryfthen^s; their canoes^, of a fingle tree, !wcre 
laden with flaves of every age, furs of every; 
fpecies, thefpoil of thdr bee-hives, and the; hides 



J* In Odette bftio qui Scythicas allurt palude^, nobiliflimacivitas JuK- 
num, celeberrHnam, Barbaris et Grxcis qni.funi in'circuitd pr^ftans £U* 
tionem; ed fane maxima omnium quas Europa claudit civitatum ( Adam 
Bremenlis^ Hifl. Ecclef. p. 19.)* ^ flrange exaggeration even in the xi^*^ 
century. The trade of the Baltic » and tl^ Haofcatic league, are CArefoUy 
treated in Anderfon*s HiOorical Deduflion of Commerce $ at ieaft, in aur 
languages, I am not acquainted with any book fo fatisfadory. 

5J According to Adam of Bremen (de Sitd Dania?, p. 58.), the old Cur- 
land extended eight days journey along the coaft j and by Peter Teutobur- 
gicus (p. 68. A. D. 1326), Memel is ^efii^ed as the common frontier of 
Ruffia, Curland, and Pruflia. Aurum ibi plurimum (fays Adam) dtvinisi 

|uguribus( atque necromanticis cmnes domus funt plenae a toto 

orbeibi refponfa petunturmaxime ab Hifpanis (forfan Zufams, id eft regulii 
^ettovix) et Graecis. The name of Greeks was applied to the Ruflians even 
before their converfion j an imperfeft converfion, if they ftiJl confulted the 
wizards of Curland (Bay<r, torn. x. p. 378*4021 &c* Grotius^ Prolegomen. 
Ad Hjil. Goth. p. 99.). 

of 
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of thar eattk ; and the whole produce of the ' c h a p. 
North was coUeAed and difcharged in the ma- ^ 
gazines of Kiow. The month of June was the 
ordinary fi^afon of the departure of the iSeet: 
the timber of the canoes was framed into the oars 
and benches pf more folid and capacious boats ; 
and they proceeded without pbftacle down the 
Boryjdhenes, as far as the ieven or thirteen ridges 
of rocks, which traverfe the bed, and precipitate 
the. waters, of the riven At the more (hallow 
falls ;it was fuf&cient to lighten the. veffels.; but 
the, deeper catara£ts were impaflable ; and the 
mariners, who dragged their vefTels and their 
llaves fix miles over land, were expofed in this 
toilfopie journey to the robbers of the defert '*. 
At the firft iihnd below the falls, the Ruffians 
celebrated the feftival of their efcape; at a fe- 
cond, near the mouth of the river, ^hey repaired 
their fhattered vefiels for the longer and more 
perilous voyage of the Black Sea, If they fleered 
along the coaft, the Danube was acceffible ; with^ 
a fair wind they could reach in thirty-fix or 
forty hours the oppofite fhores of Anatolia : and 
Conflantinople admitted the annual vifit of the 
firangers of the North. They returned at the 
ftated feafon with a rich cargo of corn, wine, 
and oil, the manufaftures of Greece, and the 
fpices of India. Some of their countrymen re-* 

SA Conftantine only reckons feven cataraftsy of which he gives the Rof^ 
Dan and Sclavonic names ; but thirteen are enumerated by the Sieur de 
Beaaplaoy a French engineer^ who had furveyed the courfe and navigation 
of the Dnieper or Boryfthenes (Defcription d*Ukraine, Roueny 1660, a tliin 
quarto} J but the map is unluckily wanting in my copy. 

C^a fided 
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fid^c! in ^e capital and provinees $ fifiid' the toatvonal 
treaties J>rdtedt?d the perfons, effeds^ afnd pYitlleg6t 
of the Ruffian merdhant *'. . . i > . 

Naval ex. But the fan^ commnnicatidii Which- had beeii 
the Ruffians bpenfed for the benefit,' was foon ab^iftd fot iht 
il^t^?p\u ^^^'y* ^f mankind, tn a period trfon^-lhindred 
and ninety years, the R'uffiansi mide four at^ 
tempts to plunder the treaJTures of CJonftantinxspIe ^ 
the ev€nt was various, bul the mot5Y€,'thc means, 
tod the objeft, were the fame in ihefe- ^stval 
expeditions '^ The Ruffian Waders hzi feen the 
tnagnSficerice and tafted tTie luxury^bf-fhe^ty of 
the* Ca&rs. A mafrvellous taXe^ iffd a fcafntjr 
fupply, «xcited the defires of thei* JkVage cdtih- 
trymen: they envied tfie grft& of nature which 
their <:iimate denied ^ they coveted- the works ef 
art \*ihidi they Were too lazy te ' iiWitfeite and too 
fed^ent topurchafe: the VaraftgiSn princes tin* 
farted the banners of piratical adventure, and 
their braveft foldiets were drawn from the nations 
that dwelt in the Northern ifles- ef the ocean '^ 
The-image of theiir naval armai)Gients was revived 

55'N<tftor, aptid Leveqnr^Hift. de RutHe, torn. i. p. 78—^0. From the 
Dnieper or Boryfthenes, the Ruffians went to Black BtUgaria, Chazaria, and 
Syria, To Syria, how ? where ? when ? May we not, inftead of Tu^ot, read 
iffi&vio. '(de Admlniflr^t. Sm|x <c. 41. p. 1 13.) ? THe iteration is flighty 
the bi)fit|on of Suania, between . Chazarla and Lazlca. i».pjrrfe£ijy fuiublci 
and the name was ftill ufed in thexi*** century (Cedreiv, toui. H. p. 770.)* 

*6 The wars of tifie kufTianls knd Greeks in «he ix*^, \^^, ai><l Xi^^ cen- 
turies, are related in the Byzantine Annals, efpecially thofe of Zonaras and 
Ccdrenus; and all their teiUmoniea are colle^ed in ti» Ruffica of Stritlerj 
torn. ii. par&ii, p. 939 — 1044* 

57 n^ocETeupi^ajXEvo; ii xeu orvfAfMaxi^a^ &'% oXtryw uvo ruf xaroixMTW 
f» taig ff-^o^vnot; m Ontaytf tn^^i f6y&;y. CedrefniSy in C^npend* 
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in the laft centuryj^ in the fleets o£ the Caiaidka^ c h a p. 
which iffued from the Boryfthenes, to .navi|;ate ^^' 
the fame f<fas, for a fimilar purpofe^^ The 
Greek appe)lat^oa of mono^cyia^ or fingle canons,, 
wght b? juftly applied tp the bottom of thoir 
yeflels. It was fcooped ouf of the loqg (l^m of 
9 beech or wiUow, but the flight and narrowr 
fpundation was raited and continued on either 
iide with planks, till it attained the length <)i 
fi^ty, and the height of about twelve, fe^t. 
Thefe boats were built without a deck, but with 
(wo rudders and a mad ; to move with fails an4 
oars J and to contain from forty to feventy naen, 
with their arms, and provifions of frefli water 
and fait fi(h. The 6rft trial of the Ruffians was 
made with two hundred boats ; but whei^ the 
national force was exerted, they might a.rm 
againft Couftantinople a thoufand or twelve hun* 
dred v^flels« Their fleet \vas qot much inferior 
to the royal navy of Agamenmon, but it wm 
magnified in the eyes of fear to ten pr fifteen 
times the real proportion of* ii% ftrength and 
numbers. Had the Greek emperors been en- 
dowed with forefight to difcern, and vigour to 
prevent, perhaps they might have fealed with a 
maritime force the mouth of the Boryfthenes. 
Their indolence abandoned the coafl: of Anatolia 
to the calamities of a piratical war, which, after 
an interval of fix hundred ye^rs, again infefted 
ibe Euxine; but as long as the capital was re* 

58 See Beanplan (Defcription de l*Ukraine, p. 54*— j6i.)*. Wsdefcriptionj 
arc lively, his plans accurate, and except the cirtuniilancc of iire^armi, wt 
may read old Rufliana, for modern Cofacks. . 

O 3 fpefted. 
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fpeded, the fufFermgs of a diftant province 
efcaped the notice both of the prince and the 
hiftorian. The ftorm which had fwept along 
from the iPhafis and Trebizond, at length burft 
on the Bofphorus of 1 hrace ; a ftreight of fifteen 
miles, in which the rude veffels of the Ruffian 
might have been ftopped and deftroyed by a more 
Thefirft, (kilful adveTiary. In their fir ft enter prife ^* under 
A. D, 865. ^j^^ princes of Kiow, they paffed without oppo- 
fition, and occupied the port of . Conftantinople 
in the abfence of the emperor Michael, the fon 
of Theophilus. Through a crowd of perils he 
landed at the palace-ftairs, and immediately re- 
paired to a church of the Virgin Mary*^ By 
the advice of the patriarch, her garment, a pre- 
cious relic, was drawn from the fanftuary and 
dipped in the fea ; and a feafonable tempeft, 
which determined the retreat of the Ruffians, was 
Thefecond, dcvoutly afcribcd to the mother of God*'. The 
A. D. 904. gjgj^^g Qf jfjg Greeks may infpire fome doubt of 

the truth, or at leaft of the importance, of the 
fecond attempt by Oleg the guardian of the fons 



* 59 It is to be lamented, that Bayer has only given a DiflVrtation dc Ruilb* 
rum/>rf«w£xpedicione ConftantinopolitanI (Comment. Academ. i^etropol. 
torn. vi. p. 365*<-39i.)« After difentangling fom^ chronological intricacies^ 
he fixes it in the years 1^64. or 865, a date which mi^hc have fmoothcd fome 
doubts and difficulties in the beginning of M. JUeveque*s biiiory. 

' 60 When Photius wrote his enciclic eplflle on the converfion of the 
Ruffians, the miracle was not yetfufficiendy ripe ; he reproaches the national 

• *» Leo Grammaticus, p. 463,464. Conftantini ContinuatOTy in Script 
pod Thecphanem, P- i3li> 122. Simeon Logothet. p. 445> 446. Gew;. 
Monach. p. 535, 536. Cedrenus^ torn. ii. p. 551. Zonara^ torn* ii. 
p. i6a« 

Q of 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 231 

of Ruric **. A ftrong barrier of armg and for- char 
tifications defended the Bofphorus: they were ^^^r 
eluded by the ufual expedient of drawing the 
boats over the ifthmus ; and this fimple operation 
is defcribed in the national chronicles^ as if the 
RuiSan fleet had failed over dry land with a 
briik and favourable gale. The leader of the The third, 
third armament, Igor, the fon of Ruric, had ' '^^'" 
chofen a moment of weaknefs and decay, when 
the naval powers of the empire were employed 
againfl: the Saracens. But if courage be not 
wanting, the inftruments of defence are feldom 
deficient. Fifteen broken and decayed gallies 
were boldly launched againft the enemy ; but in- 
ftead of the fingle tube of Greek fire ufually 
planted on the prow, the fides and ftern of each 
v^ffel were abundantly fupplied with that liquid 
combuftible. The engineers were dextrous; the 
weather was propitious ; many thoufand Rui&ans, 
who cbofe rather to be drowned than burnt, 
leaped into the fea ; and thofe -who efcaped to the 
Thracian Ihore were inhumanly Haughtered by 
the peafants and foldiers. Yet one third of the 
canoes efcaped into fhallow water; and the 
next fpring Igor was again prepared to retrieve 

his difgrace ^nd claitn his revenge *^ After a 

♦ 

^» See Ncilor and Vtcoa, in tcv/cque's HJft. dc RuiHe, torn. i. p. 74-^ 
So. Katona (Hift. Ducum, p. 75<— 79O ufes his advantage to difprove 
this Ruffian viAory^ which would c|o\id th^ fiege of Kiow by tiie Hun- 
garians. ' 

'63 Leo Grammaticus, p. 5e6« 507. Insert* Contin. p. 163, 264. Simeon 
Logotbet. p> 49O) 491. Georg. Monaeh. p. 58S» 5S9. Cedrcn. torn. ii« 
p. 629, Zonaras^ torn. ii. p. 1909 ^91. and Llutprand, 1. v. c. 6. who 
writes from the narratives of his father- in- Uw» then ambaifador at Con- 
flantinople^ and correds the vain exaggeration of the Creeks. 

(^4 long 
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c H A P. long peaces Jaroflaus, the great-grand fon of Igor, 
««««.v-w refumed the: fame proje£k of a naval invafion* 
The fourth, ^ Qeet. uiidcr the command of his fon. was 

A. D. 1043* ' ' 

repulfed at the entrance of the Bofphorus by thd 
&me artificial flames. But in the rafhnefs of 
purfuit the vanguard of the Greeks was encom^- 
paflfed by an irrefidible multitude of bo^ts and 
men ; their provifion of fire was probably exhauftcd? 
and twenty-four gallies were either taken, ftink^ op 
dcftroyed'^ 
?^^°^nd ^^^ ^^® threats or calamuies of a Ruflian war 

prophecy* were more frequently diverted by treaty than by 
arms. In thefe 0aval hoftilitie^^ every dtiadvaii^ 
tage was on th^ fide of the Greeks : their fa^va^ 
enemy afforded no mercy ;. hi^ poverty ^roinifed 
no fpoil ; bis impeoBtyaWe .i^etreat dseprivig^ the 
conqueror! of the hope) <>f revenge^ ^i anc| the 
pride or wec^nefts of empite indulged .aft ojiavmf 
(hat no honour co%ild bQ gained or IqA kk tl^ 
intercourfe with Barbarians* At firft their de^ 
mands were high and in^dnai^ible, three pounds 
of gold for each foldier ct mariner of the fleet : 
the Ruflian youth adhered td the defign of con* 
quefl: and glory ; but the. CQunfeU of moderation 
were recommended by the hoary fages. *^ Be 
^^ content^** they faid^ " witk the liberal offers 
*' of Caefar ; is it not far better to obtain without 
**' a combat, the poITeffion of gold, filver, filks, 
>' and ^ILthe objeds of pur defipes? Are we 
/' fure of vidory ? Can we conclude a treaty 



■f - 



64 lean only appeal to Cc^renus (torn. ii. p. 758, 759.) and Zonaras 
(torn. ii. p. 253, 154.)? ^ut they grow more weighty auxi credible as thcj' 
draw near to tiieir own times. . 
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*' with the ,fta ? We do not tread oa the land ; chap, 

LV. 

^* w^ ftoit on the abyfs of water, and a eomipaa v-^v^ 
*' death hangs over our heads ^^** The memory 
of thefe Arftic fleets that feemed to defcend from 
the Polar circle, left a deep impreffion of ter^qy 
en the Imperial city. By the vulgar of every 
rank, it was aiTerred and believed, than an equef- 
trisii ftatue in the fquare of Taurus, was fecretly^ 
iixfcribed with a prophecy, how the Ruffians, ia 
the laft days, (hould become matters of Conftan. 
tinople ^^ In our own time, a Ruffian armament, 
inftead of failing from the Boryfthenes, has cir» 
cumnavigated the continent of Europe ; and the 
T^T^lJiifh capital has been threatened by a fquadron 
of .{|;roi:ig and lofty Ihips of war, each of which, 
with its naval fcience and thundering artillery, 
coi^ld have funk or fcattered an hundred canoes, 
fuch as thofe of their anceftors.. Perhaps the^ 
prefent generation may yet behold the accom- 
pliQxment of the prediftion, of a rare prediftion, 
of which the ftyle is unambiguous and the date 
un<jueftionable. 

By land the Ruffians were lefs formidable than R««sn of 
by fea J and as they fought for the moft part on a. a ' 
foot, their irregular legions muft often have been ^^^""'^^ 
broken and overthrown by the cavalry of the 

*5 Ne>Aor» apUd Levcfque, Mi(l« deRuflie^ torn.!, p. 87. 

6d This brazen ftatue, which had been brought from Antjoch, and \vat 
melted tiown by the Latins, was fuppofed to rcprefent either Joihua or 
Sellerophon, ah odd dilemma. See Nicetas Choniates (p. 41 3> 4i4)> 
Codinus (de Originibus C. P. p. 24.), and the anonymous writer dc Anti- 
quitat. C. P. {Banduri, Imp. Orient, torn. i. p. 17, 18.), who lived about 
the year iioo, Tlity witncfs tlie belief of ilie prbphcc^yj the reft is im- 
xnateriaU 

Scythian 
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Scythian hords. Yet their growing towns^ how- 
ever flight and imperfeft, prefented a flielter to 
the fubjeft and a barrier to the enemy : the 
monarchy of Kiow, till a fatal partition, aflumed 
the dominion of the North ; and the nations 
from the Volga to the Danube were fubdued or 
repelled by the arms of Swatoflaus*% the fon 
of Igor, the fon of Oleg, the fon of Ruric. The 
vigour of his mind and body was fortified by 
the hardffiips of a military and favage life* 
Wrapt in a bear-flcin, Swatoflaus ufually flept on 
the ground, his head reclining on a faddle; his 
diet was coarfe and frugal, and, like the heroes 
of Horner^*, his meat (it was often horfe-flefh) 
was broiled or roafled on the coals. The exercife 
of war gave ftability and difcipline to his army j 
and it may be prefumed, that no foldicr wa§ 
permitted to tranfcend the luxury of his chief. 
By an embafly from Nicephorus, the Greek em- 
peror, he was moved to undertake the conqueft 
of Bulgaria, and a gift of fifteen hundred poudds 
of gold was laid at his feet to defray the expence, 
br reward the toils, of the expedition. An army 
bf fixty thouftind men was aflembled and em- 
barked ; they failed from the Boryfthenea to th^ 

^1 The life of Swatoflaus* or Sviatf (laf> or Spliendofthlabus^ is extraficd 
from the RuflunChroaicles by M» Levefque (Hift. de Ruffie, torn, i* fu 94 
.—- »07, 

6S This refemblance may be clearly {een in the ninth book of the Iliad 
(205—221.) in the minute detail of the cookery of Achilles. By fnch a 
pidlure, a modern epie poet would difgrace his work, and difguft his 
reader ^ but the Greek verfes are harmonious, a dead language can feldom 
appea^ low or familiar ; and at the diftancc of two theufand feven hundred 
yearsj we are amufed with the prin^itiYe manners of antiquity. ' 

Ds^nubcj 
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Danube; their landing was effected on the ckar' 
Mdefian (hpre ; and, after a (harp encounter^ ^ 
the fwQrds of the Ruffians prevailed againfl the 
arrows of the Bulgarian horfe. The vanquiflied 
king funk into the grave : his children were made 
captive ; and his . dominions, as far as mount 
Hasmus, were fubdued or ravaged by the northern 
invaders. But inftead of relinquiihing his prey^ 
and performing his engagements, the Varangian 
prince was more difpofed to advance than to 
retire ; and, had his ambition been crowned with 
fuccefs, the feat of empire in that early period 
might have been transferred to a more temperate 
and fruitful climate. Swatoflaus enjoyed and ac« 
knowledged the advantages of his new pofition, 
in which he could unite, by exchange or rapine, 
the various produdions of the earth* By an 
cafy navigation he might draw from Ruffia the 
native commodities of furs, wax, and hydromel : 
Hungary fupplied him with a breed of horfes 
and the fpoils of the Weft ; and Greece abounded 
•with gold, filver, and the foreign luxuries, which 
his poverty had aifefted to difdain. The bands 
of Patzinacites, Chozars,, and Turks,, repaired to, 
the ftandard of victory ; and the ambaffador of 
Nicephorus betrayed his truft, affumed the pur- 
ple, and promifed to ihare with his new allies 
the trestfures of the Eaftern world. From . the 
banks of the Danube the Ruffian prince pur« 
fued his march as far as Adrianople i a formal 
fummons to evacuate the Roman province was 
difmifled with contempt ; and Swatoflaus fiercely 
replied^ that Conftantinople might foon expedt 
the pT^Ieace of an enemy and a mafter, 

Nice. 
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Nicephorus could mo longer expel the* mifchief 
which he.' had introduced ; but his tHrone and 
vife^ W6re inherited by John Zimifoefi ^, who, in 
a diminutive body,, pofleifed the fpirit and abilities 
of an hero. The firft vidory of bis lieutenants 
deprived the Ruilians of theiv foreign allies, 
twenty thoufand of whom were either deftroyed 
\>j the fword, or provoked 'to revolt, or tempted 
to defi^rt* Thrace. was delivered, but feventy 
thoufand Barbarians were ftiil in arms ; and the 
legions that had be^i recalled from the new 
conquefts of Syria, prepared, with the return of 
the fpring, to march under the banners of a 
warlike prince, who declared himfelf the friend 
and avenger of the injured Bulgaria. The pafles 
of mount Haemus had be^n left unguarded ; they 
were inftantly occupied ; the Roman vanguard 
was formed of the immortals (a proud imitation 
of the Perfian ftyle) ; the emperor led the main 
body of ten thoufand fife hundred foot ; and the 
reft of his forces followed in flow and cautious 
array \vith the baggage and military engines. 
The fir{t exploit of Ztmifces was the reduction of 
jMarcianopolis, or Perifthlaba^% in two days: 

the 



6^ This linQiIar epitliet .Is deriTrd from the Armentan language, and 
Tfi/u*<rx»?. is interpreted in Greek by ^AufaKifn?, or /AO*p«x*^»jf. As I pro* 
fdh myfelf equally ignomnt of thejc word&, 1 may be indulged in thequeilion 
in the play, •* Pray, 'iHiicK' of you is the interpreter ?•• From rhc context, 
t^ey feem to fi gnify Adolejctntulus (Leo Diacon* 1. iv. MS. apud Du Cange, 
Gloflar. dr«c. p. I57o0» 

70 In the Sclavonic tongue, the name of Pcrifthlaba implied the great 
•r iUuftrif uv <;ky» ftiyo^ti wa, u<r«^ wk TivyoiAtn, 4ijps Adna C«maena 
(Alexiad, 1. yit. p. 194- )• Frojn its pofition betw^n^mcftiot Hifpinus and 
the lower Danube, it appears to fill the ground, or at leaft the flation, of 
Marcianopolis. Tha fltuatl6n cf Dur(yfto.u»> or"Driftni,'U*''We]] known 

and 
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the trampets founded ; the wails were {c^^t& i chap; 
e^ht thaufand five.hondred Ruffians were put tcf * 

the iWord; 2md the fons of the Bulgarian • iking 
were- rcfoued. . fxom an ; igfaommiops . pHfon, ^istd 
mvefted with a nairimal dJadem*. * After dssfe 
repeated ; ioXfes, S^toflaus retired to therftranng 
pdfti.t3f Driiftray on the banks: of the* I>a(iiai3e^ 
9^nd: wful] pfitffoed by an enemy* who -zlp^mielf 
employed; the aritis of cderfty-and idselay* .The 
Byzantine galUes afcended the river $ tbi^/ legions 
completed a line of':ciix:univaUati6n;.rand the 
Ruffian prince was encbm^s^bdy alfaiiltedj .and 
finniflied, in the fortifidations^ of the campLamd 
city. Many deeds of Taloi2r>were pefforbied^ 
feveral defperate fallies were attempted i; -not was 
k till after a (kge of AKtfArt days that Swa<» 
toflaus yielded to his adverfe fortune*. The 
Kberal terms which he obtained announce the 
prodence of the viSor^ who refpeded the valour^ 
and sqxprchended the defpair, of an unoonquered 
inind» The great duke of Ruffia bound bimfelf 
by folenrn imprecations to relinquifli all hoftile 
defigns i a fafe pafTage was opened for his return ; 
|he liberty of trade and navigation , was reftored : 
a meafure of corn was diftributed to eaeh of hts- 
fbldiers j and the allowance of twenty-two fhou- 
£Emd meafnres attefts the lofs and the renmant of 
the Barbarians. After a painful voyage, they 
again reached the mouth of the Boryfthenes ; 
but their provifions were ,exhaufted, the feafon 
was unfavourable ; they paifed the winter on the. 

and confpicuous (Comment. Academ. Petropol. tonuix. p«4t5» 416* 
D*Anville, Gco^raphie Ancienne, torn, i* p*307« 3itO. 

5 ice; 
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^Lv^*** ice; iand, before they could profecote their 
i^^w'^*' ^ march, Swatoflaus was furprifed and opprefled by 
the neighbouring tribes, with whom the Greeks 
cmertained a perpetual ' and ufeful correfpond-^ 
ence ^** Far different was the return of Zimifces, 
^o wad received in his capital like Camillus or 
Marios^ the favtours of ancient Rome#"' But the 
merit of the vidory was attributed ^ by the pioud^ 
emperor to the mother of God; and* the image 
€f the Virgin Mary, with the divine infant in her 
arms, was. placed on., a ' triumphal car,; adorned 
faith (he fpoils of wsLrcand .the enfigns of Bulgariati 
t0yaltjy«^ / Zimifce& < made his public entry on 
borfeback;- the. diadeoi on his head, a crown of 
kurel in :his hand:;: and Conftantinoplevras aftcH 

nifii^ to' applaud the/malrtial virtues: ;of her Tove-^ 

•' t%. • ■ > ' * ' .- • • 

reign ... . .; ■ . •-•!.. ji-^ ■. 

rfR*^" Pbdtius of Conftantinoplcy a patriarch whole 
A.D.S64. ambition Was equal to his curio(ity, congratulates 
kimfelf and the Greek church on the converfion 
0f the Ruffians ^^ Thofe fierce and bloody. Bar- 
barians had been petf uaded by the voice of reafbn 



• 7» The political rtiaitagement 6f ^he Greeks, rtlofe ei)p(tcl?\fy Vrith- tht 
Atfzinacites, is explained in the feven hrd cbaptcrs^ <U A<i«)U>i(lratioDe 
ImperiK. 

7» In the narrative of this war, Leo tire Deacon (apod Pa^i> Criticl^y 
torn, jv, A. D. 968 — 973.) is more aathentic apd circuhift^tial chaA 
Gedrenus (torn. ii. p. 660—683 ) and Zonaras (torn. ii. p. ao5 — 114.), 
Thefe declaimers have multiplied to 30^,000 and 330,000 men, thofe Ruf* 
fian forces, of which Che conteinp6raf)r had given a. moderate and con<* 
fiftent account. 

7J Phot. Epiftol. ii. N035. p. 58. edit. Montacut. It was unworthy of 
the learning of the editor to miftake the Rufiian nation, to *?»<, for a 
war-cry of the Bulgarians; nor did it become the enlightened 'patriarch to 
accufe the Sclavonian idolaters th; E^ijyucT;; kou aBui ^|ns. They were 
Keitber Greclcs nor Athciils* 

2X^d 
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|i}id religioQ) to adkotowledge Jefus for thrir Ood, du mw^ 
|he. Gbrlftiaa . miflionaries for their teachers » and _j ^ -^^ 
ihe RomanSi. for (heir friends and brethren. His 
triumph was i tranfi^nt and premature. In the 
vadQua fortune of their piratical adventures, ibinc 
jR:ii0ian chiefs mights allow thenUelves to be 
/prjiikled with the waters oflbaptifm; and' a 
Greek bifhop, with the name of! metropolitah^ 
might; adminifter ihe faiiraments in the church^of 
Kidw, to a congregation . of flaves and natiy^^ 
But the feed of the Gofpel wz^ fbwn on a barreflk 
foil : maay were the apoftatek, the comverts were 
£9w ; and the baptifm of Olga may be fixed :ai 
the acra of RuiSan Chriftianity ^^. A female; 
perhaps of the bafeft origin, who could revenge 
the death, and ^tflFome the fdeptre, o£ her huiband 
Igor, muft have been endowed with thofe adive 
virtues, which commiand the fear. and obedioice of 
JSarbarians^ In a moment of foreign and domeftic 
peace, (he failed from Kiow to Conftantinople' ; 
and the emperor Conftantine Porphyrogenitus Baptifinof 
has defcribed with minute diligence, the c^e^- a.d!955- 
monial of her reception in his icapital and palace. 
The fteps, the titles, the falutations, the banquet, 
the prefents, were ezquifitely a(^ufted, to gratify 
the vanity of the ftranger, with due reverence to 
the fuperior majdfty of the purple ''• In the 

facrament 

74 M« Levefque has extraded, frcm old chronicles apd modem rciearches» 
the inoft facisfadtory account of the religion of the S/avi, and the converiion 
of Ruflia (Hiil. de Rufficy tom.i. p* 35— 54* 59* 9^9 9}* 113— *i2x. iiJ^ 

— x»9. t4%9 I49» Sec). 

75 See the Ccremoniale Aufae Byzant. torn. ii. c. 75. p. 343-- 345* s 
the ftyle of Olga, or £lga| is Afxumffo-cb 'fwawt. For the chfef of Bar. 

bArlans* 



^,p THE DZClAttE AND f ALL 

c H A e^ Aorament of l)apt}ftn5 Ihe «ecei\Ked tbe v^snet^e 

^^' hacne of the leinprdfs Helaia ; and her conWrfibk 

might be preoeded or folll^^md bylier utidte, P»^ 

shterpreters, fixteen damfels, of an higher yHiid 

eighteen of a lo\<rer ranky tweftty-cwo .dotiieftk:^ 

loi tninifters, and forty-four Rufltan me^ft£ti0^ 

fivho compof&d ih^ Tetinue/of the. great prind^ft 

£)lga« After her return toiKidwand >Nrovogorod9 

file firmly perfifted. in fadr .new k*eligion ;,' ;but 

her labours in the propagsntion of the Gto()l€l 

neere not crowxied with fubcefii ; ' ' aiid both her 

family and nation adhered with obftirracy or Indif^ 

ference to the gods of their fathers. Her 'fan 

Swatoflans was apprehenlive of the fcom and 

Yidicule of his ^oompianions ; and her 'grandfoft 

niSToIodomtr devoted bisybutdifol-^al to mttkiply 

and decorate the monuments ^ amident Worftiifs 

The favage deities of thd NbWh wiere ftill ptb^ 

patiated with humft^ iaci^ifices t nn 'the choice of 

the vidim, a citizen was preferred to a ftran^; 

VL Chriftian to an idolater ;^nd th& father , Who 

defended his ^ from the facerdotal ki;^, iM«[s 

involved in thj& ;fame doom by : the rage of a 

janatic tumuU* Y^et the Uilons and example of 

the ptoos Olga ihad •made'a ideep, though fecret^ 

impreffion on tfab minds of vfaie ^prittce and peopie t 

the Greek miffionarieg contfnbed to preaeh, td 

difpute, and to baptife ; and the ambaflfadors or 

merchants of Ruflia compared the idolatry of the 

woods with the elegant fuperftition of Cpnftahr 

bariant the Greeks whimfically borrowed the title of «n-^tbcnUn«uigiftnitei 
trich a female teripinatma^f which w<yuld iklkt^c ^Aoni^^ed the ear of De* 
moftliene^ ...... ... 

tinople* 
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tlhople. They had gazed with admiration oii ci tt a p. 
the dome of St. Sophia; the lively piftiires of ^t-^Alj 
faints arid martyrs, the riches of the altar, the 
numbet and veftriients of the priefts, the pomp 
and order of the ceremonies ; they were edified 
by the alterhate fucceflSon of devout filence and 
harmonious fong j nor was it difficult to perfuade 
them, that a choir of angels defcended each day 
from heaven to join in the devotion df the 
Chriftians '^ But the converfion of Wolodomir of Woio- 
was determined^ or haftened, by his defire of a a!d?988. 
Roman bride. At the fame time, and in the , 

city of Cherfon, the rites of baptifm and mar- 
riage . were celebrated by the Chriftian pontiflF t 
the city he reftored to the emperor Bafil, the ^ 
brother of his fpoufe ; but the brazen gates were 
t^anfported, as it is faid, to Novogorod, and' 
ereded before the firft church as a trophy of his 
Tiftory and faith ^\ At his defpotic command, 
Peroun, the god of thunder, whom he had fo 
long adored, was dragged through the ftreets of 
Kiowj and twelve fturdy Barbarians batteted 
with clubs the misfliapen image, which was in- 

76 See an anonymous fragment publilhed by Bandurl (Imperium Orien* 
tale, tonn. ii. p. izz, tis*)* de Converfione Ru/Torum; 

'77 Cherfon, or Cormn, is mentioned by Herberftcin (aptid Pagi, torn. ir. 
p. 5(>.) as thfc place of Wolodoniir*s baptifm and mariiage; and both the 
tradUlon and the gates are dill prefervcd at Novogorod. Yet an obfervins 
traveller tranfports the brazen gates from Magdeburgh in Germany (CQxe*s 
Travels into Rpllia, &c. vol* i. p. 452*)) and quotes an infcription, which 
feems to juftify his opinion. The modem reader mull not confound this 
•Id Cherfon of the Tauric or Cnmaean peninfula with a new city of the 
fame name, which has arifen near the mouth of th« Boryfthenes, and was 
lately honoured by the memorable interview of the emprefs of Ruffla with 
the emperor of the Weft. 

Vol; X. R dignantly 
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CHAP. 
LV. 



4ignaxitly caft into the waters of the Boryfthextes* 
The edift of Wolodomir had proclaimed, that 
all who fiiouI4 refufe the rites of baptifm would 
be treated as the enemies, of God and their prince } 
and the rivers were tndantly filkd with many 
t^ovifand^ of obedient Ruilians, who acqoieiced 
in the truth and excellence of a doftriue which 
had been en^bx^ced by the great duke and his 
boyars. In the next generation, the relics of 
paganifni wer^ finally extirpated ; but as the two 
brothers of Wolodomir had died without baptifms 
their bones were taken from the grave, and 
fan^ified by an irregular and poftfaiumous facra- 
ment* \ 

chriftianity In the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries of 
North, ^^ Chriftian acra, the reign of the gofpel and of 
ll?.«l**^ the church was extended over Bulgaria^ Hun- 
gary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Poland, and Ruffia ^V The triumphs of 
apoftolic zeal wei:e repeated in the iron age of 
Ghriftianity; and the northern and eaftern regions 
of Europe fubmitted to a religion, more different 
in theory than in praftice, from the worfhip of 
their native idols. A laudable ambition excited 
the monks, both of Germany and Greece, to vifit 
the tents and huts of the Barbarians : poverty, 
hardihips, and dangers, were the lot of the firfl 
iniffionaries : their courage was aftxve and patient ; 
their motive pure and meritorious : thei( prefeni 
reward confifled in the teftimony of their coii- 

7' Confult the Latin text, or Engliih vrrfion, of Mo(h<;im*s excelknc 
liiftory of the churchy under the kid head or fedtlon of each of thtfe centaries. 
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fcience and the refpeft of a gr^tcfut people ; but chap. 
the frmtfu! hdrveft of theit toils wis inherited arid ^^' 
enjoyed by <he pir6\id ind xifrealthy prelates of 
facceediiig times* Thcf flrft ebnverfioris wer6 free 
and fpomaneous: ath boiy Efd sind an efdquent 
tongae ttr6re the only arms of the tniffibrtaties; 
bilf the domefllic fables of the Pagans were filencea 
by th^ mfa-atles and Vifions of the ftrangers ; afid 
the fevd6rat>te temper of the chiefs was ad(ielerated 
by the diftates of vatiJty and intereft. The 
kldefs of ilations, who were faluted with thd 
titles of kingd sknd faints ^% held it lawful and' 
pious to ittipcfi the Catholic faith on thdir fubjefts" 
and neighbours: the coaft of the Baltic, frotti 
Kolftein to the gulf of Finland, was invaded 
tmder the ftaddard of the crofs ; and the reign of 
idolatry wsls clofed by the converfion of Lithuania 
in the fouite^nth century. Yet truth and candour 
muft acknowledge, that the converfion of the 
(forth imj^atrted many temporal benefits both to 
(he old aiid the new Cfariftians. The rage of 
y)iFzf inherent to the human fpecies, could not be 
healed by the evangelic precepts of charity and 
peace ; and the ambition of Catholic princes has' 
renewed in every age the calamities of hollile 
<k)titeiilk>A. But t&e admiffion of the Barbarians 
into the pale of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety de- 

79 Ip the year looo, the atnbafladors of St* Stephen received from pope 
Sylwaer the title of king of Hungary with a diadem of Greek workman* 
Ihjp. It bad been deified for the duke of Poland s hot the Poles, by their 
own confeflton, were yet too barbarout to defenre an tffr^i/ioi/ and ape/teTuaJ 
crown (katona« Hi/t. Critic. Rc|«in Stirpii Arpadian^, torn, i* p* X"-* 
ao.), 
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livered Europe from the depredations, by fea' 
and land, of the Normans, the Hungarians, and 
the Ruffians, whp learned to fpare their brethren 
and cultivate their poffeffions ***. The eftablifh- 
ment of law and order was promoted by the in« 
fluence of the clergy; and the rudiments of art 
and fcience were introduced into the favage coun- 
tries of the globe. The liberal piety of the. 
Ruffian princes engaged in their fervice the mod 
ikilful of the Greeks, to decorate the cities and 
inftrud the inhabitants : the dome and the. paint- 
ings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the 
churches of Kiow and Novogorod: the writings 
of the fathers were tranflated into the Sclavonic 
idiom; and three hundred noble youths were 
invited or compelled to attend the leiTons of the 
college of Jaroflaus. It ffiould appe^ir that Ruflia 
might have derived an early and rapid improve- 
ment from her peculiar connexion with the church 
and ftate of Conftantinople, which in that age fo 
jiiftly defpifed the ignorance of the Latins* But 
t]ie Byzantine nation was fervile, folitary, and 
verging to an hafty decline : after the fall of Kiow, 
the navigation of the Boryfthenes was forgotten ; 
tjhe great princes of Wolodomir and Mofcow were 
feparated from the fea and Chriftendom. ; and the 

*o L'lften to the exultations of Adam of Bremen (A. D. loSo), of which 
the fubilance is agreeable to truth : Ecce ilia ferociiiima Danorumy &c. 

natio jamdudum novit in Dei laudilus Alleluia refonare 

£cce populut ille piraticus fuis nuRC finibus coAtentus eft. Ecce 

patria horribilis Temper ioactc^a propter cultum idoloriiifi \! t . predkatores 
verrtatis ubique rerratim adnnittit, &g. &c. (de Situ Dflm%,>^c* P*4^>4i- 
fldic* £Jzeivir: a curious and original pi^fpedl of tke north of £urope,-and 
the ijitrodudion of Chriftianity). 

divided 
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divided monarchy was oppreffed by the ignominy chap. 
and blindnefs of Tartar fervitude *'• The Sclavonic ^^' 
and Scandinavian kingdoms, which had been 
converted by the Latin miffionariesj were expofed, 
it is true, to the fpiritual jurifdidion and temporal 
claims of the popes ** ; but they were united, in 
language and religious worfliip, with each other, 
and with Rome ; they imbibed the free and ge- 
nerous fpirit of the European republic, and gra- 
dually (hared the light of knowledge which arofe 
on the weftern world, 

8* The great princes removed in 1156 from VCiow, which wis ruined by 
the Tartars in i>4a Mofcow became the feat of emptre in the xiv^^ 
centary. See the i'* and 2^ volumes of Levefque^s Hiftory, and Mr. Coxe*s 
Travels into the North, torn. i. p. 241, Sec. 

8a The ambaflfddors of St Stephen had ufed the reverential exp^eflfions o£ 
rtgntm ohiatum, debitam obedientiamj &c. which were moil rtgorcufly inter- 
preted by Gregory Vll jand the Hungarian Catholics arc didrelTed between 
the fandity of the pope and the independence of the Crown ^Katoiiaj Hid. 
^ritl^a, tom.L p» ^0^—25. torsi. ii. p. 304. 346. 3601 fte.}. ^ 
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CHAP. LVI. 

The Saracens J Franks^ and Greeks^ In Italy. — Fir/l 
Adventures and Settlement of the Normans. -^Cha^ 
raEler and Conquejls of Robert Gui/card, Duke of 
Apulia.— Deliverance of Sici^ by his Brother 
Koger.-^Vi6iories of Robert over the Emperors of 
the Eajl and Weji. — Rogefy King of Sicily^ m- 
vades Africa and Greece. — The Emperor Mantiel 
Comnenus.—Wars of the Greeks and. Normans^ — 
Exiin£lion of the Normans. 

nPHE three great nations pf the world, the 
Greeks, the Saracens, and the Franks, ea- 
countered each other on the theatre of Italy*. 
The fouthern provinces, which now compofe the 
kingdom of Naples, were fubjeft, for the moft 
part, to the Lombard dukes and princes of 



> For the genera] hiftory of Italy in the ix*^ and x** centuries^ I may 
properly refer to the v***, vi** and vii** books of Sigonius de Regno Italis 
(in the fecond volume of his works, Milany 1731) ; the Annals of Baroniusy 
with the Criticifm of Pagi ; the vii'** and viii^'^ books of the Iftoria Civile 
del Regno di Napoli of Giannone; the vii^'^ and viii^'* volumes (theo^avo 
edition) of the Annali d^Italia of Muratori, and the 2d volume of the Abrege 
Chronologique of M. de St. Marc, a work which, under a fuperficial title, 
contains much genuine learning and induftry. But my long accuftonned 
reader will give me credit for faying, that J myfelf have afcended to the 
fountain-head, as often as fuch afcent could be either profitable or poflible ; 
and that 1 have diligently turned over the originals in the firft volumes of 
Muratori*s great collection of the Siripures Rerum Jta/icaritm. 
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Beneremum * ; fo po^ferful ih war, th^t they chA#. 
checked for a moment the genius of Charlertiagne ; 
Jo Irberal in peace, that they maintained in their 
capital aii academy of thirty-two philofophers and 
grammariatis; The divifion of this flouriOiing 
ftate produced the rival priiicipalities of Benevento, 
Salerno, and Capua ; and the though tiefs ambition 
or revenge of the competitdrs invited the Saracens 
to the ruin of their common inheritance. During 
a calamitous period of two hundred years, Italy 
was expofed to a repetition of wounds, which tlte 
invaders were not capable of healing by the union 
and tranquillity df a peifeft corlqueff.' Therr 
frequent and almoft annual fquadrons iflued frotn 
the port of Palermo, and were entertained with 
too much indulgence by the Chriftians of Naples; 
the more formidable fleets were prepared on the 
African coaft ; and even the Arabs of Attdalufia 
were fometimes tempted to aflift or oppofe the 
Moflems of an adverfe fe£t. In the revolution of 
human events, a new ambufcade was concealed 
in the Caudine forks, the fields of Cannae were 
bedewed a fecond time with the blood of the 
Africans^ and the fovereign of Rome again at- 
tacked or defended -the walls of Capua and Ta*- 
rentpn). A colony of Saracens had been planted 
at Bari, which <;ommands the entrance of the 
Adriatic pulf j and their impartial depredations 
provoked the refentment, and conciliated the 
union, of the two emperors. An ofFenfive alliance 

» Camillo Pcllcgrino, a harncd Capuan of the iaft century, has illuftnted 
the hiftory of the dutchy of Eenevcmum, in his two hooks, Hiftoiia Prin- 
cipum Longobardoruin, in tht Scripiores of Muratoii, tomt ii* pars i. 
p» ill — J45. and twin. v. p. 159 — 245. 
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CHAP, was coTClude4 between Bafil the Macedonians th« 
^^^' firft of his race, and Lewis, the great-grandfpu 
of Charlemagne ' ; and each party fupplied the 
deficiencies of bis aflbciate. It would have beea 
Jmprudent in the Byzantine monarch to tranfport 
his ftationary troops of Afia to an Italian cam- 
paign ; and the Latin arms would have b^en . inr 
fufficieiit, if bis fuperior navy had not occupied 
the mputh of the Gulf. The fortrefs of Bari. was 
Jnvcfted by the infantry of the Franks, and by 
conqueft .the ca.v^l,ry and gallies of the Q reeks j and, after 
A-pTsVi. .a defence of., four years, thpo Arabian emir fubt- 
jnittied to'^ the plemency of X'e'nfi^, who commanded 
in perfon the operations of ;the fiege, . This im» 
portant conqueft had been atchieved by the con.- 
cord of the Eaft and Weft ; but their recent amity 
was foon embittered by the mutual complaints of 
jealoufy and pride. The Greeks affumed as their 
own the merit of the conqueft and the pomp of 
the triuniph; extolled the greatnefs of their 
powers, and afFefted to deride the intemperance 
and iloth of the handful of Barbarians who app 
peared under the banners of the Carb>vingiaa 
prince. His reply is exprefled with the eloquence 
of indignation and truth : " We confefs the mag. 
f* nitude of your preparations,'* fays the great- 
grandfon of Charlemagne. *^ Your armies were 
*' indeed as numerous as a cloud of fummer lo- 
f^ cufts, who darken the day, flap their wings, 
and, after a (hort flight, tumble weary and 
breathlefs to the ground. Like them, ye funk 






3 See Conilantln. Porphyrogcn. dc Thematlbus^ 1. iL c. xi. in Vit. Bafil. 
f. 55- P« i^<« 
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f^ 3^&c a feeble eflFort ; ye were vanquiflied by a h a b. 
.^^ your own cowardice ; and withdrew from the wip>,-^ 
** fcene of aftion to injure and defpoil ypHOur 
^* Chriftian fubjefts of the Sclavonian coaft. ^ We 
"f* were few in number, and why were we few? 
^* becaufe, after a tedious expeftation of your 
^^ arrival, I had difmiflfed my hod, and retaine4 
f^ only a chofen band of warriors to continue the 
♦* blockade of the city. If they indulged tjieif 
.^^ hofpitable feafts in the face of danger and 
V death, did thefe feafts abate the vigour, of their 
^^ entierprife ? Is it by your fafting that the wal^ 
** of Bari have been overturned ? Did not thef(c 
** valia;it Franks, diminilhed as they were by lau- 
^^ guor and fatigue, intercept and vanquiih th^ 
*' three moft: powerful emirs of the Saracens? 
*' and did not their defeat precipitate the fall of 
5^thfcity? Bari is now fallen; Tarentum tremi- 
.*' bles.; .Cajabria will be delivered ; and, if y^c 
^' command the fea, the ifland of Sicily may be 
** refcued from the hands of the infidels. My 
?' brother, (a name moft offenfive to the vanity 
** of the Greek,) accelerate your naval fuc- 
*' cours, refpeft your allies, and diftruft your 
•^« flatterers V* 

Thefe lofty hopes were foon extinguifhed by ^fewpro- 
the death of Lewis, and the decay of the Carlo- Greeks in 
vingian houfe ; and whoever might deferve the J^**^' g^ 
honour, the Greek emperors, Bafil, and his fon 
Leo, fecured the advantage, of the reduftion of 

4 The original epiftJe of the emperor Lewis II. to the emperor Bafil, a 
curious record of the age, was firft publiftied by Baronius (Anna!. Ecclef. 
A. D. 871, No 51—71), from the Vatican MS. of £rchcmpert, or rather 
•f the anonymous hiftorian of Salerno. 
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« ^vt ^* ■'^^^'* '^'^^ Italians of ApuKa arid Calabria Wcffe 
J>crfuaded or compdied t<>ackn6i;i^ledge their ftipre^ 
mSfcy; and an ideal line from mount Garganus 
to the bay of Salerno, leaves the far greater part 
of the kingdom of Naples under the dominion of 
the eaftern empire. Beyond that line, the dukes 
or republics of Amalfi' and Naples,- i^io had 
never forfeited their voluntary allegiance, rejoiced 
in the neighbourhood of their lawful fovereign j 
and Amalfi was enriched by fupplying Europe 
with the produce and manufactures of Alia. But 
the Lombard princes of Benevento, Salerno, and 
Capua % were reluSantly torn from the commu* 
nion of the Latin world, and too often viofcrted 
their oaths of fervitude and tribute. The dty of 
Bar! rofe to dignity and wealth, as the metropolis 
of the new theme or province of Lombardy ; th6 
fkle of patrician, and afterwards the lingular nzmt 
cf Catapan^^ was afligned to (be fupreme go* 

vemor j 

■ 

5 See an excellent diflVrfatfion de Republics AnnlphitanA/ in the Appen- 
dix (p. i— 4»«) of Henry Brencman*s Hiftoria Pandedarum (Tr^«ai ad 
RhenuRiy 17229 in 4^^). 

6 Your mafter, fays Nicephorus, has given aid and< proteaion principl- 
bus Capuano ct Beneventano, fcrvis meis, quos oppugnare difpono ..... 
Nova (potias tieta) res eft qu6d eorum pMret et avi noftro Imperio tributa 
dedcrunt (Liutprand, in Legat. p. 4S4.). Salerno is not mentioned, yet 
the prince changed his party about the fame time, and CamSllo Pcllegnno 
(Script. Rer. It«k torn. ii. pars i. p. 285.) has nicely difcerncd this change 
in the ftyl© of the anonymous chronicle. On ihe rational ground of hiilory 
and language, Liutprand (p. 480.) had aiTerted the Latin claim loApuliai 
and Calabria. 

7 See the Greek and Latin Gloflfaries of Da Cangt f KariTavvi cjtapanus)^ 
and his notes on ilic Alexias (p. 275.). Agalnft the corftemporary notion, 
which derives it from Kfltra 7ra», juxta omne, he treats it as a corruption 
of ike Latin ca^itaneus. Yet M* de St. Marc has accurattJy obfcrvcd 
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vernor ; and the policy both of the church and chap, 
/late was modelled in exa& fubordination to th$ _,r-,-^ 
throi^^ of Conilantinople, As long as the fceptre 
!»a« difputed by the princes of Italy, their efForts 
were feeble and adverfe ; and the Greeks redded 
or eluded the forces of Germswy, which defcended 
Irom the Alps under the Imperial ftandard of the 
Qthps. Th^ firfl: and greated of thofe Saxon 
princes wa^ compelled to relinquilh the fiege of 
^ri : the fecond, after the lofs of his ftouteft 
biibcfis and barons^ efcaped with honour froni 
the bloody field of Crotona* On that day the Defeat of 
fcale of war was turned againft the Franks by the ^'^ '"' 
valour of the Saracens \ Thefe corfairs bad in- 
deed been driven by the Byzantine fleets from the 
fortr^0es and coads of Italy ; but a fenfe of 
intereft was more prevalent than fuperftition or 
refentment^ and the caliph of Egypt had tranf^ 
ported forty thouland Moflems to the aid of hta 
Chjiftian ally. The fucceflbrs of Bafil amufed 
themfelves vrith the belief, that the conqued of 
X^ombardy had been atchieved, and was flill pre- 
Cerved) by the juftice of their laws, the virtues of 
their minifters, and the gratitude of a people 
^rfiom they had refcued from anarchy and op-. 

(Abreg£ Chronologique, torn. ii. p. 924-)» that In this age the capitanef 
were not capMitiSy but only, noble* of. the fifft rapk, the great valvallbrs of 

* Ov fJtwov 5ia iroXtfxuif ecKfiBs)^ tnroiyixsvm ro roiurov wrryetyt to idio< 
(the LcHnbards), oXXa kou ety;^iyo»9& xf^^^t*^^* '^^ hKeuoovr^ xeu 
Xfvown «r»»x»f TE T0»; vpo(np;^optyoK vpoa-^tfOfjt,iitog xau rnv tXivQtfixw 
Utnui newn^ re •^ouXuoc, KXh rwi ftXXonr pi^v/Mim X^p<^/xeyo; 
(Leon. Tai^ic. c x». p. 741.). The llttie Chronicle of Beneventuni' 
(tom< i(« parci. p. »8o.) g>ve6 a f«r different chara^er of the Greeks durin|; 
the five years (A. D* 891 --896) that Leo was mailer of the clty« 

predion* 
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G H A p. j^reflion. A feries of rebellions might dart a ray 

^_^-^^p of truth into the palace of Conftantlnople ; and 
the illufions of flattery were difpellcd by the 
eafy and rapid fuccefs of the Norman adven- 
turers. 

Anecdotes. 'j^g rcvolution of human affairs had produced 
in Apulia and Calabria, a melancholy contraft 
between the age of Pythagoras and the tenth 
century of the Chriftian aera. At the fornier 
period, the coaft of Great Greece (as ft was then 
ftyled) was planted with free and opulent cities : 
thefe cities were' peopled with foldiers, artifts, and 
philbfophers ; and the military ftrength of Ta- 
rentum, Sybaris, or Crotona, was not inferior to 
that of a powerful kingdom. At the fecond 
era, thefe once-flourifhing provinces were clouded 
with ignorance, impoveriftied by tyranny, and 
depopulated by Barbarian war; nor can wc fe- 
verely accufe the exaggeration of a contemporary, 
that a fair and ample diftriA was reduced to the 
fame defolation which had covered the earth after 
the ) general deluge '. Among the hoftilities of 
the Arabs, the Franks, and the Greeks, in the 
fouthern Italy, I (hall feleft two or three anec- 

A.D. S73- dotes expreflive of their national manners, i. It 
was the amufement of the Saracens to profane, 
as well as to pillage, the monafteries and churches* 



9 Calabrlam adeunt, eamque inter fe divifanEi r^poricnces funditus depo- 
polaci funt (or dep pularunt)« ita ut deCerta fit velut in diluvio« Such i%^ 
the text of Heremperr, or Erchemperty according to the two editions of 
Carraccioii (Rer. Italic. Script, torn. v. p* 13>) and CamilJo Pellegrino 
(torn. ii. pars i. p. 246.}. Both were extremely fcarce, when, they were 
reprinted by Muratori. 
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At the fiege of Salerno, a Mufulman chief fpread chap. 
his couch on the communion-table, and on that ^^^w'**i< 
altar facrificed each night the virginity of a Chrift- 
ian nun. As he wreftled with a relu£lant maid,- 
a beam in the roof was accidentally or dextroufly 
thrown down on his head ; and the death of the 
luftful emir was imputed to the wrath of Chrift, 
which was at length awakened to the defence of 
his faithful fpoufe '°. 2. The Saracens befieged a. d. S74. 
the cities of Beneventum and Capua : after a vain 
appeal to the fucceflfors of Charlemagne, the 
Lombards implored the clemency and aid of the 
Greek emperor ". A fearlefs citizen dropt from 
the walls, pafTed the intrenchments, accomplifhed 
his commiiIion> and fell into the hands of the 
Barbarians, as he was returning with the welcome, 
news. They commanded him to affift their en- 
terprife, and deceive his countrymen, with the ^ 

afiurance that wealth and honours ihould be the 
reward of his falfehood, and that his fincerity 
would be punifhed with immediate death. He 
affeded to yield, but as foon as he was conducted, 
within hearing of the Chrifl^ians on the ram« 

10 Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 874, No 2.) has drawn this ftory 
from a MS. of Erchempert, who died at Capua only fifteen years after th« 
event. But the cardinal was deceived by a falfe title, and we can only 
quote the anonymous Chronicle of Salerno (Paralipomena, c. no.), com- 
pofed towards the end of the x*** centur)', and publifhed in the fecond' 
volume of Murfltorl*s Collt£lion. See the Differtations of Camillo Pelle- 
grino (torn. ii. parsi. 131—281, See. 

u Conftantinc Porphyrogenitus (in Vit. Bafil. c 58. p. 183.) is the 
•rigtnal author of this (lory. He places it under the reigns of Bal^l and 
Lewis II. i yet the redudlipn of Beneventum by the Greeks is dated A. D« 
$91^ after the deceafe of both, of thofe princes. 

part^i 



4( 



ij4 THE DECLINE AN1> FA^L 

CHAP, part, " FrieiKls and breihren/* fie cried ^hh ± 
^ ^^^ loud voice, " b^ bold and ^ patient, maintain tkc 
" city ; y6ur fovcreign i^ informed of yo*<r dtf» 
ttefs, dnd your deliverers are at hand. I kndi^ 
my doom, and commit my wife and childiirf 
« to your gratitude.'* The rage of the Arabs 
confirmed his evidence ; and the felf-devoted pi* 
triot was tranfpkrced with an haiildred fpeard« 
He deferves to live m the memory of th^ virtflous^- 
but the repetition of th^ fame ftory in ancient and 
modern times, may fprinkle fome doubts on th^ 
A.D.930, reality of this generous deed'*. 31. Th6 fe- 
cital of the third incident may provokd a fmitd 
amidil the horrors of war. Theobald, marqds of 
Camerino and Spoleto *% fepported the rebels ol 
Beneventum; and his waiton' crudity was not 
incompatible in that age with the char after of aa 
hero. His captives of the Greek nation or party 
were caft rated without mercy, and the outrajge 
was aggravated' by a cruel jeft, that he wiAed to 
j^refent the emperor with a firpply of eunuchs, 
she rooft precious ornaments' of the ^zantine 

» In the year 663, the fame tragedy is defcrlbed by Paul the Deacon 
(deCcAis Langobard. ' 1. v. c. 7, 8. p* 870, 871. edit. Grot.]} under tbt 
walls of the fame city of Beneventum. But the afiors are different, and 
the guilt is imputed to the Greeks themfelves, which in the Byzantine 
edition is applied to the Saracens. In the late-war in Germany, M. d* Aifasy 
a French ollice^of the regiment of Auvergne, is /aid to have devoted him* 
felf in a fimilar t^anner. His behaviour is the more heroic, as mere iilenco 
was required by the enemy who had made him prifoner (Voltaire, Sieclc de 
Louis XV. c. 53. torn. ix« p. 17a.). 

»3 Theobald^ who is ftyiid Heros by Liutprand, was properly duke o^ 
S|Meto and marquis of Camerino, from the year 926 to 935. The tftlf 
atod office of marquis (commawder of the march or frontier) was introduced 
into Italy by the French emperors (Abreg6 Cbronold^ique, torn. iL 
P-^— 73at^c.)« 

court* 
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cp4rt. The garrifon of a caftle had been defeated c h a ^^ 
in a ially^ a^d the prifoners were fentenced to the 
cuftomary operation. But the facrifice was dif- 
turbed by the mtrufion of a frantic female^ who^ 
withr bleeding cheeks^ diffaevelled hair, and im- 
portunate clamours, compelled the marquis t6 
liften to her complaint. " Is it thus," flie cried, 
ye magnanimous heroes, that ye wage war 
againft women^ againfl: women who have never 
injured ye, and whofe only arms are the diftaff 
and the loom ?" Theobald denied the charge, 
and protefted, that, fince the Amazoiui, he had 
never heard of a female war. " And how," (hd 
furioufly exclaimed, " can you attack us mora 
•* dixeftly,. how can you wound us in a more 
*^ vital part, than by robbing our hufbands of 
** what we mod dearly cherifli, the fource of 
*' our joys, and the hope of our pofterity ? The 
*' plunder of our flocks and herds I have endured 
•* without a murmur, but this fatal injury, this 
** irreparable lofs, fubdues my patience, and calls 
*' aloud on the juflice of heaven and earth." 
A general laugh applauded her eloquence; the 
favage Franks, inacceffible to pity, were moved 
by her ridiculous, yet rational, defpair ; and with 
the deliverance of the captives, fhe obtained the 
reftitution of her effe^s. As fhe returned in tri« 
umph to the caftle, flie was overtaken by a mef- 
fenger, to inquire, in the name of Theobald* 
what pianiihment Ihould be inflifted on her huf- 
band, were he again taken in arms ? ^' Should 
** fuch," fhe anfwered without hefitation, " be 
^' his guilt and misfortune, he haa eyes, and a 

^* nofe. 
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CHAP. *^ nofe, and hands and feet. Thefe are his owil^ 

■_^yi;_ ^' and thefe ht may defcrve to forfeit by his 

" perfonal offences. But let my lord be pleafed 

<^ to fpare what his little handmaid prefumes 

^< to claim as her peculiar and lawful pro- 

« perty *♦." 

Origin of The cftablifliment of the Normans in the 

the Nor- kinffdoms of Naples and Sicily '% is an event 

man* »» X ... ..',.. r 

Italy* molt romantic m its origin, and m its conie- 

quences moft important both to Italy and the 
Eaftern empire. The broken provinces of the 
Greeks, Lombards, and Saracens, were expofed 
to every invader, and every fea and land were 
invaded by the adventurous fpirit of the Scan- 
dinavian pirates. After a long indulgence of 
rapine and ilaughter, a fair and ample territory 
was accepted, occupied, and named, by the 
Normans of France ; they renounced their gods 
&r the God of the Chridians '* } and the dukes 

of 

14 Liutprand, Hift. I. iv. c. ir. in the Rertim ItaUc. Script, torn. i. parsL 
P*4$3> 454* ^h^uid the licentioufnefs of the tale be qudtioned, 1 may 
exclaim with poor Sterne, that it is hard, if I may not tranfcribe with 
caution, what a bjfliop could write without fcruple ! What if 1 had tranf- 
lated, ut viris certetis tediculos amputare, in quibus noAri corporis refocU- 
latio, &c. ? 

1$ The original monuments of the Normans in Italy are colleded in the 
v*^ volume of Muratori, and among thefe we may diftinguifli the poem Of 
William Apulus (p. 245^278.) and tlie hiftory of Galfridas {Jeffr^) 
Malaterra (p. 537—607.). Both were natives of France, but they wrote 
•nthe fpot, in the age of the firft conquerors (before A. D. iico.), and 
with the fpirit of freemen. It is needlefs to recapitulate the compilere add 
critics of Italian hiflory, Sigonius, Baronius, Pagi, Gianoone, Muraiori> SL 
Marc, &c. whom I have always confulted, and never copied. 

16 Some of the fir/l converts were baptized ten or twelve tlmesu 
for the feke of the white garment ufually given at this ceremony. 

At 
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of l^ormahdy acknowledged themfelves the vaflals c ha p. 
of the fucceffors of Charlemagne and Capets The y^^^^.,^.Lt^^ \ 

favage fiercenefs which they had brought from the I 

fnowy mountains of Norway, was refined, with- 
out being corrupted, in t warmer climate; the; 
companions of Rollo infenfibly mingled with the 
natives; they imbibed the manners, language '% 
and gallantry, of the French nation ; and, in a 
martial age, the Normans might claim the palm 
of valour and 'glorious atchievements. Of the 
faihionable fuperftitions, they embraced with ar^ 
dour the pilgrimages of Rome, Italy, and* the 
Holy Land^ In this a£Uve devotion, their minds; 
and bodies were invigorated by exercife : danger 
was the incentive, novelty the recompencje: and 
the profped of the world was decorated by won- 
der, credulity, and ambitious hope* They con- 
federated for their mutual defence; and the 
robbers of the Alps, who had been allured by 
the garb of a pilgrim, were often chaftifed by 
the arm of a warrior. In one of thefe pious vifits 
to the cavern of niount Garganus in Apulia, 
which had been fandtified by the apparition of 

At the funeral of Rollo, the gifts to monafteriet for the repofe of his foul 
were accompanied by a facrificc of one hundred captives. Bat in a genera- 
tion or two, the national change was pure and general. . 

17 The Danifh language was ftill fpoken by the Normans of Bayeux oi> 
the fea-coaft, at a time (A. D. 940.) when it was already forgotten at RoueDF, 
in the court and capital. Quem (Richard I.) confeftim pacer Baioon naii* 
tens Botoni militls fuae principi nutricndum tradidit, ut, ubi Utt^ua eruditus 
Danita, fuis extcrifque hominibus fciret aperte dare refponfa ( WUlielm* Ge- 
meticenfis de Ducibus Normannis, I. iii. c. 8.« p. 623. edit. Camden). Of 
the vemiicuhr and favourite idiom of William the Conqueror (A. D. 1035), 
Seldcn (Opera, torn. li. p. 1640— 1656.) has given a fp^cimen, obtblcte 
and obfcure even to antiquarians and lawyers. 

. VoL.X. . S the 
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CHAP, the archangel Michael '% they were aGCofte4 by 
a ftranger in the Greek habit^ but who foon 
revealed himfelf as a rebel, a fugitive, and a 
mortal foe of the Gregk eoipire. His name was 
Melo; a noble citbes of Bari, who, after an 
unfuccefsful revoltj was compelled to ieek D^ew 
allies and avengers of his country. The bold 
appearance of the Normans revived his hopes and 
folicited his confidence : they Uftenpd to the 
complaints, and ftili more to the promifes, of 
the patriot. The affurancc of wealth demon- 
ftrat^d the juftice of his caufe ; and they viewed, 
as the inheritance of the braw, the fruitful land 
which was opprefled by e&minate tyrants. Oa. 
their return to Normandy, they kindled a fparic 
of enterprtfe; and a fmall but intrepid band 
was freely aflbdated for- the deliverance of Apulia* 
They paflfed the Alps by feparate roads, and ia 
the difguife of pilgrims ; but in the neighbour- 
hood of Rome they were fainted by the chief 
of Bari, who fupplied the more indigent with 
arms and horfes, and inftantly led them to the 
field of zBion. In the firft confli^, their valour 
prevailed; but in the fecond engagement they 
were overwhelmed by the numbers and military 
engines of the Greeks, and indignantly retreated 
with their faces to the enemy. The unfortunate 
Melo ended his life, afuppliant at .the court of 
Germany : his Norman followers, excluded from 

t> See Leandrd Albert I (Defcrizione d*ltalla, p.»50.) andBaroniOS (A.D» 
493, No 43.). U the archangel inherited the temple and oracle, perfaapt 
the cavern, of old Calchas the foothfaycr (Strab. Geograph. L vi. p. 4J5» 
436.), the Catholics (on this occafionj hare furpaiTed tht Crc^ in the ck^ 
gance of their fupeiillUon, 
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thdr native and their proxnifed land, wandeted chap. 
among the hills and vallies of Italy, and earned ^^■^^■w 
their daily fubiiftence by the fword. To that 
formidable fword, the prmces of Capua, Bene* 
veutum, Salerno, and Naples, alternately ap<^ 
pealed in their domeftic quarrds; the fuperior 
fpirit and difcipline of the Normans gave viftory 
to the fide which they efpoufed; and their 
cautious policy pbferved the balance of power, 
led the preponderance of any rival fiate fhould 
render their aid lefs important and thdr fervice 
lefs profitable. Their firfl: afylum was a ftrong 
camp in the depth of the marihes of Campania ; 
but they were foon endowed by the liberality of 
the duke of Naples with a more plentiful and 
permanent feat. Eight miles from his residence, Foundatioii 
as a bulwark againft Capua, the town of Averfa a. d?io»V 
was built and fortified for their ufe; and tbey 
enjoyed as their own, the corn and fruits, the 
meadows and groves, of that fertile diftrid. The 
report of their fuccefs attrad:ed every year new 
fwiirms of pilgrims and foldiers: the poor were 
urged by neccffity j the rich were excited by hope ; 
and the brave and adive fpirits of Normandy were 
impatient of eafe and ambitious of renown. The 
independent ftandard of Av^r£^ afforded (helter 
and encouragement t6 the outlaws of the pro* 
vince, to every fugitive who had efcaped from 
the injttftice or juftice of his fuperiors ; and thefe 
foreign aflbciates were quickly aflimilated in 
manners and, language to the Gallic colony* 
Thft firft leader of the Normans was count 
Ratnulf ; and, in the origin of fociety^ pre* 

S 2 eminence 
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d H A p. eminence of rank is the reward and the proof of' 
J^ faperior merit". 

The Kor- Since the conqucft of Sicily by the Arabs, the 
i?Ticiiy7* Grecian emperors had been anxious to regain 
A, D. 1038. that valuable poffeffion ; but their efForts, how- 
ever ftrenuous, had been oppofed by the diftance 
and the fea. Their Coftly armaments, after a 
gleam of fuccefs, added new pages of calamity and 
difgrace to the Byzantine annals : twenty tho.u- 
fand of. their bed troops were loft in a fingle 
expedition; and the viftorious Moflems derided 
the policy of a nation, which entrufted eunuchs 
not only with the cuftody of their women, but 
with the command of their men *®. After a reign 
of two hundred years, the Saracens were ruined 
by their divifions *'. The emir difclaimed the 
authority of the king of Tunis ; the people rofe 
againft the emir ; the cities were ufurped by the 
chiefs ; each meaner rebel was independent in 
his village or caftle ; and the weaker of two rival 
brothers implored the friendfliip of the Chriftians^ 
In every fervice erf danger the Normans were 

19 See the i^book of WiQIam. Apulus. HU words are applicable tia 
every fwarm of Barbdri^ns and freebooters : 
Si vicinorum qu'is J>grmtiofus ad lllos 
Confuglebaty euin gratanter fofcipiebant ; 
Moribus ec lingua quofcumque verure videbant 
Informant propria j geos efficiacur ut una. 

And clfcwberc, of the native adventurers of Normandy s 

Pars parat, exigux vel opes aderant quia niiUc ; 
PaiSy quia de.macnis majora fubire vokbanu 

» ♦ • ♦ 

&o Uutprand in Legatione> p. 4S5. Pagi has illuAiated this event from 
tTie MS hiftory of the deacon Leo (toni. iv. A.D. 965, N© 17— 19.). 

21 See the: Arabian airOAick of Siiaiy, apud Mnnitori Script. JtemfllJttal* 
tom.i. P.Z53. . . - tf 

prompi 
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prompt and ufeful ; and five hundred knights^ or chap. 
warriors on horfeback, were enrolled by Arduin, ^^** 
the agent and interpreter of the Greeks, under 
the ftandard of Maniaces, governor of Lombardy. 
Before their landing, the brothers were recon- 
ciled ; the union of Sicily and Africa was re- 
ftored ; and tiie Ifland was guarded to the water's 
edge. The Nonnafis led the van, and the Arabs 
of Meffina felt the valour of an untried foe. la 
a fecond aftion, the emir of Syracufe was unhorfed 
and tranfpierced by the iron arm of William of 
Hauteville. In a third engagement, his intrepid 
companions difcomfited the hoft of fixty thoufand 
Saracens, and left the Greeks no more than the 
labour ot the purfuit: a fplendid victory; but of 
which the pen of the hiftorian may divide the 
merit with the lance of the Normans^ It is, 
however, true, that they effentially promoted the 
fuccefs of Maniaces, who reduced thirteen cities, 
and the greater part of Sicily, under the obedience 
of the emperor. But his military fame was fullled 
by ingratitude and tyranny. In the divifion of 
the fpoil, the deferts of his brave auxiliaries were 
forgotten: and neither their avarice nor their 
pride could brook this injurious treatment. They 
complamed, by the mouth of their interpreter : 
their complaint was difregarded ; their interpreter 
was fcourged ; the fufferings were his; the infult 
md refentment belonged to tbo/e whofe fentiments 
be had delivered. Yet they diffembled till they 
had obtained, or ftolen, a fafe ps^iTage to the 
{talian continent: their brethren of Averfa fym* 

S 3 pathifed 
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c n A p. pathifed in their indignation^ and the provhace of 
K^,,^rL^ Apulia was invaded as the forfeit of the debt **• 
Tlcft of "' Above twenty years after the firft emigration, the 
Apulia, Normans took the iield with no more than feven 
-^ic43°^^ hundred horfe and five hundred foot ; and after 
the recall of the Byzantine legions*' from the 
Sicilian war, their numbers are magnified to the 
amount of threefcore thoufand men. Their he- 
rald propofed the option of battle or retreat; 
•* of battle," was the unanimous cry of the Nor- 
mans; and one of their ftouteft warriors, with a 
ftroke of his fift, felled to the ground the horfe of 
the Greek meffenger. He was difmiffed with a 
frefli horfe ; the .infult wa» concealed from the 
Imperial troops ; but in two fucceffive battles they 
were more fatally inftruded of the prowefs of 
their adrerfaries. In the plains of Cannae, the 
Afiatics fled before the adventurers of France; 
the duke of Lombardy was made prifoner ; the 
Apulians acquiefced in a new dominion ; and the 
four places of Bari, Otranto, Brundufium, and 
Tarentum, Were alone faved in the (hipwreck of 
the Grecian^ fortunes. From this asra we may 
date the eftablifhment of the Norman power, 
which foon eclipfed the iafiant colony of Aver£i« 

' ^ Jff^f^ Malaterra, who relates tlie Sicilian war, and the conqueft of 
Apulia (1. i. c y, 8,9. 19- )• The fame events are defcribed by Cedftnus 
flo.n. ii. p. 741— 743. 755> 7S&) andZonaras (torn. ii. p.»37> »3S.)J and 
tiie Greeks are fo hardened to difgrace. that their narratives arc iniftaitial 
enough. 

a) Ccdrenus fpeoifies the rec/yiJM of the Obfequiem (Phrygia), and tbe 
l*t^ of the Thricefians ( Lydia ; confulc Conftantlne de Thematibot, i. f,^ 
With Delifle*s map) 3 ^d afterwards names the Pilidiani and Lycaoniaaa 

with the foBdcrati. 

14 Twelve 
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Tt^elw counts ^ were chofen by the popular fuf- chap. 
fragej and age, birth, and merit, were the mo- ^ ** 
thres of their choice. The tributes of their pe- 
culiar diflrrfts were appropriated to their ufe; 
and each count erected a fortrefs in the midft of 
his lands, and at the head of his vaiTals. In the 
centre of the province, the common habitation of 
Melphi was referved as the metropolis and citadel 
of the republic ; an houfe and feparate quarter 
was allotted to each of the twelve counts ; and 
the national concerns were regulated by this mi- 
litary fenate. The firft of his* peers, their prefi- 
dent and general, was entitled count of Apulia; 
and this dignity was conferred on William of the 
Iron Arm, who, in t)ie language of the age, is 
ftyled a lion in battle, a lamb in fociety, and an 
tmgel in council^'. The manners of his coun* 

M Omnes'conveninnt ; et bit fex nobiliores, 

Quos genus et gravitas merum decorabac et sctas^ 
ElegSre duces. Prove^is ad comitatum 
His alii parent Comltatus nomen honoris 
Q^o donantur erat. Hi totas undique terras 
Divifere fibi^ ni fors inimica repugnet j 
Singula proponunt loca quae contingere forte 
Cuique duci debent^ et quaeque tributa locorUm. 

And after> fpeaking of Melphi, William Apulus adds. 
Pro numero comitum bis fex ftatu8re plateas, 
Atque domus comitum totidem fabricantur in urbe, 
JLeoOftienfii (1. ii. c. 67.) enumerates the divifions of the Apulian ckies, 
which it ia needlefs to repeat. 

""^S Gulielm. Apulus, I iL c. ift. according to the reference of Giao- 
none (Iftoria Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p* 31* )» which 1 cannot verify in the 
origiliai The Apulian praifes indeed his vaJidas wes, frahitas ammi, and 
nrivUa wrtus'y and declares that, had he lived, no poet could have equalled 
hit merits (1. i. p. 258. 1. ii. p. 259.). He was bewailed by the Normans, 
quippe qui tanti-conOlii virum (fays Maiaterra, U i. c. is. p. 552.)* tam ar- 
mis ftrenuum, tam (ibi munificum^ affabilem, morigeratum, ukerlus fe 
habere difiidebant. 

S 4 trymea 
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( 

CHAP, try men are fairly delineated by a contemporary/ 
and national, hiftoriaji*^ " The. Nornjans," 
fays Malaterra, '' are a cunning and revengeful 
maiis. <« people ; eloquence and difliraulation appear to 
^* b^ their hereditary qualities : they cai;i ftoop to 
^* flatter ; but unleft they are curbed by the 
*' reftraint of law, they indulge the licentioufnefs 
♦^ of nature and paflion. Their princes afFcfl: the 
*' praife of popuUr munificence; the people ob- 
*' ferve the medium, or rather blend the ex- 
*' tremes, of avarice and prodigality ; andj in 
their eager thirft of wealth and dominion, they 
defpife whatever they polTefs, and hc^e what- 
ever they defire. Arms and horfes, the luxury 
of drefs, the e;Kercires of hunting and hawking *% 
^* are the delight of the Normans ; but on preffing 
occafions they can endure with incredible pa^ 
tience the inclemency of every climate, and the 
*' toil and abftinence of a militaty life '^" 
Opprpmon The Normans of Apulia Tvere feated on the 
^^ A^ d!** verge of the two empires ; and, according to the 
104^, &c, policy of the hour, they accepted the inyeftiture 
of their lands from the fovereigns of Germany or 
Conftantinople. But the firmed title of thefe 
adventurers was the right of conqueft : they nei- 

26 The gens aftutiifima, injurianim ultrix • . • . adulari fdens .... 
doquentiis inferviens, of Malaterra (1. i. c. 3. p. 550.), are cxpreffivc of tbe 
popular and proverbial chara£ker of the Normans* 

^7 The hunting and hacking more properly belong to the difiendants of 
the Norwegian failors ; though they niight import from Norway 9nd Ice* 
land the iineft cafts of falcons. 

*8 We may compare this' portrait with that of William pf M^lm (bury 
{de Ge(\is Anglorum> 1. iii. p. lov, ioz.)» who appreciates, like a phjlofophic 
liiflorian) the vices and virtues of the l^axon^ apd Normans. Bngl^nd was 
^Ifu redly a gainer by the conqueA. 
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ther loved nor trufted ; they were neither trufted chap. 
nor beloved: the coQtempt of the princes was 
mixed with fear, and the fear of the natives was 
mingled with hatred and refentment. Every ob« 
jed of defire, an horfe, a woman, a garden^ 
tempted and gratified the rapacioufnefs of tiie 
ftrangers ^^ ; and the avarice of their chiefs was 
only coloured by the more fpecious names of am* 
bition and glory. The twelve counts were fome- 
times joined in a league of injuftice : in their do- 
medic quarrels they difputed the fpoils of the 
people : the virtues of William were buried in 
bis grave ; and Drogo, his brother and fucceflfor, 
was better qualified to lead the valour, than to 
reftrain the violence, of his peers. Under the 
reign of Conflantine Monomachus, the policy, 
rather than benevolence, of the Byzantine court, 
attempted to relieve Italy from this adherent mif- 
chief, more grievous than a flight of Barba- 
rians'"*; and Argyius, the fon of Melo, was 
inverted for this purpofe with the mod lofty 
titles'* and the moll ample commifEon. The 

memory 

»9 The biographer of St. Leo IX. pours his holy venom on the Normans. 
Videns indifciplinatam et alienam gentem Normannorum, cfudeli et inau- 
dit^ rabie, et plufquam Pagand impietate, advertus ccclefias Dei Infurgere, 
paifim ChriiUanos trucldare» &c. (Wlbert^ c. 6.) The honeft Apulian 
(1. ii. p. 259.) fays calmly of their accufer, Veris commifcens fallacia. 

30 The policy of the Greeks, revolt of Maniaces> &c. mud be coUed^ed 
from Cedrenus (torn. ii. p. 757, 758. )> WiJliam Apulus (1. i. p. 257, 2^8. 
1. ii. p. 2590> ^"^ ^^^^ ^^^ Chronicles of Bari, hy Lupus Protofpata (Mu- 
ratori) Script? Ital. torn. v. p. 42, 43, 44.)) and an anonymous writer 
(Antiquitat. Italiae medii i£vi, torn. i. p. 31-* 35.)* This iafl is a fragment 
of fome value. 

3x Argyrus received, fays the anonymous Chronicle of Ban, imperial let- 
pacZf FoederatQs et Patriciates, et Catapani u Veftat^. In his Annals, 

# Muratori 
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CHAP, memory of his father might recommend him to 
%m^ ^ '^ the Normans ; and he had already engaged thetf 
▼crfuntary fervice to quell the revolt of Maniacea, 
and to avenge their own and the pubKc injury. 
It wa« the dcfign of Conftantine to tranfplant 
this warlike colony from the Italian provinces 
to the Pcrfian war; and the fon of Melo dif- 
tributed among the chiefs the gold and manu- 
&£lures of Greece, as the firft fruits of the Im- 
perial bounty. But his arts were baffled by the 
fcnfe and fpirit of the conquerors of Apulia: 
his gifts, or at leaft his propofals, were rejedtcd ; 
and they unanimoufly refufed to relinquifli therr 
poffeffions and their hopes for the diftant profpeft 
iLcagwc of of Afiatic fortune. After the means of perfuafion 

wf pope 

and the two had failed, Argyrus refolved to compel or to 
a!d.To49 deftroy : the Latin powers were folicited againft 
*-»«^54- ^{^^ common enemy ; and an ofFcnfive alliance was 
formed of the pope and the two emperors of the 
Eaft and Weft. The throne of St. Peter was oc- 
icupied by Leo the ninth, a fimple faint ^% of a 
temper moft apt to deceive himfelf and the world, 
and whofe venerable character would confecrate 
with the name of piety the meafures leaft com- 
patible with the pradice of leligion. His huma- 

Montori (torn, viil* p. 426.) very propertyreads, orlnttrprets, Sevtftatut^ 
the title of Sebaftos or Auguftus. But In his Antiquities, he was uught by 
Do Cange to make it a palatine office, mafter of the wardrobe* 

f> A life of St. Leo IX. deeply tinged with the paffions and prejudices of 
the age, has been compofed by Wihert, printed at Paris, 161 5, in odlavo^ 
and fince inlerted in the Colledtlons of the Bolandifts, of Mabillon, and of 
MaratOri. The public and private hiflory of that pope is diligently treated 
by M. de St. Marc {Abtc%€, torn. ii> p« i4o-«>axa and p- *S'^S' ^(^con<l 
^un^n.]. 
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l^y was affected by the complaints, perhaps the chap. 
calumnies^ of an injured people : the impious ^1^^- , . 
Normans had interrupted the payment of tithes ; 
and the temporal fword might be lawfully un- 
flieathed againft the facrilegious robbers, who 
were deaf to the cenfures of the church As a 
German of noble birth and royal kindred, Leo 
had free accefs to the court and confidence of the 
emperor Henry the third ; and in fearch of arms 
and allies, bis ardent zeal tranfported him from 
Apulia to Saxony, from the Elbe to the Tiber* 
During thefe hoftile preparations, Argyrus in- 
dulged himfelf in the ufe of fecret and guilty 
weapons : a crowd of Normans became the vidims 
of public or private revenge ; and the valiant a. d. wsi; 
Drogo was murdered in a church. But his fpirrt 
furvived in his brother Humphrey, the third count 
of Apulia. The aflaffins were chaftifed ; and the 
fon of Melo, overthrown and wounded, was driven 
from the field to hide his (hame behind the walk 
of Bari, and to await the tardy fuccour of his 
allies. 

But the power of Conftantine was diftrad:ed by Expedition 
a Turkifli war ; the mind of Henry was feeble and ix. as^inft 
irreiblute ; and the pope, inftead of repaffing the ^^s^' 
Alps with a German arnty, was accompanied only A.D.1053W 
by a guard of feven hundred Swabians and fome 
volunteers of Lorraine. In his long progrefs from 
Mantua to Beneventum, a vile and promifcuous 
multitude of Italians was enlifted under the holy 
ftandard ^^ : the pried and the robber flept in the 

fame 

33 See the expedition of Leo IX. agiinft the Normans • See William 
Apulu9 (Uii. p. 259— »6i.} and Jeffrey Malaterra (1. i» c. 139 14) i5> 
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c H A P. fame tent ; the pikes and crofles were intermingled 
^^>00^^^f in the front; and the martial faint repeated the 
leflbns of his youth in the order of inarch, of en- 
campment, and of combat. The Normans of 
Apulia could mufter in the field no more than 
three thoufand horfe, with an handful of infantry : 
the defeftion of the natives intercepted their pro- 
vifions and retreat ; and their fpirit, incapable of 
fear, was chilled for a moment by fuperfthious awe. 
On the hoftile approach of Leo, they knelt with- 
out difgrace or reluftance before their fpiritual 
father. But the pope was inexorable; his lofty 
Germans aflPeded to deride the diminutive ftature 
of their adverfaries ; and the Normans were in- 
formed that death or exile was their only alterna- 
tive. Flight they difdained, and, as many of 
them had been three days without tafling food^ 
they embraced the aflurance of a more eafy and 
honourable death. They climbed the hill of Ci- 
vitcUa, defcended into the plain, and** charged in 
three divifions the army of the pope. On the 
left, and in the centre, Richard count of Avcrfa, 
His defeat and Robert the famous Guifcard, attacked, broke, 

and capti- i i r « i ? . » 

*viry,junc TOUtcd, and puriucd the Italian multitudes, who 
fought without difcipline, and fled without (hame. 
A harder trial was referved for the valour of count 
Humphrey, who led the cavalry of the right wing. 
The Germans ^* have been defcribed as unfkilful 

in 

p-*53-)» They are impartial, as the national, is counterbabnccd bj tlic 

clerical, prejudice. 

3+ Teutonic!, quia cxfaricft ct forma dccoros 
Fccerat egrcgie proceri corporis illos. 
Corpora deridcnt Konnannica quae brcviora 
iLiiC videbajiturt 

The 
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in the management of the horfe and lance : but dn chap. 
foot they formed a ftrong and impenetrable pha- ^^^' 
lanx ; and neither man, nor fteed, nor armour, 
could refift the weight of their long and two-handed 
fwords* After a fevere conflift, they were eticom- 
paffed by the fquadrons returning from the purfuit; 
and died in their ranks with the efteem of their 
foes, and the fatisfafkion of revenge. The gates 
of Civitella were (hut againfl: the flying pope, and 
he was overtaken by the pious conquerors, who 
kifled his feet, to implore his bleffing and the ab« 
folution of their finful viftory. The foldiers be- 
held in their enemy and captive the vicar of 
Chrifl ; and, though we may fuppofe the policy 
of the chiefs, it is probable that they were infefted 
by the popular fuperftition. In the calm of retire- 
ment, the well-meaning pope deplored the effufion 
of Chriftian blood, which mud be imputed, to his 
account: he felt, that he had been the author 
of fin and fcandal: and as his undertaking had 
failed, the indecency of his military character 
was univerfally. condemned ". With thefe difpo- 
fitipns, he liflened to the offers of a beneficial 
treaty ; deferted an alliance which he had preached, 
as the caufe of God ; and ratified the paft and 

The verfes of the Apulian are commonly in this drain, though he hents him^* 
felf a little in the battle. Two of his fimilles from hawking and forcery 
are defcriptlve of manners. 

3J Several refpeftable cenfures or complaints are produced by M. de Stl 
Marc (torn. ii. p- 200—204.). As Peter Damianus, the oracle of the 
times, had denied the popes the right of making war, the hermit (lugenr 
cremi incola) is arraigned by the cardinal, and Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. 
A. D. 1053, No iQ— 17.) mod ftrcnuoufly aflcrts the two fwords of St. 
Pffttr. 

1 5 future 
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Suture c<mqueft8 of the Normans. By whatever 
hands they had been ufurped, the provinces of 
Apulia and Calabria were a part of the devia- 
tion of Conftantine and the patrimony of St« 
Peter : the grant and the acceptance confirmed the 
mutual claims of the pontiff* and the adventurers. 
They promifed to fupport each other wkh ffnritttal 
and temporal arms ; a tribute or quit-rent of 
twelvepence was afterwards ftipulated for every 
plough-land : and fmce this memorable tranfafkion, 
the kingdom of Naples has remained above (even 
hundred years a fief of the Holy See ^\ 

The pedigree of Robert Guifcard " is variouily 
deduced from the peafants and the dukes of Nor- 
mandy ; from the peafants, by the pride and ig« 
norance of a Grecian princels ^' } £rom the dukes. 



^ The origin and nature of the papal inveftitures are ably difculTed by 
Oiannone (lAorla Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 37**49. 57—66.) as a lawyer 
and antiquarian. Yet he vainly ftrives to reconcile the duties of patriot and 
catholic, adopts an empty diftindion of ** Ecclcfia Romana non dedit M. 
accepity** and Hirinks from an honeft but dangerous confeflion of thft trutk. 

17 The birth, charad^er, and iirft aftions of Robert Guifcard, may be found 
in Jeffrey MaUterra (Li. c. 3, 4. 11. 16, 17, 18. 3S, 39>40-)> William 
Apulus (1. ii. p 160 — 262.), William Gemeticeniis or of Jumieges (1. xi. 
€• 30 p. 663, 664. edit. Camden), and Anna Comnena ( Alexiad. 1. 1. p. 23 
-^27. 1. vi. p. i'6s> i66.)> with the annotations of Du(^ge (Not* in AJexiad; 
p. 230—232. 320. )» v^ho has (wept all the French and Latin Chronicles for 
fupplemental Intelligence. 

38 O Ji Po/uwrifro« (a Greek corruption ] «to? w No^/xavw to yiw^y nw 

WXw flWT»/*« Again, e| a^wtfs vwnt Tvxn^ icm^amq. And elie^ 

vhcre 9 vl* iv. p. 84. ) oro btx^*^^ icma^ xeu tvx^ «$«!»;• Anna Com- 
oena was born in the purple j ycti her father was no more than a privat* 
tbou(h iUn^ioiu fiibjed, who raifcd himfelf to the enipite. 
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^ the ignorance and flattery of the Italian fub* c h a lu 
jcdfi '•• His genuine defcenr may be afcribed to ^^^ 
the fecond or middle order of private nobility ^\ 
He fprang from a race of vaJvqffors or bannerets^ 
of the diocefe of the Coutances, in the lower Nor« 
mandy : the caftle of Hauteville was their honour* 
able feat : his father Tancred was confpicuous in 
the court and army of the duke ; and his military 
lervice was furniflied by ten foldiers or knights*. 
Two marriages, of a rank not unworthy of his 
own, made him the father of twelve fons, who 
were educated at home by the impartial tenderneft 
of his fecond wife* But a narrow patrimony waa 
infufficient for this numerous and daring progeny ; 
they law around the neigbbpurhood the mifchiefs 
of poverty and difcord, and refoived to feek in 
foreign wars a more glorious inheritance. Two 
only remained to perpetuate the race, and cherifli 
their father's age : their ten brothers, as they fuc« 
ceffively attained the vigour of manhood, departed 
from the caftle, pafied the Alps, and joined the 
Apulian camp of the Normans* The elder were 



J9 Qiannon« (torn. it. p. i.) forgets all his original authors, and refts thi| 
f dncely ckijccnt on the credit of Invcges, an Auguftine monk of Fakrmo in 
thjp Ja(l century. They continue the fucceflion of dukes from RoIk> to Wil* 
liam II. the Baftard or Conqueror, whona they hold (commuoemente Q 
tiene) to be the father bf Tancred of HautevMle : a meA- Grange and ftupen* 
dous blunder) The fons of Tancred fought in Apulia, before William II. 
was three years old (A. D. 1037.). 

40 The judgment of Du Cange is ju/l and moderate ; Certe humills fuit ae 
tenuis Roberti familia, fi ducalem et regium fpeftcmus apicem, ad quern 
poftea pervenit ^ qu» honefta tamen et praeter nobiiium vulgarium Aatum et 
cenditionem iliudris habita eft, *< qux nee humi reperet nee altum quid ta<> 
meret.** (Willielm. Malmlbur, de Gcftis Anglorum, I. iii. p. 107. Not. ad 
Alexiad. p. 130.). 

prompted. 
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CHAP, prompted by native fpirit ; their fuccefs encou-« 
^^** raged their younger brethren , and the three firfi: 
in feniority, William, Drogo, and Humphrey, 
deferved to be the chiefs of their nation and the 
founders of the new republic. Robert was the 
eldeft of the feven fons of the- fecond marriage ; 
and even the reludant praife of his foes has en- 
dowed him with the heroic qualities of a foldier 
and a ftatefman. His lofty ftature furpafled the 
tailed of his army : his limbs were caft in 'the 
true proportion of ftrength and gracefulnefs } and 
to the decline of life, he maintained the patient 
vigour of health and the commanding dignity of 
his form. His complexion was ruddy, his fhoulders^ 
were broad, his hair and beard were long and of 
a flaxen colour, his eyes fparkled with fire, and 
his voice, like that of Achilles, could imprefs obe- 
dience and terror amidft the tumult of battle. la 
the ruder ages of chivalry, fuch qualifications are 
not below the notice of the poet or hiftorian : they 
may obferve that Robert, at once, and with equal 
dexterity, could wield in the right hand hi& 
fword, his lance in the left ; that in the battle 
of Civitella, he was thrice unhorfed; and that 
in the clofe of that memorable day he was ad- 
judged to have borne away the prize of valour 
from the warriors of the two armies^'. His 

boundlefs 



41 Khali quote with pleafurc fome of the bc/l lines of the Apulian (1. iU 
p. •70.) : 

Pugnas utrSque manii, nee lancea cafla nee enfis 
Caflus eraty quocunque manu deducere veliet. 
Ter dejedus equo, ter viribus ipfe refunnptii. 
Major in arma redit: flimulos furor ipfe miniilrat^r 

171 
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boundlefs ambition was founded on the confciouf- c h a p« 
nefs of fuperior worth : in the purfuit of great- 
nefs, he was never arretted by the fcruples of 
juftice, and feldom moved by the feelings of hu- 
manity t though not infenfible of fame, the choice 
of open or clandeftlne means was determined only 
by his prefent advantage. The furname of GuiJ^ 
cUrd^^ was applied to this mafter of political wif- 
dom, which is too often confounded with the prac- 
tice of diflimulation and deceit; and Robert is 
praifed by the Apulian poet for excelling the 
cunning of Ulyffes and the eloquence of Cicero^ 
Yet thefe arts were difguifed by an appearance or 
military franknefs : in his highed fortune^ he was 
acceffible and courteous to his fellow-foldiers ; 
and while he indulged the prejudices of his new 
fubjedls, he affeded in his drefs and manners to 
maintain the ancient fafhion of his country. He 
grafped with a rapacious, that he might diftribute 
with a liberal hand : his primitive indigence had 
taught the habits of frugality ; the gain of a mer- 
chant was not below his attention ; and his pri- 
foners were tortured with flow and unfeeling 
cruelty to force a difcovery of their fecret treafure. 
According to the Greeks, he departed from Nor- 
mandy with only five followers on horfeback and 

Ut Leo £um fren4ensi> &c. 



Nullus in hoc bello ficati poll betla probatam eft 

ViQor vcl viflusy tarn magnos edidit idus* 
4* The Norman writers and editors mod converfant with their own idioniy 
Interpret Gulfcatdot H^ijcard^ by Callidus^ a cunning man. The root (wife) 
Is fiamiliar to our ear; and in the old word ff^/eaere, I can diHcern fometbing 
of a fimilar fenfe and ternnination. Tuv 4^vx^y ^AWpyoTwrofy is no bad 
tranflation of the furAame and chara6ler of Robert* 

Vol. X. T thirty 
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CHAP, thirty on foot ; yet even this allowance appears, too 
t^jiyi^ bountiful : the fixth fon of Tancred of Hauteville 
pafled the Alps as a pilgrim ; and his firft military 
band was levied among the adventurers of Italy* 
His brothers and countrymen had divided the fer- 
tile lands of Apulia; but they guarded their 
ihares with the jealoufy of avarice ; the afpiring 
youth was driven forwards to the mountains of 
Calabria, and in his firft exploits againft the 
Greeks and the natives, it is not eafy to difcrimi- 
• ^ nate the hero from the robber. To furprife a 
caftle or a convent, to enfnare a wealthy citizen, 
to" plunder the adjacent villages for neceffary food, 
were the obfcure labours which formed and ezej- 
cifed th^ powers of his mind and body* The 
Volunteers of Normandy adhered to his flandard } 
and, under his command, the peafants of Ca- 
labria afiumed the name and cbarader of Nor- 
^ mans* 
Hisambi. ' As the gcnius of Robert expanded with his 
fuwd-sf fortune, he awakened the jealoufy of his elder 
AD. I0S4 brother, by whom, in a traafient quarrel, his life 
was threatened and his liberty reftraiaed* After 
the death of Humphrey, the tender age of his fons 
excluded them from the command; they were 
reduced to a private eftate by the ambition of 
their guardian and uncle ; and Guifcard was ex- 
alted on a buckler, and faluted count of Apulia 
and general of the republic. With an increafe of 
authority and of force, he refumed the conqueft 
of Calabria, and foon afpired to a rank that 
fliould raife him for ever above the heads of his 
'equals. By fome afls of rapine or facrilege, he 

had 
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tad incurred a papal excommunication : but Ni* c ha p. 
cholas the fecond was eafily perfuaded, that the 
divifions of friends could terminate only in their 
mutual prejudice; that the Normans were the 
faithful champions of the Holy See ; and it was 
&fer to truft the alliance of a prince than the 
caprice of an ariftocracy. A fynod of one hun-< 
dred Infhops was convened at Melphi; and the 
count interrupted an id^rtant enterprife to guard 
the perfon and execute the decrees of the Roman 
pontiff* His gratitude and policy conferred on 
Robert and his pbfterity, the ducal title ^, with 
the inveftiture of Apulia^ Calabria, and all the 
lands, both in Italy and Sicily, which his fword 
could refcue from the fchifmatic Greeks and the 
unbelieving Saracens^. This apoftolic fan£Hon 
might juftify his arms ; but the obedience cif a 
free and vi£lorious people could not be transferred 
without their confent; and Guifcard diflfembled 
his elevation till the enfuing campaign had beea 
illuftratied by the conqueft of Confenza and Reg« 
gio. In the hour of triumph, he aflembled his 
troops, and folicited the Normans to confirm by 
their fuffrage the judgment of the vicar of Chrift : 
the foldiers hailed with- joyful acclamations their 

41 The acquifition of the ducal title by Robert Guifcard is a nice and 
©bfcurc bufineft. With the good advice of Giannone, Muratori, and St. 
Marc, 1 liave endeavoured to form a confiftcnt and probable narrative. 

44 Baronius (Annal. Ecclcf. A. D. 1059, No 69.) has published th« 
original aO. He profeifes to have copied it frona the Ubtr Cenfuumt a 
Vatican MS. Yet a Liber Cenfuum ofv the xii^** century has been printed 
by Muratori (Antiquit. medii iEvi, torn. v. p. 851—908 ): and the names 
^ Vatican and C^inal awakea the fufpiclons of a pixHeftwt> «nd «ven of 
^ philofopber. 

T 3 valiant 
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CHAP, valiant duke ; and the counts, his former .equals^ 



LVI. 



pronounced the oath of fidelity, with hollow fmiles 
Duke of and fecrct indignation. After this inauguration, 
A.V1060. Robert ftyled himfelf, " by the grace^ofGod and 
** St. Peter, duke of Apulia, Calabria, and here- 
*' after of Sicily j** and it was the labour of 
twenty .years to deferve and realife thefe lofty 
appellations. Such tardy progrefs, in a narrow 
^ace, may feem unworthy of the abilities of the 
chief and the fpirit of the nation : but the Nor- 
mans were few in number ; their refources were 
fcanty ; their fervice was voluntary and preca- 
rious. . The braveft defigns of the duke were 
fometimes oppofed by the free voice of his parlia- 
inent of barons : the twelve counts of popular 
eledion, confpired againfl: his authority ; and 
againft their perfidious uncle, the fons of Hum- 
phrey demanded juftice and revenge. By his 
policy and vigour, Guifcard difcovered their plots, 
fuppreifed their rebellions, and punifhed the 
guilty with death or exile : but in thefe domeftic 
feuds, his years, and the national flrengtb, were 
unprofitably confumed. After the defeat of his 
foreign enemies, the Greeks, Lombards;, and 
Saracens, theic^ broken forces retreated to the 
ftrong and populous cities of the fea-coaft. They 
excelled in the arts of fortification and defence } 
the Normani were accuftomed to ferve on horfe- 
back in the field, and their rude attempts could 
only fucceed by the eflPorts of perfevering courage* 
The refiflance of Salerno was maintained above 
eight months : the fiege or blockade of Bari lafted 
near four years. In thefe adions the Norman 

7 duke 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 477 

I 

duke was the forembft in every danger ; in every chap. 
fatigue the laft and mod patient. As he preffed ._^^-^ 
the citadel of Salerno, an huge ftone from the 
rampart (hattered one of his military engines; 
and by a fplinter he was wounded in the bread* 
Before the gates of Bari, he lodged in a miferable 
hut or barrack, compofed of dry branches, and 
thatched with ftraw ; a perilous ftation, on all fides 
open to the inclemency of the winter and the fpears 
of the enemy *^ 

The Italian conquefts of Robert correfpond his Italian 
with the limits of the prefent kingdom of Naples ; c®*^^"cfti, 
and the countries united by his arms have not 
been diflevered by the revolutions of feven hun- 
dred years *^ The monarchy has been compofed 
of the Greek provinces of Calabria and Apulia, 
of the Lombard principality of Salerno, the re- 
public of Amalphi, and the inland dependencies 
of the large and ancient dutchy of.Bisneventum. 
Three diftrids only were exempted from the com- 
mon law of fubjeftion ; the firft for ever, and the 
two laft till the middle of the fucceeding century. 
The city and immediate territory of Benevento 
had been transferred, by gift or exchange, from 
the German emperor to the Roman pontiff; and 
although this holy land was fometimes invaded, 
the ns^me of St, Peter was finally more potent than 

45 Read the life of Guifcard in the fecond and third books of the Apulian> 
the firft and fecond books of Maiaterra. 

♦* The conquefts of Robert Guifcard and Roger I. the exemption of 
Benevento and the xii provinces of the kingdom, are fairly cxpofed by 
Giannone in tiie fecond volume of his Iftoria Civile, 1. ix, x, xi. and 1. xvii. 
p. 460— 470, This modern cUviiion was not eftablilhed before the time of 
Frederic li, 

•T3 the 
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CHAP, the fwotd of the Normanst Their firft colony of 
K^^^-^f Averia fubdued and held the ftate of Capita ; and 
her princes were ^ reduced to beg their bread 
before the palace of theii fathers. The dukes of 
Naples, the prefent metropolis, maintained the 
popular freedom, under the fhadow of the Bjr 
ssantine empire. Among the new acquifitions of 
Guifcard, the fcience of Salerno *^ and the trade 
of Amalphi^% may detain for a moment the cu- 
School of riofity of the reader. I. Of the learned faculties, 
jurifprudence iipplies the previous eft^bliflimept of 
laws and property ; and theology may perhaps be 
fuperfeded by the full light of religion and reafon. 
But the favage and the fage ^luft alike implore 
the afliftancg of phyfic j find, if our difeafes are 
inflamed by lu^cury, the mifchiefs of blows and 
wounds would be more frequent in the ruder ages 
of fociety. The treafures qf Grecfaii medicine 
had been communicated to the Arabian colonies 
of Africa, Spain, and Sicily ; and in the inter- 
courfe of peace and war, a fpar^ of knowledge had 
been kindled and cheriflied at Salerno, an illuf- 
trious city, in which tjip men were Jioneft, and 

47 Ciannone (torn. ii*. p. ii9-*i»70> ^wratori (Antjqiiitat. medii /Evi, 
tom.iii. diffcrt. xliv. p. 935, 936.), and Tirabofchi (Iftoria della Leitetura 
Italiana), have given an hirtorical account of thcfe phylicians j fbcir iftedicaj 
knowledge and pradicc muft be Jeft to oi|r phyOchn?. 

48 At the end of the Hiiloria Pandeftarum of Henry BrepcVman (Tra. 
Jcai ad Rbcnum, 1721,^4'°), the indefatigable author has infcrted two 
diflcrtations, de Republica Amalphitana, and de Amalphi a Pifanis di- 
repta, which are built on the teftimonics of one hundred and forty writers. 
Yet he has forgotten two moft important paflages of the embaffy of Liut- 
prand -(A. D. 9^9.), which compare the trade and navigation of Ama]ph| 
fvi^h that of Vf nice. 
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Ac women beautiful ^^ A fchool, the firft that chap. 
arofe in the: darknefs o£ Europe, was confecrated >,^m..^.w 
to the healing art : the confcience of monks and 
UAops was reconciled to that falutary and lucra- 
tive profeffion; and a crowd of patients, of the 
moil eminent rank, and mod diftant climates^ 
invited or vifited the phyfi clans of Salerno. They 
were protefted by the Norman conquerors ; and 
Guifcard, though *bred in arms, could difqern the 
merit and value of a philofopher. After a piU 
grimace of thirty-nine years, Conftantine, an Afri- 
can Chriftian, returned from Bagdad, a mafter of 
the language and learning of the Arabians ; and 
Salerno was enriched by the praftice, the leflbns, 
and the writings, of the pupil of Avicenna. The 
fchool of medicine has long flept in the name of 
an univerfity ; but her precepts are abridged in a 
firing of aphorifms, bound together in the Leonine 
verfes, or Latin rhymes, of the twelfth century '^ ^ 
II. Seven miles to the weft of Salerno, and thirty Trade of 
to the fouth of Naples, the obfcure town of Amal- ^'^^ ^ 
phi difplayed the power and rewards of induftry. 
The land, however fertile, was of narrow extent ; 
but the fea was acceflible and open : the inhabit- 

49 Urb8 Latii non eft hac delldofior urbe, 

Frugibiis arboribus vino redundat 4 et unde 

Nod tibi poina, nuces, nun pulchra palatia defuntf 

Non fpecies muiiebris abeft prohitafque virorum. 

(Gulielmus Appulus, 1. nU p« 167.) 

fo Muratori carries their antiquity above the year (1066) of the death of 
{dward the Confeflbr, the rtx Anghrum to whom they are addrcfled. Nor 
is this date aflbded by the opinion) or rather miftake, of Pafquier (Recher- 
ches de la France, 1. vii« c. a.) and Ducange (GloiTar. Latin.)* The prac- 
tice of rhyming, as early as the vii'** century; vtras borrowed from the 
languages of the North and Eafl (Muratori, Antiquitat. torn, ill. diflfert. xL 
f». 636^7o8.). 
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c HA p. ants firft affumcd the office of fupplying the 
weftern v^orld with the manu&dures and pro* 
du£tions.of the Eaft; and this ufefiil traffic was 
the fource of their opulence and freedom. The 
government was popular under the adminiflration 
of a duke and the fupremacy of the Greek em- 
peror. Fifty thoufand citizens were numbered in 
the walls of Amalphi; nor was any city more 
abundantly provided with gold, filver, and the ob- 
je£ls of precious luxury. The mariners who 
fwarmed in her port excelled in the theory and 
practice of navigation and aftronomy; and the 
difcovery of the compafs, which has Opened the 
globe, is due to their ingenuity or good fortune. 
Their trade was extended to the coafts, or at leafl: 
to the commodities, of Africa, Arabia, and India ; 
and their fettlements in Condantinople, Antioch, 
Jerufalem, and Alexandria, acquired the privileges 
of independent colonies ''• After three hundred 
years of prorp)erity» Amalphi was oppreiTed by the 
arms of the Normans, and facked by the jealoufy 
of Pifa ; but the poverty of one thoufand fifhermen 
is yet dignified by the remains of an arfenal, a 
cathedral, and the palaces of royal merchants. 

5< The defcrjptlon of Amalphi, by William thp Apulian (1. iii. p> zSy.), 
contains much truth and feme poetry 3 and the third line may be applied IQ 
(he Tailor's compafs : 

Nu)la magis locuples argento, veftibus, auro 
Partibus innumeris: hac plurimus urbe moratur 
NautS marit cteFtque vias aferire peritus. 
Hue et AJexandri diverfa feruntur ab urbe 
Regis, et Antiochi. Gens haec freta plurima tranfit* 
His Arabes, Indi, Siculi nafcuntur et Afri. 
Haec gens eft totum prope nobilitata per orbem, 
ft iTierc^ndo fcren^^ et amans mercata refcrre. 

Roger, 
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' Roger, the twelfth and laft of the fons of Tan- chap. 
cred, had been long detained in Normandy by his v.-^^.^ 
own and his father's age. He accepted the welcome ^f"^".f^ 

r ' nil* Sicily 

lummons; hauened to the Apulian camp; and by count 
deferred at firft the efteem, ?ind afterwards the a°d.*^*io6o 
envy, of his elder brother, .Their valour and — ^°9o« 
ambition were equal j but the youth, the beauty, 
the elegant manners, of Roger, engaged the dif- 
interefted love of his foldiers and people. So 
fcanty was his allowance, for himfelf and forty 
followers, that he defcended from conqueil to 
robbery, and from robbery to domeftic theft ; and 
fo Ibofe were the notions of property, that, by his 
own hiftorian, at his fpecial command, he is ac- 
cufed of ftealing horfes from a ftable at Melphi **. 
His fpirit emerged from poverty and difgrace : 
from thefe bafe praftices he rofe to the merit and 
glory of a holy war ; and the invafion of Sicily 
was feconded by the zeal and policy of his brother 
Guifcard. After the retreat of the Greeks, the 
idolaters^ a moft audacious reproach of the Catho- 
lics, had retrieved their loiTes and poiTeifions ; but 
the deliverance of the iiland, fo vainly undertaken 
by the forces of the Eaftern empire, was at- 
chieved by a fmall and private band of adven- 



^A Latrocinio armigeroram fuorum in mpltis fuftentabatur, quod quidem 
ad ejus ignominiam non dicimus ; fed ipfo ita prsccipiente adliuc viliora et 
reprehenfibiliora di^uri fumus ut pluribus patefcat quim laboriofe et cum 
quantft auguftid a profundi paupertate ad rummum culmen divicijrum vei 
honoris atUgerit. Such is the preface of Malaterra (1. 1. c. 15 ) to the horfcr 
ftealing. From the moment (1. i. c. 19.) that he has mentioned his patron 
Roger, the elder brother fink? into the fecond charadler. Something fimilar 
in Veileius Paterculus may be obferved of Auguftus and Tiberius. 

tqrerst 
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CHAP, turers ". In the firft attempt, Roger braved, in 
^^-' ah open boat, the real and fabulous dangers of 
Scylla and Charybdis j landed with - only fixty 
foldiers on a hoftile fhore ; drove the Saracens to 
the gates of Meffina ; and fafely returned with the 
fpoils of the adjacent country. In the fortrefs of 
Trani, his aftive and patient courage were equally 
confpicuous* In his old age he related with plea* 
fure, that, by the diftrefs of the liege, himfelf^ 
;and the coutitefs his wife, had been reduced to a 
iingle cloak or mantle, which they wore alter* 
pately : that in a fally his horfe had been ilain, 
land he was dragged away by the Saracens ; but 
that he owed his refcue to his good fword, and 
bad retreated with his faddle on his bacl^, left the 
meaneft trophy might be left in the hands of the 
mifcreants. In the fiege of Trani, three hundred 
Jformans withftood and fepulfed the forces of the 
iiland. In the field of Cer^mio, fifty thoufand 
horfe and foot were overthrown by one hundred 
and thirty-fix Chriftian foldiers, without r^kon* 
ing St. George, who fought on horfeback in th^ 
foremoft ranks^ The captive banners, with four 
camels, were referved for the fucceffors of St, 
Peter ; and had thefe barbaric fpoils been expofed 
not in the Vatican, but in the Capitol, they might 
have revived the piemory of the Funic triumphs* 



5? Duo fihi proficua deputans anims fcilicet et corporis fi terrain Idolit 
deditam ad cultum divinuin revocaret (Galfrid Mal^terra^ 1. ii. c. i.) Th^ 
corqucft ( f Sicily is related in the three lad hoolcs, and he himfelf ha« giveo 
an accurate fummary of tlic chapters (p. 5^— S40.)» 

Tbefe 
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1%efe infufBcient numbers of the Normans mod chap. 
probably denote their knights, th^e foldiers of ho- 
nourable and equeftrian rank, each of whom Was 
lattended by five or fix followers in the field'*; 
yet, with the aid of this interpretation, and after 
^very fair allowance on the fide of valour, arms, 
?uid reputation, the difcomfiture of fo many my? 
riads will reduce the prudent reader to the alterna- 
Uve of a miracle or a fable^ The Arabs of Sicily 
derived a frequent and powerful fuccour froni 
their countrymen of Africa ; in the fiege of Pa- 
lermo, the Norman cavalry was affifted by tbd 
gallies of Pifa; and, in the hour of adlion, the 
jcnvy of the :two brothers was fublimed to a gener 
rous and invincible emulation. After a war of 
thirty years '', Roger, with the title of great 
count, obtained the fovereignty of the largeft and 
mod fruitful ifland of the Mediterranean ; and hi9 
^dminiftratlon difplays a )tt>era} and enlightened 
mind above the limits of his age and education^ 
The Moflcms were maintained in the free enjoy- 
ment of their religion and property *^ j a philofo- 
pher and phyfician of Mazara, of the race of Ma- 
l^omef, harapgued the conqueror, and was invited 



54 See the word m/itet. In the Latin Gloflary of Dacange. 

$5 Of^,<^<i particulars, I Itaro from MaJaterra, that the Arabi had Intro v 
^uced into Sicily the uie of camels (l.i« c 33.) and of carrierrpigeoBS (c. 41. } I 
and that the biteof.tliq tarantula provokes a windy difpoiition, quae per anum 
inhonci^e crepitando emergii :,a.rymptom moft rtdiculoudy felt by the whole 
Korman army in their camp near Palermo (c. 36.). I fliall add an etymology 
pot unworthy of the }ti^^ century : Meffana i$ derived from Meffis, the place 
from whence ^he harvefts of the ifle were fent in tribute to Rome (I. ii» 

5^ See the capitulation of Palermo in Malaterra» I. ii. c. 4$. andCiannone, 
Iftho remarks the general toleration of the Saracens (torn U. p« yz,)* 

to 
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to court ; his geography of the feven climates was 
tranflatcd into Latin ; and Roger, after a diligent 
pcrufal, preferred the work of the Arabian to the 
writings of the Grecian Ptolemy "• A remnant of 
Chriftian natives had promoted the fuccefs of the 
Normans : they were rewarded by the triumph of 
the Crofs. The ifland was reftored to the jurif- 
didion of the Roman pontiff; new bilhops were 
planted in the principal cities ; and the clergy was 
fatisfied by a liberal endowment of churches and 
xnonafteries. Yet the Catholic hero afferted the 
rights of the civil magiftrate. Inftead of refigning 
the inveftiture of benefices, he dextroufly applied 
to his own profit the papal claims ; the fupre- 
macy of the crown was fecured and enlarged, by 
the fingular bull, which declares the princes of 
Sicily hereditary and perpetual legates of the Holy 
See**- 

To Robert Guifcard, the conqueft of Sicily 
isiras more glorious than beneficial : the poiTeflion 
of Apulia and Calabria was inadequate to his 
ambition J and he refolved to embrace or create 



57 John Leo Afer» <JeMe(UcU ct PHilofophis Atabibus, c. 14. apud Fabric. 
Bibiiot. Gr3ec« torn. xiii. p. 2789 279. This philofopher is named Efleriph 
EfTachalH, and he died in Africa, A.H. 5169 A. D. 1122. Yet this ftory 
bears a (trange refeihblance to the Sherif ad Edriffi, who prefented'his book 
(Geographia Nubienfis, fee preface^ p. 8S. 90. 170.) to Roger king of Sicily^ 
A.H. 548, A. D. 1153 (d^Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 78^. Pri^ 
deaux*» Life of Mahomet, p. i88* Petit de la Croix, Hift. de Gengifcant 
V' 535' 5S^* Cafiri, Biblibt. Arab. Hifpan. torn. ii. p. 9—13.) | and I am 
afraid of fome miftake. 

5* Maiaterra remarks the foundation of the biftoprics (L iv. c- 7.), and 
produces the original of the bull (L iv. c. 29.). Giannone gives a rational 
idea of ch^s privilege, and the tribunal of the monarchy of Sicily (torn. iL 
p. 95 — loa.) j and St. Marc (Abregi, tom. iiL p. 2i7«-30|. !•'* column) 
labours the cafe with the dUigcnce of a Sicilian lawyer, 

the 
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the firft occafion of invading, perhaps of fubduing, chap. 
the Roman empire of the Eaft *^ From his firft 
wife, the partner of his humble fortunes, he had 
been divorced under the pretence of confanguinity ; 
and her fon Bohemond was deftined to imitate, 
rather than to fucceed, his illuftrious father. The 
fecond wife of Guifcard was the daughter of the 
princes of Salerno ; the Lombards acquiefced ia 
the lineal fucccffion of their fon Roger ; their five 
daughters were given in honourable nuptials **, 
and one of them was betrothed, in a tender age, 
to Conftantine, a beautiful youth, the fon and 
heir of the emperor Michael ^\ But the throne of 
Conftantinople was fhaken by a revolution : the im- 
perial family of Ducas was confined to the palace or 
the cloifter ; and Robert deplored, and refented, 
the difgrace of his daughter and the expulfion of his 
ally. A Greek, who ftyled himfelf the father of 
Conftantine, foon appeared at Salerno, and related 



59 In the firft expedition of Robert againft the Greeks, I folbw Anna 
Pomnena (the i*S iii^ iv^^, and v^^ books of the Aiexiad), William Appu* 
lus (1. iv^'* and v'^, p. 170— 175.)> and Jeffrey Malaterra (1. iii. c. 13, 14. 
24 — 29. 39*). Their information is contemporary and authentic> but none 
of theiti were eye- wttncflTvC of the war. 

' Co One of them was married to Hugh, the Ton of Azzo, or Axo, a mar- 
quis of Lombardy, rich, powerful, and fioh/e (Gulielm. Appul. 1. iii. p. 267! } 
in the xi'^ century, and whofe anceftors in the x'^ and ix^^ are explored by 
the critical induftry of Leibnitz and Muratori. From the two elder fons of 
the marquis Azzo, are derived the illuftrious lines of Brunfwick and £fte* 
See Muratorj, Antichttae Eftenfe* 

6t Anna Comnena, fomewhat too wantonly, praifes and bewails that 
handfome boy, who, after the rupture of his barbaric nuptials (1. !• p. 23.^, 
was betrothed as her hufband ; he was o^wX/uus ^<nuq • . ■ • • Bsy 
X»p*w 9»^or»jxt)u» • • • • ;^fU9» ytyi^; a^ppoy, tec, (p. 270* Elfewhere, 
file defcribet the red and wkice of his ikin^ his hawk's eyes^ &c. 1. iii, 
p. 71, 

the 
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c HA p, tfee'aflventures of bis fall and ffight. That \mf<yt* 
tunaite friend was acknowledged by the duke, and 
adorned with the pomp and titles of Imperial 
dignity : in his triumphal progrefs through Apulia 
^nd Calabria, MichaeP"* was faluted with thqi 
tears and acclamations of the people; and popo 
Gregorythefeventh exhorted the bifliops topreach, 
and the Catholics to fight, in the pious works of 
his. reftoration. ' His converfations with Robert 
were frequent and familiar ; and their mutual 
promifes were juftified by the valour of the Nor- 
mans and the treafures of the Eaft. Yet this Mi* 
chael, by the confeffion of the Greeks and Latins, 
was a pageant and an impoftor ; i monk who had 
fled from his convent, or a domeftic who had ferved 
in the palace. The fraud had been contrived by 
the fubtle Guifcard ;-and he trufted, that after this 
pretender had given a decent colour to his arms^ 
he would fink, at the nod of the cdaqueror, inta 
his primitive obfcurity. But vidtory was the only 
argument that could determine the belief of the 
Greeks ; and the ardour of the Latins was much 
inferior to their credulity: the Norman veterans 
wifhed to enjoy the harveft of their toils, and the 
un\yarlike Italians trembled at the known and 
unknown dangers of a tranfmarine expedition* 
In his new levies, Robert exerted the influence of 

' ^ Anna Comncna> I. i. p. aS, 29, Gullelm, Appul. 1. iv< p. ^7X. Cai* 

frid Malatcrra, 1. iii. c. 13. p. 579 » 580. Mala^rra is ixior« cautious in hi» 
ityle ; but tlie Apuiian is bold and pofitive. , 

—J — Mentitus fe Mic}iaple,m, 
Vencrat a Danais quidam fe<Uidor ad ilium* ' 
As Gregory VI I. had believed, Baroniusj almoA aloDe, rccogalses the empe* 
ror Michael (A* D. 10809 No 44. }• 

giftt 
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gifts and the promifes, terrors of civil and eccleli- ^ ha f. 
aftical authority j and fome afts of violence might ^^. ■ >^-w 
juftify the reproach, that age and infancy were 
preffed without diftinftion into the fervicc of their 
unrelenting prince. After two years indeffaat 
preparations, the land and naval forces were 
aflembled at Otranto, at the heel, or extreme 
promontory of Italy ; and Robert was accompa- 
nied by his wife, who fought by his fide, his fou 
Bphemond, and the reprefcntative of the emperor 
MichaeL Thirteen hundred knights*^ of Nor- 
man race or difcipline, formed, the finews of the 
army, which might be fwelled to thirty thou- 
fand ^ followers of every denomifaation. The 
men, the horfes, the arms, the engines, the 
wooden towers, covered with raw hides, were 
embarked on board one hundred and fifty veffels": 
the tranfports had been built in the ports of Italy, 
and the gallies were fupplied by the alliance pf the 
republic of Ragufa. 

At the mouth of the Adriatic gulf, the fhores siege of 
of Italy and Epirus incline towards each other. A!a"ogr, 
The fpace between Brundufium and Durazzo, the J"*^* '7- 
Roman paflage, is no more than one bundred 

63 Ipfearmats milltlse non plufquam mccc mllices fecum habiuife, ab eis 
^uleidem ncgotio Interfuerunc atudatur (MaUterra, 1. iii. c* 24. p. 5S3.J. 
Thefc are the fame whom the Apujian (i. iv. p. 273,) ftylej the cqueftria 
^ns ducis^ equite$ de gente duels. 

^ Ek( Tp*«xo»T» ;((Xia^»f» fays Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. i. p. 37.) ; 
and her account tallies with the number and lading of the fliips, I vit hi Dyr- 
rachium cum xv millibus hominum, fays the Chronicon Breve Norman- 
nicum (Muratori, Scriptorcs, torn. v. p. lyS.)* I have endeavoured to 
flSConcUc xhtSt reckonings. 

5 miles } 
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c HA P. miles ** ; at the laft ftjttion of Otranto, it is 
contraftcd to fifty ^^ j and this narrow diftance 
had fuggefted to Pyrrhus and Pompey the fublime 
or extravagant idea of a bridge. Before the ge- 
neral embarkation, the Norman duke difpatched 
Bohemond with fifteen gallics to feize or threaten 
the iflc of Corfu, to furvey the oppofite coaft, and 
to fecure an harbour in the neighbourhood of 
Vallona for the landing of the troops. They 
paffed and landed without perceiving an enemy ; 
and this fuccefsfiil experiment difplayed the ne- 
glefl: and decay of the naval power of the Greeks. 
The iflands of Epirus and the maritime towns 
were fubdued by the arms or the name of Robert, 
who led his fleet and army from Corfu (I ufe 
the modern appellation) to the fiege of Durazzo. 
That city, the weftern key of the empire, was 
guarded by ancient renown, and recent fortifica- 
tions, by George Palaeologus, a patrician, vifto- 
rious in the Oriental wars, and a numerous garrifon 
of Albanians and Macedonians, who, in every age, 
have maintained the character of foldi^rs. In the 
profecution of his enterprife, the courage of Guif- 
card was aflailed by every form of danger and 



^S The Itinerary of Jerufalera (p, 609. edit. WeflTcUng) gives a true and 
reafonable fpace of a thoufand ftadia, or one hundred miles, which is ftningel/ 
doubled by Strabo (1. vi. p«4330 and Pliny (Hifl. Natur. iii. x6.]. 

66 Pliny (Hift. Natt iii. 6. 16.) allows fulnquaginta miMisL for this bfevilfi* 
mus curfus, and agrees with the real diftance from Otranto to La Vallona, 
or Auion (d*Anville, Analyfe de fa Carte des Cotes de la Grere, &c. p. 3«— 
€.)• Hermolaus Barbarus, who fubftitntes centum (Harduin,' Not. Ixvl. in 
Plin. 1. iii.)y n)igbt have been corre^ed by every Vecttian pilot who had' 
laHed out of the gu]ph« .. t 
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mifehabce. Iii the moil propitious feafon 6( thti c h a p. 
year, aa his fleet pafTed along the coaft, a ftorm of 
mnd aaid fodw unexpe6tedly atofe : the Adriatic 
ivas fwdled by the raging blaft of the fouth, and 
a new ihipWt'^ek confirmed (he old in£a.my of the 
Acrocci'auntan tocks ^^ The fails, the mafts, and 
the- oars^ were fliattered or torn away i the fea 
and ihdlre were covered with the fragments of vef* 
fels, with' arms and dead bodies ; and the greateft 
part of the provifions wete either drowiied of 
damaged^ The ducal gstlley was laboriouily re^ 
{icued frbm the waves^ and Robert hatted fevea 
days on the adjacent cape^ to collect the relics of 
his I0& and revive the drooping fpirits of his foU 
diers. The Normans were no longer the bold 
and experienced mariners who had explored the 
ocean from Greenland to mount Atlas^ and who 
fmiled at the petty dangers of the Mediterranean. 
They had wejH during the tempeftj they were 
alarmed by the hoftile approach of the Venetians^ 
who had been folicited by the prayers and pro- 
mifes of the Byzantine court. The firft day's 
a£lion was not difadvantageous to Bohemond, a 
beardlefs youth *% who led the naval powers of 
his fathen Ail night the gallies of the republic 
lay on their anchors in the form of a crefcent j and 

67 lofamet fcopuloii Acroceraunia, Horat. cafm. 1. j. The precipitem^ 
Africum deceftantennr Aquilonibu^ et rabiem Noti, and the monAra natantia 
of the Adriatic* are fomewhat enlarged j but Horace trembling for the lii» 
•f Vlrgi!»i$ 9A intereftingnnomenc in the hiftory of poetry and friendihip. 

** iTotfir h tK Td» ir<ayw» avra s<pvfi^Krci.rruv (Alexias, 1. iv. p^. io€.)- 
Vel the Normans (haved» and the Venetians wore their beards ; they mud- 
have derided the /f»-beard of BohemMd $ anharfli interpretation 1 (Ducange^ 
Hot^ad Alexiad p. 283.)^ 

Voi.»X. U the 
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CHAP, the viftoty of the fecond day wa« decided by the 

1^ V J* 



dexterity of their evolutions, the ftation of their 
archers, the weight of their javelins, and the 
borrowed aid of the Greek fire. The Apultan 
and Ragufian veffels fled to the (hore, feveral were 
cut from their cables and dragged away by the 
conqueror ; and a Tally from the town carried 
{laughter and difmay to the tents of the Norman 
duke, A ifeafonable relief was poured into Du- 
tazzo, and as foon as the befiegers had loft the 
command of the fea, the iflands and itiaritime 
tawns withdrew from the camp the fupply of tri- 
bute and provifion. That camp was foon afflifted 
with a peftilential difeafej' five hundred knights 
perifhed by an iriglorious death ; and the lift of 
burials (if all could obtain * a decent burial) 
amounted to ten thoufand perfons. Under thefe 
Calamities, the miild of Guifcard alone was firm 
rrhd invincible : and while he collefted new forces 
from Apulia and Sicily, he battered, or fcaled, 
or fapped, the walk of Durazzo. But his in- 
duftry and valour were ei\countered by equal 
valour and more perfeft'induftry, A moveable 
turret, of a fize and capacity to contain five 
hundred foldiers,- had been rolled forwards to 
the foot of the rampart : but the defcent of the 
door or draw-bridge was checked by an enormous 
beam, and the wooden ftrufture was inftantly con- 
fumed by artificial flames, 
T!)e anny While the Roman empire was attacked by the 
ol'd'e'em- Turks in the Eaft and the Normans in the Weft, 

m 

^7'^': the aged, fucceflfqr of Michael furrendered the 

^pni- fceptre to the hands of Alexiusj an illuftrioM 
t . / captain, 
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captain, and the founder of the Coqipenian dy^ 
nady. The princefs Anne, his daughter an4 
hiftorian, obfervea, in her ajffefted ftyk^ that 
even Hercules was unequal to a double combat j 
and, ,on . this principle, (he approves an hafty 
peace with the Turks, which allowed her father 
to undertake in perfon the relief of Durazzo. Oa 
his acceilioi^, Alexius found the camp without 
foldiers and the treafury without money } yet 
fuch were the vigour and activity of his meafures, 
that in fix months he afTembled an army of 
feventy thoufand men % and performed a march 
of five hundred miles. His troops were levied 
in Europe and Afia, from Peloponnefus to the 
Black Sea ; his majefty was difplayed in the filver 
arms and rich trappings of the companies of 
horfe-guards ; and the emperor was atteuded 
by a train of nobles and princes, fome of whom, 
in rapid fuccei&on, had been clothed with the 
purple,., and were indulged by the lenity of the 
times in a life of affluence and dignity. Their 
youthful ardour might animate the multitude; 
but their love of pleafure. and contempt of fub- 
prdination were pregnant with diforder andmif- 
.chief ; and their, importunate clamours for fpeedy 

and decifiv-e adipa difconcerted the prudence c^ 

> 

^ K^uratori (^nali <i*Italja, tom.ix* p. 136, 137.) obferveS| that tome 
authors (Petrus Diacoiv Chron. CaHnen. 1. iii. c 49.) compofe the Greek 
*rmf of ijo'yQpd nfien, 6ut*^hat the burfdred irky be ilruck ofF, and th^t Ma- 
laterra reckons only 70,000: a flight inattention. The paflage to which he 
iliHdety it in the Ckronide oi Lupus Protofpata (Script. Ital. torn. v. p. 45.). 
Malaterra (Uav. c« t7.)fpeak& in bigh9.{3ut indefinite, terms odf the emperor^ 
cu» copilsinnuinerabiiibus: like thd Apulian poet (k. iv« p..'fl7a«): 
• -M^eUiCUftirum Qioate»et plana teg^imur. ; ... 
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Alexfos, who might have (urrounded and ftarvcd 
the befieging army. The enumeration of pro- 
vinces^ recialls a fad cotiiparifon of the paft and 
prefent limits of the Roman world : the raw 
levies were drawn together in hafte and terror; 
and the garrifons of Anatolia, or Afia Minor, 
had been purchafed by the evacuation of the 
cities which were immediately occupied by the 
Turks, The ftrength of the Greek army con- 
fifted in the Varangians, the Scandinavian guards^ 
whdfe numbers were recently augmented by a 
colony of exiles and volunteers from the Britifh 
ifland of Thule. Under the yoke of the Norman 
conqueror, the Danes and Engliih were opprefled 
and urifted : a band of adventurous youths re- 
folved to dcfert a land of flavery ; the fea was 
open to their efcape; and, in their long pil- 
'grimage, they vifitcd every coaft that afforded any 
"htlpe of '.liberty and revenge. They were cnter- 
'tained in the fervice of the Greek emperor ; and 
'their firft ftation was in a new city on the Afiatic 
'fhore : bat Alexius foon recalled them to the 
defence of his perfbn and palace ; and bequeathed 
to his fucceffors the inheritance of their faith 
and valour '\ The name of a Norman iavader 
feicived the memory of thdr wrongs : they 
marched with alacrity againft the national foe, 
and panted to regain in Epirus, the glory which 
^ they had loft in the battle of Haitings. The 

70 Se» WUHam of Malmtbury de Geilis Aogiorumf L ji. p. ^%t AkKiiiK 

.Ikteiii Anglofum fufcipiens przcipuis familiantatibtia fiiis. eos appUcabM, 

amorem.eorum 61iB tranferibcfne. Ordertcus Vitalis (tiift« EccieC Lit^ 

p 50S.I. vii p. 641.) neiAU^ thf ir tmJcratloA irmRH . fintiaad^ an4 their 

fervice iu Greece.^ 
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Varangians were fupported by fome coinpanies of c h a p. 

Franks or Latins; and the rebels, who had fled 

to Conftantinople from the tyranny of Guifcard, 

were eager to fignalife their zeal and gratify their 

revenge. In this emergency the emperor had 

not difdained the impure aid of the Paulicians or 

Manichaeans of Thrace and Bulgaria ; and thefe 

heretics united with the patience of martyrdom, 

the fpirk and difcipline of adive valour^'. The 

treaty with the fultan had procured a fupply of 

fome thoufand Turks; and the arrows of. the 

Scythian horfe were oppofed to the lances o( 

the Norman cavalry. On the report and diftant 

profpcd of thefe formidable numbers, Robert 

affembled a council of his principal officers, 

" You behold/' faid he, " your danger ; it is 

" urgent and inevitable. The billa are covered 

" with arms and ftandards^ and the emperor 

*^ of the Greeks is accuftome|d to wars and tri- 

*• umphs. Obedience and . union are our. onljr 

" fafety ; and I am ready to yield the command 

** to a more worthy leader." The vote and 

acclamation, even of his fecret enemies, affured 

him, in that perilous moment, of their efteem 

and confidence; and the duke thus continued: 

" Let us truft in the rewards of vidory, and 

" deprive cowardice of the means of efcape, 

" Let us burn our veflels and our baggage^ 

" and give battle on this fpot, as if it were the 

" place of our nativity and our burial/* The re* 

folution was unanimoufly approved; aad with. 

71 Sec the Apulian, 1. i. p. 456. TUc charjiaer and ftory of thefe Ma. 
nichaans has been the lubjcft of the \U^^ chapter. 

U 3 out 



294 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, out confining himfelf to his lines, Guifcard 
v^^-v-*-' awaited in battle-array the nearer approach of the 
enemy. His rear was covered by a fmall river ; 
his right wing extended to the fea ; his left to the 
hills : nor was he confcious, perhaps, that on the 
fame ground Csefar and Pompey had formerly dif- 
puted the empire of the world '*. 
Battle of Againft the advice of his wifeft captains, Alex- 

a"d"o8i. ius refolved to rifle the event of a general aftion, 
odobcris. ^j^j exhorted the garrifon of Durazzo to affift 
their own deliverance by a well-timed fally from 
the town. He marched in two columns to fur- 
prife the Normans before day-break on two dif- 
ferent fides : his light cavalry was fcattered over 
the plain : the archers formed the lecond line ; 
and the Varangians claimed the honours of the 
van-guard. In the firfl onfet, the battle-axes of 
the ftrahgers made a deep and bloody impreffion 
on the army of Guifcard, which was now re- 
duced to fifteen thdufand men. The Lombards 
and CaUibrians ignominioufly turned their backs ; 
they fled towards the river and the fea ; but the 
bridge had been broken down to check the fally of 
the garrifon, and the coafl: was lined with the 
Venetian gallies, who played thejr engines among 
the diforderly throng. On the verge of ruin, 
they were faved by the fpirit and conduft of their 
chiefs. ''Gaita, the wife of Robert, is painted 
by the Greeks as a warlike Amaaon, a fecond 
Pallas ; lefs flcilful in arts, but not lefs terrible in 

7* See the finiple and maflerly narrative ofCtfar himfelf (Comment, de 
Bell. CivU. iii. 41 — 75.}. it is p.ty thut Quintus Ici.iu;) (M. Guif^hard) 
did not^iive to analife thefe operations^ as Us has done the ca.-npaigiia of 
Africa and Spain. 

arms. 
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arms, than the Athenian goddefs '^ : though chap. 
wounded by an arrow, (he flood her ground, and 
ftrove, by her exhortation and example, to rally 
the flying troops^*. Her female voice was fe- 
conded by the more powerful voice and arm 
of the Norman duke, as calm in action as he 
was magnanimous in council : " Whither," he 
cried aloud, " whither do ye fly ? your enemy 
^' is implacable ; and death is lefs grievous . than 
** fervitude." The moment was decifive : as the 
Varangians advanced before the line, they dif* 
covered the nakednefs of their flanks ; ^the main 
battle of the duke, of eight hundred knights, flood 
firm and entire ; they couched their lances, and 
the Greeks deplore the furious and irrefiftible 
fliock of the French cavalry ^^ Alexius was not 
deficient in the duties of a foldier or a general ; 

73 Uot^JMi qiX^n KM i^n A9»iy»», which is very properly tranHated by the 
prtildent Coufin (Hjft. dc Conftantinoplc, torn. iv. p. 131. in ii'"oj, qui 
comb;)ttoit comme une Pallas, quoiqucLe ne Cut pas aulU favantc que ceUe 
d*Athen6s« The Grecian goddefs was compofed of two difcordant charaders, 
of Neithy the workwoman of Sals in Eg^pt, and of a virgin Amazon of the 
Tritonian Lake in Lybia (Banier, Mythologic, torn. iv. p. i — ji. in iz^o). 

74 Anna Cotnnena (1. iv. p. 116 ) admires, with fome decree of terror, 
her mafculine virtues. They were more familiar to the Latins ; and though 
the Apulian (I iv. p. zjy) mentions her prefence and her wound, lie re^* 
prefenti her as far Icfs intrepid. 

Uxor in hoc belie Roberti forte fagitta 
Quadam laefa fuit: quo vulnere territa nullam 
Dum fperabat opcm fe pane fuhegerat hofli. 
The lad is an unlucky word for a female prifoncr. 

xaTcc Twv gy»»Tia;» inracriatv twv KeXtwv avu^oirov (Anna, 1. v. p. 133.) j 
and elfewhcre *«».y»p Kl^TOf am^ itof^ i9ro;(;afAS»o? ftw ouf^Tsokro; rw op/iA*jy, 
xtttT»y Osaysriv (p. 140.). The pedantry of the princefs in the cltoice of 
claflic appellations, encouraged Dtacange to apply to his countrymen the cba- 
ia<!iers of tlte ancient Gauls. 

U 4 - but 
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CHAP, but he no fooner beheld the flaughtcr of the 
Varangians, and the flight of the Turkey than 
he defpifed his fubjeds and defpaired of Us 
fortune* The princefs Anne, vfho drops a tear 
on this melancholy event, is reduced to praife 
the ftrength and fwtftnefs of her father's horfe, 
;uid his vigorous ftruggle, when he was almoft 
overthrown by the ftroke of a lance, which had 
fliivered the Imperial helmet. His defperate 
valour broke through a fquadron of Franks who 
pppofed his flight; and, after wandering two 
days and as many nights in the mountains, he 
found fpme reppfe, of body, though not of 
inind, in thp walls of Lychnidus* The vidorious 
Robert reproached the tardy and feeble purfuit 
which had fuffered the efcape of fo iiluftrious a 
prize; but he ponfoled his di{appointment by 
the trophies and ftandards of the field, the 
wealth and luxury pf the Byzantine camp, and 
the glory of defeating an army five times more 
numerous than his own. A multitude of Italians 
Tiad been the victims of their own fear$ ; but only 
thirty of his knights were flain in this memorable 
day. In the Roman hoft, the lofs of Greeks, 
Turks, and Englifh, amounted to five or fix 
thoufand^**: the plain of Durazzo was (lained 
with noble and royal blood; and the end of 
the impoflpr Michael was more honourable than 
his life. 

7* Lupus Protofpata (torn iii. p» 45.) fayt 6oooj William tlie Apulian 
more than 50CO (1. iv. p. 273 ). i heir xnodeily is fittgular and laudable : 
tluy might vt^ith fo little troul^lt- have (l^in two or three myriads oi fchirmatics 
and infidels! 

It 
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It IS more than probable that Guifcard was chap. 
not afflifted by the lofs of a coftly pageant, J^^^^ 
which had merited only the contempt and de* Dunzzo 
rifion of the Greeks. After their defeat, they a.cT'ioS*, 
ftill perfevered in the defence of Durazzo ; and ^^^' *' 
a Venetian commander fupplied the place of 
George Palaeologus, who had been imprudently 
called away from his ftation. The tents of the 
befiegers were converted into barracks, to fuftain 
the inclemency of the winter ; and in anfwer to 
the defiance of the garrifon, Robert infinuated^ 
that his patience was at lead equal to their 
obftinacy ". Perhaps he already trufted to his 
fecret correfpondence with a Venetian noble, who 
fold the city for a rich and honourable marriage. / 
At the dead of night feveral rope-ladders were 
dropped from the walls ; the light Calabrians 
afcended in filence ; and the Greeks were 
awakened by the name and trumpets of the 
conqueror. Yet they defended the ftreet three 
days agmnft an enemy already mafter of the rami* 
part ; and near feven months elapfed between 
the firH: inveftment and the final furrender of 
the place. From Durazzo, the Norman duke 
advanced into the heart of Epirus or Albania; 
traverfed the firft mountains of Theflaly; fur- 
prifed three hundred Englifli in the city of Caf- 
toria ; approached Theflfalonica ; and made Con- 
ftantinople tremble. A more preffing duty fuf- 

77 The Romans had changed the inaufpicious name o( Ejfi'dammu to l>yr» 
rachium (Plin. Hi. 16.); and the vulgar corruption of Duracium (fee Ma- 
laterra) bore fome affinity 10 bardnefs. One of Robertas names was Durand, 
a durandt: poor wit ! (Alberic. Monach. in Chron. apud Muiatori Annali 
ii*ItaJia, t9m. ix. p. i}?.)* • 

pended 
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CHAP. ,pended the profecution of his ambitious defigns. 
._^ y^ By fliipwreck, peftilence,- and the fword, his 
army was reduced to a third of the original 
numbers; and inftead of being recruited from 
Italy, he was informed, by plaintive epiftles, of 
the mifchiefs and dangers which had been pro- 
duced by his abfence: the revolt of the cities 
and barons of Apulia ; the diftrefs of the pope ; 
and the approach or invafion of Henry king of 
Return of Germany. ^Highly prefuming that his.perfon 
aaionl'o" was fufBcient for the public fafety, he repafled 
Bohcm^nd. ^j^g ^^^ jj^ ^ fiugle brigantinc, and left the re- 
mains of the army under the command of his 
fon and the Norman counts, exhorting Bohemond 
•to refpefl the freedom of his peers, and the counts 
to obey the authority of their leader. The fon 
of Guifcard trod in the footfteps of his father ; 
and tHe two deftroyers are compared, by the 
Greeks, to the caterpillar and the locuft, the laft 
of whom devours whatever has efcaped the teeth 
of the former '*. After winning two battles 
againd the emperor, he defcended into the plain 
of TheiTaly, and befieged Larifla, the fabulous 
realm of Achilles ^% which contained the treafure 
:and magazines of the Byzantine camp. Yet 

7^ Bp«;^«j x«i axpi'J^? wTTfv a» t«j Kvrtig wartpa x«* vtw (Anna, h i. 
p. 35.). By tiKrfc finiiiies^ fo different from ihofe of Homer, (he wiflies to 
infpirc contempt as well as horror for the little noxious animal, a conqueror. 
Moft unfortui>ateiy, tiie common fenfe, or common nonfenfe, of mankind 
refifl^s her laudabk design. 

79 Prodiit Iia: auflor Trojanse cladis Achilles. 

*]'he fuppofjiion of the Apulian y, v. p. 175.) may be cxpufed by the moic 
'claiu. pjetry of Virgil (.<Encid il. .Z97O9 LariiTxvs At^tilUes^ but it is npt 
juftified by thegtograpiiy of Homer. 

I !^i. I ajuft 
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a juft praife muft not be refufed to the fortitude chap. 
and prudence of Alexius, who bravely flruggled 
with the calamities of the times. In the poverty 
of the ftate, he prefumed to borrow the fuper- 
fluous ornaments of the churches ; the defertion 
of "the Manichaeans was fuppHed by fome tribes 
of Moldavia-, a reinforcement of feven thoufand 
Turks replaced and revenged the lofs of their 
brethren ; and the Greek foldiers were exercifed 
to ride, to draw the bow, and to the daily 
praftice of ambufcades and evolutions. Alexius 
had been taught by experience, that the formi- 
d?iblc cavalry of the Franks on foot was unfit for 
action, and almoft incapable of' motion '** ; ' his 
archers were direfted to aim their arrows at the 
horfe rather than the man ; and a variety of fpikes 
and fnares was fcattered over the ground on which 
he might expeft an attack. In the neighbour- 
hood of Larifla the events of war were protrafted 
and balanced. The courage of Bohemond was 
always confpicubus, and often fucceftful ; but 
*his camp was pillaged by ^ ftratagem of the 
Greeks ; the city was impregnable ; and the venal 
or difcontented counts deferted his ftandard, be- 
trayed their trufts, and enlifted in the fervice 
of the emperor. Alexius returned to Conftanti- 
nople with the advantage, rather than the ho- 



^0 Tlie rm iri^kXtav VfOoc^fxaTU, which incumbered the knights on foot, 
have been ignorantlytranHated Tpurs (AnnaComnena|AlcxIas>I. v.p. 140.). 
Ducange has explained the true fenfe by a ridiculous and inconvenient 
fafliion, which lafted from the xi*** to the xv^"* century. Thcfe peaks, in 
the fornfi of a fcorpion, were fometimcs two foot, and faftened to the kn^ 
with a filver chain, 

nour. 
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^ Lvl ^' flour, of victory. , After evacuating the conqueftt 

^'"^^v-^^ which he could no longer defend, the fon of 

Guifcard embarked for Italy, and was embraced 

by a father who efteemed his merit, and fympa^ 

thifed in his misfortune* 

Thecmpe- Qf the Latin princes, the allies of Alexius 

ror Henry • r 

jii. invited and cnemics of Robert, the mod prompt and 
(Greeks, powerful was Henry the third or fourth, king 
A.D,io8i. ^£ Germany and Italy, and future emperor of 
the Weft. The epiftle of the Greek monarch " 
to his brother is filled with the warmeft profeffions 
of friendfhip, and the moft lively defire of 
ftrengthening their alliance by every public and 
private tie. He congratulates Henfy on his fuc* 
cefs in a jufl: and pious war, and complains 
that the profperity of his own empire is difturbed 
by the audacious enterprifes of the Norman Ro« 
bert. The lift of his prefents exprefies the man* 
ners of the age, a radiated crovm of gold, a 
crofs fet with pearls to hang on the breaft, a 
cafe of relics, with the n^mes and titles of the 
faints, a vafe of cryftal, a vafe of fardonys^ 
fome balm, moft i^obably of Mecca* and one 
hundred pieces of purple. To thefe he added 
a more folid prefent, of one .hundred and forty* 
four thoufand Byzantines of gold, with a farther 
aflurance of two hundred and fixteen thoufand^ 
fo foon as Henry ihould have entered in arms 

*x The epifUe itfeif (Alexias, 1. iii. p.93» 94, 95.) wejl deferves to b£ 
read* There U one expreffionf ur^sXiKin ithiMiwv /Airet xi^ta^Uif 
which Ducangc does not urvderiUnd, 1 bave endeavoured to grope out a.to* 
lerable meaning ; xpucraljswy, is a golden crown j arporeXeJu/ff, is explained 

bj Simon Fortius (in Lexico Graeco-Barbar.), by xepavyo^^ «'p«ir^p» a fiafliof 

lightning. 

the 
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the Apullan territories, and confirmed by aii chap. 
oath the league againft the common enemy, ^^'* 
The German**, who wa« already in Lombardy 
at th^ head of an army and a fadion, accepted 
thefe liberal o&rs, and marched towards the 
fouth : his fpeed was checked by the found of 
the battle of Durazzo ; but the influence of his 
arms ot name, in the hafty return of Robert, 
was a full equivalent for the Grecian bribe* 
Henry was the fevere adverfary of the Normans, 
the allies arid vaffals of Gregory the feventh, 
his implacable foe. The long' quarrel of ^the 
thtdtie ^n4 riiitre had been recently kindled by 
the" istol and- ambition bf that haughty prieft '^: 
the king and the pope had degraded each other t 
and each had feated a rival on the temporal o^ 
ipiritual thrc^e of his antagotiitt. After the de- 
feat and death of his Swabian rebel, Htnry 
defcended ^imo Italy, to aiTume the Itupmsi 
^rdwn, and to drive from the Vatican the tyrant 
of trke church ^\ Sac the Robian people adi. 
' hensd 

^ F«r thefo g^itwaUvditai Imua refer to the general hiftortaat SjgoaiUb, 
B^ICOpiufi^ Muratojpi^ ^oih&im, St. Mum, Hcc. 

"<J The lives of dregoryVlI. are cither legcn.-fs or invc£livcs (St. Marc, 
Abrt^By torn* ili. p. %^^, Sec.) : and hismiraeulous w magical perlormaiiCtfa 
are alike ioerexlibie to a modern reader. JHe will, as ufual, find ibme in- 
ilrn^ion in Le Clcrc (Vie de Hildebrand» Bil>liot. anclenne et moderne, 
t^n. vUi.)». and4httch anMifirment in Bayle (DidUonatre Critiqae, Grtgdn 
y-II<). That pop< waa' vi|doubtedly a great man, a fecond Acbanafius> in^ 
ipore fortunate age of tiie church. May I prefume to add, that the portr^t 
M A^anafivt is one «f the paflii^es of my MAory (vol. iii. p. 3569 &c.) with 
which I am the leaft diflatisfied ? 

H Afini, with tfatf niiMonr o£a GreekfchifmatijC, calls him xamxrvr^V 
m»nXUiam^ (t>-i>«3aO^A||ppe, orprieft, worthy to be fpitupon; and 

46Cttf«i 
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CHAP., hered'to the caufe of Greeorv: their refolutioti 

LVI • • f 

,_^^Aw was fortified by fupplies of men and money from 
Apulia'; and the city was thrice ineffeflually be- 
Romc" figged by the king of Germany. In the fourth 
A. 0. loSs year he corrupted, a$ it is faid, .with Byzantuee 
~'*^ ^ goW» the nobles of Rome, whofe eftatejs and 
A p. 1084. <:;aftle$ had been ruined by the war. The gates, 

24. t^ bridges,^ and fifty hoftages, were delivered 

^'* into. his hands; the antipope, Clement the third, 
was confecrated in the Lateran : the grateful 
pontiff crowned his^ - proteftor in the Vatican ; 
and the emperor Henry fixed his . refidence in 
thjs Opitol, as the Uwful fu<iceffdr . o|C. Auguftus 
^nd Charlemagne. The ruins of.,thefSepti3.oaiium 
iver^ ftill defended by, the nephew ; of Gr<?gpry ; 
(Ke.pope himfeif was iaveded in the cadle of St^ 
A^g^lo ; and hisJaft hope wag in the^covrage aud 
fidelity of his Norman vaffaU Their friendfl^p had 
beea^ interrupted by fome reciprocal jnj;uries and 
s:j(j>mplaints ; but, on this prelfing oCcaftoja, GuifciU'd 
uras lirgcd by the . obligatkm of. his p^b, by his 
intereft, more potent than oaths, by the love of 
fame, and his enmity to the two emperors. 
.Unfurling the holy banner, he refolved to fly to the 
relief of the prince of the apoftJes : the mod nu- 
di^rous of bis armies, fix thoufand hprfe, and thirty. 

"thoufand foot, was inftantly aflembled ; and his* 

< ^^ • . » 

march from Salerno to Rome was animated by the^ 
^^ublic ^pplaufe and the promife of the divirfe favour; 
Jtienry, -invincible in fixty-fix battles, tr^mblect 

accufes htm of fcourglng* (having, perhaps of caftrttiDgy the4imbafladon of 
Henry (p. 31. 3 ). )• But chls^outr^e li tipig^abk^ aqd . cb^ottftil (lb» <Ik 
iiaGMe preface of Coufjii^. 

*.'i3 at 
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at his approach ; recblle^ed ibme indifpeiKfable chap. 
affairs that required his prefence in Lombardy \ v^Jl^iL^ 
exhorted the Romans to perfevere in their alle- 
giance; and haftily retreated three days before Files before 
the entrance of the Normans. In lefs than three u^^l ' 
years> the fon of Tancred of Hauteville enjoyed 
the glory of delivering the pope, and of com- 
pelling the two emperora of the Eaft and Weft 
to fly before his vidorious arms^'. But the 
triumph of Robert was clouded by the calamities 
of Rome. By the aid of the friends of Gregory, f 

the walls had been perforated or fcaled; but 
the Imperial fadion was ftill powerful and adi ve ; 
on the third day, the people rofe in a forious 
tumult J and an hafty word of the conqueror, 
in his defence or revenge, was the fignal of 
fire and pillage ^^ The Saracens of Sicily, the 
fubjeds of Roger, and auxiliaries of his brother, 
embraced this fair occafion of rifling and pro^ • 
faning the holy city of the Chriftians: many 
thoufands of the citizens, in the fight, and by 
the allies, of their fpiritual father, were expofcd 
to violation, captivity, or death ; and a fpacious 



tS Sic ono tempore vi^l 

Sunt terrst Domini duo : rex AlemarniicusiftCy . 
Imperii re^or Roman! maximus ilie* 
Alter ad arma rucns armis foperatur J «t alter 
Nominis audiri fola formidii^e cei£t. . 
It h fingular enough, that the Apuiian, a Latin, (hould diillnguifh the Gr^el: 
as the lulcr of the Roman empire (1. iv. p. »74.). 

86 The narrative of Malaterra (1. iii. c. 37. p. 587, 588.) 13 authentic, 
circumftantial, and fair. Dox ignem cxclamans urbc incenfa» &c. The 
Apgllan fofcens the mifchief (inde quibufdam sedibus exuilis), wliich h $^n\i\ 
ijcaggerated in Tome partial Chronicles (Muratori Anna!!, tom.iv. p, I47*)> 

quarter 
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c H A p« <|Qiainer df the cttyi from the Lateran to the 
V— ^y^/ Cotifeaiiif was confumed by the flames, and de« 
voted to perpetual folkude ^\ From a city, where 
be was now hated, and might be qo longer 
feared, Gregory retired tq^ end his days in the 
palade of Salerno. The artful pontiff might flat- 
ter the vanity of Gui&ard, wilh the hope of a 
Romati or Imperial erown; hut this dangerous 
meafore, which would have mflamed the afmfeition 
of the Norman!, ntuft for ever havg alienated 
the mod faithful princes of Germany.:' 
^^^^} The deh'vercr and fcourge of Rome might 
Robert into havc indulged himfelf in a feafoa of repofc; 
A.D.1CS4, but in the fame year of the flight of the German 
^^*"' emperor, the indefatigable Robert refumed the 
deflgn of his eaftern conqueds. The zeal or 
gratitude of Gregory had promlfed to his valour 
riie kingdoms of Greece and Afia'^^; his troops 
• vere afiembled in arms, fluflied with fuccefa^ 
and eager for aAion^ Their numbers, in the 
language of Homer, are compared by Anna 
to a fwarm of bees ^' ; yet the utmoft and mo- 

• derate 

*? After mentioning this devaftation, the Jcfuit Donatus (deRomaveteri 
et nova, h iv. c. S. p. 489.) prettJJy adds, Doraret hodieque in Coelio monte 
interque ipfum et capifiolium miferabiHs £acies proilratas ttrbi»y nift in hor- 
torum vinetorunique amienitatem Roma refurrextflct ut psrpctua viriditatc 
centcgeret vuinera ct rwinas fuas. 

S8 The royalry of Robert, either promifed, orbeftowedby the pope (Anna^ 
I. i. p. 31.) is fufficiently confirmed by the Apulian (i. iv. p. zyo,)» 
Roman i regni fibi proniififfe coronam : 
Papa ferebacur. 
Korean I ynderiland why Gretfer, and the other papal advocates^ (houldbe 
dHpleafed with this new inllance of apoftolic jurifdiAion. 

89 See Homer^ IJiad B. (I hate this pedantic mode of quotation by 
the ktt«r& of the Greek alpliabet} Sy, &c. His bcel are the image 

•r 
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derate limits of the powers of Guifcard have been chap. 
already defined; they, were contained on this 
ifecond occafion in one hundred and twenty yef- 
fels; zii^ as the feafon was far advanced, the 
harbour of Brundufium*^ was preferred to the 
open road of Otranto. Ales^ius, apprebenfive of 
a fecond attack, had affiduoufly laboured to re- 
fiore the naval forces of the empire ; and obtained 
from the republic oif Venice an important fuccour 
bf thirty-iu: tranfports, fourteen galKes, and nine 
galeots or Ihip^s of extraordinary ftrength and 
magnitude. Their ^fervices were liberally paid 
by the licence or monopoly of trade, a profitable * 
gift of many (hops a&d houfes ih the port of 
iConftantinopIe, and a tribute t(^ &t. Mark, the 
'more acceptable ^s it wi^s the produce of a tax 
on their rivals of Amalphi. By the union of the 
Greeks And Venetians, the Adriatic was covered 
With an hoftile fleet ; but their own negleft, or 
the vigilance of Robert, the change of a wind, or 
the iheiter of a miil, opened a free paflage; and 
the Normin troops were fafely difembarked on 
Hie coaft of Epirus. With twenty ftrong isind 
well-appointed gallies, their intrepid duke imme» 
4iiately fought the enemy, and though more ac- 
cuftomed to fight on horfeback, he trufted his 

of a diforde ly cfowd : their di^iplint and {Miblic works it^m to be the ideas 
of a later age (Virgil JBneld, 1. i.}. 

9^ Ovilielm. Appulus, 1. v. p. 276. The admirtble ^rt of Brundufivm 
was double $ the outward harbour was a gulph covered by an ifland, and 
narrowing by degrets, till itcoasmunlfated by a fmall gullet with the inner 
harboor, which embraced il»e city on both fides. Csefiir and nature havt 
laboured for its min ; and againft fucfa agents, what are the feeble eflbits 
•C the Ncapoikan government ? (Swinbome^s Travels in the two Sicilietf 
vol* i. p. 3H~"39°0 

' Vol. X. X own 
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CHAP, own life, and the lives of his brother and two 
J fons. to the event of a naval combat. The domi- 
.nion. of the fea was difputed in three engage- 
.ments, in fight of the iiland of Corfu: in the 
two former, the (kill and nuI^bers of the allies 
' were fuperior ; but in the third, the Normans ob- 
.tained a final and complete vidory ^'« The light 
'brigantines of the Greeks were fcattered in igno* 
minious flight : the nine caftles of the Venetians 
i[naintained a more obftinate conflict ; feven were 
funkj two were taken } two thoufand five hundred 
^caiitives implored ia vain the mercy of the viflor ; 
' and the daughter of Alexius deplores the lofs of 
'^hir^een thpufand of his Aibjefts or allies. The 
wQint of escp^rienoe had been fupplied by the geaios 
of. Guifcard ; and each eviming, when be had 
fpMnded a retr^t, he qalmly explored the caufes 
of his repulfe, and invented new methods how 
lo remedy his own defefls^ and to baffle the 
advantages of the enemy. The winter feafon 
fufpended his progrefs : with the return of fpring 
he again afpired. to the conquefl of Conflao*- 
tinople ; but, inflead of traverfing the hills of 
Epirus, h^ turned his arms againfl Greece and 
the iflands, where the fpoils would repay the 
labour, and where the land and fe^ forces might 
purfue their joint operations with vigour and cf- 
fe£l« But, in the ifle of Cephalonia^ his pro- 

• 

. $■ WiUiamof Apulia (I. v, p. »76.) dcrcrihrt th« viAory of the Nornums, 
^TKi tori;ec4 Che two previous defcacn, which are dilif;focly recorded by Antm- 
^(iineiu (1. vi. p. 159, 160, 161O. hi her cum» tfle inve«it« or -magii^lc^ 
9 ioitnh adion, to give the Venetians reveitfr aDd rcwarda. ;^ ^ ey.»^H H 
ieeii^$> Wire iar djfferent* fince chcy ciep^fed thek doge, , prapter eXadHim 
rioli [Danduius in Cbroo* ip Muratori» Script. Kcrum itaUcaiuaty CoOk x^ 
p. 249.). , . 









/ 



Ot THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 307 

jtGts were fatally blafted by an epidemical difeafe ; chap. 
Robert himfetf, in the feventieth year of hfis age, >_,-^-^ 
expired in his tent; and a fufpicion of poifon hu death, 
was imputed, by public rumour, to his wife, or 1085,' 
to the Greek emperor •*. This premature* death J**^^ '^* 
might allow a boundlefs fcope For the imagination 
of his future exploits: and the event fufiiciently 
declares, that the Norman greatnefs was founded 
on his life*'. Without the appearance of an 
edemy, a vi£torious army difperfed or retreated 
in diforder and confternation ; and Alexius, who 
had trembled for his empire, rejoiced in his 
delivennce. The galley which tranfported the 
remains of Guifcard was (hipwrecked on the 
Italian fhore ; but the duke's body was recovered « 

from the fea, and depofited in the fepulchre of 
Venufia^% a place more illuftrious for the birth of 



9^ The moft anthmtic writers, William of Apulia (I. v. 277. )> Jeffrey 
Malaterra (L lii. c. 41. p. 589*), and Ronmaid of Salerno (Chron. in Mu« 
ratori, Script. Kerum ItaL torn. Yii.}» are ignorant of this crime fo appa- 
>^t to our councrymen William of Malmfbupy (Liii. p. i07.)9 snd Roger 
d« Hoveden (p. 710. in Script, poft Bcdam) : and the latter can tell, how 
the juft Alexius married, crowned, and burnt allve« his female accomplice. 
The EnglKh hiftorian is indeed fo blind, that he ranks Robert Guifcard, or 
Wifcard, among the knights of Henry 1. who afcended the throne fifteea 
years after the duke of Apulia's death. 

91 The joyful Anna Comnena fcatters foma flowers over the grave of an 
enemy (Alexiid, l.v. p. i6x— t66.): and hisbeft praife is the efteem and 
^vy of William the Conqueror, the forereign of his family. Grccia (fiiya 
Malaterra) hoftibus recedentibus libera laeta quievit : Apulia tota five Gala* 
^tttrbatiuv 

94 UrbsVenufinanitettantlsdecoraufepttlchrit, 

u eoe of thcl/ill lines q£ the Apulian*s poem (1. v* p. lyS.)- William of 
Mslmlbury (l iii. p. 107.) inlcrts an epiiaph on Guifcard, which is not 
*orth tranfcribing. 



X 2 HoracC) 
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CHAP. Horace ^% than for the burial of the Kormail 
iJ^^ heroes. Roger^ his fecond fon and fucceflQr» 
immediately funk to the humble ftation of a 
duke of Apulia: the efteem or partiality of his 
father left the valiant Bohemond to the inheritance 
of his fword. The national tranquillity was dif-* 
turbed by his claims, till the firft crufade againft 
the infidels of the Eafl: opened a more fplendid 
fjeld of glory and conqueft ^\ 
Reienand Of humau life, the mod glorious or humble 
kS^I^^vcL profpefts are alike and foon bounded by the 
couniof fepulchre. The male line of Robert Guifcard 
A.D. not yfzs extinguiihed, both in Apulia and at Antiocfa^ 
Y^h.^zt in the fecond generation; but his younger bro- 
ther became the father of a line of kings ) and 
* the fon of the great count was endowed with 

" the name, the conquefts, and the fpifit, of the 
firft Roger '\ The heir of that Norman ad- 
venturer was born in Sicily: and^ at the age 
of only four years, he fucceeded to the fove^ 
reignty of the ifland, a lot which reafon might 
* envy, could fhe indulge for a moment the ti* 

m 

95 Yet Horace had few obligations to Venufia : he was ctrried to Rome 
in his childhood (Scrm* i. 6.) $ and his repeated allufions to the doubtful 
limit of Apulia and Lucanla (Carm. iii. 4. Serm. ii. 1.} are unworthy of hk 
age and genius, 

96 Sec Giannone (torn. ii. p. SS-am^j.}, and the hiAorians of the firft 
«rufade* 

97 The reign of Roger, and tlie Norman kings of Sicilx* fills four bo^t of 
the Iftoria Civile of Giannone (torn. ii. 1. xl*^xiv» p. 136— •340.)» and 
Is fpread over the ix*^ and x^^^'vohimes of the Italian Atinals, of.M^^toru 
In the Bihliotheque Italjqile (torn. i. p. 175—122.) I find an ufeful abftra€k 
of Capeceiatro, a modem Neapolitan, who hat compofed, in two volumes^ 
the hiftory of his country from Roger I* to Frederic II. in'dufive* 

iionaiy^ 
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fionary, though virtuous, with o( dofminioil. c h, a p. 
Had Roger been content vnth his fruitful pi. ..J^HJ^ 
trimony, an happy and grateful peopfe might 
have hleffed their benefaftor; and, if a wife 
adminiftration could have reftored the profperou^ 
times of the Greek colonies^', the opulence 
and power of Sicily alone might have equalled 
the wideft fcope ths^t could be acquired and defo- 
lated by the fword of war. But the ambition 
of the great count was ignorant of thefe noble 
purfuits ;. it was gratified by the yulgar means 
of violence and artifice. He fought to obtaiii 
the undivided pofleflion of Palermo, of which on^ 
ihoiety had been ceded to the elder branch; 
ftruggled to enlarge his Calabnan limits beyond 
the meafure of former treaties; and impatiently 
watched the declining health of his coufm William; 
of Apulia, the grandfon of Robert. On the firfk Duiceof 
intelligence of his premature death, Roger fa[iled| ^^^ d^ 
from Palermo with feven gallies, caft anchor in "*^' 
the bay of Salerno,, received, after ten days ne« 
gociatiph, an oath of fidelity from the Norman 
capita^ comiqanded the fubmiflion of the barons, 
and extorted a legal inyelliture from the reludtant 
]iopes, who could not long endure either the 
fiiencUhip or enmity of a powerful vaiTal. llie 
&cred: fpot of Benevento was refpeftfuUy fpared, 
99 the patrimony of St. Peter ; but the reduAion 

9?^ According to the tcftimony of Philidus and Diodorus, the tyrant Dio- 
nyfiifsof Syracufe could maintain a ilan4ing force of I0|0oo hoffe> 100,000 
feqtt and 400 gallies. Compare Hume [EfCays, voL t. p. 268. 435 } and 
his adverfary Wallace (Numbers of Mankind, p. 306, 307.)* The ruins 
^ Agrigentum are the theme oi ^cry traveller^ d^Orville, Reidefel, Swin- 
I>umey4c« 

X3 ^ of . 
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9 ^A P- pf Cap^a an4 Naples cojjipl^ted the dcfign of his 

\^0^^'-L^ uncle GuHcard; and 'tbe/fqle ijiheritance of the 
Narqiap conquefts was ppfleff^cl by the viftoriou^ 
.Roger* A* confcjous fuperiority. of power and 
inerit prompted him to difdain the tides of duke; 
and of cdunt ; and the lile of Sicily, with a third 
perhaps of the . continent . of Italy, might form 
the bafis of a- kingdom*' which would only yield 
(p the iponarchies of France and England. The 
ichiefs of the nation who attended his coronation 
at Palermo,.., n^ight doubtlefs pronounce under 
what name be. mould reign pver them ; but the 
example of a Qr^ek- tyrant or ,a Saracen emir 
were infufficient to judify his regal charadler; 
and the nine kings of the ^atin world '^ might 
^ifclaim their new aflbciate, unlefs he were con* 
iecrated by the authority of the fupreme pontiff. 

Ttrdkinf; The pride ^f Anadetus was pleafed to confer a 
aIu title, which the pride of the Norman had (looped 

i>ee'lv- ^ foHcit '** ; but his own legitimacy was attacked 
A. D. by the ad vetfe eleftion of Innocent the fecond : 

July 15. zfid while Anacletus fat in the Vatican, the fuc- 

cefsful 



#9 A CMiteinpptary hiftoriain of thea^s of Roger from the yeir 1x27 to 
2135, founds hU title oo merit and power, the confent of the barons, and 
the ancient royalty of Sicily aod Falenno» without introducing pope Aika» 
cl^us (Alex and. Coenobii Tdcfioi Abbatis de Rebut geAis RegU Rogerli^' 
libaiv* in Muraiori, Script. Rerumlui. torn* v. p. 607— 645 ). 

100 The kings of France, England, Scotland, Caftille, Arragon, KavarrVy 
Sweden, Denmark, and Hungary. The three fird were more ancient than 
Charlemagne; the three next were created by tlicir fword, the three laft by 
their baptifm; and of thefe the king of Hungary abne was honoured or <le- 
bafcd by a- papal crowQ. 

io>.FazeUu8, and a crowd of Sicilians, ha^ imagined a more earl]r an^ In? 
dependent coronation (A. D. 1130, May i}, which Giannone unwilUngl)^ 
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cefeful fugitfve was acknowledged by the nations c n a P.^ 
of Europe. The infent monarchy of Roger was ^^^ 
fhaken; and altnoft overthrown, by the linhicky 
choice of an ecclefiaftical patron ; and the fword 
of Lothaire the fecond of Germany, the excotil-^ 
munications of Innocent, the fleets of Kfa, and 
the zeal of St. Bernard, were united for the ruin • 

* ■ ■ 

of the Sicilian robber. After a gallant refiftancci * 
the Norman prince was driven from the continent ' 
of Italy ; a new duke of Apulia was inverted by • 
the pope and the emperor, each of whom heH'^ 
one end of the gonfanon^ or flag-ftaff, as a token * 
that they aiferted their right, and fufpended their- 
quarrel. But fuch jealous frioidfliip was of feort 
and precarious duration : the German armies ibon 
vaniftied in difeafc and dcfertion"*: the Apulian: • 

duke, with all his adherents, was exterminated' 
by a conqueror, who feldom forgave either the- 
dead or the living ;• like his predeceffor Leo the* 
ninth, the feeble though haughty pontiff became' 
the captive and friend of the Normans ; and their ^ 
r^onciliation was celebrated by the eloquence of' 
Bernard, who how revered the title and virtues of 
the king of Sicily. 

As a penance for this impious war againff - His con- 
the fucceffor of St. Peter, that monarch might Afridr 

' A. D. 1 1%% 

rej«6l$ (torn. il. p. 137— 144.)' This fi^ion it difproved by the fileiJce of 
contemporaries; nor eanit ,be rcilored by « fpahona charter of Meffin^ 
(Muratori, Annali dMulia, torn. ix. p. 340. P»^if Critical torn, iv* p. 467J, 

468.)- • ' ' 

«o* Roger corrupted the fecond pcrfon of Lothaire*8 army, who foynded, 
or rather cried, a retreat: for the Germans ((ays Cinnamnsi 1. iii. c. i» 
p. 51.) are ignorant of the Bfe of trumpets. Moft ignorant hlm(eif I 

X4 • have 
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have promifed to difplay the banner of the ctofs^ 
and be accomplUhed wUh ardour a. vow fo pro- 
]Mtiotts to his intereft and revenge. 7he recent; 
injuries of Sicily might provoke a juft retaliation, 
on the heads of the Saracens ; the NormaiiSy who& 
blood had been mingled witl;i fo many, fubje^l; 
{beams, were encouraged to remember and emu- 
late the naval trophies of their fathers, and in th^ 
maturity of their ftrength they coi|kte^ed with, 
the decline of an African power. When the 
Fatimite caliph departed for the conqueft of ISgypt^ 
he rewarded the real merit and apparent ^delity o£ 
his fervant Jofeph, with a gift of his royal mantle, 
and forty Arabian horfes, his palace, with its fuinp- 
tuous furniture, and the government of the king* 
doms of Tunis and Algiers. The Zdrid^es '**% the 
d^licendants of Jofeph, forgot tbdr allegiance and 
gratitude to a difiant benefactor, grafped ^nd 
sd>ufed the fruits of profperity ;; and aft^r running 
the little courfe of an Oriental dynafty, were now 
fainting in their own weaknefs. On the fide of 
th? land, they were prefled by the Almohadei^ 
the fanatic princes of Morocco, whijle the fea^* 
coaft was open to the enterprifes of the Greeks 
and -Franks, who, be&rp the. cbfe. of the eleventh 
century, had ex,torted a ranroob of two hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold. By the firft arms of 
Roger, the ifland or rock of Malta,, which has 
been fmce ennobled by a miittary and religious 
tolony, was infeperably annexed to the crown 

'''J See de Guigncs, Hift. Gencralc des Huns, torn,!, p. 369 -373. and 
Cardonne, Hi(L de TAfrrquc, &c. fous la Domination des Arabcs^ torn, ii* 
!>• 70—144. Tlieir common original appears to be Novalri* 

• • 4k of 
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pf Sicily. TripoJi '% a ttrong 9x4, iparidme citj^ c h^a p. 
ms the x^t i^je£^ of his atti^ck ; s^d the flaugh^ 
tfit oi the. mak$» th^ captivity Q^ the fcmzlei^ 
Blight be juftifiejd by i^e fre<}U^t pvai^ce of the 
Moflea^s th^emfi^yes. The capital of the Zemdet 
vas named Ahki^ fifom ^he ^ouo^ryy aod Ma- 
badia, '^^ from the Arabian fouuder : it is ftropgly 
|milt on a n^^If; of land, bi^t the impcrfe^ion of 
the hiarboor is 90t compensated by the. ferti^ty 
of the adjacent jhm,* Mahadia was belieged by 
George the Sicilian admiral, with a fleet of one 
hundred axld fifty gallies, amply provided vith, 
men and the inftruments of mifchief : the fove* 
Ydgn had filed, the Moorifh governor refufed to 
caintnlate, declined the laft and irreliftible aflault^ 
and fecretly efcaping with the Mofiem inhabitants, 
abandoned the place and its treafures to the rapa- 
cious Franks. £q fucceilive expeditions, the 
king of Sicily or his lieutenants reduced the cities 
pf Tunis, Safax, Capita, Bona,, and a long trad 
of the fea-coaft *''• j the fortrefles were garrifoned, 
the country waa tributary, and a boaft, that it 
held Africa in fubjedion, might be inicribed with 

>H Tripoli (tty$ the If ubiah geographer, or nnore properly tho Sherif al 
Bdrifi) urbs fortis,' faxeo muro vallataj Hca prope littus maris. Hanc ex*' 
pugnavit Rogeriust qui malicribos^taptivis duAis> viros pcremit. 

105 Sec the geography of Leo Aifricanus (in Ramufio, torn. i. fol. 74* 
verfo, fol.. 75. re€to)f and Shawns Travels (p. iio.)> the vii'^ book of Tfatt« 
anus, and the xi*^ of the Abbe de Vertot. The pofle/fion and defence of 
the place was offered by Charles V. and wifely declined by the knights oC 
Malta. 

>f6 Pagi has accurately marked the Afiican conqliefts of Roger; and Iris 
c4ticifm was fupplied by his friend the Abbe JLonguerue, with fonse 
Arabic ihentorisls (A, D. 11471 ^^ 2^> ^7* A. D. 1 148^ No 16. A. D. xi53f 

N0i6.}» 

feme 
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A.D. 1x46. 



^ Lvf ' ^^^^ flattery on the fword df Roger ""^V After » 
*»-— v-*^ his death, that (word was broken; and thefe 
tranfmarfne poflfeflions were negleded, evacuated, 
or loft, under, the' troubled reign of hjs fuccef- 
fer *^\ The tTtumphs of ScJpio and Belifarius have - 
proved, that, the African <3ontin<^t is 4ieither inac- 
ceflible nor invincible : yet the great' princes and 
powers of Chriftendom have repeatedly failed . in . 
their armaments againft the Moors, who may ftill 
glory in the eafy conqueft and long fervitude of 
Spain. . 

?(!n o/*' Since the deceafe of Robert Guifcard, the Nor- 
A'n^!'..< "^^'^^ ^^^ relinquifliedi above fixty years, their; 
hoftile defigns againft the empire of- the £a(L. 
Thie policy of Roger folicited a public and private 
union with the Greek princes, whofe alliance 
would dignify his reg^l charafler : he demanded . 
in marriage a daughter of the Comnenian family, 
and the firft fteps of the treaty feetned to promife . 
a favourable event. But the contemptuous treat- 
ment of his ambafladors exafperated the vanity 
of the new monarch ; and the kifolence of the 
Byzantine court was . expiated, according to the . 
laws of nations, by the fufferings of a guiltlefs 
people "^. With a fleet of feventy gallies, 

George 

<07 Appultts ct Calaber, SIculus mihi Ctryit et Afer. 

A proad infaripti4>n9 which denotes, that the Norman conquerort were dill 
dilcrimi.nated fjrom their Chri Aian and Modem fu^e^s. 

loS Hugo Falcandus '(Hift. Sicula, in Muratori Script, torn. vii. p. %yo, 
27 1«) afcrijbes thcfe loiTes ro the negleft or treachery of the admiral Majo. 

109 The filence of the Sicilian hiflorians, who end too foon or begin too 
Iatc» inuft be fupplied by Otho of Frifingcn, a German (de Geftis Frederici I. 
1. i. c. 33. in Muratori Script, torn. vi. p. 668.)> the Venetian Andrew 

Dabdtxhia 
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Qeoxge the admiral of. Sicily appeared before chap.. 
Corfu ; ^d both the ifland and city were deli- 
vered into his hands by the difaffeded inhabitants, 
who had yet to learn that a fiege is dill more. 
calamitoi^s than a tribute. In this invafion, of 
fome moment in the annals of commerce, the 
Normans fpread themfclves by fcaj and over the 
provinces of Greece ; and the venerable age of 
Athens, Thebes, and Corinth, was violated by 
rapine and cruelty. Of the wrongs of Athens, 
no memorial remains. The ancient walls, which 
encompaiTed, without guarding, the gpulence of 
Thebes, were fcaled by the Latin Chriftians ; but 
their fole ufe of the gofpel was to fan£lify an 
oath, that the lawful owners had not fecreted any 
relic of ibeir inheritance or induftry. On the 
approach of the Normans the lower town of 
Corinth was evacuated : the Greeks retired to 
the citadel, which was feated on a lofty eminence* 
al)undantly watered by the claflic fountain of 
Pirene ; an impregnable fortrefs, if the want of 
courage could be balanced by any advantages of. 
art or nature. As Toon as the befiegers had fur- . 
mounted the labour (their fole labour) of climb-, 
ing the hill, their general, from, the command- 
ing eminence, admired his own vidory, and . 
tefti(ied his gratitude to heaven, by tearing from . 
the altar the precious image of Theodore the 
tutelary faint. The (ilk weavers of both fexes, 
whom George tranfported to Sicily, compofed 

D^iMlulat (Id. torn. xiS. p.«8i| aSl*)f and the Greek wricen CJnnamus 
(Liil. «• aw5 } and Nkcut (io Manuel, i. U. o. i— 6.). 

the 
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CHAP, the moft yahiable pvt of the fpoil, and ki com^- 
Vi^r!>^ paring the 1ki\(a\ induftry of the mechamic witH 
the iloth Stfid cowardice of the foldie^9 he wa^ 
heard to exclaim, that tlie difta,fF ^nd loom vrere 
the only weappQs which the Greeks were capable 
Hisidmirai ^^ ufing. The progrcfs of thia^ naval armament 
deiivers y^z^ qiafkcd by .two confpicuous events, the 
•I France I Tcfcuc of the kbg of France,^ a^d the infuU of 
the Byzantine capital. In his return by fea (ran 
an unfortunate crufade, Louis the feven^h was 
' intercepted by the Greeks, who bafely violated 
the laws of honour and religion. The fortunate 
i^coirater of the Norman fleet delivered the royal 
captive ; and after a free and honourable enter- 
tainment in the court of. Sicily, Louis continued^ 
MiftiitsCon- his journey to Rome and Paris ^*\ hi the ab- 
^^'^' fence of the emperdV, Conftantinople and thje Hcl- 
lefpont were left without defence and \;i(ithouj& 
the fufpicion of danger* Xhe clergy and people,^ 
for the foldiers had followed the Itand^ of Ma- 
nuel, were aftoniihed and difmayed at the hoftile 
appearance of a line of gallics, whiqh boldly cafl: 
anchor in the front of the Imperial city. The 
forces of the Sicilian admiral: were inadeqjiiate to, 
tbe fiege or aflault of an immenfe and populous, 
metropolis : but George enjoyed the glory of 
humbling the Greek arrogance, and of mark* 



>io To this imperfe£k capture and ff>eedy rcfcuty I apply the Tap ' cJUf 
ysv t?7.6E zif aXiJva^, of Cinnamus» 1. ii. C. 19^. p* 49. Muratoria OH 
tolerable evidence (Annali d'ltalia, torn. ix. p. 420, 42iO» laufhs at tho 
delicacy of the French, who mainuin^ nlarifque nuUo impediei|te pericuJo 
9^ regnum proprium reverfum effcc yet 1 dbfetYe that their idvoGaie» On- 
cange, is lefs porulve a& the commefitator oa Cinnanuitf than arflie editor 
of Joinvilh. 

iP5 
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liElg the path of conquefl: to the naviies oi c h a p« 
the Weft. He landed foiiie foldiers to rifle the wi^iL^ 
fruits of the royal gardens, and pointed with 
filver, oir ihore probably with fire, the arrows 
which he difcharged againft the palace of the 
CBBfars*". This playful outragie of the pirai^ Theemiic. 

w ^* •« iii«#**ri 11 ror Manuel 

of Sictly, WHO bad lurpnied an unguarded mo^ repuifesciic 

mem, Manuel affeaed to defpife^ while his mar^ aT uX 

tiai fpirit, and the forces of the empire^ were ""^9- 

awakened to reveftge. The Archipelago and 

Ionian fea Were covered with his fquadrons and 

thofe of Venice; but I know not by what fa- 

vourable allowance of tranfports, Tiduallers, and 

pinnaces, our reafoti, or even our fancy, can be 

reconciled tp the ftupendous account of fifteen 

hundred veflels, which is propofed by a Byzantine 

hiftorian* Thefe operations were direfted with 

ptudence and energy t in his homeward Voyage 

Oeotge loft nineteen of his gallies, which were 

feparated and taken: after an obftlnate defence, 

Corfu implored the clemency of her lawful fove- 

. reign ; nor could a fliip, a foldier of the Norman 

prince, be found, imlefs as a captive, within the 

limits of the Eaftern empire. The profperity and 

the health of Roger were already in a declining 

ftate t while he liftened in his palace of Palermo 

to the meffengers of viftory or defeat, the invin* 

cible Manuel, the foremoft in every aftault, was 



III In palatitioi regtum fagittas ignr as injeett, fays Dandulus ; l-ut Nicetas, 
t ii« c. S. p* 66. transforms them into Bt\f\ Apysyritf; sp^oyroc aTpsucTw;,* 

I\p4 adds» that Manuel ilyled this Infult ^aiyyiov, and ysXanet 

hnrtvwwn Thefe arrows, by Che compiler, Vincent de Beauvais, *t 
again tranfmuted into gold. 

celebrated 
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CHAP, celebrated by the Greeks and Latins as the Alesah- 
^.^^.^. der or Hercules of the age. 

He reduces A princc of fuch a temper coiild not be fatif- 
Ckiiihr'm, tied with having repelled the infolence of a 
A.U.U55- Barbarian* It was the right and duty, it might 
be the intereft and glory, of Manuel to reftore 
the ancient majefty of the empire, to recover the 
provinces of Italy and Sicily, and to chaftife 
this pretended king, the grandfon of a Norman 
vaflial*'*. The natives of Calabria were ftill at- 
tached to the Greek language and worfhip, which 
bad been inexorably profcribed by the Latin 
clergy : after the . lofs of her dukes, Apulia was 
chained as a fervile appendage to the crown of 
Sicily : the founder of the monarchy had ruled 
by the fword ; and his death had abated the fear, 
without healing the difcontent, of his fubje^ls: 
the feudal government wa« always pregnant with 
the feeds ^f rebellion ; and a nephew of Roger 
himfelf invited the enemies- of his family and 
nation. The majefty of the purple, and a feries 
of Hungarian and Turkifli wars, prevented Manuel 
from embarking his perfon in the Italian expedi* 
tion. To the brave, and noble Palaeologus, his 
lieutenant, the Greek monarch entrufted a fleet 
and army : the fiege of Bari was his firil exploit ; 
and, iix every operation, gold as well. as fteel was 
the inftrument of vidory. Salejno, and. fome 



III For the InvAfion of Itaiy, whhU is almoA overlooked b)r NiceUs, fee 
the n^ore p<>iice hiftory of Cinnamu;> (1. iv. c; i*— 15. p. 78— ioi.)» whom- 
troduccs a diffufe narrative by a folty profeflion, ^epj grnt TiKfXwg n, 

■ 
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^places along the Weftern coaft, maintained their chap. 
fidelity to the Norman king ; but he loft iiji two _,^-^_' 
campaigns the grearter part, of hi9 continental 

^ poiTeiTions ; and the modeft emperor, difJaining 
all flattery and falfehood, was content with the 
redudion of three hundred cities or villages of 
Apulia and Calabria, whofe names and titles w&ee 
infcribed on all the walls of the palace. The 

. prejudices of the Latins were gratified by a g^- 

. nuin^ or fictitious donation, under the feal of the 
German Cafars "^ ; but the fucceflbr of Con- Hisdcfijo 

n • r J !.• • • • of acquiring 

itantme foon renounced this ignommious pretence, jcaiy and 
claimed the indefeafible dominion of Italy, and Imp.re, *"* 
.profeffed his defign of chacing the Barbarians tl^'^^^^ 
beyond the Alps. By the artful fpeeches, liberal &^- 
gifts, and unbounded promifes, of their Eailern 
ally, the free ciues were encouraged to perfevere 
in their generous ftruggle againft the defpotifm 
of Frederic BarbaroflTa ; the walls of Milan were 
rebuilt by the contributions of Manuel ^ and he 
poured, fays the hiftorian, a river of gold into 
the bofom of Ancona, whofe attachment to the 
Greeks was fortified l:>y the jealous enmity of the 
Venetians***. The fituution and trade of Ancona 
rendered it an important garrifon in the heart 
of Italy : it was twice befieged by t^e arms of 
Frederic*; the Imperial forces were twice repulfed 

* < ft 

; HI The Latin, Otho {dt Ceftii f rederlci I. ». ii. *'• 30. p. 734. % attelU 
the forgery: che CieeU, Cinnanmi (2. i- €.4. p. 7'*)*i claims a promife 6f 
rcftitu:ion irom Conrad and Ftcdtnc. An a^ of ^rtud is always credible 
;Mrlicil it is told pi' the Oreekt. ' ' 

1x4 Quod Anconitani Crt^jifUni imptriiyrn nimis diliferent ••..•«• 
.V^neti Ip^ciali odio Anconaro odeiurv* The caiife ot tov<^ perhaps of 
.<nvy» >vere the .beneficM, flumen aureuiA of the. eippftmrf ana.tb^Wta 
narrative l* confirmed by Cinnamus {L iv. c. 14- p* 9S ). . '"<^ 

by 
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CHAP, by the fpirit of freedom ; that iTpint was animated 
by tlie amDaflfadoir of Conuantiubpie ; and the moft 
intrepid patriots, the moft £aiithful feWahts, were 
retrarded by the wealith ind honours of the By- 
santin^ court '". The pride of Manbel difdainecl 
and rqeded a Barbarian' colleague ; his ambitioil 
was excited by the hope of ftripping the purple 
from the German ufurpers, and of eOablifhing, iA 
the Weft, as in the Ealt, his lawful title of fole 
lemperor of the Romans. With this view, he- 
folicited th& alliance of the ptople aiid the bifliop 
of Rome. Several of the nobles embraced the 
caufe of the 'Greek monarch ; the fplendid huptiab 
iof hiis niece with Odo Frangipani, fecured the 
fuppbtt of that powerful family "*, and his royal 
ftandard or image was entertained with due reve- 
tence in the ancient metropofis "% During the 
quarrel between Frederic ahd Alexander the third, 
the pope twice received in the Vatican the am- 
baKTadots of Conftantinople. They flattered his 
piiety by the long-promifed union of the two 
churches, teknpted the avarice of his vetial courr^ 
and exhorted the Romah pontiff to feize the juft 
provocation, the favourable moment, to humble 

tf| Mttratori tnentioos the two fieges of Ancona; the firft, in ix67> 
againft FrciienG 1. >i person (AmiaU» tORi.x» p*l9>&c.)f the fcoMid, in 
ii73y againit his iieutenant Cbriftian, archbifliop of Mentz, a man on- 
worthy of Ills name apd office (p, 76, 9tc,)* . It it of the fccond fiege, that 
we podcDi an original narrative, whi^h he haa publiihed in his great eottsc* 
fio/^ (torn. vi. p. 91 1--946. )• ^ 

"^ We derive this anecdote from an anonymons chronicle of Foflh Noir% 
^vbllflied by Muratori (Script; kal. torn. vii. p. 874- ^« 

<i7 The* BamXuor o^itm of Cinnarnvs (1. iv. c. 14. p. 99.) It faf* 
«epubleof this double fenfe* A Aandardis more Latin, an image more 

Q the 
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the {avaee infolence of the Aleoumnt, and to- c h a i*. 

LVL 

acknowledge the true r^prefeatative of Conftami&e ^.-i^^--^ 
and Auguftus "*• ^ 

But thefe Italian conquefis, this univerfal rdgn^ u^^dlfi^ 
foon efcaped from the hand of the Greek em- 
peror* His firit demands were eluded by the 
prudence of Alexander the third, who paufed on 
this deep and momentous revolution "' ; nor could 
the pope be feduced by a perfonal difpute 16 
renounce the perpetual inheritance of the Latin 
name* After his re-union with Frederic, he fpol^e 
a more peremptory language, confirmed the a£ls 
of his predecdSTors, excommunicated the adherents 
of Manuel, and pronounced the final feparation 
of the churches, or at lead the empires, of 
Conftantinople and Rome '*"• The free cities of 
Lombardy no longer remembered their foreign 
benefactor, and without preferving the friendfliip 
of Ancona, he foon incurred the enmity of Ve- 
nice "'• By his own avarice, or the complaints of 

ixS Nihilomtnlis quoque petebat, iit quia occafio Juita et tempus oppor* 
tunum et acceptabile fe obtulcfant, Romant corona imperii a fando apoC 
tolo fibl redderetur; quoiiiam non ad Ffederici Alamanni, fed ad fuuiii 
JUS aiTeruit peitinere (Vit. AlexandH III. a Caridinal. Arragoniae^ in Script, 
Rerum ItaL tom. iii. par. U p. 458.)* His fecoad embady was accompanied 
aum immenfii multitudine pecUniarum. 

119 Nimis aln ct perpleza fittit ( Vit. Alexaiidri III. p. 4609 4^1. )i fayi^ 

the cautious pope. 

veeOjxum^^ yiiovy (Cinnamus, L iv. c 14. p. 99.)* 

1st In his vi''' book, Cinnamus defcribes the Venetian war, which 

Niccus has not thought worthy of his attention. The Italian accountti 

which do not (atisfy our curiofity, arc reported by the annalift Muratori* 
«nder the years IX7X» &c« 

Vol. I. Y his 
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c tt A p.- Ms fnbjcfts, the Greek cmpferbr xra$ provokfed to 
^^^' aireft the perfons, and confifcate the efieds, of 
the Venetian merchants. This Yiolation 6f the 
public faith exafpera'ted a fifee And eommcrciar 
people: one huhdred gaflies were launched and 
armed in as many days ; they fwept the coafts of 
Dalmatia and Greece; but after Ibme mutual 
wounds, the war was terminated by in Agreement, 
inglorious to the empire, infufficient for the re- 
' public ; and a complete vengeance of thefe and 
of frefli injuries, was referred for the fucceeding 
generation. The lieutenant of Manuel had in- 
formed his fovereign that he was ftrong enough 
to quell any domeftic revolt, of Apulia and Ca- 
labria; but that his forces were inadequate to 
refift the impending attack of the king of Sicily. 
His prophefy was foort verified: the death of 
Palseologus devolved the command on feveral 
chieft, alike eminent in rank, alike defeftive in 
military talents ; the Greeks were oppreffed by 
land and fea ; and a captive remnant that efcaped 
the fwords of the Normans and Saracens, abjured 
all future hoftility againfl: the perfon or dominions 
of their conqueror"*. Yet the king of Sicily 
cfteemed the courage and conftancy of Manuel, 
^ho had landed a fecond army on the Italian 
fliore : he refpedfully addrefled the new Juftinian ; 
folicited a peace or truce of thirty years, accepted 

i»» This viawy Is mentioned by Romnald of Salerno (in Muratorl, 
Script.Ital. torn. vii. p. 19S ). Jt is wbimfical enough, that in thepraiie 
of the king of Sicily, Cinnamus (Liv. c. 13. p. 97, 98.) is much warmer 
and copious than Falcandus (p. ft68. 270). But the Greek is fond of 
defcriptiooi and the Utln hiflorian is not fond of William the Bad. 

It as 
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AS ^ gift, th^ regal title; and acknowledged him* chap, 
feif tjje odlitary vaflkl of the Roman empire "'. > ^yi; _| 
The Byzantine Csefars acquiefced in this (hadow p«»«« ^^»^^ 
of dominioa, without expeding, perhaps without inan$» 
defiring, the fervice ctf a Norman army ; and the ^' ^* "5 • 
truce of thirty years was not difturbed by any 
hoftilities between Sicily and Gonftantinople. 
About th.e end of that period, the throne of 
Manuel was ufurped by an inhuman tyrant, who 
Jiad deferved the abhorrence of his country and 
mankind : the fword of WiUiam the fecond, the 
grandfon of Roger, was drawn by a fugitive of 
the Comaenian race ; and the fubjefls o/ Andro* 
nicus might falute the ilrangers as friei\ds, fince 
they detefted their foyereign as the word of ene- 
mies. The Latin hiftoriams '** expatiate on the Laftwarof 
rjipid progrefs of the four counts lirho invaded and Nor-' 
Romania with a fleet and army, and reduced ^*o',|S. 
many caftles aful cities to the 'obedience . of the 
king of Sicily. Xhe Greeks "* accufe and magnify 

the 



<M For the epiftle of William L fe« Cinnamus (1. hr. c. 15 p. lor^ 10% )» 

ttid Nicetas (1. ii. c. 8.)» It U difficult to affirm, whether thefe Greeks 
deceived themfeives, or the publici in thefe flattering portraits of the gran* 
dcur of the empire. 

'H I can only ^uott of original evidence, the poor chronicks .of Sicard 
of Cremona (p. 603.)) and of FoiTa Nova (p. ^7$), as they are pubLihed 
in the vii««» tome of Muratori*s hiftorians. The king of Sicily fent his 

troops centra nequittam Andr«nici lulacquirendumimperium C.P. 

They were capti aut oonfuii decepti capcique, hy Ifaac. 

'*5 By the failure of Cinnamus, we are now reduced to Nicetas (in An* 
dronico, l.i. c. 7,8, 9. 1. ii* c. 7. in Ifaac Angclo, 1. i. c. 1-^4), wh^ 
now becomes a r^fptQable contemporary. As he furvivcd the emperor and 
the empire, he is above flattery*, but the fall of Conftaniinople exafperated 
^s prejudices a^ainft th« Latins. For the honour of kamiog 1 (hall obferv« 

Y% |hai 
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CHAP, the wanton ted fsucril^ous cruelties that were 

s,-^^^ perpetrated in the Tack of Theflalonica, the 

fecond city of the empire. The fortner deplore 

the fate of thofe invincible but unfuf^eding war* 

riprs who were deftroyed by the arts of a van- 

quifhed foe. The latter applaud, in fongs of tri* 

umph, the repeated vidories of their countrymen 

on the fea of Mal-mora or Propontis, on the banks 

of the Strymon, and under the walls of Duraszo. 

A revolution which puniihed the crimes of An- 

dronicus, had united againfl: the Franks the 

zeal and courage of the fuccefsful infurgents : 

ten thdtifand were flain in battle, and Ifaac 

Angelus, the new emperor, might indulge his 

vanity or vengeance in the treatment of four 

thoufand captives. Such was the event of the laft 

conteft between the Greeks and Normans : before 

the expiration of twenty years, the rival nations 

were loft or degraded in foreign fervituder and 

the fucceflfors of Conftantine did not long furvive 

to infult the fall of the Sicilian monarchy. 

William L The fceptre of Roger fucceflively devolved to 

^ ^' h^s ^^^ ^^^ grandfon : they might be confounded 

Sicily, under the name of William; they are ftrongly 

Feh.'ftS-^ difcriminated by the epithets of the bad and the 

^jSiy"!^' ^^(?t/; but thefe epithets, which appear to defcribe 

the perfe&ion of vice and virtue, cannot ftridly 

be applied to either of the Norman princes. 

When he was roufed to arms by danger and 

fbame, the firft William did not degenerate from 

* that Homcr*s great coinmcntator» Evflathius archbifhop of Theflalonlaj 

r«fur«d to dcfm his^ock* 

• ♦ the 
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the valour of his race ; but his temper was c ha p. 
ilotbful; his manners were dilToIute ; his pallions 
headftrong and mifchievous ; and the monarch is 
refponfible, not only for his.perfonal vices, but 
for thofe of Majo, the great admiral, who abufed 
the . confidence, and confpired * againft the life, 
of his benefaftor. From the Aratnan conqueft, 
Sicily had imbibed a deep tindure of Oriental 
manners ; the defpotifm, the pomp, and even the 
haram, of a fultan ; and a Chriftian people was 
opprefled and infulted by the afcendant of the 
eunuchs, who openly profeflfed, or feoretly che* 
riflied, the religion of Mahomet. An eloquent 
hiftorian of the times ^^ has delineated the mif-: 
fortunes of his country '^^ : the ambition and fajit' 
of the ungrateful Majo; the revolt and puniOi* 
ment of his aflailins; the imprifonment and de« 
liverance of the king himfelf; the private feuds 

1^ The Hiftoria Sicula of Hugo Falcandus, which properly extends from 
1154. to 1 1 69, is infertcd in the vit^'* velume of Muratori^s Colle£tioa 
(torn. vii. p. 259— 344«)9 and preceded by an eloquent preface or epiftle 
(p. sSi<-*a5S.), de Calamitatibus Sicilix. Faicandus has been ftyled thi 
Tacitus of Sicily J and, afterajuft, but immenfe, abatement, from the i*' 
tothexii*^ century, from a fenator to a monk, I would not ftrip him of 
his title: his narrative is rapid and pcrCpicuous, his ftyle bold and elegftttr» 
his obfervation keen : he had ftudied mankind, and feels like a man. X 
can only regret the narrow and barren field on which bis labours have been 
caft. 

1^7 The laborious' *Benedidines (rArt ()e verifier let Dates, p. S96.) 
are of opinion, that the true name of Faicandus, is Fulcandos, or Foucault. 
Accerdin^^to them, Hugues Foucault, a Frenchman by birth, and at length 
abbot of St. Pe^ys, had followed into Sicily his patron Stephen de la Perche, 
ynde to the mother of William II. archbifhop of Palermo, and great cban* 
cellor of the kingdom. Yet Faicandus has all the feelings of a Sicilian : and 
the title of Alumrtux (which he beftows on himfelf), appears to indicate, that 
he was born, or at Haft educated, in the ifland* 

Y3 . that' 
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that arofe from the public confufion; and tho 
various forms of calamity atid difcord which af« 
Sided Palermo, the ifland, and the coqtinent^ 
during the reign of William the firfl, and the 
minority of his fon* The youth, innocence, and 
beauty of William the fecond '*^ endeared bini 
to the nation ; the faftions were reconciled i the 
laws were revived ; and from the n^anhood to the 
premature death of that amiable prince^ Sicily 
enjoyed a (hart feafon of peace, juflice, and hap« 
pinefs, whofe value was enhanced by the re- 
jnembrance of the pad and the dread of futurity^ 
The legitimate male pofleriry of Tancred of 
Hauteviile, was excind in the peribn of the fecond 
William ; but his aunt, the daughter of Roger, 
had iparried the moft powerful prince of the age; 
and Henry the fixth, the fon of Frederic Barba- 
roffa, defcended fram the Alps, to claim the 
Imperial crown and the inheritance of his wife, 
Againft the unanimous wifli of a free people, this 
Inheritance could only be acquire4 by arms ; and 
I am pleafed to tranfcribe the ftyle and fenfe of 
the hiftorian Palcandus, who writes at the mo^ 
ment and on the fpot, with the feelings of a 
patriot and the prophetic eye of a flatefman* 
^' Gonftantia, the daughter of Sicily, nurfed 
** frpm her cradle in the pleafures aqd plenty, 

1*3 Falcand. p. 303. Richard de St. Germano be|in$ his hiftory from 
the death anji praifcs of WilLam II> After fomc iinmeanifis epithets, i» 
fhfjs continues : legis ec juftitise cuhus tempore fuo vigebat in regno; Aift 
erat quilibef forte contentus; (were they mortals B) ubique pax, ubiqae 
fjKuritai, nee latronum metuebat viator infidias, nee mansnaut^ offeodicuJa 
piratafifm (Sci;i|)t. Rertimltal, torn. vii..p. 969.). 

« «a4 
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** ^. ef[u4:are(i in; t^e^ arts and -manners, of' tht9 chap, 

t* fortunate ifle, depar^d long fincfl to enrich 

f^/thp /BaTb^ri^ns with our treafures,. and now 

^^ returns with her fey^ge . alHes, to contaminate 

*• the 4}eautje$, qf her venerablje parent. Already 

^* I behold the fwaTms of ;^gry Pafbarianj: pur 

^< opulent cities, th^ places floqriil^ing ia a l^ng 

f^' peajce^ ^r^ (i|2^ken/'wit)i j6?aE^ • defplat^d [t^ 

•* fl$ugbter, conftin^ed by; rapjbe, :j>nd. pplluted 

^^ b^ Intemperance and luft^ I &e tjbe ji^alTacre 

",0r,capuyity of* our cm;5enj8, the r^ipes of Pur 

f^ vi^-gins and matrons '*V fa . th^s i£pcti:e9]|ity ^hc 

f^ int^jqgalies ^ fneftd) how j»jift j^^ . Siciltaas 

/* afl:?- B.y the Unanimous ^leftien- Hj^f; a king. 

.«« of valaiir and experience, 5ici)y ^ad Calabria 

** might yet be preferved'^^' ; for ia the levity 

*' iof the Apulians^ ever eager for A^wjr^vplutjcjns^ 

^* I can repofe nekhcr confidence nor hope '^•, 

^^ Should Calabria be Ipft, the lofty 'powers, the 

«( numerous youthi and the nitval J^r^ngtb, of 

t»9 CpQA^^HViff pDnoi» a cqaabt4is in dtli^i^urji tUArum aO^uehtii 
diutlps edticj^pa, Xuifque inilVtutis, do^lrinis ct moribus informata^ t^. 
dem optbus tuis Barbaros dtlitura"dircefru: ct nunc cum ingentibus copiis 
revertitur) ut pulchenrima nutricis ornamenta barbaric^ foeditate conta^ 
minet . •• • i * Intueri mthi jam videcr tuirbulevicftt barbaroruniacies .% . . 
civitates opulentas et loca diuturnl pace florenl'ta, mttil concutere, 
Caede vaftare, rapinis atterere, et foddare luxurii: hinc elves aut gladiis 
)ntercepti| a)ic fervitute depren[i> virgines conftuprat?» matfonde^ 

>J* Certe fi regem non dubia? virtotis elcgerint, nee a Saracenis ChriT- 
tiani diflencianty poceric rex creacus rebtis 'licet quafr'defptratiset perdltis 
fubvenire, et incurfus hoftium, fi prudenteregerit, propulfare, 

^31 In Apuii!(, qui, fempef novitate gaudentcs, npvarum rerum fttidiia 
flglintyry nihil arbitror fpei aut ^ducise reponenclum. 

T 4 ** Meffina, 
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CHAP. «« Meflina '^, might guard the paflage agatnft i 
•* foreign invader, ff thfe favage Germans cb^ 
** alefce with the pirates oiF Meflina j if tliey de-^ 
*^ ftroy with fire the frbitful region, fo often 
«* wafted by the fires' of 'mount .^tna'»% what 
^^ refource will be left for the interior parts of 
^ the iiland, thefe noble ciHes which fliould never 
<* be violated by the hoftile footfteps of a Barba- 
rian *'^ i Catana has again been overwhelmed 
by an earthquake: the ancient virtue of Syra- 
** cufe expires in poverty and folitude '** ;: but 
^ Palermo is ftill crowned 5^ith a diadem,, and 
^ her triple walls inclofe the adive multitudes of 
^ Chriftians and Saracens. If the two nations, 
*^ under one king, can unite for their common 
^^ fafety, they may ru(h on the Barbarians with 
^ invincible arms. But if the Saracens, fatigued 
^* by a repetition of injuries, (hould now retire 
'^* and rebel ; if they Ihould occupy the caftles of 
*^ the mountains and fea-coaft, the - unfortunate 
^^ Chriftians, expofed to a double attack, and 
** placed as it were between the hammer and the 
^^ anvil, muft refign themfelves to hopelefs and 

>l* Si civjum tuorom Tiitutem et audaciam atteiidaf» • • . • ^n^rum 
« ctiam anibUvm denfis tiarribui circomfeptvin. 

i}3 Cum crudelitate piratic^ Theutonum conAigat atrodtas« et inter am- 
liuftos lapides* et Mthnm ilagrantit ioeendja, Ac 

S34 Eam partem, quam nobtliffimarom civitatum fulgor iOufbat, qus et 
toti re^Do fingulari meruit pr|vikgio prvminerei nefarium eflet . • • . vel 
barbarorum ingreiTO pollui. ] wifli to traofcribc his florid, but curiousi 
defcription of the palace, dty, and luxuriant plain of Palenpo. 
I, 925 Virea non fuppetunti ct cof|MtU9 taos ^m inopia civluin, quasi 
paucitas bellatorum clidunt. 

^< inevitable 
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l^iheviteWe fervitude ''^" We amft not forget* c hTap. 
that a prieft here prefer? hi$ country to his reli- v^^-L^ 
gkm; and. that the Moflenis, whQfe alliance he 
fiseks^ were dill numerous and powerful in th.< 
fiate of jSicily, .. . > 

; The hopes* or at. fcaft .the wi/h^tf* of.Falc4ndttii conqueftof 
!^ere at fir ft. gratified by the free apd unanimous domo?" 
eledion of Tancred, the grandfoQ of the firfl king; fhe emp^ 
jsphofe birth was ill^itimates but whofe ciyil,an4 aT^i^*' 
inUitary virtues (hone withput.a Uemifli. Durii^ 
foiir years^ the t^enri of his life apd reign, he (Ipod 
ip. js^ms^ SSi the fartbeft verge > of, the ^-p^^^^ 
frtfnlier* jfgatnft the powers qf Gertnany ; and 
ikfi r<()!^ution of a royal captive^ pf Conftan^ 
k^t&if^ without injury or r^fom, xpay appear to 
liirpaftthe moft.Jiberal meafure of policy or re^ 
ibm After hisi deceafe, the kingdom;. of hisi wUoW 
Md infafit fcin fell without a ftruggie ;, and Henry 
purfu^d- his vi£torioqs march from Capua to Par- 
l^rtnot The political balance; ^ of Italy was de^ 
Aroyed by his fuccefs ; and if the ipppe and th^ 
Iree cities had confulted their obivious and re«^ 
JQterefty they would have combined the powers of 



>}< AtvcTOy quia difficileieft ChriAuino« in tanto irrum turbine^ fublato 
regis timore Saracenos non opprimere, A Saraceni injurii» fatigad ab eUy 
ccepcrint diflidere, et caftcila forte maritima vel nfontanas munitiones occo- 
paverint ; ut hinc cum Theutonicis rummi virtute pugnandum illinc Sara- 
cents crebris infultibut occurreodum^ quid putas adluri funt SicuU inter 
hM depreffi anguftias, et velut inter malleum et incudem multo cum diC' 
crimine conftituti f lioc utique agent quod potcrunt, ut fe Barharis miferabiH 
.conditione dedentes» in eorum fe c<mferant poteftatem* O utinam plebis 
et proccruin, Chriftianorum et Saracenorum vota conveniant ; ur regem 
fibi coneorditer eligentes^ barbaros totii viribus, toto conanimc, totifquc de- 
lideriis proturbare contendant. The Normani and Sicilians appear to bt 
confounded* 

II earth 
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CHAP, earth and heavM to prevent die dangerous mnbn 
^^'* of the German empire with the kingdom of Sidly^ 
But the fttbtle poliqr) for which the Vatican has 
fo ofreii been praifed or arraigned, was on &k 
occaiion blind and inadive; and if it were true 
that Celefline die third had kicked away the Im« 
perial crown from the head of ^ the proftrate 
Henry *'% fuch an ad of impotent pride couid 
ferve only to cancel an obligation and provoke an 
enemy. The Genoefe, who enjoyed a benefidal 
trade and eftabliftiment in Sidiy, lifteaed tp the 
promife of hh boundlefs gratitude and ^edy 
departure"**; their fleet commanded theftreightl 
of Meffina, ' and opened' the harbour of PiailermDi 
and the firft ad of his government was to abolift 
the privileges, and to feize the property, of tifJtS$ 
Imprudent allies* The lad hope of Palcandus was 
defeated by the difcord of the • Ghriftians and 
Mahometans; they fought in the capital ; feveral 
thou&nd of the latter were fiain i but their fur- 
viving brethren fortified the mountains, and di& 
turbed above thirty years the peace of the ifland« 
By the policy of Frederic the fecond, flxty thou» 
fand Saracens were tranfplanted to Nocera in 
Apulia. In their wars againft the Roman church, 
the emperor and ^is foa M^infroy were ftrength* 

137 The teftimony of ,an £ngli(hnun, of Roger de Hoveden (p. 6S9.)i 
will lightly weigh a^i|infl the filence of German and Italian hiftory 
(Muratori, Annali d*lcalia, torn. x. p> 156.). -The priefts and piIgriaiS| 
who returned from Rome, exalted, by every tafc^ the ooyiipotenc^ of tht 

(loly fjtlier. 

'iS Ego enim in eo cum Teutonicis manere non deb^o (Caffarfy AnmL 
penuenfesy in Mucatori^ Scripu Rarum Italidu'imif Coim Yi* p. 3674 

368,). 

ened 
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ated and difgraccd by the fervfce of the enemies ^ ^^p- 
of Chrift ; and this national colony maintained 
theif religion and manners in the heart of Italy, 
tiU'they were extirpated, at the end of the thir- 
teenth century, by the zeal and revenge of the 
houfe of Anjou ''^ All the calamities which the 
prophetic orator had deplored, were furpafled by 
the cnielty and avarice of the German conqueron 
He violated the royal fepulchres, and expfored^ 
the fecret treafures of the palace,' Palermo, and 
the whole kingdom t the pearls and jewels, how* 
ever precious, might be eaflly removed ; but ona 
hundred and fixty horfes w«re laden with the 
gold and filver of Sicily '*°. The young king, 
his mother and fillers, and the nobles of both 
fexes, were feparately confined in thfe fortreffes of 
the Alps; and, on the flighteft rumour of 
rebellion, the captives were deprived of life, of. 
their eyes, or of the hope of pofterity. Conftantia 
herfelf was touched with fympatby for the mi- 
ferie's of her country ; and the beirefj* of the 

>39 Fc^r the Saraceps of Sicily and Nocera, fee the Annals of Muratori 
(torn. X. p. 149. and A. D. 12x3. ^H?)* Giann^ne (com. ii. p. 3S5.)» 
and of the oiiginals» in Muraiori*s Collection, Richard de St- Germana 
(torn. vii. p. 996O9 Mattco Splnelli de Giovenazzo (torn. vii. p. 1064.), 
Nicholas de J<imfiiJa (torn. x. p. 494.) 9 and Mattco Villani (torn. xW. 
I. vii. p. 103.)- 'The lad of thefe infiiwates, that in reducing the Sara- 
^ns of Nocera, Charles II. of Anjou employed rather artifice than vio- 

lence. 

• 140 Muratori qiiotes a paiTjge from Arnold x)f Lubec (1. iv. c. xo.} : 
lleperit thefaurot abfconditos, et omnem lapldum pretioforum et genuna« 
f um gloriam, ita ut oneratis 1 60 fomariisy gloriofe ad terram fuam redierit. 
Roger de Hovedeny who mentions the violation of the royal tomb aad 
corpfes, computes the fpoil of Salerno at zoo^coo ounces of gold (p. 746.). 
On thefe occafions, I am almoft tempted to exclaim with the liftening maid 
JA La Font^iACi ** J9 YQUdrpis bien avoir fe q^i m^n^ue." 

Norman 
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CHAP, I^Jorman line might ftruggle to check her defpotfe 

._i^^A,- hufband, and to fave the patrioiony of her new-- 

born fon, of an emperor fo famous in the n^ct 

Final ex- age undcr the name of Frederic the fecond. Ten 

tinaion of ® r i • i • 

tifeNor- years after this revolution, the French monarcht 
A. 0/1204. annexed to their crown the duchy of Normandy : 
the fceptre of h6r ancient dakes had been tranf* 
mitted, by a grand-daughter of WiHiam the Con- 
queror, to the houfe of Plahtagenet; and thd 
adventurous Normans,, who had raifed fo many 
trophies in France, England, and Ireland, in 
Apulia, Sicily, and the £aft, were loft, either 
in vidory or fervitude, among the vanquiihed 
natioQSt 
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CHAP. LVIL 

^Th Turks of the Houfe of Seljuk. — Their Revolt 
againjl Mahniud Conqueror of HindoJian.^^Togrul 
fubdues Pcrjiay andproteSs the Caliphs. ^^I)ef eat 
and Captivity of the Emperor Romanus Diogenes 
by Alp ArJlen.'^Fbwer and Magnificence ofMalek 
Shah. — Conque/i of A/ia Minor and Syria.-^State 
and Opprejfton of yerufalem.r^Pilgr images to the 
holy Sepulchre. 

T7R0M the ifle of Sicily, the reader muft chap. 

^ tranfport himfelf beyond the Cafpian Sea, ^.JiJ"" 

to the original feat of the Turks or Turkmans, thk 

againft whom the firft ' crufade was principally 

direded. Their Scythian empire of the fixth 

century was long fince difiblved ; but the name 

was ftill famous among the Greeks and Orientals ; 

' and the fragments of the nation, each a powerful 

and independent people, were fcattered over the 

defert from China to the Oxus and the Danube : 

the colony of Hungarians was admitted into the 

republic of Europe, and the thrones of Afia were 

occupied by flaves and foldiers of Turkifh ex- 

tradion. While Apulia and Sicily were fubdued 

by the Norman lance, a fwarm of thefe northern 

ihepherds overfpread the kingdoms of Perfia: 

their princes of the race of Seljuk erefted a 

fplendid and folid empire from Samarcand to the 

confines of Greece and Egypt j and the Turks 

have maintained their dominion in Afia Minor, 

till 
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CHAP, 
LVII. 

Mahm'ud, 
the Gaz- 
pevide, 
A. D. Q97 
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till the vidorious crefcent has been planted on thd 
dome of St. Sophia. 

One of the greateft of the TurWfli princes was 
Mahmood or Mahmud *, the Ga^nevide^ who 
reigned in the eaftern provinces of Perfia^ one 
thoufand years after the birth of Chrift. His 
father Sebedagi was the flave of the Have of the 
flave of the commander of the faithful. But in 
this defcent of fervitude, the 6r{t degree was 
merely titular^ lince it was filled by the fovercign 
of Tranfoxiana and Choraian, who (lili paid a 
nominal allegiance to the caliph of Bagdad* The 
fecond rank was that of a miniAer of (late, a 
lieutenant of the Samanides % who broke, by his 
revolt, the ^onds of political flavery. But the 
third ftep was a (late of real and domeftic fervid 
tude in the family of that rebel ; from which; Se» 
bedagi, by his courage and dextenty, afcended 
to the fupreme command of the city and province 
of Gazna % as the fon-ii^-law and fucceffor of his 



T T am indebted for his cliaraaer and hiftory to d*H«rbdOC (Bibliptbeqae 
Orientale, Mahrrud^ p. 533— '537* )» ^1- ^® Guignes (Hiftoire des HunS| 
torn. iii. p. 15S — 173*)> ^'^^ ^'-^^ countryman Colonel Alexander Do^ 
(vol. i. p. a3r-83- )• In thr two Arft volumes of his Hiftory of Hindoftan, 
lie ilyles himfelf the tranflator of the PcrfiaD Ferilhta | but in his fiorid uxt^ 
It is not eafy to diflinguiih the verfion and the original. 

ft The dynafly of the Samanides continued 125 years, A. D. S74«* 
999> uncfer ten prirtces*. See their focceflion and ruin, in the Tables of 
M. de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, torn* i. p. 404-^4^.). They were 
followed by the Gaznevides, A. D. 999-— iiSs* (fee tonu i. p. ^39^ 
•40.)* His divifion of nations often diftorbs the feries of tloK and 
'place* 

I Gasnab hortos non habet| eft empormm et domi^Uvnii mercarvm 
Indies. Abulfedse Geograph. Reiike, tab* xxiii* p. 349* d^Kerbelot^ 
!>• 364. It has not been vilUed by any modem U^vellen 



grateful 
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gratefkl maften The felling dyna% of the Sa^ q « a <*• 
manides was at firft proteded, and at lad oveN t^^^i^,,^ 
thrown, by their fervants ; and, in the public 
diforders, the fortune of Mahmud continually 
increafed. For him, the title of yii/ton^ was firft 
invented ; and his kingdom was enlarged from 
Tranlbxiana to the neighbourhood of Ifpahan, 
from the fhores of the Cafpian to the mouth of 
the Indus. - But the principal, fource of his /ame 
and riches was the holy war which he waged 
aeunft the Gcntoos of Hindoftan« In this foreign "»• *^*>^ 
narrative I may not confume a page; and a vo- imoHin- 
lume would fcarcely fuffice to recapitulate the bat- ^^ ' 
ties and fieges of his twelve expeditions. Never 
was the Mufolman hero difmayed by the incle^ 
mcncy of the feafons, the height of the mountains, 
the breadth of the rivers, the barrennefs of the 
defert, the multitudes of the enemy, or the formi- 
dable array of their elephants of war '• The ful- 
tan of Gazna furpafied the limits of the conquefts 

of 



4 By the aihbairador of the caliph of Bagdad, who employed an Arabian 
•r Cbaldaic word that fignifies hrd and mafier (d*KerbeIot, p. 825.)* It ig 
interpreted AvToxpotTwp, B«<»Xew Bao-iXfwv, by the Byzantine writers 
of the xi^^ century ; and the name {ttiXraioif Soldanus) is familiarly em* 
pldyed in the Greek and Latin languages, after it had palTcd from the 
Oazntfvides to the Seljukides, and other emirs of Afi» and Egypt. Du» 
cange (Differtation xvi. fur' JoinviUc, p. 238— S40. GIoflT. Grcc. et 
Latift.) Ubours to find the title of fultan in the ancient kingdom of 
PeHIa ; but hit proofs are mere fliadows ; a proper name in the Themes 
of Conftantine (ii. 11. )» an anticipation of Zonaras, Sec* and a medal oC 
Kai Khofrou, not (as he believes) the SafTanide of the vi^*^, buttheSel* 
jokide of Iconiuro of the xiii*^ century (de GuigneSi Hift. des Hon^ 
torn, it p. 246.}* 

5 Ferilhta (apud Dow, Hift. of Hindodan, vol. j. p. 49.) mentions th* 
report of a gtui in thf Indian army. But as I am flow in believing thh pre- 

nuCtt.e 
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CHAP, of Alexander : after a inarch of. .three (nOn^M* 
over the hills of Cafbmir and^ Thibf t> he reaished 
the femous city of Kinnoge % pn the . Upper 
Ganges : and^ in a naval combat on one of the 
branches of the Indus, he fought and vanquiihed 
four thoufand boats of the natives. Dehli, Labor, 
and Multan, were compelled to open their gates : 
the fertile kingdom of Guzarat attracted his am« 
bition and tempted his fiay ; and his avarice 
indulged the fruitlefs projeft of difcovering the 
golden and aromatic iiles of the Southern.Oceaii. 
On the payment of a tribute, the rajahs preferved 
their dominions ; the people, their lives and for^ 
tunes; but to the religion of Hindoftan, the 
zealous Mufulman was cruel and inexorable* 
many hundred temples, or pagodas, were levelled 
with the ground ; many thoufand idols were de« 
molilhed ; and the fervants of the prophet were 
ftimulated and rewarded by the precious materials 
of which they were compofed. The pagoda of 
Sumnat was fituate on the promontory of Guzarat, 
in the neighbourhood of Diu, one of the laft 
remaining pofleffions of the Portuguefe \ It was 
endowed with the revenue of two thoufand vil* 



mature (A.D. lOoS.) ufeof artillery^ I muft defire to fcrutiaire firft the 
text, and then the authority of Feri/hta, who lived in the Mo^ul court in 
the lait century. 

6 Klnnouge* or Canouge (the old Palimbothra), is marked in latitude 917* 
3% longitude 800 13'. See d*AnviUe (Antiquite de Tinde^ p. 60— ^s.), 
correAed by the local knowledge of Major Rennel (in hii excellent Memoir 
on his map of Hindooftany p. 37—430 : 300 jewellers, 30,000 (hops for 
the areca out, 60,000 bands of muficiaos, &c. ( Abulfed. Geograph. tab^ xv. 
p. 174. Dow, voLi. p. 16.), will allow an ample deduftion. 

7 The idolaters of Europe, fays FeriOita (Dow, vol. i, p. 66.)- Confult 
'AbuUeda (p. %^^,)t and Rcrineramapof HindoolUn. 

lages:; 
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higes J two thdufahd Brahtmns w^rc cofifecrated c w a p. 
to the fcryicie oF thfe Deity^ whom they waibed^ 
each mortiing and evisning In watef from the 
diftant (Ganges! the ftibordfnate mihiffers con<» 
lifted of thtee hundred mufieiatis, three hundred 
barbefs, atid live hundred dancing girls, con- 
fpicuous for their birth or beauty. Three fides 
of the temple wefe protcAed by the ocean, 
the narrow ifthmus was fortified by a natural or 
i&rtificial precipice; and the tity and adjacent 
eoumry were peopled by a nadon of fanatics* 
Tbe^ ieonfelf^d the linft and the punifhment of 
Kinnoge and Behli) but if the impious ftranger 
Should ptefu me to approach their holy precinfts, 
he would furely be overwhelmed by a blaft of 
the divine vengeance. By this challenge, the 
faith of Mahmud was animated to a perfonal trial 
of the ftrength of this Indian deity. Fifty thou- 
fiind of his WOrihippers were pierced by the fpear 
of the Moflems: the walls were fcaled} the fanc« 
t\iaf y wis' profaned ; and the conqueror aimed 
a blow of his Iron mace at the head of the idoU 
The''^i1^inf)ling JBrahmins are fatd to have offered 
ten^millioni (I'erling for his ranfom; and it was 
UrgVfl by the! wifeft counfellor^, that the deftruc* 
tloii 9f a ftbne image would not change the hearts 
of the Gentoos ; and that fodi a fum might be 
dedicated to the relief of the true believers. 
•• Your reafons,** replied the Sultan, " are fpe* 
••"■cious ^nd ftrong j but never in the eyes of 
^ poflerity Ihall Mahmud appear as a merchant' 
•* of idols." fit repeated his blows, and a trea-^ 
Aire of pearls and rubies, concealed in the 
- VofclX 2 belly 
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CHAP. \f^j of the fkztv^ txphmcir ux fo^e. degree 
sr-,-iL_p die d«^vout prodigality of the Brahmius* The 
fragni/entf of th^ idol were diftnbuted to Gzza^^ 
Itfecca, and Medina. Bagdflfd liftened to the 
fdifying tale j and Mahoiud ws^ faluted by the 
caliph with the litle .of guardian of the fortune and 
faith of Mahomet* . 
Hischa- From the paths of bjoqd, and fuch is thehifr 
tory of nations^ I cannot refufe to turn ^fiide to 
gather fome flowers qf (cience, or yirtue* The, 
name of Mahmud the Gazneride is ft ill vener^bjli: 
in the £aft : his fu}>j|e£ts ^njpy<;d the hleffings of 
profperity and peace ; his yic^s were concealed \sf 
the veil of religion; and two ^miliar examples 
will teftify his juftice wd magnanimity. I. As he 
iat in the Divan^ an unhappy fubjed bowed be- 
fore the throne to accufe the infolence of a Turkiih 
foldier who had driven him from his houfe and 
bed. *^ Sufpend yQur clamours/^ faid Mahmud^ 
** inform me of his' ne;xt vifit, and Qurfelf in per- 
•< fon will judge and . punifli the offender.'* ih.e 
fultan fojiowed hi^ gnide, invefted the houfe. with 
t]|is. guards, and extinguiQiing^ the torches^, pra< 
noupced the death o( the crigiinal) who had been, 
fei^d in the a£t of i^apine and adultery. After. Uie 
execution of his feiitei^ce, the lights were rekindled^ 
Mahmud fell proftrate in prayer, and rilipg from 
the ground, . demanded fame homely fare, which 
he devoured wi^h the voracioulhefs of hunfl»r». 
The poor man, whofe injury he had avenged^, 
was unable to fuppreis his^ aftonifliment and ca« 
tiofity ; affd the courteous monarch coodefcended 
tp fixplain di$ ni^ves of this fingular bebavioiu:. 
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'^ Ihkd reafim to fufpeft that none exc^trofte of crap. 

*^ m]^.foi» could dare to perpetraie fudi amout* ^^"' 

*^ nge; and I eaDtinguiihed the lightly Aat my 

*^ jttflice nafght be< bliad and hiexoiable^ . lify 

^•prajcr wis a thank%iving on the difcoyery of 

*^ the offender ; and fo paiafoL was my anxiety^ 

^ that I imd pafled three days withovt food fince 

^. the firft moment of ycmr complaint,*' H. The 

fbltan > of Qazaa had decbred war . againft the 

dydafty of the Bomrides/ the foTO^vigns of the 

%eftera Perfia: he was difahned by ^an e|nftIeof 

Ae f!)ltana mother, and defafyed 14< fnva^^ till 

the mamhoodof her fon*«: ^Dorln^ibe )tfe of 

*^ my hoiband/' fsdd the. artful regent^ ^^I was 

^ eyer apprdienfiTe of your ambiubn : he was a 

^ prince and a kidkr worthy of your arms. He 

<< 19 now no more ; his fceptre has pafled to a 

^* woman and a child, and you 4lare not attack 

*^ their infancy and weaknefs. How inglorious 

^ 'would b^ your conquefl:, how ihameful your 

<^ defeat ! and yet the event of war is in the « hand 

^* of the Almighty/' Avarice was the only de» 

fe£t that tarniflied the illuftrious character of 

Mahmud; and never has that.paflionbeA more 

richly fadated. The Orientals exceed the mea« 

fure of credibility in the account of millions of 

gold and iilver, fuch as the avidity of man 

has never accumulated ; in the magnitude of 

pearls, diamonds, and rubies, juch as have 

never been produced by the workmanftip of nar 

• 

• D*Hcibelot9 BiUiothcqn* OricAtftlty p. $97. Yet tlmtt ktrnt, apo- 
thcsmsy Sec, are rarely the tofiguase of the beart, or the motivee of publio 
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T^BE DECLINE AND TALIr 

ture \ T«t the foil of Hmdoftan is impri^nated wttfr* 
precious minerals ; her trade, in every age, has at- 
traded thegold and filycr of the world ; and her vir- 
gui fpoib were rifled by the firft dF the Mahometan 
conqnerors. His behaviour, in the hft days of 
])\s Ufe, .evinces the vamty of thefe poflieiffionsi, fo 
hborioufly won, fo dangerouily heM, and fo in- 
evitably, loft. He furveyed the vaft and various 
chambers of the treafury of Gazna; bttfft:]nto 
tears ; and again doted, the doors, without be- 
ftowing any portion of the wealth which' he could 
no longer hope to prelerve. .The following day 
be reviewed die ftate of. his militafy force; one 
hundred thoiifand foot, fifty-five thouiand horfe, 
and thirteen hundred elephants of battle '\ He 
again . wept the inftability of human greath^s ; 
and his grief was embittered by the hoftile pro- 
grefs of the. Turkmans, whom he had introduced 
into the heart of his Perfian kmgdom. 

In the modern depopulation of Afia, the Tegular 
operation of government and agriculture is con- 
fined to the n^ghbourhood of cities ; and the dif- 



9 For iafbnce, a ruby o& four hundred and fifty mifluh (Dow, v6Lu 
p. 53* )• Of fi^ pounds three ounces: the largeft in the treaCuiy <d Dddi 
veighed fefcnteen mifluils (Voyages d.e Tavcrnier» partie ii. p. 280.J. It 
it true, that in the Eaft all coloured ftones are called rubies (p. 355O11 ^^ 
that Tavemier favr three larger, and more precious among the. jewels dt 
notre grand n>i^ Ic plus puiiTant ct plus roa^nifinjue de toua ks Kois de Is 
terre (p. 376.). 

^ 10 Dow, vol.!. p* 65. ^ The fovereign of Kinoge is fald to have pofleSM 
^500 elaphants (AbuUed. Geograph. tab. xv. p. ft74.)« From tbefe Indian 
Aories, the reader may tone A a note in my firft volume (p. 337, 33S.)i 
sr (rom thainouhe mjiy c^sre^ theft; ftorks. 
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taiit isMn^. is abandoned to the pSi(b)ra( tribes of c fi a p. 
;Arabt, (iurd«, md Turkmans''. Of the lafc ^J:!^ 
thentibned people, two confideraUe branthes ex- ^^'Tark. 



mansy 



"mlOzt, 



4tnA on either fide of the Cs^pian Sea : the a. d 9Sq» 
"weftern colony can mufter forty thoufand foldiers^ 
the eaftem, lefs obvious to the traveller, but more 
Arong and populous, has increafed to the number 
of one' hundred thoufaiid families. In the itiidft 
of civilized nations, they preferve the manners of 
the Scythian defert, remove their encampments 
with the change of feafons, and feed their cattle 
iamong the ruins of palaces and temples. Their 
^ocks and herds are their only riches ; their tents, 
either black or white^ according to the colour 
of the banner, are covered with felt, and of a 
circular form ; their winter apparel is a (heep« 
ikin ; a robe of cloth or cotton their fummer gar- 
ment : the features of die men are ' 'harfli and 
ferocious ; the countenance of their womeii is foft 
and pleaiing. Their wandering Hfe mHiintains the 
ipirit and exetclfe of arhis; they' ' fight^ on horfe- 
back; and th^ir courage 19 difplayed 4n ^fequent 
'conteJdi #ith each other and with th^ netgh- 
bours# ' For the licence of pafture tfiiy ; pay * a 
'flight tribute 'fo the foverdgii of the kind ; ^buttHe 
domeftfc jurMdiaic^' is iti tlve'bahdt'of :t&e cfti^fs 
and eklers« The -fitift emigration : of 'klie'eaftehi 
Turkmans, the mod ancient of their race, may 
be afcribed to the tenth century of the Chriftian 

- * • . . « 

I? Sfe ^ juaand natunil piai^re of i^h paftonl iimmen> 'm the hifloiy 
^f WilU^fD archbiOiop of Tyr^ (J. i. c. vtU in (he C(%. Dei per FnMlcv, 
P- 633» (34* )» ^^ * valuable nqte by the editor of |he Htftoire G^calo- 
ip^yc d^i TatarS| p. S^S?-?^}?* 
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34ft THE D£C1IKE AND iFALl 

e HA p« jBTft '% la the dodine ^^^ dit caUphs^ aad Af 
vetknefii of their lieute«*iA|tts» the , b^xxm fii die 
Jaxartes wais often yiolateds in each iavufio% 
after :tbe viftory or i^treat of th^sir couatrymes^ 
fonse ivaddfitiog tribe, embracbg the Mabometaa 
lattb^ obtained a ft'oe eucaminnait m the fjiaciottf 
iplain^s^.a^d) p^ei^ant climate of Traafoodana and 
Carizme^ ;The Tarkili flaves who afptred to thf 
throne oncoauaged thefev emigrations^ which tar 
cruited.thw: armies^ . awed their fubjeds aad li* 
▼al^ Mid pipteded. f he froi$|ier agaaft the wUdv 
Aatives pf Tiirkeftaa ;. and thja policy was abufed 
by M^iuBpd the Gae2ae?ide beyond the ejcampl^ 
<^ fatmcT times. He was admoaiflied of his error 
by a ehief of die raee of Seljuk, who dwelt in die 
territory qf Bochanu The fukan had enquired 
.what fupply of men he could furnifli for miliary 
lervice. "^^ If you fend,'' replied Ifmael, *< one 
^^ <^ thefe arrows into our camp, fifty thouiand 
** of your fervants will mount on horfeback." 
^ And if that number,'' continued Mabmnd, 
^ flioold not be fuffictent ?" ''Send this fecond 
.^ arrow to the herd oi BaJik, and yon will find 
'< fifty thouiand more." '< But," iard th« Ga^. 
Aeinde, , d^mbling (us anxiety, '' if I fliould 
^ ftaod in nflsd of the whole force of yo«r kin* 
^ dred ttibes?" '' Difpatch my bow," vm the 

% . 
I 
. « I * 

n Tbterft «i|iign^nt ,of tht T«rkmant» and dtubtful erigin of c^ 
ScQukuuity may be traced in the laborious hiAoiy of die Hnntt by M. do 
Guignet (com. i. Tablet ChraoolDsiqiies, 1. ▼. torn. UL L viu ix, x..), 
and the BiUiotlicque Oiientale of d*Hcrbelei (p. 799— Soa. S97»— 901.}^ 
BImacin (Hift. Smoen. p. asi^—sssOf ^ Abu^dianfiiii (Dyaaft. p. aat* 
cat.}. 

laft 



HSP^if '^ WtiiLil, ^Sfid aft it is cteuhted chapj 

•«^ai»od!ifli «ic fmnmdto ^U be ©beyed by two J^Z^ 

^ -Hun^id' thoAOnd )l5rfe/^ The spprebeniid^ 

^fuch fdrii^^ablefrieadflii]^ mduoed Mahoiua i6 

mhfy6rtAhi itinA chhoxkmz tribes intOr the> htaH 

WOMttkhn^ vik^k tbey would be feparated^ fit>ai 

Iheir brethren bjr^ the ritrer Ojlus, and iadofed- oil 

ill fides by the walls of obedient cities^ But tb^ 

ikce of the country was an objeft of tem^atioli 

rather than terror; and the vigour of govermiiteiit 

was relaxed by the abfence and death of the iuhaii 

of Gazna. The ftepberds were converted intd 

t'obbers ; the- bands of robbtrs were colled;ed intc^ 

inf army of conquerors : as far as Ifpahan and the 

Tigris, Perfia was afflifted by their predatory in? 

reads ; ahd the Turkmans were not afhanied or 

afraid to rheafiire their courage and numbers witti 

the proudeft fovereigns of Afia. Maflfoud, the 

fbn and fucceflbr of Mahihud, had too • long ne* .7 

gledled the advice of his wifeft Omrahs. " Youf 

" enemies,'* they repeatedly urgal, " were to * \ ; 

^ their origin a fwarm of wts ; they, are now 

^' little fnakes; and, unlefs they be inftantly 

^^ crulhed, they will acquire the venom and mag?- 

<^ nitude of ferpents.'* After fome alternatives of 

irpce and hoflility, after th« repulfe or partial 

ijbccefs pf his lieutenants, the fultan marched in 

perfon againft the Turkmans, who attacked hiai > 

on all fides with barbarous fliouts and irregular V 

onfet. ^' Maflottd,*' fays the Perfiaa hiilorian *% ' 

: Bi Dtmt Hift. of HladoftaDy Vil. i. p. 89. 9$-<«9t* ^ hiT« cipMI tka$ 
paflage as a fpecimen of the Perfian manner ; bat 1 Aifpe^, that by ii^am 
qid fatality, the ftyle of Fcriihta has been unproved by that of Ofllan. 

?5 4 ♦• fUm^i 



CHAR M pl0«ged :fmgly toroppofe the torrnjt ^. i^eaMHr 

vi^^X- ^^* ing arm«, exhiWtipg ftiqb ?^jSi of ^giganiiic fpro« 

STcffl!!!^* ^' ^^ Y?ilouT a8 ncvft king ha4 bcforcf dj^played^ 

Mdes,and ^ A few of hit fKcfid^, TixxiM byjtas wofdsaiu) 

pJ^a! .^^ aftioDi, ai\d that innate honour.whioh infiHrcf 

A.p.i««. «iL the brave, fecondcd thm lord foi weU, that 

f^ \^herelbf ver he turned hia &ml i^word, the 

<• enetuies were mowed down, or retreated before 

^' him. B^t. now, when victory (filmed to blow 

<< on hig ftandard, niisfortune wa^ a^ive behind 

<^ it I for wb^n he looked round, he beheld 

^^ almoft his whole army, excepting that body 

^* he commanded . in perJbn, devouring the paths 

<' of flight/' The Gaznevide was abandoned by 

the cowardice or treachery of (om^ generals of 

Turkifh race ; and this memorable day. of Zende^r 

can ** founded in Perfia th§ dyn>fty of tb^ ftep» 

herd kings ^K 

Pfti^fkyof The vidprious Turkmans infitnediately prot 

J^^^^' ceeded to. th« ele^ion of a kingi and, if the 

A. t>. io}| probable tale of a Latin hiftorian "^ deferves^ any 

credit, they determined by lot thc^ choice of their 

U Tbe ^Hcfidfkan #f. d'fM»«l«t (p. iosS.)# |he pindaka of Ikm 
(yoL i. p* 97.) 9 i» probahi/ the Daiidaockan of Abalfeda (Geograph. 
p. 345. kciike}, a fmail town of Cboraran, two days journey from MaHl, 
apfl rtaofrncf) thri(Ni|b ^ Salbforcbt piodi)akA ao4 i^anuMure o^ 
cotton« 

»$ The Byzantine biftorians (Cedrcnos, tpm* ii. p. ^66, 767. ^^aras, 
torn. ii. p. 155. Mccptorut Bry^naiat, p. %i.) have confo^odcdy in th^ 
t»Kpli|tipii» Che truth of ciqie and ph^f , iff nm^ and perfom, of ca^fet 
pnd eveiuf . The ignorance and errors of t^f0 GrreM (which I (hail not 
^ td unravel) nMy infpiir fome diAruft 0^ the Aoiy of Cyaxarot and 
Cyi «•» as it is told hy cheir itoeft eloquent predccelR>rs. ' 

i« Winerm. Tyr 1 1, c. 7* p. 6||. The divinatiM by armn Haadsat 
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new mafti^. . ;A;a^Q\b^ of arrows xirfer«j,fuG<jd5Tely o h a p^ 

a' camduiatf 1 4l\9y. Vfrd dr^wn fromj^e bpndtf 
by th^ ha^d . of a jch{ld i j and , the impprtant p)i«^ 
was pbtf^a$fl hf Togrn) Beg, t^e fon of Alichs^^)^ 
the tofiof Seljuk, wbofe f^roscin^ was immon> 
taljfed in .theigreataeJsr of bi$. pofterrii);. The fuU 
tan Mahmud, .who valued hiinfelf on his iJcUl in 
national genealogy, profefled his ignorance of th^ 
family, pf S^ljuk; yet th(^ father of tb^at race zp* 
pears to j^aye been a chief of power ai^d renown '% 
For % daring intrufion into tb^ haram of his 
pprinci^; Sd^k was jbamQied from Tarkeftan i with 
^ numerous' tribe of bis friends and vaflals^ bp 
pafled the Jaxartes, eficamped in the neighbourr 
hood of Samarcand, embraced the religion of 
Mahopiet, and acquired the crown of martyrdoia 
in a war againft the infidejs. His age» of an hun<i> 
dred and feven years, (urpalfed the life c^ his ibn^ 
9nd Seijuk adapted the care of his two grandfons, 
fbgrul and Jaafar; the eWeft of whom, at the 
age of forty-five, was invefted with the title of 
fultan, in the royal city of Nifliabur. The blind *«?« ^ 
determination of chance was juftified by the vir- Togrui 
fugs of the f^ccef?fu^ c^djdate. It would be fu-» a! d. io|S 
perflnous to praife the valour of a Turk ; and the -^'^^h 

17 D*Hcrbelot» p. Sot. Yet after the fortune of hU pofterlty, Seljuk 
l^came the thirty-fourth in lineal defcent froRi the great Afrafiabi emperor 
of Touran (p. 800. )• The Tartar pedigrrc of the houfc of Zingis gave a 
different caft to flattery aiid fable } and thehiftorian Mirkltond derives the 
Seljukides from Alankayah, the virgin mother (p. Soi. col. %•}. If they be 
the fame at the ^a/«»rs of Abulghazi Babader Khan (Hft Gehealo$ique, 
th 14s* )> we (jpotc in their favour the mod weighty evidence of a Tartar 
prince l^imfelf^ the defcendant of Zingia^ A^nkavahj yr Alancuj and Ogttx 
)ChaA» 

gmbitioft 



^ THE 'tlWciA^t AND f ALt 

<J H A, p. tmbiti<]tt of Togrtit *• was ajfAal^^to H$ valour! 
fey his arms, the GaznetHdes were fexpfeHted frotii 
the cafterh Wiigdoms of Wrfia, aiid gradually 
tiriven to the b^iiks of the Iiidus, ih ftarch of a 
^fter and nfjore wealthy conqtielh *!* thbWcft 
*e annihilated 'the dynfafty of the BbwMis ;* and 
the fceptre of Irak prifed from the P^rfiaii to did 
Turkifii nation. The priiic6s who had felt, or 
who feared, the Seljukian arrows, bowed their 
h^ads iri the duft ; by thfe conquefts of Adferbijan, 
or Media, he approached the RomaA^bnfines; 
and the 'Ihepherd prefumed to difpateh ^ ambaf^ 
fador, or herald, tb demand the tribtfte and<t>be^^ 
cncc of the emperor of Conftantinople **^ In hi* 
own dominions, Togrul was the lather of hii 
foldiers and people ; by k firm and equal admi* 
niftration Perfia was relieved from the evils of 
aharchy ; and the fame hands which had been 
imbrued in blood became the guardians of juftice 
and the public peace. The * more r uftic, perhaps 
the wifeft, portion of the Turkmans *• cbntinued 
to dwell.in the tents of their anceffors} and. 



>S By a flight ctrnipt2cn> Togrul Beg: >s the Tangroli>pix of the Greeks^ 
His reign and charader are faithfully exhibited by d^Herbelot (BibKbtheqn^ 
Oikntale^ p. sotj, loiS.) and de Caignet {fSifk* dcf H«ii9« . torn, iii^ 

p. iSp^-SLOI.). * 

>9 Cedrenus^ torn. ii. p* 774* 775* Zooaras, torn, it* p. X57« With 
tiietr ufaal knowledge of Orienul affairs^ they defcribe the ambaflador as a 
/berifi whO) like the fyncellus of the patriarchy w^s the YJcar and fvicceflbf 
C( the caliphi 

M From William of Tyre* I have borrowed this dMlAdion of Turks an^ 
Turkmans, which at lead }s popular and convenient. The names are the 
Ame, and the addition of ifun is of the fame import' In the Perfic and* 
Teutonic idioms. Few critics will adopt the etymology of James de Vitiy 
(Hid. Hierofol. 1.L c. ii. p. i6$i.Jy-of Turconiani, quail TmittC^wtsm^^ 
a mixed people. 

frpw 
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jS-ott tke !0)nu[:to the Edpfiratei; tli«fe miKfeiry c h A>f 
!«OloiMe$ i^ereiprateded jmd. {wqagated by ^lr sJH^^^L^ 
imke 'pmcts* But the Torlui of the court and ; 

1% 1W« tefiaed bjr Imfinefs aii4 foftened by pl^a- 
ilite 1 diey ioHtated the drefs, language, and man- 
aers, ttf Perfia; and the royal palactt of Niftabu^ 
■aAd Rti dilplaysd the order and magnificente 
of aigreitt monarchy.. The moft deferving of th4 ' 
i&iabuint and: Bsrfians werc' promoted to tfife 
hobomn of the flate j and the ^»h^e. body of the 
Twkiflt nadoa emtvaced with £n^voiir and finceriry 
the religion of WW»met. ; The noithft-n fwarm* 
of Barbarians, who overfpread both' Europe and 
^a, baiw ;been irreboncilahly fi^psrat^d by. thfc 
coniequences of a &imkt conduft. Among the 
Moflenw, as anumg the Chriftiane, their rague 
and local traditions have yielded to the reafoA 
and authority of the prevailing fyftera, to the - 
feme of antiqiiiQr, aad the cotafcnt of nations. 
But the, triumph of the Koran is more pure and 
meritorious, as it was not aififted by any vifihli 
^Oendour of worftip which might allure the Pa^ 
gam by fome refemblance of idofeitry. The firft 
of the Seljukian fiiltans was confpicuous by his 
aeal ai>d feith : each day he repeated the fiv* 
ftayers which are enjohied to the true believers t 
of each week, the two firft days wete confecrated 
by an extraordiaary faft; and in every city a 
mofch was completed, befoa Togrul prefumed to 
lay th^ foundations of apalace *'. 

». HHt Cenrnfe de, H«., torn. ai. p. rf„ ,««, ,« ^ ^ q;^. 
4iiotei Abi)lauhafeii» tn biftwita •( iff ft. . 

With 
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c H A R. ,.. Wilh the belirfof the Kohui^t tlui ibh of Sdj«ift 

\J^^lyj ii^jbibed u lively revpreaoe for the fucceffor of tte 

^^|^» propM* Bat diat fablime'elnra£ter was ftiQ ^& 

li\^, puted by the caliphs of Bagdad attd Egypt^' ttid 

^^'^^» f^ of the rivala was fdidtous to prb^e hitf thle 

in the jodgmtnt . of the * ftrbng, though il&erate, 

Barb;imQSp iMahmtid the Cbaneyide had d^^ 

jplarcd hin^Mf ia farour of the rliM of Abbas ( 

jand had treated, with ifidigaity the robe of hmioiir 

Vhieh was piieiGtated by the Eatiinite ambaiador. 

Tet the uxigp9$efiil Halhemke had changed with 

ihe chapge of fortune } he applauded the vi;6h>ry 

pf Zendfsean» and . named the Setjukian fultan his 
i^mporal viosgjei^eni over the Moflem world. As 
Togrul esecuted.and enlarged this important truff, 
he was called to the deliverance of the caliph 
Cayesiy and obeyed the holy fummons, which 
gaye a new ktpgdom to his -arms **. In this 
palace of Bagdad, .the commaader of the faithful 
(lill ilumberedt a venerable pbantbm. His fervant 
or mailer, the 'prince iof the Bowides, could no 
longer prote^ htm from the infolcftide of meaner 
tyrants; and the Euphrates and Tigris were 
oppreffed by the revolt of the Turkifli 4nd Arabian 
emirSf The prdenoe of a conquet^r was inr- 
plored as a bleffing j and the tnmfient mifcbieik 
of fire and fword wbre excu&d ais ih^ fliarp but 
fiilutary remedits which alone could reftore the 
health of the republic^ At "the head" of an irro- 
fiflible force, the. fuhan of ^da marched from 

f« Ponfult the Biblieilhcqve Orientaley In tlie articles of the AhhMa^ 
f ^p an4 Mvn^ and jdic Arnulf M filmdoia* and Abtlphtri giu$. 

Hamadan; 
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Ramadan : the proud were 6tHhed^ the pfoftrate chap. 
were fpared ; the prince cf the Bowlder difap- ■_,- , *^ 
peared ; the heads of the moft obftiriate rebels 
were laid at the feet of Togrul i and he inflated a* 
leflbn of obedience on the people of Mbful andF 
Bagdad, Aft^ the chaftifement ti the gutttj, 
and the reftoration of peace, the royal fbepherd* 
accepted the reward of his labours ; and a folemn hu mnik 
comedy reprefented the triumph of religions pre- ^'^' 
jiidice over Barbarian power ''• The Turkiih fnl- 
tan embarked on the Tigris, landed at the gate of 
Racca, and made his public entry on horfebackv 
At the pahdii gate he reTpeAfuUy difmounted, and 
walked on foot, preceded by hi& eniiis witHoud 
arms, the caliph was feated behind hi& bla^k: 
Tai : the black garateat of the Abbaffides was caflr 
over his flioalder^, aiid he held in his. hand th^ 
fiaff of the apoftle of &od. The conquerdr of 
the£aft kifled the ground, ftood fotnfe time in a 
modeft pofture^ and wais led towards ch^ throne by j-n h '. « 
the vizir and an mterpreten After Togrul had '^"^ * 
feated btmfelf on another throne, Jiis icoi;amiiIiQl> 
was publicly read^ which declared^hini tfae^ tenu 
pbral lieutenant of the'' vicar of the prophet^ Ht 
was^ flucceffi vely^ mvefted- wuh feven robes . of hof 
nocir, and prefented with fevaa flaves, the natii^etf 
of the feven climates of the Arabian empire. Hii 
myftic veil was perfuttied with mufk;; two crowm^ 
wete 'placed on* Kig beftdj two .fcyaietars were 

y. 1*3 )^orthis 4:«fio«t tn^SRoisff I aiii Mebeed to M-^ 43«igaet (tOimnii* 
rant of his age^ country, and charadejr. • • c; .i M^\ x^i *• ,4tfc% 

girded 
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CH atp. ^60d to hh fide, a$ the fymbols of 9'4ouUe tmgfi 
\gf^\^r over the Eaft ^nd Weft. ' A64r this inaugui aUoQ« 
^e fultan i;i^ prevented frqqi {nroftratiag Hmfislf 
^ f<^oiNl titfici but he twrce kifled the band(^o£ 
^ commandi^ of the faithfu}, 2pd hb titles yntre 
poclaim^d by (he voice of herald^ a^^d the applauftr 
9f the Mo^iq^. la ^ fecood yifit to Bagdad^ tbe^ 
Seljukipn prince again refcu^d the caliph from hk 
^nemvss. y and d^voucljy on fpq^ led tihe bridle pf 
bi^, mule from i the pritpa to tj^e palace. Thqr 
alliance was cemaated by th^ marriage of Tc^rul'^ 
fifter with the fiKzceflqr of the prophet*; Withoql 
felu^ance be had introduced a Turkifli virgin injtA 
bts baram ; but Cayeiti pi^udtyre^f^^d bis datfgh^ 
ter to tb^ fiiiltajl, difdained to nrfiigle the bloQd of 
die Hafliemites with the UoMl of » Scythian 
fliepberd; and ptotraded th^.negocblioii tomf 
toonths, till the gradual din^ntion oi hisf rcfven^ 
admoniAed him that he.waa ftm in the hands^ of 
Middeadu a mafter. The royal nuptials were followed bjr 
s^tKti4p ^ ^jg^ q{ TogtxA Jumfetf^j at he left no 

diildren, bit nephew Alp Arflaa fuoceedtd to thd 
fide and prerogatives of fultan; and bis aame^ 
liter diat of the e^h, was pionounced in the 

Jitblic prayers^ the Moflems* Yet in this revo^ 
ition^ the Abbafiides acquired a larger niMfwe <^ 
liberty and pcwen On the thsone of Afia» the 
Turkiih nonarehs were lefs jeal^ of the domeftie 
idi^iiniftration of Bagdid >: aod! the comnnfrntoiEf 



dnneMf pCM d iW a et^fcritw negnafidty <tt)ni.nwi!if «tnia mflftMiVm ioiv** 
mmtUMVkt i^yi J fciml d wgn •!%>» wi ipfamic|ifctWPi, yhwiriiij KtAi 
SvAcei). p. 34^* veil^ Etpenii. 

of 



?^R /BbB ROlfrAf* ^fWPI^Ps 3tlr 



gi it\s fetthful - swjre ..wiUejfe* • from the, -^uiiOi* ©,»>., is 
tpinious. veof ations . to wtvcU they l^ad b^ep. ex^ wjr.^ L f 
pofed by the prefence and poverty. of the Perfiaa • , . • 

dynafty. ..,,.. ... •:. : . ,\ ' .. .. ' : * :: 

Since the fall of the caliphs^ tbe difcord an4 rhe^Mr 
degen^r^cv of tl}e Saracens refpedled the.Afiatic Romm 
provluces of Roraej which, by the vifltoti^p .oF ^^^* 
Nicephgru^^ ^inxifce^ and Bafil, had bepa exi? 
tendqd aa far a^ Antioch. and the eadetn boundt 
arieia of Armenia^ Twenty-five years after the 
^eatb of ,Bafil^ his fucceflbrs ;wece iuddexdy af-^ 
faultqd by an unknown race of Barbarians, who 
united, the^.^cyth^n valour with the &9aticifin of 
hew profely te$,. and the art aad riches of a, powe^ 
fal monarchy *?p .The myriads •of Turkiflji^ horfe ^ 
pyerfpread ^ frontier of fix. hundred mil^ fronji 
Taurus, to Arzercwip,,a9d the blood of one fauok 
dred itnd thirty thoufand Chriftiana wa^ a j^efii) ' ' : 
lacrUice to tl^f^ ; A^fib^a^, pi^op^t^ Yet the ai»ni$ of 
Tftgijul dikl: iwt nwike a^s d^q> 91: laftjDg imyr^fliaii 
flSV the/Qi?fis^ pmsV9^. :.T^ ww«t rciieA 9(mf 
fropi.thp Qpei^ c^untrjr j t^eAf^ rftjr^i wi^bpW 
gjqrj, or iucf^fe fto«^ .tjiafjeg/lwof ^ ^rf^wls^ 
oity; th^ objure hofiijiities! wftre qominuc^ of 
][Ufpeia4ed wifl^ a vicHfitfv^e : of vveoj^ y ;m4 thf 

'. • - " t » ' • 

25 For thefe wars of the Turks and Romam, fee in general the Bysantine 
hiftories of Zonaras and Cedrenus, Scylittet the condnnator of Cedrenai^ 
«ii4 IM)p{Mriia BfjKDmot Cciaft . Tfartw^ firft of thefe were monksf the 
\vf9 kttdr.'ftateimtn } yet Cuch were the Creeks, that tfae^differawe of ftylfe 
and.d^4kdei: i^ fcarcely diCcecaik^. For the Oneacala, XdcanMTcas ufiial qm 
|b4^ we«M) of 4*He(beU>t (fee titJet of the 6rft Seljukidea) «ntf the ificttnef 
ei df; (fy^iaet (^|ii|^ 4ci HuDit tonitiiu !•»•)« z^^. . . 

bravery 
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c F^ A p. hrzrerj of the Macedonian legiolis fetiewed thd 

c:S!%u fiiihe of the coHqtierdl' of Afia *^ The ilatne of 

*«»«*!J Alp Arflan, the valiant Hon, {3 eXprelfive of the 

A. o. 10&3 * popular idea of the perfecuoft of ttian; and the 

•""•^^ fiicccflbt of TTdgful displayed the fiercenefs and 

geherofity of the royal animal, tie paflkd the Eu* 

.,^ ... phrates at the head df the Turkifli cavalry^ and 

totered Csbfafea, the tnetropolis of Cappadotia^ 

to which he had bfeeh attracted by the hmt and 

wealth of the teiripfe of St. Bafih The folid ftf uc-^ 

tore reiifted the deftroyer t hilt be carried awa]^ 

the doors of' the ihrine incru(ted with gold and 

j^eatls, and profaned the relics of the tutelar faint; 

tirhafe ihortal frailties wete now coveted by the 

Ckmqiieft Veuetable ruft of antiquity. The final conqoeft of 

m!^^' Armenia and Georgia was atchieved by Aljl 

Ciorgiat Arflan. In Armenia, the title of a kingdom, and 

«-«o6s» the ffjikit of a natidn. Were annihilated : ^he arti« 

^ial fbrti^cations were yielded by the inerSenatiea 

ef "CEottllantinopte- } l)f JIN^ers ^ik>&t iaith^ 

teteraiit wittiout pay b^ arms, and teehskir without 

eiperiehde or Mci|3iine. < The loft of ihis imi 

portanf • (roti&dt "wte thd ne^s of a day ; iind die 

Catholics were' neither fnrprifed nor difpleafed^ 

that a people fo deeply mfe£ted with Hie Kefliorian 

and Eutychian errors, had been delivered by Chrift 



tXf^ xaT«$7i4*«io liiprflK. CedreAus, tMn. ii. p. 79I. Tlie crvdaltQr of 
dW vu4Sar U Always protuMe; and tlie Turks had learned frdm tile Ar«bi 
Ibe luftory or k^end of Efcaniler l^iilo»nieib .(d^HtibHot^ p« 3i^^*0^> 

» 

and 
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iSod his • mothier inito the bands of the infidels **. crap. 
The woods and valleys of mount Caucafus were 
more Aremro«i% defended by the " native Geor* 
gians^ or Jbdrians: but. the TurkHh fultan afi4 
Jb^fon Malek)were.iodefatigabk in this holy war; 
their captives were compdled to promife a fpi- 
ritual as well, as temporal obedience ; and, ia^ead 
of their coUars ;and bracelets, an iron horfe>flioe» 
a badge of i ignominy, was impofed on the ihfidels 
•who fttil ' adhered to the worfliip of their fatbars. 
The change, however, was not fincere or tidi* 
verfal ; and, tbroQgh ages of ferviiude, the 
Oedrgians have . majntained the iutceffioti of their 
princes • and ' bifliops. '^But a race of men, whom 
nature has caft in her mod perfe£): mould, is 
degraded by poverty, ignorance, and vice; their 
•profefiion, and ftiil more their j^fHt'e,- of Chrifti*' 
anity is an -empty namej^^'md if they have 
^cmerged from herefy, it is only becanfe they 

XtiiouKftP ra Ni(*«ptv xm rw Axt^cixM t(moitiu«Mi« oupfcriy ^(ScylitztfSy id 
calcem iCedr«ni^ torn. li. p. ^^* whpfs ambiguous conOrudtion .(hall npt 
tcupt me to fufpedt that he confounded the Neftorian and Monophyiite hc- 
refics). He familiariy uU««k>f tXw fArimi Xf^^i^ opyK, Ow, qualities, -atf I 
ihe\|ld apprehend, very ib^^gn to the pisr/ea Being j but bis bigptryh 
forced to conf^fs, that they.wcre Coon afie^rwards difchargcd pn the ortho* 
dox Romans. ' - 

as. Had the name olO<o^g$•n•been knoum to the Gtt^s (Strkter, M«- 
moiisq Byaant^.tom. Iv^'Uerka), 1 iKc^uU^eiftvf itfrum tMeir. agrkult«re# at 
the tjfvQou ywfyM of Herodotus (1. iv. c. i8. p. 2S9. tdit. W^eflcling), 
But it appears only fu>ce the crufadei, ^n^pnj the Latins ( Jac. a Vitriaco, 
Hift. Hierofol. c. 79. p. 1095.) and Orientals (d'Hcrbelot, p. 4o70> •«*d 
tsras devoutly borrowcU from St. George of Cappad^cia. 

•Vol. is.' A a ai?c 



jrjsi THE DECLINE AND . TAEL 

.c H ifc B. jitc ^t&o illiterate, to remen^ a metaphyfical 
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The empe- . The falfe Of genuine .magnanimity of Mahmad 
nJt Di!^V- the Gaznevide, was not imitated by Alp Arflan ; 
A?D. 1068 '^^i ^^ attacked without fcruple the Greek em- 
—'071. prefa. Eudocia and her children. His alarming 
progrefs compelled her to give herfidf and her 
iceptre to the hand of a foldier ; and Romanus 
rDipgenes was invefted with the Imperial purple, 
i^is ipatriotifm, and perhaps his pride, urged him 
4rQpi Conftantinople within two months after his 
atxeflion; and the next campaign he mod fcan^ 
daloufly took the field during the holy feftivafl 
of Eafter. In the palace, Diogenes was no more 
than the hufband of Eudocia : in the camp, he. was 
the emperor of the Romans, and he fuftained that 
eharader with feeble refources, and invincible cou- 
rage. By his fpirit and fuccefs, the foldiers were 
taught to ad, the fubjeds to hope, and the ene- 
mies to fear. The Turks had penetrated into the 
heart of Phrygia ; but the fultan himfelf had re- 
iigned to his emirs the profecution of the war; 
and their numerous detachments were fcattered 

• 

over Afia in the fecurity of conqueft. Laden with 

' fpoil and carelefs of difcipline, they were feparately 

furprifed and defeated by the Greeks : the a&ivity 

of the emperor feemed to multiply his prefence ; 

' and while they heard of his expedition to Antjoch, 

1 * 

ay Molhcim, Inftitut. Hift. EccUf, p. 63*. Sec in Chardin's Travels 
(torn. i. p. 171— i74.)j t^ie manners and religion of this handfome but 
worthlefs nation. See the pedigree o^ their princes from Adam to the pre- 
(enc MAturyy in the Tables of M. de Guignes (torn. i« p* ^Itpr^l^'X' 

•the 
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"the enemy felt fais fwwd on the hills of Trebi^oxkd. c h a Fii 
In. three laborious campaigns^ the Turks were 
driven beyond the Euphrates : in the fourth and 
laft^ Romanus undertook the deliverance of Au 
inenia« The defoIatioQ of the land obliged him 
-to tranfport a fopply of two months proyi&onsj 
and he marched forwards to the fiege of Malaz^ 
kerd ^% an important foftrefs in the midway bq* 
tweea the modern cities of Arzeroum and Van. 
His army amounted^ at the leaft, to one hundred 
thoufand men. The troops of Conftantinople 
were: reinforced by the diforderly multitudes of 
Phrygja and Cappadocia ; but the real ftrength 
was Gompofed of the fubje^Els and allies of Europe^ 
the lejgions of Macedoni^^ and the fquadrons of 
Bulgaria; the Uzi, ajV^ld^yian hprd, ;who were 
themfelves of thci Turtsafiiv^^ce ^' ; and, above all^ 
the mercenary and adventurous bands of French 
;and Normans. Thejr lances were compoanded by 
the valiant Urfel of jSaliol, the kinfman or father 
of the ScottiQi kings ^\ and were allowed to 

~ excel 



%• This city is innitionfEd by Cooiftantinc Porpbyrogenius (.de Admini* 
Arat* Jniperiiy 1* ii- c. 44. p. 119)9 and the Byzantines of the xi^^ century* 
under the name of Mikntzlkime, and byfome is confounded with Theodofi- 
opoiiij bat Dedilcy in his notes and maps, has very properly iixed the iitua* 
tion. Abulfeda (Geogi^ph. tab.'xviii. p. 310.) defcribes Malafgcrd as a 
fmall town, built with blacic ft^ne,* fu'pplied with wattr, without trees, &c 

Jf ThctJii oKKe Orcirks (Stiittef, 'Memor. Byzant torn. iii. p, 9*3—* 
94S.) are the Gozz of the Orientals (Hi(l. des Huns, torn. ii. p. 52%. torn, iii* 
P- "^i^'y^^^*)' They'gj^peJir onlthe I^nuhe and the Volga, in Armenia, 

^Syrin; Jn^CnoVatan, anlitlie nittfe feems to have been ejttended to th6 whole 

*^iifkmin race.' ••'>•• 

' t^ t^fVKViS tthe'K»i<rcliii5'6fZoftaMs)hdimnguimcd by Jeffrey Malatcrr^ 

^X^.% ^i'ft^ \fltnonjr Aff* ^6ffna»» conquerors of Sicily^ and with the-ftiri 

name oiBalioh and our own hiftorians will tell how the Baliels came itpia 

{Z\i ^* Aaz Normsody 
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'^JLu 'Or^ek ftylt, fe'fhe^priaicedf ihe^PyWhicdahce, 
fhlTJ^^ * Oh rtie' Tfef^f of thi« T)old: ihvai)Otl, which 
mans, -fhreit^Ddd \A\i Iver^tafy dt>minioin. Alp 'A^tBan 
\^giftV' ^flew *tQ the itefte'afaaiofift at the bead of 'forty 
)h6uJ^nd* hc^te *'. ^HKi rapid arid lldlful tevolis- 
iidhs '^difttefflfed and difmayed the fuperior nkua- 
-bers of t^ Creeks ; and in the defeat ofBafiiadm^ 
•one of^^flieif'priftdpal 'generals, he difplayed the 
•firft exaifa^te' of -hid valour and clemency. The 
'imptbdence of the ettiperor had feparated his 
forces *after the redufikion of Malazkerd* It iWs 
-in varri tfcSt he atfenipted to recal the tnetxenary 
'Franks: they refufed to obey his fuhftnOfts ; he 
-difdafned to await their return: the defertion of the 
*US2l ftried faiis mind vi^Ith tHikiety ^nd fufpicion ; and 
♦a^aftrft the teoft'falutai'y '^tflricef he rufted forwards 
to fpiefedy* and decrHVekfKon. Had he lifteaed to the 
^fidt propoials of the fnltan, Romamis might hav^ 
Tecttred 'a retreat, perhaps a peace j but in thefe 
overtures heTuppofcd the feir or weaknefs of , the 
eneihy, and his anfwer was conceived in the tone; 
of infult and defiance. ^' If the Barbarian wiflies 
for peace, let him eva<iuate the ground which 
he .occupies for the encappment of the Ro- 
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NcMrmao^y to'Durtum^ built Bernard^i c»(l]e on tbcTeni married an hcireis 
of SQodand^ Sec. Ducangc (Mot. ad Niccphor. Bryeoniomi 1. ii. No 4.) 
Jiaf Uh<^red tt^e^ubjedi in honour of tbf preiident de Baiilcul, wbofe iuher 
bad exchanged tlu (word for. the gowi^ 

^ Jl JBbnacin '(p.^ 343^.^44. ) alUgns this probable number, which is reduced 
by Abulpharagius .%» 15^000 (p, 227.'), .and by d*Htrbeiot <p. ics.) to 
iiyoco horfe. But the fame Elmacin gives 300,000 men to the emperor, of 
y^bom j^jbttJlpi^ra|lus f^s, cum ccntura-bomifium miUibttSi mi^U^^ c^b** 
«^^98*>» pompi ioftruauf. The Greeks «MUin 6:0m M^y ^cfinkioD «jr 
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**]ma5a», znd {urrenderbis city and palace oERsi c hap. 
*' a$ a pledge of hi$ fincerity/V Alp Arilan ^ 
fmiled at the vanity of the demand, but he: wef^t 
the <leatli of fo many faithful Moilems ; and, after 
a- devout prayer, proclaimed a free permiffion to 
all who vere defirous of retiring from the field. 
With his own hands he tied up his horfe's tail, 
exdhangedt his bow anfl arrows for a mace and 
fcymetar, clothed hknfelf ^ in a white garment, 
perfumed his body with mufk, and declared 
that if he were, vanquiflied, that fpot Qipuld be 
the place of his burial *\ The fultaa himfelf had 
aflcded to caft away his miifile weapons.; rbut his 
hopes of vidlory were placed in the arrows of the 
Tarkifli cavalry, whofe Iquadrons were Iqofely 
diftriboted in the form of a crefcent. Inftead of 
the fuccelEve lines and referves of the' Grecian 
ta[dics, Romiuius led his army in a (iilgle and 
folid phalanx, and prefled with vigour and im- 
potence «the artful and yielding refinance of 
the Barbarians. In this defultory and fruitlefs 
combat he wafted the greater part of a fummer's 
day, tSl prudence and fatigue compelled him to 
return to his camp* But a retreat is always pe- 
rilous in the &ce of an aftive foe ; and no fooner 
had the ftandard been turned to the rear than the 
phalanx was broken by the bafe cowardice, or the 
bafer jealoufy, of Andronicus, a rival prince, who 
difgraced his birth and the purple of the Cx* 

U The Bjr^mtine writeri do not fpeak fo diftinaiy of the prefence of the 
fttltan; he committed his forces to an eunuch, had mired to A diftance, 4bc* 
U it ignorance, or jealoufyi or truth ? 

Aa3 fars. 
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CHAP. fars". The Turki(h fquadroiw poured a. cloud 
<-^^-w of arrows on this moment of confusion and laffi- 
tude ; and the horns of their formidable crefcent 
were clofed in the rear of the Greeks. In the 
deftrudion of the army and pillage of the camp, 
it would be needlefs to mention the number of the 
ilain or captives. The Byzantine writers deplore 
the lofs of an ineftimable pearl : they forget to 
mention, that in this fatal day the Afiatic provinces 
of Rome were irretrievably facrificed. 
Captivity As long as a hope furvived, Romanus attempted 
ance of the to rally and iave . the reh'cs of his army. When 
eroi>cror. ^j^^ ccntrc,. the Imperial ftation, was left naked 
on all fides, and encbmpafled by the vidorious 
Turks, he ftill, with deiperate courage, main- 
tained the fight till' the ck>fe of day, at the 
head of the brave and faithful fubje£ts who ad- 
hered to his flandard. They fell around him } 
his horfe was Hain; the emperor was wounded; 
yet he flood alone and intrepid, till he* was op- 
preiTed and bound by the ftrength of multitudes. 
The glory of this illuflrious prize was difputed 
by a flave and a foldier ; a flave who had feen 
him on the throne of Conflantinople, and a 
foldier whofe extreme deformity hsid beeU: excufed 
on the promife of fome fignal fervice. Defpoiled 
of his arms, his jewels, and his. purple, Romanus 

35 I^e was the fon of the Crefar John Ducas, brother of the emperor Con- 
A^tine (Ducange, Fam. By^^int. p. 165. )• Nkcphorus Bryennius apphndt 
his virtues and extenuates his faults (1* i. p« 30. 38. 1. ii. p. 53.)* Vet 
he owns his cfimity to Romanus, H t»w ic ^^>juti t^uv VfOi fiwriX^ 
ScyUiw fpeaks more p;(pUcitIy of his trcafon. 
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fpcnt a dreary and perilous night on the field of c h a p.^ 
battle, amidft a diforderly crowd of the meaner' ^^"" 
Barbarians. In the morning the royal captive was 
prefented to Alp Arflan, who doubtfed of his for- 
tune, till the identity of the perfon was afcertained 
by the report of his ambaffadors, and by the more 
pathetic evidence of Bafilacius, who embraced with 
tears the feet of his unhappy fovereign. The fuc- 
ceflfor of Conftantine, in a plebeian habit, was led 
into, the Turkifli divan, and commanded to kifs 
the ground before the lord of Afia. He re* 
ludtantly obeyed; and Alp Arflan, ftarting from 
his throne, is faid to have planted his foot on the' 
neck of the Roman emperor ^\ But the fa£t is' 
doubtful ; and if,, in this moment of infolence^ 
the fultan complied with a national cuftom, the 
reft of his conduct has extorted the praife of his 
bigotted foes, and may afford a lefTon to the mofl: 
civilized ages. He inftantly raifed the royal cap* 
tive from the ground ; and thrice clafping his 
hand with tender fympathy, affured him, that his 
life and dignity fliould be inviolate in the hands 
of a prince who had learned to refpeft the ma- 
jefty of his equals and the viciifitudcs of fortune. 
.From the divan, Romanus was conduced to an 
adjacent tent, where he was ferved with pomp and 
reverence by the officers of the fultan, who, twice 
each day, feated him in the place of honour at his 
own table. In a free and familiar converfatioa of 
eight days, not a word, not a look, of infult^ 
efcaped from the conqueror j but he feverely cen- 

« 

?6 Tl)is circy mdance, which we read and doubt in Scylitzes and ConAanr 
tine ManalTesj is more prudently omitted by Nicephorus and 2^onaras* 

A a 4 fared 
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c H A P. fitrdd tlie unworthy fabjefls who had deferted their 
valiant prince in the hour of danger, mi, gently 
admoniihed his antagoniil of fome errors which he 
had committed in the management of the war* 
In the preliminaries of negotiation, Alp Arilan 
aiked him what treatment he expeded* to receive, 
and the calm indifference of the emperor difplays 
the freedom of his mind. ** If you are cruel,** 
faid he,' '^ you will take my life y if you liften to 
f* pride, you will drag me at your chariot wheels ; 
*' if you confuk ydur intereft, you will accept a 
** ranfom, and reftore me to my country." 
•* And what,** continued the fultan, *^ would 
^* Have been your own behaviour, had fortune 
** fmiled on your arms?'* The reply of the 
Greek betrays a fentiment, which prudence, and 
e^en gratitude, fliould have taught him to fup* 
prefs. **' Had I vanquiihed,** he fiercely faid, 
*^ I would have inflifbed on thy body many a 
♦* ftripe." The Turkilb conqueror fmiled at the 
infolence of his captive ; obferved that the Chrif- 
tian law inculcated the love of enemies and for- 
ghrenefs of injuries ; and nobly declared, that he 
would not imitate an example which he con« 
demned. After mature deliberation. Alp Arflan 
didated the terms of liberty and peace, a ranfom 
of a million, an annual tribute of three hundred 
and fixty thoufand pieces of gold ^\ the marriage 
of the royal children, and the deliverance of all the 
Moflcms who y^tre in the power of the Greeks* 

37 The ranfom and tribute arc atteftcd by rcafon and the Orientals. The 
other Greeks are modeiUy fiient ; but Nicephorus Bryennius dares to affirm, 
fhil the terms were hh tj^fia? ^Tufxduft Afx^fy «R<* that the empciqr 
"would lave pttUntd duth \o a fliMBcf Hi treaty. 

Ronjanus, 



LVIi 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. j^Ji- 

Roin&nuis; wirf>: a figh, rubfcribed this tr^aty^; 
foiiifgracefel.ro the majefty of the empire i he 
was immediately invefted with a Tqrki(h robe of; 
honour; his nobles and patricians were reftbred'. 
to their fovereign ; and the fultan, after a courteous 
embrace^ difmifled him with rich prefents and a. 
military guard. No fooner did he reach the con- 
fines of the empire, than he wa3 informed that 
the palace and provinces had difclaimed their 
allegiance to a captive : a fum of two hundred: 
thoufand pieces was painfully coUe^ed ; and the* 
fallen monarch tranfmitted this part of his ranfom, 
with a fad confeilion of his impotence and di£» 
grace. The generofity, or perhaps the ambition^, 
of the fultan, prepared to efpoufe the cauf<^ of his 
ally ; but his defzgns were prevented by the defeat^ 
imprifonment, and death, of Romanup Diogenes ^^ 

In the treaty of peace, it does not appeaji that Death of 
Alp Arflan extorted any province or city from A-ofw]^ 
the captive e.mperor ; and bis revenge v^as iatasfied 
with the trophies of his vidory, and' the fpQiJs of 
Anatolia, from Antioch to she Black Sea. The 
faiiefl: part of Ada was fubjeA to his laws : twelve 
hundred princes, or the fons of princes, flood be<p 
fore his throne ; and two hundred thoufand ibldiers 
marched under his banners. The fuUaa difdained 



3^ The defeat and captivity of RoniaDus Diogenes may be found In Joba 
Scylitzes ad catctm Cedreni, toon. ii. p. 835—843. Zonaras, tpna. It* 
p. a8i<^2S4. NicepUorits Bryennius, Li. pi 45— 3*. Glycas, p. 3i5*-327« 
ConAantiae Mana^rcs, p. 1 34. Elmacin, Hrft. Saracen, p. 343, 344. Abul^ 
pharag. Dynaft. p. 227. d*Herbek)t, p. iC2, 103. de Guignes, torn. iU» 
p. 207-*2ir. Besides my old acquaintance Elmacin and Abulpharagius, the 
liiilorian of the Huns hi» confqiiysd Abulfeda> and liis epitomizer Benfjc;Jy>u* 
nab, a Chronic^ of the Caliphs, by Soyoutbij Abulnaahafcn of £syp^> ^^4 
Novalrl of AfnC4« 

to 
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c'H A P.* to purfue the fugitive Greeks ; but he meditated the' 
more glorious conqueft of Turkeftan, the original 
feat of the houfe of Seljuk. He moved from 
Bagdad to the banks of the Oxus j a bridge was 
thrown over the river; and twenty days were 
confumed in the paflage of his troops. But the 
progrefs of the great king was retarded by the 
governor of Berzem ; and Jofeph the Carizmian 
prefumed to defend his fortrefs againft the powers 
of the Eaft. When he was produced a captive 
in the royal tent, the fultan, inftead of praifing 
his valour, feverely reproached his obftinate folly ; 
and the infolent .replies of the rebel provoked 
a fentence, that he fhould be faftened to four 
ftakes and left to expire in that painful fituation. 
At this command the defperate Carizmian, draw- 
ing a dagger, rufhed headlong towards the thvone : 
the guards raifed their battle-axes ; their ze^l was 
checked by Alp Arflan, the mod (kilful archer 
of the age ; he drew his bow, but his foot flipped, 
the arrow glanced afide, and he received in his 
breaft the dagger of Jofeph, who was inftantly cut 
in pieces. The wound was mortal j and the 
Turkifli prince bequeathed a dying admonition 
to the pride of kings. " In my youth," faid Alp 
Arflan, " I was advifed by a fage, to humble 
•* myfelf before God j to diltruft my own ftrength j 
** and never to defpife the mofl: contemptible foe, 
I have negleded tbefe leflbns y and my negled 
has been defervedly puniflied. Yefterday, as 
** from an eminence I beheld the numbers, the 
*' difcipline, and the fpirit, of my armies, the 
•* earth feemed to tremble under my feetj and 
**' I faid in my heart, furely thou art the king 
' II « of 
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•^ of the world, the greateft and moft Invincible of chap, 
** warriors. Thefe armies are no longer mine; . _^- '- , ^ 
and in the confidence of my perfonal ftrength, 
I now fall by the hand of an affaffin '•/* Alp . 
Arilan poQeifed the virtues of a Turk and a Mu- . 
fulinan ; his voice and ftature commanded the . 
reverence of mankind ; his face was (haded with-, 
long whiikers ; and his ample turban was fa^- 
fhioned in the Ihape of a crown. The remains 
of the fultan were depofited in the tomb of the 
Seljukian dynafty ; and the pafTenger might read 
and meditate this ufeful infcription *" : ** O ye 

" WHO HAVE SEEN THE GLORY OF AlP ArSLAN 
*• EXALTED TO THE HEAVENS, REPAIR TO MaRU, 
" AND YOU WILL BEHOLD IT BURIED IN THfi ' 

** dust!" The annihilation of the infcription, 
and the tomb itfelf, more forcibly proclaims the 
inftability of human greatnefs. 

During the life of Alp Arflan, ^is cldeft fon RcJ^n »* 
had been acknowledged as the future fultan of the InLk^i 
Turks? On his father's death, the inheritance A^laioj* 
was difputed by an uncle, a coufin, and .a brother : — »09»* 
they drew their Cpymetars, and aflfembled their 
followers ; and the triple vifkory of Malek Shah ** . 
eftabliihed his owa reputation and the right of pri- . 

mogeniture. 

39 This intercfling death Is told by d*Herbelot (p. 103, i04.)> and M. de 
Gulgnes (coni.iii. p. 211, 2i30> ^""oni their Oriental'wriiers j but neither of 
tl]em ha?e tran&fufed the fpirit of Elmacin (HHl. Saracen, p. 344, 34$). 

40 A critique of high ren©wn (tlie late Dr. Johnfon), who has fevercly fcru- 
tinized the epitaphs of Pope, might cavil in this fubiime infcripllon at the 
words, *' repair to Maru,** fincc the reader mud already be at Maru before' 
he could perufe the infcription. 

. 4} The BibUotheque Orientale. has given the text of the reign of Malek 
(P* 542i 543^ 544« 6541 655.) j and the Hiiioire Gencralc des Huns {torn; iti. 

p. 214— 
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CHAP, mogehiture. In every age, and more efpecially 
^^"' in Aiia, the thirft of power has infpired the fame 
pailions and occafioned the fame diforders; but, 
from the long feries <>f civil war, it would not be 
eafy to extraft a fentiment more pure and mag- 
nanimous than 18 contained in the faying of the 
Turkifh prince. On the eve of the battle, he 
performed hi& devotions^ at Thous, before the 
tomb of the Imam Riza* As the fultan rofe from 
the ground, he aiked his vizir Nizam, who had 
kmelt befide him, .what had been the objed of 
his fecret petition : " That your arras may be 
*S crowned, with, viftory," was the prudent, and 
mofk probably the fmcere anfwer of the minifter. 
For my part^" replied the generous Malek, 
I implored the Lord of hofts, that he would 
*^ take from me my life and crown, if* my bro* 
** ther be more worthy than myfelf to reign over 
*' the Moflems/* The favourable judgment of 
heaven was ratified by the caliph ; and for the firft 
time, the facred title of commander of the faithful 
wa« communicated to a Barbarian. But this 
Barbarian, by his perfonal merit, and the extent 
of his empire, was the greatefl: prince of his age. 
After the fettlement of PerHa and Syria, he 
marched at the bead of innumerable armies, to 
atchieve the conqueft of Turkeftan, which bad 
\>een undertaken by his father. In his paflTage of 
the Oxus, the boatmen, who had been employed 
in tranfporting fome troops, complained, that 

p. IT4 — 244.) ha? added the ofual meafure of repetition^ emendation^ and 
<opplement. WUIyout tbefe two learned Frenchmen^ 1 Oiouid be blind in-^ 
dcedin the £afterDvcrd» .« 

2 their 
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thelt < payment tra« • affigned aa the ret^nufes df c h A rt 
Ahtjdch. The fultiti frdwned at this prepoftcrows ^"^^ 
choice ; but he fniited at the artful flattery of hk 
▼izir. " It was not to • p6fl:j3one thleir reward, 
** that I felefted thofe remote places, but to 'leatfe 
'^* a memOriat to pofterity, tW, under your reign, 
** Antioch and the Oxus were fubjeCl to the faibe 
.<« fovereign." But this defcriptidn of his iimits 
teaft tunjiift and parfimonious : beyond the Oxiis, 
he reduced to his obedience the cities of Bochara, 
Cari^me, and Samarcand, and crufhed each re* 
belHous Have, or independent favage, who dared 
to refift* Maiek paiTed the Sihon or Jaxartes, the 
laft boundary of Perfian civilization : the hords of 
Turkeftan yielded to his fupremacy : his name 
was inferted on the cojns, and in the prayers of 
Cafhgar, a Tartan kingdom on the extreme bor- 
ders of China. From the Chinefe frontier, he 
ftretched his immediate jurifdidion'or feudatory 
fway to the weft and fouth, as far as the moun- 
t^ins of Georgia, the neighbourhood of Conftan- 
tinople, the holy city of Jcrufalem, and the fpicy 
-groves of Arabia Foelix. Inftead of refigning 
^himfelf to the luxury of his Haram, the fhephcrd 
king, both in peate and war, -was in a£Uon and 
in the field. By the perpetual motion of the 
royal camp, each province was fucceflively bleffed 
^ith his prefence ; and he is faid to have peram* 
• buTated twelve times the wide extent of his dothi- 
nions, which furpafled the AJiatic reign of Cyrus 
and the caliphs. Of thefe expeditions,* the moft 
pious andi fplendid was the pilgrimage of Mecca : 
the freedom and fafety of the caravans were pro« 
i" teQcd 
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CHAP. te£^ed by bis arms ; tbe citizens and pilgrims "irete 
enrt(:bed by the ptofufion of his alms ; istnd the 
.defert was cheered by the places of relief and 
refreihment, which he inftituted for the ufe of his 
brethren*: Hunting was the pleafure, and even 
,tiij^ paflion of the fultan, and his train confided 
•^of forty-feven thoufand horfes j but after the maf- 
rfacre of a Turkiih chafe, for each piece of game» 
, hp bellowed a piece of gold on the poor, a flight 
, atonement, at the expence of the people, fotjthe 
. cod and mifchief of the amufement of kings. In 
:the peaceful prof^erity of his reign, the cities of 
Afia were adorned with palaces and hofpitals, 
with mofchs and colleges ; few xleparted from his 
• divan without reward, and none without juftice. 
The language and literature of Perfia revived 
.under the houfe, of Seljuk ^* ; and if Malek ema- 
ciated the libeTality of a Turk lefs potent than 
h^mfelf ^\ his palace might refound with the fongs 
pf an hundred poets* The fuUan beftowed a 
mor^ ferious and learned care on the reformatio^ 
of the calendar, which was effeded by a general 
aflembly of the s^dronomers of the £ad. By a 
law of the prophet, the Moflems are confined to 
{the irregular courfe of the lunar months; in 

4» See an excellent difcourfe at the end of Sir William Jones's Hiftory of 
Kadtr Shkh, and the articles of Che poets, Amak, Anvariy Rafchadiy See. m 
t^9 Biblipttk:que Orientale. / 

„' ^ His name was Khedcr Kban« Four ba^s were placed- round hts (pphfif 
and as he iiftened to the fong, he cafl handful^ of gold and (ilver to the poets 
(d*rtcrbelor, p, 167.), aU tius may be true $ but I do not underftand how 
l^e cQvld reign in Tranfoxiana t4Ei t^e tim^ of Malek ^h^hy.and mi^cfi lefs hdy^ 
Khedcr could.furpafs him in power and pomp. I fufpedl that the beginnings 
not the end, of the xi*** century » is the true aera of his reign. 
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:Pfer(k, (ince the age of Zoroafter, the revdluticm c h a ^. 
•of tins fan ha^ been known and celd>Tat€d as an ^^^J^ 
ianntial feftival^; but after th<$ fall of the Ma- 
-giaa empire, the intercalation' bad> h0en negleded^; 
•the fractions of minutes and hours were miiltf* 
'plied into days ; and the -date of the Spring wds 
f temoved from the (ign of Arie^ to that of Pifces. 

• The reign of Malek was illtiftrated by th& Gefalaafn 
*aera; and all errors, either paft or future, ^&e 

correfted by- a computation of time, which tiii*- 
paflesthd Julian, and approaches the accuracy df 
^ the Gregorian,* ftyle*'. * ^ 

' In a period when Europe was plunged lA the Hisdwth, 
•deepeft barbarifm, the light and fplendour of '^•^•^^** 
- Afia may be afcribed to the docility rather than 
the knowledge of the Turkifli conquerors. An 
ample fliare of their wifdom and virtue is due to 
-a Perfian vizir, who ruled the empire under the 

• reigns of Alp Arflan and his fon. Nizam, one of 
-the moft illuftrious minifters of the Eaft, was 

honoured by the caliph as an oracle of religion 
and fcienceV he was trufted by the fultan as the 

^faithful vicegerent of his power and juftice. After 
an adminiftration of thirty years, the fame of the 
vizir, his wealth, and even his fervices, were 
transformed into crimes. He was overthrown by .... 
the infidious arts of a woman and a rival ; and his '" ' 

*fall was haftened by a rafh declaration, that his 

*€ap and ink-horn, the badges of his officei were ' 

I, 

' 44 Sec-Chariin, Voyages en Pcrfe, torn. ii. p. 235, 

4; The Celabean aera (Gela|edciio, Glory of t)i« Faith, was one «( the 
* names or titles of Malek Shah} is fixed to the xv*** of March, A. H.47.1, 
*>|u D« 1079. Dr. Hyde has produced theoriginaltedi monies of the P^rfuns 
and Arabians {d« Religiooc Y«tcrunv Perfarunii c. i6« p. %Qo-^zii»)t», 

connefted 
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CH A^. cOQile^ed f^^by the d|v tee decree tvith the.Chrcftle 

sj^!^!:^ an4' 4M^0:i "of the faltao. At ^he *ge idf irfneiy- 

. threo: ^(^ar^ ithie i^dieiabte AateftMli v^iEi$ difivn&d 

:hyhifim9iQ^x>iit<Afed by his^ ei>f»|fiies, aod mttr- 

-ijfered ^y a fmatit : ^he laA wo^^ of Niailni at- 

't^e4*hi8 innocence, ^aB4 1 the r^ouuinder bf Ma« 

leki's^life was (hort and inglorious. From Ifpahas, 

rthe icene of this di(graceful traniaidion, the foktfi 

^movedrtO' Bagdad, with the defignof tr^nfplantisig 

.the <cdHph, and of fixing bis own refidence in 

ibf capita] of the Moilem world. The feeble 

fuccefTor of Mahomet obtained a rdpite of ten 

day^; and before the exph-ationof theterm^'the 

' Barbarian was fummoned by the angel of > deadi. 

His ambaiTadors at Conftantinople had > aflced in 

marriage a Roman princefs, ; but the propofal 

was decently eluded ; and the daughter . of 

Alexius, who might herfelf have been the vi^q^, 

expreffes her abhorrence of this unnatoral coa- 

jundbn^^ The daughter of the icikan was bt- 

dowed on the caliph Mocladi, with the imperious 

condition, that, renouncing the fociety :of bis 

wives and concubines, he lhoul4 for ever confine 

himielf to this honourable alliance. • 

nivifioo of The greatnefs and- unity of the Turkilh- etfkfife 

}!lkUtt em- ^scpired in the perfon of Malek Shah. , His vacant 

?««• throne was difputed by his brother and his four 

fonsj'and, after, a^^ries* of civil wars, rtbe treaty 

which reconciled the furvivin^^ candidates- ceg* 

firmed a lafting feparation in the Fcrjian dynaldy, 

4<^ She fpeaks of this Pirfiai^ royalty as wxaurm^ xaKoia.iiJMftTifW vil^M(^ 
Artna Comnena was only nine years old' at the end of the reign of Malek 
* Shah (A. D. ro^a), and when (he fpeaks of his 'dflTaflihkttOili^ (he t6nfbQ^ 
the fuftan vnlh the Mizir^ Alaxius, 1. vi. p. 177/ lyS.j. 

,> the 
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tb« tldeft and principal branch of the houfe of chap. 

LVII 

Seljuk. The three younger dynafties were thofe 
of Kermarij of Syria^ and of Roum: the firfl: of 
thefe commanded an extenfive, though obfcure ^% 
dominion on the fhores of the Indian ocean ^* : 
the fecond expelled the Arabian princes of Aleppo 
and Damafcus ; and the third, our peculiar care, 
invaded the Roman provinces of Afia Minor. 
The generous policy of Malek contributed to their 
elevation : he allowed the princes of his blood, 
even thofe whom he had vanqui(hed in the field, 
to feek new kingdoms worthy of their ambition ; 
nor was he difpleafed that they fliould draw away 
the more ardent fpirits, who might have difturbed 
the tranquillity of his reign. As the fupreme 
head of his family and nation, the great fultan 
of Perfia commanded the obedience and tribute of 
his royal brethren : the thrones of Kerman and 
Kice, of Aleppo and Damafcus } the Atabeks, 
and emirs of Syria and Meropotamia, erected 
their ilandards under the ihadow of his fceptre^'; 
and the hords of Turkmans overfpread the plains 
of the weftern Afia. After the death of Malek, 
the bands of union and fubordination were re« 

47 So obfcurey that the induflry of M. de Ouignes, could only copy (torn. L 
p. 244. ton), iii. pArtt. p. 169, *c.) the hi(lory, or rather lift, of tht 
Seljukides of Keriiuiii» in Bibllotheque Orientale. They were extioguithcd 
before the end of the xii*^ century. 

48 Ta vernier, perhaps the only traveller who has vi^ted Kerman, de* 
fcribes the capital as a p'eat ruinous village, twenty- five days journey from 
Kpahan, and twenty.feven from Ormus, in the midft of a ftrtUe countr/ 
(Voyages en Turquieet en Perfe> p. 107. no.)* 

49 It appears from Anna Comnena, that the Turks of Afia Minor obeyed 
the iignet and chhiuft of the great fultan (Alexias, I. vi. p. lyo^)} and tiMl 
thp two ions of Seliman were detained in his court (p. i8o.>* 

Vol. X. B b laxed 
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€ H A P. laxed and finally diflblved : the indulgence of the 
\— ^.-^ houfe of Seljuk invefted their flaves with the inhe- 
ritance of kingdoms ; and, in the Oriental ftyle, 
a crowd of princes arofe from the dnft df their 
feet^- 
conqueft of A prince of the royal Kne, Cutulmifh, the fon of 
Afia^Mmor j^j-j^jj^ ^^ jjjjj ^ Scljuk, had faHcR in a battle 

A"aIo74 ^*"^^ "^'P Arflanj and the humane tidor had 
—1084. dropt a tear over his grave. His five fons, ftrong 
in arms, ambitious of power, and eager for revenge, 
unflieathed their fcymetars againft the fon of Alp 
Arflan. The two armies expeftcd the fignal^ 
when the caliph, forgetful of the majefty which 
fecluded him from vulgar eyes, interpofed his 
venerable mediation. ^^ Inftead of ft^ding the 
*' blood of your brethren, your brethren both in 
<< defcent and faith, unite your forces in an 
** holy war againft the Greeks, the enemies of 
*' God and his apoftle." They Hftened to his 
voice; the fultan embraced his rebellious kinf- 
men; and the eldeft, the vaKant Soliman, ac* 
cepted the royal ftandard, wWch gave him the 
free conqueft and hereditary command of the 
provinces of the Roman empire, from Arzeroum 
, to Conftantinople, and the unknown regions of 
the Weft *'. Accompanied by his four brothers, 

. 5« This expreiGon is quoted by Petit ^ la Croix (Vic de Gcngifcan, 
p. 161. )» from fomc poet, mod ptobably a Perfian. 

V 51 On the conqtief^ of Afia Minor, M. de Guigncs has derived no afliftance 

from the Tarkirti or Arabian writers, who produce a naked lift of the SeJ. 

5ttki^> of R^um* The Orecks are unwilling to expofe their Oiame, and we 

, jmvft f xtort fome hints from Scylitzcs (p. 860* 863. ), Nicephorus BrycnniuR 

(p. 88. 91, 91, &c. i,Q3, lof.), and Miu Comncaa (Alexias, p, 91, 91, 

J.- ** » 
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he paiTed the Euphrates : the Turkifli camp was chap. 
foon feated in the neighbourhood of Kutaieh in 
Phrygia; and his flying cavalry laid wafte the 
country as far as the Hellefpont and the Black 
Sea. Sinc^ the decline of the empire, the penin- 
fula of Afia Minor had been expofed to the 
traniient, though deftruffcive, inroads of the Per- 
fians and Saracens; but the fruits of a lading 
coaqueft were referved for the Turkifli fultan; 
and his arms were introduced by the Greeks, who 
afpired to reign on the ruins of their country. 
Since the captivity of Romanus, fix years the 
feeble fon of Eudoda h^d trembled under the 
weight of ,the Impetial crown, till the provinces 
of the Eaft and Weft were loft in the fame month 
by a double rebellion : of either chief Nicephorus 
was the common name; but the furnames of 
Bryennius and Botoniates diftinguifii -the Euro- 
pean and Aiiatic candidates. Their reafons, or 
rather their promifes, were weighed in the divan ; 
and, after fome hefttation, Soliman declared him- 
felf in favour of Botoniates, opened a free paflage 
to his troops in their march from Antioch to 
Nice, and joined the banner of the crefcent to 
that of the crofs. After his ally had afcended the 
throne of Conftantinople, the fultan was hofpi- 
tably entertained in the fuburb* of Chryfopolis or 
Scutari ; and a body of two thoufand Turks was 
tranfported into Europe, to whofe dexterity and 
courage the new emperor was indebted for the 
defeat and captivity of his rival Bryennius. But 
the conqueft of Europe was dearly purchafed 
by the facrifice of Afia : Conftantinople was de- 

Bb 2 prived 
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prived of the obedience and revenue of the prp^ 
vinces beyond the Bofphorus and Hellefpont ; and 
the regular progrefs of the Turks, who fortified 
the palFes of the rivers and mountains, left not 
a hope of their retreat or expulfion. Another 
candidate implored the aid of the fultan : Melif- 
fenu?, in his purple robes and red bufkins, at- 
tended the motions of the Turkifli camp; and 
the defponding cities were tempted by the fum- 
TOons of a Roman prince, who immediately 
Surrendered them into the hands of the Barbarians. 
Thefe acquifitions were confirmed by a treaty of 
peace with the emperor* Alexius; his fear of Ro* 
bert compelled him to feek the friend (hip of Soli- 
man ; and it was not till after the fultan's death 
that he extended as far as Nicomedia, about fixty 
miles from Gonftantinople, the eaftern boundary 
of the Roman world. Trebizond alone, defended 
on either fide by the.feaand mountains, prcferved at 
the extremity of the Euxine the ancient charader of 
a Greek colony, and the future deftiny of a Chrif- 
tian empire. 
TheSeiju- Sincc the firft conquefts of the caliphs, the 
ilonioi'^ eftablilhment of the Turks in Anatolia or Afia 
Rou.T). Minor was the moft deplorable lofs which the 
church and empire had fuftained. By the propa- 
gation of the Moflem faith, Sollman deferved 
the name ot Gazi^ a holy champion ; and his new 
kingdom of* the Romans, of of Roum^ was added 
to the tables of Oriental geography. It is de- 
fcribed as extending from the Euphrates to Con- 
ftantinople, from tl^e Black Sea to the confines of 
Syria; pregnant with mines of filver and iron, 

I of 



LVJI. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. g/j 

of aHutn and copper, fruitful in corn and wine, ^/^^a ?.• 
and produftive pf cattle and excellent horfes**. 
The wealth of Lydia, the arts of the Greeks, 
the fplendour of the Auguftan age, exifted 
only in books and ruins, which were equally 
obfcure in the eyes of the Scythian conquerors. 
Yet, in the prefent decay, Anatolia ftill contains 
fome wealthy and populous cities ; and, under the 
Byzantine empire, they were far more flourifhing 
in numbers, fize, and opulence. By the choice 
of the fultan, Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, 
was preferred for his palace and fortrefs: the feat 
of the Seljukian dynafly of Roum was planted ona 
hundred miles from Conftantinople ; and the di- 
vinity of Chrift was denied and derided in the 
feme temple in which ic had been pronounced by 
the firft general fynod of the Catholics. The unity 
of God, and the miffion of 'Mahomet, were preached 
in the mofchs; the Arabian learning was taught 
in the fchools ; the Cadhis judged according to 
the law of the Koran ; the Turkilh manners and 
language prevailed in the cities; and Turkman 
camps were fcattered over the plains and moun- 
tains of Anatolia. On the hard conditions of 
tribute and fervitude, the Greek Chrifti^ns miglu 
enjoy the exercife of their religion; but their 
moft holy churches were profaned; their pricfts 
and bifliops were infulted ^'; they were compelled 
> to 

• 

5* Such is the flefcription of Roum by Halten tlje Armenian, whpfp 
T.jrtai hiftory m^iy be founfl in the collf(5iions of R,*im'ifio and Bergeron- 
(See Abulfeda, Geograph. climat. xvii. p 30»— 305.) 

5) Dicit cos *q'j?ndam /tbufiopc Sorio.iiiiica ij-UTveitiflo e;>ifcri.Miji^, 
((.uibcil. Abbat, \\A, Hkrofol 1. i. p. 46S \. if i- odd enough ili:u v.-r 
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c HA P. to fuflfer the triumph of the ' Pagans^ and the 
apoftacy of their brethren ; many thoufand 
children were marked by the knife of circum- 
cifion ; and many thoufand captives were devoted 
to the fervice or the pleafures of their matters ^, 
After the lofs of Afia, Anrioch ftill maintained 
her primitive allegiance to Chrifl: and Caefar ; 
but the folitary province was feparated from all 
Roman aid, and furrounded on all fides by the 
Mahometan powers. The defpair of Philaretus 
the governor prepared the facrifice of his religion 
and loyalty, had not his guilt been prevented 
by his fon, who haftened to the Nicene palace, 
and offered to deliver this valuable prize into the 
hands of Soliman. The ambitious fultan mounted 
on horfeback, and in twelve nights (for he re* 
pofed in the day) performed a march of fix hun- 
dred miles. Antioch was oppreiTed by the fpeed 
and fecrecy of his enterprife ; and the dependant 
cities, as far as Laodicea and the confines of 
Aleppo'', obeyed the example of the metropolis. 
From Laodicea to the Thracian Bofpl^orus, or 

(hould find a parallel paflage of th« fame people in the prefent age. ** U 
<< n^eft point d'horreur que ces Turcs n*^ycnc comntit, et femblabJes aux 
** fddats effnne%y qai dans la fac d^une ville non conteAs de difpofcrde tout 
« i leur gre pretendenc encore aux fuec^fe les moint.dcfirables* Quel^oe 
« Sipahis ont porte leurs attertats fur la perfonne du vieux rabbi de lafyna** 
<« gogue, et ceilc de TArch^vdque Grcic/* . (Memoires du Baron de Tott» 
torn, iu p> I9J<). 

54 The emperor, or abbot, defcribe the fcene s of a Turkilb camp as if 
they bad been prefent* Matres correptc in confpefiu filiarum multipUcit«r 
repctitis diveribrum coitibus vexabantur; (is th&t the true reading?) cunn 
filiae affifteiftes carroina praecinere faltando ^ogeretitur. Mox cadem paffio 
ad filiasy &c« 

55 See Antioch, and the death of Soliman, in AQHaComnena (Alexiat* 
1* vi. p. z6S, 169.}) with the notes of Ducange. 

arm 
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arm of St. George, the coaquefts and reign of c h a p« 
Soliman extended thirty days jouruey in length, ^^"* 
and ia breadth about ten or fifteen, between the 
rocks of Lycia and the Black Sea ^\ The 
Turkiih ignorance of navigation protefled, for. 
a while, the inglorious fafety of the emperor; 
but no fooner had a fleet of two hundred fhips 
been conftruded by the hands of the captive 
Greeks, than Alexius trembled behind the walls 
of his capital. His {Jaintive epiftles wfsre dif- 
perfed over Europe, to excite the codipailioQ 
of the Latms, and to paint the danger, the 
weaknefs, and the riches, of the city of Con- 
ilantine "• 

But the moft interefting conqueft of the Sel- ^^K^.'^ 
jukian Turks, was that of Jerufalcm*% which ofjwufj? 
foon became . the theatre of nations. In their a?d. 638 
capitulation with Omar, the inhabitants had fti- ""'°99' 
pulated the aflurance of their religion and pro- 
perty ; but the articles were interpreted by a 
xnafter againft whom it was dangerous to difpute ; 

5^ WillUm of Tyre (Li. c. 9, xo. p. 635.) gives the moft authentic and 
deplorable account of thefe Turkifh conquefts. 

57 in his epiftie to the count of Fianders^ Alexius Teems to faU too low 
ben««th his ciura^^er and dignity ; yet it is oppofed by Ducange (Not* ad 
Alexiad. p. 335, Sec), and paraphrafed by the abbot Guibert, a contera- 
porary hiftorian. The Greek text no longer exifts | and each tranHator and 
icribe-mii^ht fay with Guibcct (p. 475-)> verbis veftita meis, a privilege oi* 
Diofl iiKlefinite latitude. 

5S Ourbeft fund for die btftory of Jerulalem from Heracllos to the cru* 
fades, is contained in twa large and original paflhges of William archbiihop 
^ Tyre (1. i. c. i-»io. U xviii. c 5, 6.), the principal author of the Gefta 
Dei per Fr«BCps« M. de Guignes has compofed a very learned Memoire fur 
^ Commerce des Fran9ois dans le Levant avant les Croifades, Sec, (Mem. 
4^^* Academic des Inicri|>tjoi^s* torn. xxxvU* p. 467<w>500.}* 

B b 4 and 
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CHAP and In the four hundred years of the reign of 
^^^'' the caliphs, the political climate of Jerufalem 
was expofed to the viciffitudes of ftorms and 
fun(hine*^ By the increafe of profelytes and 
population, the Mahometans might excufe their 
ufurpation of three-fourths of the city: but a 
peculiar quarter was referved for t}\e patriarch 
with his clergy and people; a tribute of two 
pieces of gold was the price of protedion; atid 
the fepulchre of Chrifl:, with the church of the 
Refurreflton, was ftill left in the hands of his 
votaries. Of thefe votaries, the moft numerous 
and refpeflable portion were ftrangers to Jeru- 
falem : the pilgrimages to the Holy Land had 
been ftimulated, rather than fupprefled, by the 
conqueils of the Arabs; and the enthufiafm which 
had always prompted thefe perilous journies, was 
nourifhed by the congenial paffions of grief and 
indignation. A crowd of pilgrims from the £aft 
and Weft continued to vifit the holy fepulchre, 
and the adjacent fanduaries, more efpecially at 
(he feflival of Eafter : and the Greeks and Latins, 
the Neftorians and Jacobites, the Copts an^J 
Abyifiniaos, the Armenians and Georgiaiis, main* ' 
tained the chape}s, the clergy, and the poor of 
their refpeflive communions. The harmony of 
prayer in fo many various tongues, the worfhip 
of fo many nations in the common temple of their 

S9 Secundum Dominoram difpofitionem plenimqae luctda pleniinqve 
nubila recepit intervalJa, er «grotaiitiu(n more temporum prcleiitiain gn« 
vabatar aut refplrabat quallute (1. i. c. 3. p. 63a). Thelatinityof WiUiam 
of Tyre is by no means contemptible : but in his account of 490 yean, fimn 
t^e lofs to the recovery of Jeruftlemi he exceeds the true account by thirty 
years. 
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religion, might have afforded a fpe£tacle of ediii- chap. 
cation and peace; but the zeal of the Chriftian ^^"* 
fedls was embittered by hatred and revenge ; and 
in the kingdom of a fuffering Meffiah, who had 
pardoned his enemies, they afpired to command 
and perfecute their fpiritual brethren. The pre- 
eminence was afferted by the fpirit and numbers 
of . the Franks ; and the greatnefs of Charle- 
magne*** protefted both the Latin pilgrims, and 
the Catholics of the Eaft. The poverty of Car- 
thage, Alexandria, and Jerufalem, was relieved 
by the alms of that pious emperor ; and many 
monafteries of Paleftine were founded or reftored 
by his liberal devotion. Harun Alraihid, the 
greateft of the Abadides, elleemed in his Chriftian 
brother a fimilar fupremacy of genius and power : 
their friendfliip was cemented by a frequent in- 
tercourfe of gifts and embaflies ; and the caliph, 
without refigning the fubftantial dominion, pre- 
fented the emperor with the keys of the holy 
fepulchre, and perhaps of the city of Jerufalem. 
}n the decline of the Carlovingian monarchy, the 
republic of Amalphi promoted the interefl: of 
trade and religion in the £a(t. Her veflels tranf- 
po^ted the Latin pilgrims to the coads of Egypt 
and Paleftine, and deferved, by their ufeful im- 
ports, the favour and alliance of the Fatimite 
caliphs ^' : an annual fair was inftituted on mount 

Calvary; 

^ For th« tranfaftions of Charlemagne with the Holy Land, fee Es'mhard 
(de Vita CaroJU Magni, c 16. p. 79^82), Condantine Porphyrogenitus 
(de Admaniftratione Imperii^ 1. ii. c. %6, p. So.)» and Pa$t (Critica, torn. ili. 
A. D. Sao, No 13, 14, 15.). 

4i The caliph granted his privileges, Amalphitanis viris amicis et utilium 
(ptroduftcn-ibuf (GeAa Dei, p. 9340« 'I'he tmde of Venice ^o Egypt and 

Paleftine 
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CHAP. Calvary ; and the Italian merchants founded the 
convent and hofpital pf St. John of Jerufalem^ the 
cradle of the monaftic and military order» which 
has fmce reigned in the iiles of Rhodes and of 
Malta. Had the Chriftian pilgrims been content 
to revere the tomb of a prophet, the difciples of 
Mahomet, inflead of blaming, would have imi 
tated, their piety : but thefe rigid Unitarians were 
fcandalifed by a worfhip which reprefents the 
birth, death, and refurredion, of a God } the 
Catholic images were branded with the name of 
idols J and the Moflems fmiled with indignation^^ 
at the miraculous flame, which was kindled on 
the eve of Eafter in the holy fepulchre *\ This 
pious fraud, firft devifed in the ninth century ^% 
was devoutly cheriihed by the Latin crufaders, 
and is annually repeated by the clergy of the Greek, 
Armenian, and Coptic fe^ ^% who impofe on the 

Paltftine cannot produce fo old a title, unlefs we adopt the laughable tranf^ 
lation of a Frenchman who mldooK the two factions of the circus (Veneti 
et Prafini) for the Venetians and Parifians. 

^^ An Arabic chronicle of Jeruftlem (apud AflTeman. Bibliot. Orienjt. 
torn. i. p. 628. torn. iv. p. 368.) ftteftt the unbelief of the caliph and tlw 
hiftorian j yet CantAcuzene prefumes to appeal to the Mahometans them- 
felves for the truth of this perpetual miracle. 

63 In his Diflcrtations on Ecclefiaflical HiAery, the learned |fo(helm ha* 
feparately difcufled thisprettnded mirftcle (tom.U. p. xi4«->3o6.)9dc lumiiie 
fanfti fepulchri. 

64 William of Malmlbury (K iv* c. ii. ^« 209.} quotes the Itinerary of the 
monk Bernard, an eye-witnefs, who vifited Jerufalem A. D. 870. The 
miracle is confirmed by another pilgrim fome years older ) ai|d Moflieim 
afcribes the invention to tlie Franks, (bon a(ter tlip deccafe of Cttarle- 
magne. « ' 

^i Our travellrrs, Sandys (p. 134.), Thevenot (p. 6it-^a7)| Ma««^ 
dreil (p. 94, 9 5.) 9 &c. defcribe this extravagant £urcc. The Catholics «t 
puzzled to decide> when the miracle endcd]» and the trick began. 

credulous 
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credulous fpe£tator$ ** for their own benefit^ and chap. 
that of theit tyrants. In every age, a principle of ^ ^-><"W 
toleration has been fortified by a fenfe of intereft ; 
and the revenue of the prince and his emir was 
increafed each year, by the expence and tribute 
of fo many thoufand ftrangers. 

The revolution which transferred the fceptre und«rthe 
from the Abaflides to the Fatimites was a benefit^ c^i'^$,* 
rather than an injury, to the Holy Land. A tL%t^ 
fovereign refident in Egypt was more fenfible of 
the importance of Chriflian trade ; and the emirs . 
of Paleftine were lefs remote from the juftice 
and power of the throne. But the third of thefe 
Fatimite caliphs was the famous Hakcm*', a 
frantic youth, who was delivered by his impiety 
and defpotifm from the fear either of God or man ; 
and whofe reign was a wild mixture of vice and 
folly. Regardlefs of the moft ancient cuftoms of 
Egypt, he impofed on the women an abfolute 
confinemient: the reftraint excited the clamours 
of both fexes ; their clamours provoked his fury i 
a part of Old Cairo w^s delivered to the flames ; 
and the guards and citizens were engaged many 
days in a bloody conflict. At firft the caliph de« 

66 The Oriental*! themfelves confefs the fraud, and plead ncceflity and 
edification (Memolres du Chevalier d^ArvieuXi torn* ii. p. 14Q. Jofeph 
Abudacni, Hiil. Copt. c» 20. ) : but I will not attempt, with Moflieim, 
to explain th« mode. Our travellers have £»Ued with the bjood pf St* Jwu- 
arius at Naples* •« 

67 See d'Herbetot (Bibliot. Orientale, p.4TX.)« Renaudot (Hid. Pa* 
tdarcb. Alex. p. 39OW 397. 400, 40X.), EJnucin (Hift. Saneen, p. 3ai-«» 
323.), and Marei (p. 384— 386.) > an hiftorian of £gxpt> tnusflated by 
Reiflce from Arabic into German, and verbally interprejed to me by • 

friend. 

clared 
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CHAP, clared himfelf a zealous Mufulraan, the founder 
hviu 

or benefaftor of mofchs and colleges : twelve 

hundred and ninety copies of the Koran were tran« 
fcribed at his expence in letters of gold ; and his 
tdiSt extirpated the vineyards of the Upper Egypt. 
But his vanity was foon flattered by the hope of 
introducing a new religion ; he afpired above 
the fame of a prophet, and ftyled himfelf the 
viiible image of the moft high God, who, after 
nine apparitions on earth, was at length manifeft 
in hts royal perfon. At the name of Hakem, the 
lord of the living and the dead, every knee was 
bent in religious adoration : his myfleries were 
performed on a mountain near Cairo : fixteen 
thoufand converts had figned his profefGon of 
faith ; and at the prefent hour, a free and warlike 
people, the Drufes of mount Libanus, are per- 
fuaded of the life and divinity of a madman and 
tyrant**. In his divine charafter, Hakem hated 
the Jews and Chriftians, as the fervants of his 
rivals; while fome remains of prejudice or pru- 
dence (till pleaded in favour of the law of Ma- 
homet. Both in Egypt and Paleftine, his cruel 
and wanton perfecution made fome martyrs and 
many apoftates : the common rights, and fpecial 



^ The religion of the Drufes is eoncealed by their ignorance and hypo* 
crify. Their fecret dodrines are confined to the eleA who profefs a con- 
templative life I and the .vulgar Drufes, the moil indiflfrrent of men, 
oceafionally conform to the worihip of the Mahometans and Chriftians 
of their neigbhourhood. The little that is, or deferves to be, known, 
maybe feen in the induftrious Niebuhr (Voyages, torn. ii. p. 354— 357* )f 
and thtt fecond volume of tlte recent and inAru^ive Tfavel^ ol ^, de 
Volney. 
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privileges of the fcdaries were equally difre- chap* 
garded ; and a general interdid was laid on the ^.,^^^^^ 
devotion of ftrangers and natives* The temple of ^^^J^* ^^ 
the Chriftian world, the church of the Refur- a.d.iooj* 
reftion, was demolifhed to its foundations ; the 
luininous prodigy of Eafter was interrupted, and 
much profane labour was exhaufted to deftroy 
the cave in the rock which properly conftitutes 
the holy fepulchre. At the report of this facri- 
lege^ the nations of Europe were aftoniihed and 
afflided : but inftead of arming in the defence of 
the Holy Land, they contented ihemfelves with 
burning, or banifhing, the Jews, as the fecret 
advifers of the impious Barbarian ^^ Yet the cala* 
mities of Jerufalem were in fome meafure alleviated 
by the inconftancy or repentance of Hakem him* 
felf ; and the royal mandate was fealed for the 
reftitution of the churches, when the tyrant was 
aflaffinated by the emiflaries of his lifter. The 
fucceeding caliphs refumed the maxims of religion 
and policy ; a free toleration was again granted ; 
with the pious aid of the emperor of Conftami* 
nople, the holy fepulchre arofe from its ruins; 
and, after a ihort abftinence, the pilgrims returned 
with an increafe of appetite to the fpiritual 
fieafl ^^ In the fea>voyage of Paleftine, the dsoi- 

<9 See Glabsr, K Hi. c 7* and the Annals of Baroniqs and Pagi, A. D. 
IC09. 

70 Per idem tempus ex univerf* orhe tarn innumerabilic mulcitudo coptt 
Gonfluere ad fepulclirum Salvatoris Hierorolymls, qaancum nuUus hominum 

prius fperare poterac. Ordo inferioris p\ehis mediocres reges 

et cornices przfules .... mulieres multx nobiks cum pauperioribtis 

, • • • . Pluribus enim erat mentis defidcrium mori priofqnam ad propria 
reverterentur (Glaber^ !• iv. c. 6. fiouquetj Hilioriana gf Fnnce, tom.Xr 
p. 50.). 

gcrt 
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CHAP, gers were frequent, and the opportunities rare : 
mJ^/^ ^^^ ^^^ convcrfion of Hungary ^ opened a fuSc 
communication between Germany and^ Greece. 
The charity of St^Stephen, the apoftle of his 
kingdom, relieved and conducted his itinerant 
increaf« of brethren ^* ; and from Belgrade to Antiocfa; they 
SJIdITch; traverfed fifteen hundred miles of a Chriftian 
^^' empire. Among the Franks, the zeal of piU 

grimage prevailed beyond the example of former 
times: and the roads were covered with multi- 
tudes of either fex, and of evety rank, who pro- 
fefied their contempt of life, fo foon as they 
jhould have kiiTed the tomb of their Redeemer* 
Princes and prelates abandoned the care of their 
^ dominions ; and the numbers of thefe pious cara- 
irans were a prelude to the armies which marched 
in the enfuing age under the banner of the crofs. 
About thirty years before the firfl: crufade, the 
archbi(hop of Mentz, with the bifliops of Utrecht, 
iBamberg, and Ratiibon, undertook this laborious 
journey from the Rhine to the Jordan ; and the 
multitude of their followers amounted to feven 
thoufand perfons. At Conftantinople, they were 
bofpitably entertained by the emperor ; but the 
cftentation of their wealth provoked the aflault 
jof the wild Arabs ; they drew their fwords with 
fcrupulous reludtance, and fuftained a fiege in the 
•village of Capernaum, till they were refcued by 
the venal proteftion of tha Fatimite emir. After 
vifiting the holy places, they embarked for Italy, 

71 Glaber, I. iii. c. x. Katona (Hift. Critic. Rcgum Hungarir^ torn, u 
f . ?o4-^3 1 1.) • enamines whether St. Stephen founded a moaailery at Jeru- 
falem. 

' 13 but 
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but only a remnant of two thoufand arrived in e h a ?• 
fafety in their native land. Ingulphus, a fecretary ^.,^^-w 
of William the conqueror, was a companion dF 
this pilgrimage : he obferves tbat they Tallied from 
Normandy, thirty ftout and well-appointed horfe- 
men ; but that they repafled the Alps, twenty 
miferable palmers, with the ftaflF in their hand, 
and the wallet at their back ^*. 

After the defeat of the Romans, the tranquillity conqueftoi 
of the Fatimite caliphs was invaded by the by?he^"* 
Turks 'K One of the lieutenants of Malek Shah, I"a .'p^g 
Atfiz the Carizmian, marched into Syria at the — «®9^ 
head of a powerful army, and reduced Damafcus 
by famine and the fword. Hems, and the other 
cities of the province, acknowledged the caliph 
of Bagdad and the fuhan of PerGa; and the 
vi£lorious emir advanced without refiftance to 
the banks of the Nile : the Fatimite was preparing 
to fly into the heart of Africa ; but the negroes 
of his guard and the inhabitants of Cairo made 
a defperace fally, and repulfed the Turk from 
the confines of Egypt. In his retreat, he indulged 
the licenfe of (laughter and rajMue: the judge 
and notaries of Jerufalem were invited to his 
camp i and their execution was followed by the 
maffacre of three thoufand citizens. The cruelty 
or the defeat of Atfiz was foon punifhed by tfa^ 

7* Baronius (A.D. 1064, N<>4?— 56.) has tranfcribcd the greater part 
of tlu; original narratives of Ingulphus, Marian us, and Lambertus. 

7J See EUnacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 349> 350-) and Abulpharagius (Dynaft. 
p. 237. vcrf. Pocock). M. dc Guigncs (Hift. des Huns, torn. in. pait i. 
p. 1215,216.} adds the teftinaonlcs, or rather the names, of Abulfedaand 
Novairi* 
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Tultan Touculh, the brother of Maiek Shah) 
who, with a higher title and more formidable 
powers, aflerted the dominion of Syria and. Pa- 
leftine. The boufe of Seljuk reigned about twenty 
years in Jerufalera^*; but the hereditary com- 
mand of the holy city and territory was entrufled 
or abandoned to the emir Ortok, the chief of 
a tribe of Turkmans, whofe children, after their 
expulfiOn from Paleftine, formed two dynafties 
on the borders of Armenia and Aflyria ^'. The 
Oriental Chriftiansand the Latin pilgrims deplored a 
revolution, which, inftead of the regular government 
and old alliance of theNraliphs, impofed on their 
necks the iron yoke of the ftrangers of the north ^^ 
In his court and camp the great fultan had adopted 
in fome degree the arts and manners of Perfia ; 
but the body of the Turkifh nation, and more 
efpeciaily the paftoral tribes, (till breathed the 
fiercenefs of the defert. From Nice to Jerufalem, 
the weftern countries of Afia were a fcene of 
foreign and domeftic hoftility : apd the (hepherds 



74 From the expedition of I far Atfis (A* H. 469^ A»D* 1076)9 to the 
irxpolfion of the Ortokides (A. D« 1096). Ytt WiUiam of Tyre (L i. - c 6. 
P* 633.) afTcJts^ that Jerafalem was thirty- eight years in the hands of Che 
Turks } and an Arabia chronicle, quoted by Fagi (torn. iv. p. soft.), fup* 
pofts, that the city was reduced by a CarizmUn general to the obedience 
of the caliph of Bagdad, A- H. 4631 A. D. 1070. Thefe early dates are 
afOt very compatible with the general hlAory of Afia; Md 1 am fare, thaipas 
late as A. D. 1064, the regnum Babylonicum (of Cairo) ftiU prevailed in 
Pftleiline (Baroniusy A.D. ic64» N^ 56.)* 

fS De Cutgnet, Hift* des Huns, torn. i. p. ft49-*-x52* 

76 WiJIenn. Tyr. 1. i. c 8. p. 634. who ftrives hairid to magnify th« 
ChrKUan grievances. T^e Turlcs exa^ed an MteuM from each pilgrim f The 
t^bar of the Franks is now fcurte«o dollars: and £uiopc decs not complain 
of this voluntary taxt 
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of Paleftine, who held a precarious fway on a chap. 
doubtful frontier, had neither leifure nor capacity 
to await the flow profits of commercial and re- 
ligious freedom. The pilgrims who, through 
innumerable perils, had reached the gates of 
Jerufalem, were the vifliims pf private rapine or 
public oppreffion, and often funk under the pref- 
fure of famine and difeafe, before they were per- 
mitted to falute the holy fepulchre. A fpirit of 
native barbarifm, or recent zeal, prompted the 
Turkmans to infult the clergy of every feft : the 
patriarch was dragged by the hair along the pave- 
ment, and caft into a dungeon, to extort a ranfom 
from the fympathy of his flock; and the divine 
worfliip in the church of the refurreflion was 
often difturbed by the favage rudenefs of its maf- 
ters* The pathetic tale excited the millions of 
the Wefl: to march under the ftandard of the 
crofs to the relief of the holy land : and yet how 
trifling is the fum of thefe accumulated evils, if 
compared with the fingle a6t of the facrilege of 
Hakem, which had been fo patiently endured by 
the Latin Chriftians! A flighter provocation in- 
flamed the more irafcible temper of their defcend- 
ants : a new fpirit had arifen of religious chivalry 
and papal dominion : a nerve was touched of ex- 
quiflie feeling; and the fenfation vibrated to the 
heart of Europe* 

END OF THE TENTH VOLUME. 
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